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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Your cover page with Rachel Maddow 

was amazing! She’s so great and I went to 
the event too. In person she really rocks! I’m 
a Smith student and I didn’t even know she 
was coming to the Commencement Cere-
mony. Thank you for keeping us informed.

—Danielle W., Northampton, MA

Dear Editor,
Mr. Joe Siegel’s story on Mayor Cicilline 

was what we needed to read in this part of 
town. I am glad that The Rainbow Times 
is covering RI aggressively. Thank you for 
your work. It’s admirable.

—Charlotte I., Providence, RI

Dear Editor, 
The United We Stand: And Intimate in-

terview between partners on DADT was 
touching and so unfair. I hope that Mikey 
Rox and Lt. Everett Earl Morrow had been 
able to have an open relationship, as other 
people do, from the start. It saddens me that 
this DADT thing is not settled. I’m not a 
member of the GLBT community. I’m sim-
ply an ally. But, I do read your paper and the 
stories in it. This one was very touching to 
my wife and I.

—Robert G., Cambridge, Mass.

Dear Editor,
I think that Mr. Jason Lydon does have a 

point in his March 4 column in TRT. I am 
all up for desegregation, non-White power 
(even when I am White), and equality and 
fairness for all. However, I think Mr. Ly-
don’s interviewee, Kenyon, sounded radical 
in his views. To advocate for fairness and 
yet not believe in same-sex marriage makes  

See Letters to the Editor on Page 10 

by: suzan ambrose*/TRT Columnist 

It all started when my 13-year-
old son said: “I don’t understand 
why you (gay people) have to 

celebrate all this gay stuff. It’s not 
like we (straights) need to celebrate who we are 
all the time.”

Are you kidding me, I wanted to scream! 
Have you seen the male machismo factor at any 
ballgames or perhaps a big ol’ hetero Irish pa-
rade recently? How about the Sports illustrated 
swimsuit issue? If that’s not a celebration of all 
thing hetero, with the objectification of women 
FRONT and CENTER (fold)...you see my 
point, right?

I was shocked, dizzy, aghast. How could this 
be? Our child not just biting the hand that feeds 
him, but coming dangerously close to severing 
it. Could he be serious?

My partner and I tried to explain that we work 
as professionals within the gay movement, so 
perhaps he was seeing a bit more than the Av-
erage Joe Kid would see. We explained how 
“we” are the minority, and all minorities need to 
be a little louder, a little more visible to be just 
that—visible. Couple that with our family living 
in Northampton, and you can imagine that he’s 
already more conscious of the gay calendar than 
most kids his age. Not that we keep gay pin-ups 
up on the wall, mind you… things like that are 
discreetly hidden in the night stand.

But his simple misunderstanding bothered 

me.
Somehow, we had clearly not 

done a very good job at raising a 
...yes, wait for it... liberal thinker.

“Why can’t we get some other 
kind of toothpaste?” he recently yelled from the 
bathroom. “This organic sh*t sucks”.

This organic stuff sucks? The best organic 
food, soaps and toilet paper... I’ve heard that 
most parents do everything they can to give to 
their little darlings the things they didn’t have 
when they were growing up...and this is what 
we have after 13 years of careful, deliberate, and 
conscientious-brainwashing about the liberal 
homosexual agenda?

Ok, sonny boy, how about some tree leaves 
from the backyard instead of that nice soft stuff 
you use on your buttocks? Then you’ll have a 
better idea of what sucks really means.

This just goes to prove that no matter how 
open-minded you raise a child, he or she is bound 
to go to the other side. Now I’m not saying the 
dark side; we all get there all on our own in the 
teenage years. It’s just whatever side you’re on, 
they are now going to firmly challenge every be-
lief you have ever laid out for them to chew on. 
And then spit it right back at you.

Having been raised with � moms (oh, Leslea 
Newman!), he doesn’t have a clue of the privileges 
being afforded him—or us—by being raised in a 
liberal town. He doesn’t know the ostracization,

See Organic on page 7

The Controversial Couch
Lie back and listen. Then get up and do something!

by: tetty gorfine*/TRT Columnist 
Dear Tetty
Am I crazy? I’m in a new relationship with a 

wonderful woman who is warm-hearted, which 
is one of the things I love about her. Her warm-
heartedness extends to her dog, who, until I 
came along, was the center of her emotional 
life. Tetty, it’s not that I don’t like dogs, but this 
dog is treated like a child, lover, best friend. 
When we go to sleep at night, the dog lies 
between us. When we have sex, the dog stays 
on the bed. When we socialize with friends, we 
have to go home before I want do so we can 
“let the dog out.”  I feel like this is going to 
be a bigger problem down the road as we get 
closer. What do you think I should do?

—Thank you Tetty, Louise

My dear Louise:
Entering into a new relationship when there 

are other significant people involved is always 
tricky. Whether it is with a new lover’s child, 
parent, friend or dog, all involved will feel its 
effects and need to adjust. This requires time 
and effort.

When a good woman lives with a dog and has 
developed that unique and special bond, it is 
difficult being the third wheel. Dogs and people 
are meant for each other. That is why they are 
considered “mans” best friend. They are loyal, 
devoted, consistent and reliable. Their person 
never has to fear what they think or if they will 
be there for them; it is always a given. With how 
many people could you say the same? 

You may know that dog spelled backwards is 
god. Louise, this is for good reason. Relation-
ships with dogs are deeply spiritual, for dogs 
help us see the very best in all things. Even if 
they are not treated well and even when they 
are abused, they turn that other cheek and keep 
coming back. Today’s modern world echoes 
loudly for people to speak their voice, strive for 
individuality, figure out and make sure they get 
what they want.  When life is always about “me, 

me, me,” how many 
people keep coming 
back regardless of how 
they are treated? Dogs 
truly know and live the 
meaning of uncondi-
tional love. We may 
need a god, but we all 
definitely need a good 
dog.

I have brought my 
own dogs to my psy-
chotherapy practice 
for years. Recently my 
dog Alvin has taken to 
lying on the couch with 
my clients. Alvin always stays on his side and 
never hogs the other half. My clients are deeply 
comforted by his presence. They stroke him as 
he happily rolls on to his back, exposing his vul-
nerable underside, letting them know that they 
are really making a difference. When Alvin’s 
social calendar takes him out of the office, my 
clients express their disappointment since it is 
his presence that make them know that life is 
worth living. I think he is more important to the 
process of psychotherapy than I am. Anyone 
can easily be replaced by a good dog.

Additionally, dogs are always attuned and 
sympathetic to our moods. They know when 
we’re down and come and place their heads 
in our laps. They are good for our health since 
they take us out for walks. They are great for 
our social lives since they are always ready and 
willing to “GO!” Can we say the same about our 
partners?

Dogs truly allow us to be narcissistic. They 
allow us to be self absorbed and they allow us 
to control everything, always willing and eager 
to please. Partners give us grief, want us to 
fulfill their needs and wishes, take issue with 
things we say, misunderstand us all the time 
and make us go places and do things we don’t

See C’mon Out on page 12

c’mon out – just ask! advice column

tetty gorfine

Queer Theology: One of the greatest 
dangers to conservative Christianity 

by: jason lydon/TRT Opinion Writer

I recently decided on a title for my 
Easter sermon, “Did the Resur-
rection Make Jesus Queer?” As 

a Unitarian Universalist humanist, I 
do not spend a lot of time consider-
ing the role of Jesus within my theol-
ogy.  However, during the Easter and 
Christmas seasons I find myself called 
back to my Catholic family roots as 
well as the Protestant Christian roots 
of my faith tradition. During Holy 
week I like thinking about the excit-
ing humanity 

of Jesus in the stories 
told about him. Jesus’ 
deep personal question-
ing and fear while pray-
ing in the garden is a 
helpful reminder that 
even those considered to be heroes by many 
are allowed to experience fear and doubt, it’s 
human and divine. The story of Jesus washing 
the feet of his disciples is humbling and beau-
tifully erotic. Some theologians even suggest 
that when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples 
he transgressed gender and class boundaries, 
performing the deed of lower class women.  

As I get ready to graduate from Divinity 
School in May, I am thankful for so many of 
the books I have read; most relevant to this ar-
ticle was Theodore Jennings’ The Man Jesus 
Loved. All the queer Christians and friends of 

Jesus out there 
should take a 
moment to read 
the book and 
enjoy Jennings’ 
exploration of 
a big gay Jesus 
who loved men 
and celebrated 
same-sex lust 
and love. Put 
the book in 
your Easter basket or the basket of a friend, 

crush, or lover.  
After I was removed 

by security from a meet-
ing of Exodus Ministry 
(a meeting they invited 
me to as a clergy person 
to address the “homo-

sexual problem” in my church), they told other 
attendants present that queer theology is one of 
the greatest dangers to Christianity and good 
Christians today. While this may be true for 
conservative Christianity it seems to me that 
queerness and the story of Jesus and his resur-
rection go together hand in hand (maybe even 
skipping gaily down the street). While Jesus 
may have had a sexually romantic relation-
ship with his “Beloved Disciple” during his 
life and maybe even had a similar relationship

See Easter on page 4
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jason lydon

“ ... i think Jesus’ queerness 
became more real with the 
story of his resurrection.” 
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Baldwin Lauded at Fenway’s Women’s Party
by: elizabeth gormley/TRT Reporter

On Saturday March 13, close to 
1,000 LBT women and a strong con-
tingent of their supporters braved 
heavy rain and wind to attend Fenway 
Health’s 19th annual Women’s Dinner 
Party. The Back Bay gala was held at 
the Marriot Copley Grand Ballroom. 
Returning as host of the event was co-
median Kate Clinton. 

Onstage, Clinton lauded Fenway 
Health, goaded generous bids—and 
kisses—in a live auction for the cen-
ter, and brought down the ballroom 
with snippets from her hilarious Lady 
Haha tour.

The guest of honor and recipient of 
the �010 Susan B. Love Award was 
Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin, 
who represents Wisconsin’s Second 

Congressional District. Baldwin was the first 
out lesbian to be elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. She is a voracious advocate for 
universal health care as well as GLBT rights. 
The Susan B. Love Award is given annually 
to honor an individual or organization that has 
contributed outstanding time and energy to the 
field of women’s health. Baldwin has sponsored 
government legislation to ensure breast cancer 
screening for all, including low-income women 
and the uninsured. She has successfully lobbied 
for federal funding in her district for modern 
health care information technology, updated 
medical equipment, new and expanded facili-
ties, and care for the uninsured. Baldwin is also 
passionate about increasing awareness of men-
tal health issues and substance abuse through 
education and prevention.

The Rainbow Times caught up with Congress-
women Baldwin before she accepted her award. 
She commented on near and dear issues, not the 
least of which was President Obama’s conten-
tious health care plan.

“Obama’s plan gives us a path forward after 
being stalled on health care for so long,” she 
said. “No matter how imperfect, this bill meets 
some important goals, such as providing for 
people without insurance, and by ending the 
worst insurance abuses and beginning to reign 
in costs.” Baldwin also asserted that along the 
way to true health care reform, “we will always 
have the opportunity to change” what isn’t 
working.

On the possible repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell, Baldwin was optimistic. 

“We’re hopeful that in the near future we will 
see all discrimination in employment barred,” 
she said. “Hopefully it will become the law of 
the land.” 

Baldwin was positive about the general state 
of GLBT rights: “In five years we may be see-
ing more progress in relationship recognition 
and marriage rights at the state level.”

Upon accepting her award onstage, Bald-
win gave a rousing speech that was alternately 
personal, serious and uplifting. Ultimately she 
promised to continue her Washington crusade 
to end all discrimination, for additional funding 
for HIV and AIDS research, and for “the eradi-
cation of breast cancer in our lifetime.”

The Rainbow Times also spoke to Dr. Stephen 
Boswell, President and CEO of Fenway Health, 
about the Women’s Dinner Party.

“This is the first major public event for wom-
en going on since the early 90s” he said. “It is a 
wonderful, fun fundraiser, a community get-to-

gether. There was 
no other women’s 
party when this 
started.” 

Dr. Boswell was 
especially proud of 
this year’s recipi-
ent of the Susan B. 
Love Award. 

“Tammy is artic-
ulate, fierce, smart, 
understanding, and 
fearless politically. 
Where she comes 
from is one of the 
most progressive 
districts in its way 
of thinking. This is 
our opportunity to 
thank her.”

It has been a 
year since Fenway 
Health opened its 
doors at its new 
facility located at 
1340 Boylston Street. At 10 stories and 100,000 
square feet, Fenway has added eye care and 
dentistry services. It is the largest building ever 
erected to serve the health needs of the GLBT 
community.

Women’s Dinner Party guest Jeanette Poillon 
estimated that she has attended the event five 
times. She enjoyed the three-course meal with 
her partner of over twenty years, and proudly 
showed pictures of their two daughters. 

“Our family donates to Fenway every year,” 
she said. “Fenway is an awesome, phenomenal 
entity that’s grown so much and become so im-

portant to the Boston community. You don’t 
have to be gay. If you need help, they will help 
you. There’s just a huge willingness to help.”

By the end of the evening, almost $�70,000 
was raised in cash, pledges, and in-kind support 
for the vital services and programs at Fenway. 
Event chairs Molly Goodwin, Deb Graeber and 
June Kelly made the night the enormous suc-
cess that it was.

VJ Kristen Korpos spun the dance party that 
went until the wee hours of the morning. The 
weather conditions may have been harsh outside, 
but inside the Marriot Copley the atmosphere 
was rife with elegance, generosity and fun.
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congresswoman tammy baldwin (front) accepts the dr. susan m. love 
award at fenway health’s Women’s dinner Party on saturday, march 
13 at the boston marriott copley Place.  Pictured behind her (from left 
to right) are congressman mike capuano; fenway health board chair 
allison salke; fenway health President & ceo dr. stephen l. boswell; 
Women’s dinner Party chairs june kelly, molly goodwin and deb grae-
ber; and fenway’s Women’s health director, dr. jennifer Potter.

PhOTO: MARILYn huMPhRIEs
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Faith, Family, and God – 
comfort in a cold complicated world

by: Paul P. jesep*/TRT Columnist

Deja Nicole Greenlaw, TRT 
Columnist, crafted a power-
ful, thoughtful column in the 

March issue regarding the separation 
of church and state. People, as Deja 
correctly observe, seek religion as a 
means of comfort in a cold, harsh, and 
complicated world.  Deja’s column 
saddened me on several levels be-
cause she is right. Her willingness to 
discuss religion and government with 
such sensitivity inspired this column.  

As a Christian priest who also prac-
tices law in the secular world, one of 
my pastoral missions is to show the 
limitations of religion. Religion is ar-
tificial. It is created and run by flawed 
men and women who sometimes seek 
to limit God’s love. In contrast, faith 
can enhance a spiritual journey to re-
alize one’s full potential as the Cre-
ator intended.  

Andrei Sheptytsky (1865-1944), a 
priest and Christian religious leader 
in Eastern Europe, wrote that “love 
was an ethical imperative that al-

lowed no basis for social exclusion. A lack of 
love is the source of every hardship and mis-
ery. Every person has a right to be loved, has a 

right to experience love from all people. And 
an injustice is inflicted on a person when they 
experience too little of it… No virtue is more 
important and higher than love.”

I’ve been humbled to marry or bless people 
of the same sex in ecumenical and Christian 
ceremonies who seek to be a family in the eyes 
of God. These ceremonies were an affirmation 
of love as the Creator intended.       

It’s okay to give up on religion. In doing 
so, however, please don’t give up on God and 
faith. There is a big difference between the 
Creator and the feeble attempts humankind 
makes through the smells and bells of religion 
to understand the Almighty. Religion tends 
to limit the awesome of God while project-
ing personal or community insecurities onto 
groups or individuals that appear different, but 
yet are perfect to the Almighty.   

It has long been my opinion that Chris-
tians are more of a threat to themselves then 
wrongly accused pagans, liberals, Democrats, 
and members of the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU). The foundation of the faith is 
love. Love doesn’t judge. Love accepts uncon-
ditionally. Hence, those who call themselves 
Christian and are quick to judge, condemn, 
and marginalize the humanity of another have 
not been true to their Creation.  

These same folks unwittingly enable religion 

to portray the Giver of Life as a fire-breathing, 
lightning bolt throwing, and cantankerous ogre 
desperately needing more dietary fiber. The 
Maker of the Universe becomes a caricature 
defined by superstition.  Logic, science, and 
common sense have been removed from the 
equation. In doing so, people are understand-
ably driven from God believing that faith is 
interchangeable with religious prejudices. 

On the other hand, an absence of belief in 
a higher authority can push an individual into 
jaded abyss. My personal faith isn’t based on 
fear of the devil or eternal damnation. I don’t 
believe in hell. If there is hell then it is a state 
of mind evidenced by an absence of love in this 
life. I choose to believe because I seek to real-
ize my full human potential as God intended.  

It is spiritually and emotionally exhausting to 
listen to religious extremists, especially among 
the Christian right, who consistently misun-
derstand the Bible. It’s especially disturbing 
when they seek to pass laws that embody their 
ignorance about God, faith, and religion. Ul-
timately, faith is about enhancing a personal 
journey to be true to one’s Creation as the Cre-
ator intended. Don’t give up on God.  

*Paul is an author, attorney, and a seminary 
trained, ordained priest in greater Albany, NY.  
He may be reached at Dilovod@aol.com.
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Easter from page 2
with Mary Magdalene, I think Jesus’ queer-
ness became more real with the story of his 
resurrection. According to the story, Jesus’ 
body was brutally mutilated and murdered, 
like many queer bodies have been, but he 
would not accept such nonsense by the impe-
rialist government of Rome. Jesus was able to 
defy death because those who believed in his 
message of love and transformation took his 
message outward even after they saw what 
could be done when one challenged the status 
quo. This is the creation of our queer commu-
nities. Even when we consistently deal with 
violence, especially those in our communi-
ties who are low-income/transgender/people 
of color/immigrant/incarcerated, we get back 
up and refuse to be consistently crucified.  

One of my theological inspirations is a 
woman named Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, 
who writes about the Jesus community.  She 
suggests that the Jesus message is to iden-
tify with those most excluded from society 
and be part of the movement towards that 
liberation. The story of Jesus’ resurrection 
is like a story of his coming out and being 
part of a collective of righteous liberation 
that defies societal roles, even the role of 
death. As much of the mainstream gay and 
lesbian movement tries to assimilate into 
the dominant systems of marriage, criminal 
justice, military, and capitalism I think Je-
sus would be pushing a far queerer agenda 
based in radical sexuality, transformative 
relationships, communal justice, and queer 
dance parties.  So even if celebrating Easter 
is not part of your theology take a moment 
when passing the jelly beans and chocolate 
bunnies in CVS to consider what a big queer 
Jesus might do today.  online calendar of events @ therainbowtimesnews.com
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LGBT Foster Care: Parenting and Mentoring
“Out of the closet and into the family room”

by: tynan Power/TRT Reporter
Siobhan Hinckley knows that the 

LGBT community has a lot to of-
fer children. In fact, she coined the 
phrase “out of the closet and into the 
family room” to get her point across.  

Hinckley is part of Fostering Our 
Future, a group of foster parents and 
allies that aims to support foster par-
ents in their unique role in creating 
peace for foster children. Currently, 
they are also trying to aid the foster 
family recruitment efforts of the De-
partment of Children and Families by 
providing information and encour-
agement to people interested in be-
coming foster parents. 

One particular challenge that 
Hinckley is concerned about is find-
ing homes for LGBT or questioning 
teens. Since few foster families are 
open to accepting teens, there is little 
room to be selective in placing LGBT 
teens. 

“[DCF] is really struggling to find 
homes for these kids and they are not 
always ending up in homes that are 
supportive,” Hinckley says. “I am a 
firm believer that you cannot expect 
people outside of your community 
to do what you need to do for your 
own community. I think it is our job. I 
think we need to make sure these kids 
are safe, because it is a known fact 

that [LGBT teens] have a higher suicide rate.”
According to Effie Molina, a supervisor for 

the Department of Children and Families and 
a member of the Diversity Leadership Team 
at the DCF Greenfield office, the Department 
does not have statistics on the number of LGBT 
teens in the system. As a supervisor, though, 
she receives anecdotal information about cases 
involving LGBT teens.

“I have seen some kids that probably would 
have done fine in a home that is gay-affirm-
ing,” she says. “But because of repeated place-
ments based on gender expression or sexual 
orientation, they end up having to be placed 
outside of the community in intensive foster 
care homes or even in group homes—which is 
really sad because they can’t stay in their com-
munity. They are separated from it.” 

Molina says requirements for becoming a 
foster parent include attending an 8-week train-
ing program that meets once a week and hav-
ing a “home study” done. There are a number 
of things that can exclude people from becom-

ing foster parents, such as not having enough 
space for the child, having certain kinds of 
criminal convictions and not being financially 
self-sufficient.  

Not everyone can meet the requirements—
or wants to. 

“It is not like everybody can be a foster par-
ent,” Hinckley says. “If you can’t foster parent, 
you can certainly think about mentoring some 

of these kids. You can make yourself available 
for respite; take them for a weekend instead of 
a lifetime.” 

Molina agrees that foster parenting isn’t the 
only way to get involved. 

“There is a way to become a frequent visi-
tor for a child or a ‘lifelong” connection to a 
child without being a foster parent,” Molina 
explains. “Usually this kind of connection 
is specific to a particular child, when there 
is someone who knows the child—such as a 
teacher—who is interested in being part of the 
child’s support system.  If a ‘lifelong’ con-
nection will involve overnight visits, the adult 

must go through the same essential process of 
approval as foster parents. However, if there 
will not be overnight visits, the process can be 
less intensive and take less time.”

According to Hinckley, sometimes this kind 
of “lifelong” relationship is exactly what teens 
need. 

“Teens,” she says, “don’t necessarily want 
to be adopted. They want to be mentored.” 

According to Molina, the Department of 
Children and Families welcomes LGBT cou-
ples and individuals who want to become fos-
ter parents or mentors to children and teens in 
the foster care system. While there is an acute 
need for people willing to provide foster care 
for teens, foster families for children of all 
ages are always needed. 

Fostering Our Future is offering an informa-
tion session for people interested in learning 
more on April 11.

“It is really for people who are considering 
foster parenting, but may be nervous about ac-
tually contacting the Department or nervous 
about actually committing to training as foster 
parents,” Molina explains. “It’s just a first step 
where you can hear about us and ask whatever 
questions you have.”

The information session will be held at � 
p.m. on April 11th, at the office of Lange Chi-
ropractic (300 Pleasant St.) in Northampton.  
For more information about Fostering Our Fu-
ture and the information session, contact Tim 
Henry at (413) 775-5115.Fa
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“�I�am�a�firm�believer�that�you�cannot�expect people 
outside of your community to do what you need to do for 
your own community. i think it is our job. i think we 
need to make sure these kids are safe, because it is a 
known fact that [LGBT teens] have a higher suicide rate.”
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ask a transwoman: folks, the future is genderqueer
by: lorelei erisis*/TRT Columnist 

I have a question. How do you see gender-
queer and gendernonconforming folks fitting 
into the transgender community? Another 
question... If men are from mars and women 
are from venus where are trans people from? 
manus? 

--Jesse B. (JB from Around The Way!)

Ah, now this is the kind of question a girl can 
really sink her teeth into and the kind that gets 
me into trouble!! And boy, do I like trouble!

Quite simply put, I think that genderqueer 
and gendernonconforming folks are the fu-
ture of the transgender community and move-
ment. I’ve said before in this column that I 
believe that the genderqueer kids are directly 
the product of a whole generation who were 
raised to believe they could be anything they 
wanted to be and told over and over to “just be 
themselves.” They neither hold dear our pre-
cious and rigid rules of gender stratification 
nor particularly believe in our ever-so-sacred 
gender-binary. 

They are the razor-sharp cutting edge of our 

movement and I believe that is a very posi-
tive thing. Their gender nonconformity is the 
acid that we have needed to dissolve at last the 
rigid and repressive restrictions of the gender 
binary! 

Please don’t misinterpret me, I am not hop-
ing for a world where there are no men and no 
women. I identify very solidly as a woman and 
I’m proud of that. By experience though, I am 
a transwoman and that is something just slight-
ly… different; a shade of gray as opposed to 
black and white. It is my fond hope that one 
day we may do away with the gender-binary 
altogether, that we may have men and women 
and all manner of shadings around and in-be-
tween and floating betwixt those limited/limit-
ing and outdated social constructs.

I know we’re not there yet though and that’s 
why the genderqueer/nonconforming folks are 
so very important. We see a barrier that needs 
to be hurdled or broken down. They don’t even 
acknowledge that there is one. They just don’t 
care. They will be who they are, whether we 
approve or not.

I just know I’m going to get in a knock down 
drag-out with some of my more straightfor-

ward transsexual sisters about 
this, but I stand behind it. Ad-
ditionally, I argue that this dis-
solution of the gender-binary is 
extremely helpful to us in our 
particular facet of the struggle! 
It’s like activism slight of hand 
if you will. While the rest of 
the old-stodgies who love to 
call us names and deny us ac-
ceptance are trying to figure out 
the new rules being laid down 
by the next generation, I assure 
you they will become rapidly 

less concerned with 
where we’re peeing 
or what letter we 
have on our Driver’s 
License. We are 
women. They can 
grasp that. 

It’s worth not-
ing that this is not 
conjecture, it is in 
fact happening as 
we speak. Just this 
week my newsfeed 
has been full of sto-
ries about the Australian person, Norrie May-
Welby, who managed to have hirself officially 
declared as the first legally genderless person. 
Ze identifies as neither man nor woman. Ze is 
other. Gender undetermined.

What is your reaction to that news? Does it 
scare you? Do you feel unsettled? Perhaps you 
feel you need to get to the bottom of this, fig-
ure out which box really this person fits into. 

Or perhaps it simply makes sense to you. 
Confirms the diversity you always suspected 
was the underlying nature of al things. All 
of these are reasonable reactions.  It’s how 
we move forward as a society and as caring 
and open-minded individuals (or not...) that 
counts.

Finally, and just very practically, I do get 
around quite a bit and it’s been my experience 
lately that when I’m attending transgender-
oriented events or participating in trans activ-
ism, more and more of the crowd that I see 
are people who identify as genderqueer and 
gendernonconforming. I believe that’s partly a 
result of the tendency of many of the more tra-
ditionally identified transsexual folks simply 
wanting to transition to a point where they can 

“pass” and then get on with their lives. All too 
often they are distancing themselves from the 
larger transgender community in the process, 
which is a shame, because we still very much 
need them. 

More importantly though, I think it’s be-
cause, in the way activist movements have 
always worked, the younger generations are 
simply more motivated, more energized, more 
idealistic. The young generations are always 
the future of any movement. And folks, the 
future is genderqueer!

As for the second part of your question JB, 
in fact you are quite right. We Trans people 
are actually from a planet on the far side of 
the Sun called Manus. Our home is an ancient 
planet that orbits the sun in a very eccentric or-
bit. Our people currently name 14.�3 genders 
as part of our ancient and learned society and 
that number is always changing! Sadly though, 
due to a major and highly unfortunate lack of 
overall civilization planning we neglected to 
invent the concept of bathrooms and our frig-
gin’ eyeballs were floating!! 

We finally discovered your Earth some cen-
turies ago during a particularly debaucherous 
and planet-wide margarita bender and have 
used the kinetic energy of millions of our peo-
ple doing “the pee dance” together to power an 
inter-planetary super-bounce rocket so that we 
could launch a major invasion of your sanitary 
facilities!! 

Earthlings! We have come to use your rest-
rooms! Slainte!

*Lorelei Erisis is Miss Trans New Eng-
land 2009 and she can be contacted at: 
loreleierisis@therainbowtimesmass.com.

transgender folks: let’s march in the parade and 
be visible to support all of lgbt struggles together

by: deja nicole greenlaw/ TRT Columnist

On May 1, Northampton will 
be the scene of Noho Pride. 
There will be a Pride Parade 

starting at noon. Be at Lampron Park 
at 11 a.m. and the coordinators will 
tell you where to line up!

This is the main message of my 
column this month: “Come to the 
Pride and march in the parade!” I 
send this message to everyone, but 
especially to my transgender broth-
ers and sisters. I have been marching 
in the Noho Pride parade every year 
since �003 and every year before the 
march I am always talking the pa-
rade up and trying to get transgender 
people to march with us. Every year I 
always have so much fun marching in 
the parade, but every year I am also 
once again disappointed by the lack 
of transgender presence in the parade. 
Last year, in my pre Pride column, I 
discussed the probable reasons that 
transgender people don’t march and 
I was scolded by many transpeople, 
but congratulated by many gay and 
lesbians for voicing my opinion. I 
was also quietly applauded by many 
transpeople who agreed with me.

 The main reason for the parade is 

to march on the main 
street of town, full of 
confidence and pride 
and express that you 
are you and that you 
are proud of who 
you are! Lord knows 
that most of us were 
locked away in our 
own shame and fear 
and confusion and 
self hatred and darn 
if it doesn’t feel 

good to accept yourself and finally be who you 
are! Marching down main street saying ‘Yes, 
this is me! This is Us! This is who we are!”  
Indeed it’s a wonderful feeling and to express 
these truths in a group with your friends and 
neighbors magnifies the feeling 1000 times 
more.  It’s an incredible sense of personal 
pride and community pride. Ask anyone who 
has marched in a pride parade, and you will 
receive the same answer.

 I look forward to the Noho Pride parade ev-
ery year. It’s such a wonderful experience!

 I know that there are transgenders who do 
march in the parade. In the past years, how-
ever, there weren’t really that many. Last year 
my ever present Trans group, UniTy, joined 
forces and marched with New England Trans 
United Pride and Connecticut Outreach So-
ciety and combined we still didn’t have �0 

people. I thought the numbers would be bigger 
especially after the wonderful trans showing in 
the June �008 Trans March. 

This year I feel will be different. There is 
much more awareness 
of transgenders in the 
media and most of it 
has been very posi-
tive! More and more 
transpeople are begin-
ning to live out of the 
closets, be it the cross 
dresser’s closet or the 
transsexual’s stealth 
closet. I see many 
trans people visibly 
going about their dai-
ly lives living openly, 
freely and without 
reservation. I can see 
that the shame and 
the hiding are going 
away in many trans-
people’s lives now. 
This is a very healthy 
direction!

I know that there are still many, many trans-
genders out there who are still very afraid to 
be out for various reasons. The biggest reason 
comes from within oneself. Once you can ac-
cept yourself then you can embrace yourself 
and then you can finally start living your life. 

It’s an empowering feeling to march in a pride 
parade and at least for that moment you can 
find that joy, that peace, that being who is truly 
you! To feel these wonderful things and then 

to be with others who 
are feeling them at 
the same time magni-
fies the feelings and is 
sooo awesome! I’m 
sorry but I cannot ac-
curately describe it, 
you simply have to 
be there and experi-
ence it!

So I am asking all 
of my trans brothers 
and sisters to come to 
Lampron Park at 11 
a.m. on Saturday May 
1st and march with us! 
Yes, come march with 
the gays the lesbians, 
the allies! These are 
your friends, your 
neighbors, you know, 
the people who will 

share your joy! Come and show Northampton 
our true numbers, (we are many more than 
�0!!!) our true selves and our true Pride. Come 
out, come out, wherever you are and join us in 
the Noho Pride Parade!

lorelei erisis

deja nicole greenlaw

Tr
an

s 
O

p
in

io
n

s 
&

 M
o

re

Every year i always 
have so much fun 
marching in the 
parade, but every 
year i am also once 
again disappointed 
by the lack of 
transgender presence 
in the parade.
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massachusetts transgender Political coalition announces 
First Annual Lawyers for Transgender Rights Event

BOSTON, MA—The Massachusetts 
Transgender Political Coalition is an-
nouncing its first annual Lawyers for 
Transgender Rights cocktail recep-
tion on Thursday, April 15, �010 in 
support of legal protections for trans-
gender and gender non-conforming 
people in the state of Massachusetts.

This is the first event focused on 
bringing together the Massachusetts 
legal and allied community to support 
the work of the Massachusetts Trans-
gender Political Coalition.  Massa-
chusetts State Representative Carl 
Sciortino will be the keynote speaker 
for the evening.

Representative Sciortino represents 
the 34th Middlesex district, includ-
ing neighborhoods in both Somer-
ville and Medford. Rep. Sciortino 
serves as the Vice Chairman of the 
Joint Committee of Transportation, 
as well as serving on the House Com-
mittee on Ways & Means and Joint 
Committee on Health Care Finance. 
He is the lead co-sponsor of H 17�8, 

An Act Relative to Gender Based Discrimina-
tion and Hate Crimes, otherwise known as the 
transgender civil rights bill.

“I am so pleased to join other advocates in 
honoring the work of MTPC and to call for 
civil rights and hate crime protections in Mas-
sachusetts.  As we continue our fight for equal-
ity, it is so important to have the support of the 
Massachusetts legal community,” said Repre-
sentative Sciortino.

“Lawyers for Transgender Rights provides 
an important opportunity for the Massachusetts 
legal community to bring visibility to the pro-
found barriers of justice that many transgender 
people face, and to support MTPC’s legisla-
tive and educational 
work to remedy these 
inequities,” said Lau-
ra Langley, an attor-
ney at Bingham Mc-
Cutchen LLP,Chair 
of the Massachusetts 
Lesbian and Gay Bar 
Association’s Com-
mittee on

Transgender Inclu-
sion, and a member 
of the event’s host 
committee.

“As lawyers, I think 
we have an ethical ob-
ligation to make our 
community a fairer 
and more equal place.  
Personally, I support 
MTPC because I ab-
hor the discrimination 
and barriers that trans-
gender and gender 
variant people face – every day and in every 
realm of society. There are many ways to im-
prove the system, and I think that supporting 
the work of MTPC is critical” said Polly Cro-
zier, family law attorney at The law Office of 
Joyce Kauffman, and a member of the event’s 
host committee.

Gunner Scott, the Executive Director for the 
Massachusetts Transgender Political Coalition 
will be speaking, as well as members of the 
legal community.

The Lawyers for Transgender Rights cock-
tail reception will be 
taking place on Thurs-
day, April 15th, start-
ing at 5:30pm at Club 
Café at �09 Columbus 
Avenue, Boston, MA 
0�116. Tickets are 
$65 for Attorneys and 
$35 for for commu-
nity allies/Non-prof-
it/gov’t/small firm, 
and $15 for students. 
Information about 
sponsorship and to 
purchase tickets visit 
http://www.masstpc.
org/lawyers.

For additional infor-
mation on the Law-
yers for Transgender 
Rights event, please 
contact Liz Mon-
nin-Browder at (617) 
617-778-0519 or liz@

masstpc.org, or visit http://www.masstpc.org.

About MTPC: Founded in 2001, the Mas-
sachusetts Transgender Political Coalition 
(MTPC) is dedicated to ending discrimina-
tion on the basis of gender identity and gender 
expression.
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“ As lawyers, i think we have 
an ethical obligation to make 
our community a fairer and 
more equal place.  Personally, 
i support MTPC because i 
abhor the discrimination and 
barriers that transgender and 
gender variant people face 
– every day and in every realm 
of society. There are many 
ways to improve the system, 
and i think that supporting the 
work of MTPC is critical”

Organic from page 2
the fear or the bullying that would probably 
ensue if we lived just about anywhere else. 
He doesn’t know fully how difficult life is for 
many, oh still so many LGBT people in our 
country, never mind the world.

Being a kid raised by lesbians can’t always 
be easy. Who would ever want two people who 
knew your every move or noticed you needed 
to trim your nails constantly? There’s some-
thing to be said for the male component ... they 
give kids a break from the mommy nagging.

But it continued to be a subject that stayed 
on my mind as the weeks went by, and then 
one afternoon, I happened upon a war memo-
rial with soldiers in a small town in western 
Massachusetts. Engraved on the bottom were 
the words:” Lest We Forget.” And it came to 
me. This was it! This was why we continued 
to stand up loudly and fiercely, with our pa-
rades and our protests, our angry speeches 
and our in-your-face attitudes. “We” must 
NOT forget what has come before us. And 
we don’t have the privilege of having memo-
rials across the country to remind us and other 
Americans. So we march. And rally. And de-
mand to be seen AND heard.

I haven’t forgotten, but my son doesn’t 
know the depth of what has happened to his � 
moms and others like us, before now.

But he will. After all, he has � moms that 
will hammer it home, better than any Red Sox 
player. And, after all, he does have a 100% 
organic natural wooden bat.

*Suzan Ambrose, writer, dreamer and 
visionary, enjoys the (very) occasional ball 
game while sipping alcohol beverages when 
she’s not writing diligently for The Rainbow 
Times.
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With Pride just around the corner in 
Northampton, which starts the country’s 2010 
Pride Season, we must not forget to check out 
all of the Pride Marches, Rally’s and Celebra-
tions around us. Some of the closest to our 
gayborhoods are:

NoHo Pride 2010 on May 1st. To support 
NoHo Pride and reserve an ad space in the 
yearly NoHo Pride Guide, visit: www.therain-
bowtimesmass.com. The AD RESERVATION 
HAS BEEN CHANGED TO APRIL 5TH. To 
learn more about the event, please visit NoHo 
Pride’s at www.site.nohopride.org/.

CT Pride 2010 takes place on June 5, �010 at 
Bushnell Park. TRT will, once again, design 
the CT Pride Guide this year and will the next 
too. To learn more about entertainers and CT 
Pride, please visit www.connecticutpride.org.

Boston Pride 2010 celebrates its 40th An-
niversary, will also be one of the biggest cel-
ebrations in the commonwealth. TRT will be a 
media sponsor and will be at Boston Pride this 
year too. Boston Pride will happen from June 
4-13th, �010 this year. For more information, 
and to see what will happen throughout the 
week please visit www.bostonpride.org/mul-
ticalendar.php

Worcester Pride 2010 will take place on Sept 
11th this year. For more information about this 
great Pride, visit www.worcesterpride.com.

Rhode Island Pride, or Pride Fest 2010, will 
tentatively take place on June 19th. PrideFest 
and the Night Gay Pride Parade through Provi-
dence basically functions as Providence Gay 
Pride and Newport Gay Pride all rolled into 
one statewide celebration. For more informa-
tion, visit www.prideri.com.

Pride Vermont 2010 will be celebrated on 
July �4th, �010. TRT will be at the celebra-
tion. To know more about VT’s celebration, 
check out their website: www.pridevt.com/

New York City Pride 2010 celebrates Gay 
Pride for a full week: June 19 to June �7, �010. 
As with previous years, this �010 Pride honors 
what many consider to be one of the foremost 
events in the history of lesbian and gay rights, 
the Stonewall Riots. For more information 
visit: www.nycpride.org.

Pride Toronto 2010 celebrates its 30th anni-
versary this year. The week long celebration 
starts on June �5 and ends on July 4. Pride 
Week features 10 days of world class arts and 
cultural programming, community activities, 
one of the world’s largest street festivals, Pride 
Parade, Dyke March, Family programming, 
Blackness Yes and Youth and much more. To 
learn more about Pride Toronto visit: www.
pridetoronto.com.

northampton steps it up 
to “Reclaim the Name”
Dyke March & Dyke 
Dance on April 30th
NORTHAMPTON—The Northampton Dyke 
March and Dyke Dance (“RECLAIM THE 
NAME!”) will be held Friday April 30, be-
ginning with a rally at 6 p.m. in downtown 
Northampton, MA. This event is a fundraiser 
for the LGBT Coalition of Western Massachu-
setts, a non-profit organization established to 
improve and preserve the well-being of LGBT 
and Queer-Identified people of all races and 
ethnicities, through education, advocacy and 
outreach.

The Rally and March will begin at the Uni-
tarian Society, ��1 Main St. (next to City Hall) 
and continue to The Dyke Dance: For Dykes 
and the People that Love Them, at Union Sta-
tion, from 7:30 p.m. to midnight. All of the 
proceeds will benefit the LGBT Coalition.

Suzanne Seymour, Executive Director, 
says it is time to reclaim the name. 

“Words have the power to harm - or to heal. 
For many years, the word ‘dyke’ was used to 
injure our spirits. Our foremothers have stood 
up over the years so that we may stand proud 

today - and on this night, we honor them.”
Dyke Marches traditionally take place in cit-

ies across the United States and international-
ly, occurring the day or night before that city’s 
Gay Pride celebrations. 

“Our hope is to create an environment that 
will bring together our UTs (under thirties), 
our elders and all the dykes in between,” said 
Seymour.

Performers and speakers will include rock 
and roll guitarist June Millington, Jesse Moli-
na, The Ellingtones, Mayor Clare Higgins and 
Boston Pride Deputy Director and InterPride 
Region 6 Chair, Keri Aulita.

The Dyke March will provide a dynamic and 
welcoming space for participants of all sexu-
alities, genders, races, ages, ethnicities, sizes, 
economic backgrounds, and physical abilities.

For more information on the Dyke March, 
go to: www.lgbtcoalitionwma.org or call 
(413) 588-1018.

no
HoPride

Guide
Last call ad deadline!

The�Official�Annual�Pride�Guide
for northampton’s LGBT Community

Register•upload•Pay
First�come,�first�served.�
HuRRy! Call us today. 
Space�is�filling�up�fast!

Call 413-282-8881 or log on to 
 

for more information and to 
reserve your space.

www.therainbowtimesnews.com 
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out! for reel presents lesbian film fest 
and after party: In Celebration of Love
NORTHAMPTON—The �nd 
Annual Lesbian Film Fest 
will be presented by Out! For 
Reel on Friday, April 16, 7:30 
p.m. at the Academy of Mu-
sic Theatre in Northampton. 
The theme for this year is: 
In Celebration of Love. The 
OFR After Party will be held 
at the Grand Ballroom, Hotel 
Northampton, 9:30 p.m. to 
Midnight. Filmgoers and non-
filmgoers are welcome.

Comprising this year’s Les-
bian Film Fest are two full 
hours of films that will enter-
tain and captivate the expected 
sell out audience of 800 LGB-
TA folks. “We made sure there 
is something for everyone 
- single or married, comedy or 
inspirational, fictional or docu-
mentary,” says Michaels.” You 
will be touched deeply and you 
will be laughing out loud all in the same eve-
ning. “

“Imagine the comedian Suzanne Westen-
hoefer as your couples therapist, or surviving 
dating disasters in your attempt to find true 
love, or being in a committed relationship for 4� 
years and finally getting legally married - that’s 
what’s fun about the Lesbian Film Fest - it of-
fers a variety of experiences all in one night,” 
says Jaime Michaels, executive producer of 
Out! For Reel.

The feature film, “Edie & Thea: A Very Long 
Engagement”, winner of ten festival audience 
awards, tells the passionate love story of two 
women who never stop falling in love with 
each other even after 4� years of being together. 
“One of the most beautiful love stories I have 
ever seen,” writes the AfterEllen film critic. The 
love story of Edie & Thea begins in the early 
1960’s and ends with their legal wedding in 
Canada when they are in their late seventies. 
These two compassionate, funny, brave, and 
still love-struck women are a model of courage 
and strength that speaks to everyone of any age. 
This documentary is wonderfully uplifting and 
inspiring.

In the comedy, “We Have To Stop Now”, co-
median Suzanne Westenhoefer stars as a cou-
ples therapist who tries to save a married lesbian 
couple from the brink of divorce. The pressure 
is on since this power couple (starring lesbian 
actresses, and a couple in real life, Kathy De-
Buono and Jill Bennett) just co-authored a run-
away bestseller on the success of marriage and 
both of their careers are at stake. “We Have To 
Stop Now” is a popular lesbian web series now 
in its second season. Episodes from the best of 
season one will be screened. 

Daring and determined best describe the hi-
larious comedy, “Falling For Caroline”, a heart-

warming story about a cute but klutzy young 
woman, who must overcome her dating blun-
ders, her friend’s wrong fashion advice, and the 
bad lesbian habit of over-analyzing every detail. 
A delightful story with many fun and unexpect-
ed twists and turns.

At the Out! For Reel After Party, over 300 
partygoers are expected to attend. “People rave 
about our After Parties - they are really fun and 
amazing events,” says Michaels. “There’s 300 
women, great music by the fantastic DJ Jodi, 
delicious catered food, and cash bars. Plus it’s 
in an elegant setting. We are very grateful to 
the Hotel Northampton for their support of Out! 
For Reel in all the ways they make our After 
Parties possible.”

Both the LFF� and the After Party are expect-
ed to sell out. Tickets are available online and at 
local ticket outlets.

For more information, to watch the trailer, 
and to buy tickets, visit www.outforreel.org.

Tickets: $1�.50 Fest Only Advance / $�0 Ad-
vance Combo: Fest + After Party / $14.50 Fest 
Only at Door / $10 Students (w/ID Door Only)

AFTER PARTY Tickets: $7.50 w/ Advance 
Fest Ticket (Combo) / $10 Advance (Online 
Only) / $1� Door/

Online Tickets are for sale at www.OutFor-
Reel.org. Ticket Outlets: Northampton: Book-
link Booksellers (Thornes), Academy of Music 
Box Office; Amherst: Food For Thought Book-
shop; Greenfield: World Eye Bookshop

 Out! For Reel is the largest LGBT film series 
in the USA.  Based in Northampton, Massachu-
setts, Out! For Reel screens the best in award-
winning lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
films from around the world on a monthly basis 
during a ten month season, beginning each year 
in September. The dates for 2010-2011 Season 
Three can be found on the OFR website.

(L-R) kathy debuono, suzanne Westenhoefer, and jill bennett 
star in the lesbian comedy about marriage, We have to stop 
now, showing at the 2nd annual lesbian film fest on april 16th 
at the academy of music theatre, northampton, ma.
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by: joe siegel/TRT Reporter
Betsy Dennigan is challenging In-

cumbent James Langevin (D) in the 
race to represent Rhode Island’s �nd 
Congressional District. Dennigan is a 
political veteran, having served in the 
General Assembly for 13 years.

Dennigan thinks a change is needed 
in Washington. Langevin has failed 
to adequately address the economic 
concerns of voters, she noted.

“I’m a very hard worker and I think 
we can do better,” Dennigan said. 
“There are many issues we need a 
stronger voice on, including job cre-
ation in Rhode Island. Many of us 
have concerns about what’s been go-
ing on in Washington and I would 
bring a different perspective on many 
issues, and one of them concerns gay 
rights.”

Dennigan supports the repeal of 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell and the De-
fense of Marriage Act (DOMA), and 
pledges to be an activist for those 
issues. Langevin opposes same-sex 
marriage, but voted against a Con-
stitutional amendment to ban gay 

marriage.
“I’ve been a passionate supporter of gay 

rights,” Dennigan said, noting she had co-spon-
sored same-sex marriage legislation and a bill 

providing wrongful death benefits for domes-
tic partners during her time in the legislature.

Dennigan is encouraged by the increased 
support for same-sex marriage among state 
legislators, but believes advocates need to 
keep lobbying for passage of a bill. 

“We need to continue to work with and meet 
those that are on the fence or simply opposed 
to civil rights,” Dennigan said.

Health care is another issue Dennigan feels 
passionately about. Dennigan works as an 
emergency nurse and has a degree in Health 
Care Administration from Rhode Island’s St. 
Joseph School of Nursing. Dennigan also has 
a Bachelor of Science degree from St. Joseph 
College and a law degree from New England 
Law – Boston.

“It’s an imperfect bill,” Dennigan of the 
health care reform legislation approved by 
Congress. “There are quite a few things that 
are not included that I think should be includ-
ed such as anti-trust provisions and also cost 
controls over the health insurance industry and 
also cost controls for pharmaceuticals.”

However, Dennigan believes the bill is a 
small step forward and pledged that if elected, 
she would address the omissions so health care 
would be affordable for all people.

While in the General Assembly, she served 
as the Co-Chair of the Joint Economic Devel-
opment Commission and the Income and As-
set Building Commission. Dennigan has made 
job creation and job retraining, especially in 

the areas of new 
manufacturing 
and biotechnol-
ogy jobs, pri-
orities in her 
campaign.

The response 
to her candidacy 
has been posi-
tive, according 
to Dennigan: 
“It’s been amaz-
ing. Every day 
we’re out meet-
ing voters and 
I think voters 
understand that I 
bring a lot to the 
table.”

Dennigan feels 
her experience as an emergency nurse and an 
attorney will also prove valuable assets for her 
role as a Congresswoman.

“I understand some of the struggles and frus-
trations that Rhode Island families are encoun-
tering, such as loss of jobs, loss of homes, and 
feel that I’m a sincere individual who will be a 
strong voice for them in Congress,” Dennigan 
added.

For more information about Betsy Dennigan, 
go to http://betsydenniganforcongress.com.

dennigan battles for rhode island’s 
2nd Congressional District Seat

besty dennigan
PhOTO: DEnnIGAn fOR COnGREss
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Aids Action Committee’s TASTE oF THE SouTH EnD, Boston, MA

Photos by
Bill Berggren

Letters to the Editor from page 2
him sound like a hypocrite. Saying that he is 
“not invested in marriage” but “invested in 
non-monogamy” makes him sound ambigu-
ous. His views could simply harm the QEJ 
more than help it. Good story for Mr. Lydon 
again!

—Jonathan M., Boston, MA

Dear Editor,
I really liked Deja Nicole Greenlaw’s sto-

ry in the Times’ March edition. The inter-
pretation of the Bible is something that has 
hurt, killed and let others abuse many. The 
Bible’s interpretation is so broad and people 
yet take it so literally that I can see how Ms. 
Greenlaw would feel as she does. I liked this 
type of story better from her.

—Greg F., Providence, RI

Dear Editor,
The GLBT Domestic Violence article by 

Lisa Eramo was very educational. I wasn’t 
completely aware of the gravity of this situ-
ation in our GLBT community. I’ve been in 
a loving relationship for �0 years and my 
husband and I have never experienced such 
a thing in our relationship, thankfully. But, 
I see that sadly others do. It’s good to know 
that there is an organization for those people 
who face such troubles. Reading that there 
are members of the community “that are 
abusive” from Attorney Thomas was eye-
opening. Maybe I live in a little cocoon and 
I can’t believe I didn’t know. Thanks for ex-
posing this issue in The Rainbow Times.

—Anthony Q., Jamaica Plain
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UNCASVILLE, CT—
Mohegan Sun invites 
the GLBT community 
to Mohegan SunDayz, 
featuring celebrity ap-
pearances, Fleur at Ul-
tra 88 Night Club, ho-
tel packages and more 
on the second Sunday 
of every month. Mo-
hegan SunDayz de-
buts on Sunday, April 
11th with DJ Escape at 
Fleur and a meet and 
greet with Josh Flagg 
and Madison Hildeb-
rand of Bravo’s Mil-
lion Dollar Listing.

Madison Hildebrand 
and Josh Flagg of 
Bravo’s Million Dol-
lar Listing

Madison Hildeb-
rand and Josh Flagg 
of the Bravo Reality 
TV show Million Dol-
lar Listing will meet 
and greet fans inside 
Leffingwells Martini 
Bar on Sunday, April 
11th at 5:00pm. They’ll be showcasing their 
new books and will take photos and sign au-
tographs. The event is free to attend. Guests 
inside Leffingwells Martini Bar must be �1 or 
older. 

Fleur at Ultra 88 Night 
Club

Ultra 88 Night Club pres-
ents Fleur with DJ Escape 
on April 11th.  Known 
throughout the gay com-
munity as one of the pre-
mier party DJs, Escape’s 
mixes of familiar vocals 

paired with new tracks have kept the party 
moving at venues across the United States. 
Party guests will include Madison Hildebrand 
and Josh Flagg of Bravo’s Million Dollar List-
ing. Doors open at 9:00pm with a $10.00 cover 
charge.  For VIP table reservations or more in-

formation, please call 
860.86�.704�.
Dayz & Nightz

Extend the evening 
with a night at Mohe-
gan Sun’s plush hotel.  
Featured only on Mo-
hegan SunDayz, Dayz 
& Nightz includes:

• A $50.00 food and 
beverage credit on 
your room for use at 
any of Mohegan Sun’s 
30+ dining venues 

• Admission for two 
to Fleur at Ultra 88 
Night Club

• A $40.00 credit to-
ward your tab at Ultra 
88 Night Club

Package starts at 
$173.00 per person per 
night based on double 
occupancy. Tax and 
gratuity not included. 
To book, please call 
1.888.777.79�� and 
mention package code PTEXL. 

For additional hotel packages, visit mohe-
gansun.com/exclusive.

Mohegan SunDayz continues on May 9th. 
Further details will be announced prior to that 
date. For more information, visit mohegansun.
com/exclusive.

Mohegan Sun, owned by the Mohegan Tribe, 
is one of the largest, most distinctive and spec-

tacular entertainment, gaming, shopping and 
meeting destinations in the United States.  
Situated on 240 acres along the Thames River 
in scenic southeastern Connecticut, Mohegan 
Sun is within easy access of New York, Bos-
ton, Hartford and Providence and located 15 
minutes from the museums, antique shops and 
waterfront of Mystic Country.  More informa-
tion is available by calling 1.888.226.7711 or 
visiting mohegansun.com.

GLBT: Mohegan Makes SunDayz The Best Day Of The Week
monthly mohegan sundayz feature celebrity appearances, hotel packages and fleur at ultra 88night club

an lgbt-friendly dream room to enjoy during mohegan’s sundayz.
PhOTO COuRTEsY Of MOhEGAn sun

one of the many enchanting lobbies at the beautiful mohegan sun.
PhOTO COuRTEsY Of MOhEGAn sun
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newly released “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
regulations called a “Positive step” on 
the road to possible repeal this year

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Hu-
man Rights Campaign (HRC), the 
nation’s largest lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) civil rights 
organization, called the Department 
of Defense’s new “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” regulations “a positive step on 
the road to repeal this year.”  The 
new regulations released by Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates will raise the 
bar for investigations and discharges 
under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”.  

“These new regulations are a posi-
tive step toward repeal of the dis-
criminatory ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ 
law this year,” said Human Rights 
Campaign President Joe Solmonese.  
“Congress must continue to move 
forward with legislative action to re-
peal the law this year while the Pen-
tagon continues its work to determine 
how to best implement that repeal.  
Two branches of government can and 
should work concurrently toward re-
peal.  There is no reason for Congress 
to wait for the details on implemen-
tation when Secretary Gates and the 
President have made it clear that this 
law should be repealed.”

The new regulations will raise the 
level of the commander authorized 
to initiate a discharge investigation, 
revise the threshold for credible in-
formation and third-party allegations, 

and protect disclosure to medical and psycho-
logical personnel and for other non-military 
purposes.   

“Our community is doing the hard work of 
lobbying members of Congress and making 
sure the grassroots pressure is on for repeal,” 
continued Solmonese.  “With health insurance 
reform passed and a successful conclusion 
reached, now is the time for more visible and 
aggressive leadership from the White House to 
push for a vote this year.”  

Military leaders, including Secretary Gates 
and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm. 
Michael Mullen, recognize that DADT is a 
failed law and support its repeal.  Before the 
Senate Armed Services Committee last month, 
Secretary Gates announced, “the question be-
fore us is not whether the military prepares to 
make this change, but how we best prepare for 
it.”  In addition at that hearing, Adm. Mullen 
testified that “allowing gays and lesbians to 
serve openly would be the right thing to do.” 

HRC launched the Repeal DADT Now cam-
paign that is mobilizing veterans, their families 
and average Americans in targeted states, and 
have an extensive field team on the ground in 
six. In the past year, our members and support-
ers have completed over 190,000 phone calls 
and emails to members of Congress, submitted 
1,�00 letters to editors, and arranged �50 in-
district lobby visits to change our laws.   Early 
this month, �75 HRC members from around 
the country traveled to Capitol Hill to lobby 
for repeal. 

Rep. Murphy (D-PA), an Iraq War veteran 
and a former paratrooper in the U.S. Army’s 
elite 8�nd Airborne Division, is the lead spon-
sor of the Military Readiness Enhancement 
Act (H.R. 1�83), the House bill to repeal the 
DADT law. Senator Joe Lieberman (I-CT) is 
the lead sponsor of similar legislation in the 
Senate (S. 3065).  More than 13,500 Ameri-
cans have been discharged under the law – in-
cluding more than 800 specialists with vital 
skills like Arabic linguists.

  
The Human Rights Campaign is America’s 

largest civil rights organization working to 
achieve lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der equality. By inspiring and engaging all 
Americans, HRC strives to end discrimination 
against LGBT citizens and realize a nation 
that achieves fundamental fairness and equal-
ity for all.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Last week, Marine 
Corps Commandant James Conway told Mili-
tary.com that he “would not ask our Marines 
to live with someone who is homosexual if 
we can possibly avoid it.”  He added, “In this 
case, I would want to reserve the right of a 
Marine that thinks he or she wouldn’t want to 
[share a room with a homosexual]. And again 
that’s the overwhelming … number of people 
that say that they wouldn’t like to do so.”  The 
Military.com article, including audio, can be 
viewed from www.military.com/. 

This statement came on the same day that 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates released 
new common sense regulations that will result 
in fewer investigations and discharges under 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT) and repri-
manded the Army’s Pacific Commander Lt. 
Gen. Benjamin Mixon for publicly advocating 
against repeal of DADT in violation of mili-
tary regulations.

“General Conway is off base and out of 
line.  Gays and lesbians are serving today in 
the Marines and sharing rooms with other ser-
vice members with no problems whatsoever,” 
said Jarrod Chlapowski, a former Army lin-
guist who chose not to reenlist due to DADT.   
“General Conway’s unsubstantiated assump-
tions about the views of Marines is contradict-
ed by hard facts-- 73% of men and women in 
uniform say they are personally comfortable in 
the presence of lesbians and gays and �5% of 
troops in Afghanistan or Iraq knew a member 

of his or her unit who is lesbian or gay.”
“General Conway is selling our Marines 

short by assuming they share his outdated and 
biased views about lesbians and gays,” said 
Chlapowski.

The Facts:
UCLA’s Williams Institute estimates that 

there are approximately 66,000 gay or les-
bian service members currently in our Armed 
Forces.  

Nearly three in four troops (73%) say they 
are personally comfortable in the presence of 
lesbians and gays (Zogby International and the 
Michael D. Palm Center, �006). 

One in four (�5%) U.S. troops who served in 
Afghanistan or Iraq knows a member of his or 
her unit who is lesbian or gay. More than 55% 
of the troops who know of a lesbian or gay col-
league said the presence of lesbians or gays in 
their unit is well-known by others (Zogby In-
ternational, �006).  

All published Pentagon studies that address 
the topic, including the 1993 Rand Report, 
conclude that there should be no special restric-
tions on service by lesbian and gay personnel.

The Human Rights Campaign is America’s 
largest civil rights organization working to 
achieve lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
equality. By inspiring and engaging all Ameri-
cans, HRC strives to end discrimination against 
LGBT citizens and realize a nation that achieves 
fundamental fairness and equality for all.

former army linguist calls marine corps 
commandant’s views “outdated and biased” 

C’mon Out from page 2
want. Dogs just want to love and please. What 
could be better?

I just don’t understand people who think 
that the homo… sapien species could ever 
compete with the glorious canine species. 
Being able to use your mouth for everything…
well, imagine that. We humans must work, 
work, and work. Dogs only have to eat, sleep, 
love and play. Why are we considered the 
superior species? Think about it.

so Louise, what I am trying to say is, the 
next time your new girlfriend’s dog wants to 
lie horizontally in the bed (because you know 
they always do), move over. More than likely 
there’s a bed on the floor right next to your 
lover’s bed. It may be small, but it’s probably 
very cozy and comfortable and all you’ll have 
to do is roll into a ball.

Are you aware that this is my April fools 
edition to The Rainbow Times? Gotcha!! Or did I?

feline lovers are welcome to reply. J
Tetty

This month’s column is dedicated to my 
dear friend Zeeb who always asks the right 
questions.

c’mon out! submit your questions to tetty 
gorfine, director of lifecourse counseling 
center. simply go to www.lifecourse.net and 
click on “ask us a Question.” all questions 
will be answered on the bulletin board. one 
or two will be printed next month here in the 
rainbow times.

Tetty has also been a psychotherapist 
since 1980. She has worked extensively with 
LGBTQ individuals, couples and groups and 
has supervised both clinicians and therapists 
in training. Her vision and leadership spirited 
nearly all of LifeCourse Counseling Center’s 
programs. Tetty has also been on numerous 
radio talk shows and television programs. 
She has presented at professional confer-
ences on topics pertinent to gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender individuals.
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deeP inside hollyWood: hugh jackman, sigourney Weaver, alicia silverstone…
by: romeo san Vicente*

Jackman taking road to Selma
Under normal circumstances, the 

casting of an actor to play Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., in Selma, the latest proj-
ect from gay Oscar nominated director 
Lee Daniels, would be major news. 
And once the movie is finally shot, 
cut and released, David Oyelowo, the 
British actor who’ll play the legend-
ary civil rights leader and who’ll also 
soon appear in George Lucas’s Red 
Tails, will surely see his profile rise in 
this country. But for now you probably 
have no idea who he is, and so the real 
casting news for this movie is about 
Hugh Jackman. He’s going to play 
a redneck sheriff in the story, which 
will center around the 1965 marches 
staged by King in Selma, Alabama, 
and he will almost certainly not be 
pouring entire buckets of warm water 
over his sweat-glistened torso in this 
one. But that’s just a hunch. They’re 
still getting the financing together 
anyway, so you’ve got some waiting 
on your hands, either way.

 
Sigourney and Silverstone to Vamp

Want more vampires in love? Of 
course you do. Your job as a member of con-
sumer culture requires you to enjoy astonish-
ing amounts of the thing that’s really popular 
right now. So that’s what you’re going to get. 
Welcome, then, Vamps, the new film from 
Fast Times at Ridgemont High and Clueless 
writer/director Amy Heckerling. It’s sort of a 

young Sex and the 
City-meets-glamor-
ous-neck-biting and 
will star Alicia Sil-
verstone and Krys-
ten Ritter (She’s 
Out of My League) 
as two young lady-
bloodsuckers in New 
York, both of whom 
have to choose be-
tween immortal-
ity and love. It will 
co-star Sigourney 

Weaver (it’s really about time she got to play 
a vampire, her lesbian icon status was in jeop-
ardy after that last Tim Allen comedy) as the 
leader of a blood dynasty. Look, as long as it’s 
a comedy and Alicia is allowed to shop some, 
it probably won’t hurt a bit.

Ashley Tisdale: Hellcat
From the It Sure Took Them Long Enough 

department (and certainly inspired by a certain 
show about teen choirs) comes Hellcats, a pilot 
from the CW about cheerleading. Starring Aly 
Michalka as a college girl from the wrong side 
of the tracks who joins the world of competitive 
cheering, the series has cast singer-actor Ashley 
Tisdale as the squad’s intensely ambitious team 
captain. Tisdale almost single-handedly added 
all comic relief to the High School Musical 
franchise (as the intensely ambitious queen of 
drama club, so yeah, not much stretching here) 
so this bit of actor-in-the-right-role news feels 
like a perfect fit. Better yet, it’s for a network 
that specializes in tart-tongued young things, 
so we’re certain to see Tisdale finally shed 

some of her squeaky-cleanliness. And you can 
go ahead and call it Bring It On: The College 
Years: The TV Show if you want. That’s what it 
sounds like to Romeo, too. It also sounds like a 
damn good time waiting to happen. 

Jason Segel’s rainbow connection
In truth, there’s technically nothing truly gay 

about The Muppets. They’re wholesome and 
sweet and hilarious. There are openly homosex-
ual Muppets. (Unless you’re talking about Bert 
and Ernie. And we’ve had our gaydar tripped 
by Big Bird. And Sweetums. And Miss Piggy 
is voiced by a man. Okay, The Muppets are 
super-gay after all.) But they do resonate with 

everyone’s sense of humor and, more impor-
tantly, the human sense of wanting to belong to 
a big happy group. So the news that The Great-
est Muppet Movie of All Time is happening and 
that puppet-friendly funny guy Jason Segal is 
not only the main-starring human being but 
also the script’s co-writer is more exciting than 
the announcement of a project featuring actual 
gayness. It just is. Set for �01�, it can’t arrive 
soon enough, Mayan calendar be darned.

*Romeo San Vicente always identified 
with drumming Muppet “Animal.” He can 
be reached care of this publication or at 
DeepInsideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.

romeo san Vicente

sigourney Weaver set to take on role she really can sink her teeth into
PhOTO COuRTEsY Of LIfETIME

 The �3rd Connecticut Gay & Lesbian Film 
Festival will take place on Thursday, May �7 
- Saturday, June 5, �010. Mark your calendars! 
The Film Festival will start on Memorial Day 
weekend.  Because we have so many great 
films to screen this year, we’ll be starting a 
day early on Thursday, May �7th!  As always, 
we’ll be having our Opening weekend party on 
Friday, May �8th and our Closing Night party 
on Saturday, June 5th.  Come on out for some 
great films and great times with your friends.

The full festival schedule and website will 
be available in early May. Volunteer oppor-
tunities are being sought for: Screen and help 
to select films for our next festival, help with 
marketing our festival, and to assist in staffing 
the festival and our events throughout the year. 
The weekly meetings are held every Monday at 
7:00 p.m. at Trinity College, Women & Gen-
der Resource Action Center, located on the �nd 
floor of Mather Hall; 300 Summit Street, Hart-
ford, CT. For more information, please email: 
ctglff@hartnet.org or call 860-586-1136.

23rd connecticut gay 
& lesbian film festival 
draws near, film buff 
volunteers sought
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Lesbian Best Sellers
 1. And Then Came Lola

 2. Bitch Slap

 3.  Hannah Free

 9.  The L Word Final Season

 5.  I Can’t Think Straight

 6.  Training Rules

 7.  The Lovers & Friends Show 
Seasons 1 & 2

 8. The Baby Formula

 9. The L Word: Season 5

10. The World Unseen

Gay Best Sellers
 1. Mr. Right

 2. BOYCRAZY

 3.  The Butch Factor

 4. The Big Gay Musical

 3. Hollywood je taime

 6.  Breakfast with Scot

 7. Half-Life

 8. Fish Out of Water

 9. Homewrecker

 10.  Another Gay Sequel: 
Gays Gone Wild

the month’s best selling videos
courtesy: wolfevideo.com

it’s right around the corner ...

May 1st • noHo Pride 2010
find more info online at:

www.therainbowtimesnews.com
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Human Rights 
Campaign, the nation’s largest lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) civil rights 
organization, today praised Senator Barbara 
Boxer (D-CA) for introducing the Equal Ac-
cess to COBRA Act of �010, which would 
equalize the benefits under the Consolidated 
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (CO-
BRA), guaranteeing continuation health cov-
erage to any qualified beneficiary under an 
employer’s health insurance plan, including 
domestic partners and the children of domes-
tic partners when employers choose to cover 
them.  Currently, COBRA mandates only that 

employees, their spouses and dependent chil-
dren can continue their health coverage, usual-
ly at their own expense, after certain qualifying 
events, most commonly when the employee 
leaves or loses his or her job.  This bill would 
ensure that other beneficiaries would have the 
equal ability to obtain continuation coverage, 
as well as the subsidies Congress has recently 
enacted to assist families with the cost of uti-
lizing COBRA benefits.          

“Same-sex couples are equally affected by 
economic hardships and should have equal 
access to important benefits like COBRA 
continuation coverage,” said Human Rights 

Campaign Joe Solmonese.  
“Hundreds of employers, includ-
ing more than half of the Fortune 
500, already extend health ben-
efits to the domestic partners of 
their employees as a matter of 
fairness as well as good busi-
ness practice.  In these troubled 
economic times, when many 
Americans are concerned about 
the security of their jobs and 
health insurance, LGBT people 
should not also have to worry whether the CO-
BRA safety net will be there to help protect 

the health of their families.  We 
applaud Senator Boxer’s leader-
ship is seeking these important 
protections for our community.”        

The Human Rights Campaign 
is America’s largest civil rights 
organization working to achieve 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender equality. By inspiring and 
engaging all Americans, HRC 
strives to end discrimination 
against LGBT citizens and real-

ize a nation that achieves fundamental fairness 
and equality for all.

nyC GLBT ExPo, 
new york, ny

Photos by
Bill Berggren

Senator Boxer introduces Legislation aimed to 
extend equal COBRA benefits to LGBT families 
Bill ensures access to continued coverage of existing domestic partner health insurance



www.therainbowtimesnews.com • The Rainbow Times • April 1, �010 - April 14, �010 • 15

by: jane l. edmonstone,  
elder andrea’ V. boisseau, and 
samantha j. cornell

 A housing discrimination case 
brought by a Massachusetts trans-
gender couple against landlords and a 
real estate agent of a rental property 
in Oxford, MA, has recently been 
settled.

Samantha J. Cornell, a transgender 
woman, and her spouse Elder An-
drea’ V. Boisseau, who was born with 
an intersex condition, were awarded 
$6,000 in damages, and attorney’s 
fees, even though the defendants 
did not admit any wrongdoing in the 
spring �008 incident.

Cornell and Boisseau began the 
search for a new apartment after their 
landlord lost his building in foreclo-
sure. They found a rental property in 
Oxford, MA, and viewed the apart-
ment with a real estate agent. The 
agent then called them a few days lat-
er to inform the couple that the apart-
ment had been rented to a “straight, 

single male.”
A subsequent investigation conducted by the 

Worcester Fair Housing Project at the Legal 
Assistance Corporation of Central Massachu-
setts (LACCM) found evidence that suggested 
the couple had been illegally discriminated 

against on the basis of their gender identity, 
sex, sexual orientation, marital status, and dis-
ability. These claims were included in the law-
suit brought against the landlords and real es-
tate agent. Cornell and Boisseau also became 
homeless for a significant period of time after 
being refused the rental property.

“Advocates are working to amend the state’s 
anti-discrimination laws to explicitly add 
gender identity and expression as a protected 
category, but people should realize that the 
existing law’s prohibition of sex and disability 
discrimination may offer protection for trans-
gender individuals,” Jane L. Edmonstone, an 
attorney for the plaintiffs, said.

Massachusetts’ 1989 anti-discrimination law 
protects lesbian, gay, and bisexual people (and 
people perceived as such) from discrimination 
in education, employment, services, credit, 
places of public accommodation, and housing. 
The law does not, however, include gender 
identity or expression.

“We filed this case because we believed 
what happened to us was discriminatory and 
based on biased perceptions of our sex,” Bois-
seau said. “We are pleased that the case has 
resolved and hope it shows that everyone, re-
gardless of gender identity, has a right to equal 
housing.”

Along with the $6,000 settlement, the real 
estate agent in question has been ordered to 
undergo fair housing training.

Housing Discrimination suit 
against landlords and agent 
reaches settlement  
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Claiming to have been writing his memoirs, 

Ricky Martin, the man who gave a new mean-
ing to the words “Living la Vida Loca” came 
out of the closet on March �9, �010, ending 
decades of intrigue by some and dismay by 
others. Martin, who made most men who ques-
tioned his sexuality go crazy and most women 
who loved the macho-lover’s onstage perfor-
mances wonder why he remained “single,” 
first used Twitter to announce his news. His 
official website was off for a few minutes after 
the Twitter announcement, and then it was up 
with the news that had just hit the news world 
at once. 

Martin wrote via his website, rickymartin-
music.com, that the writing of his memoirs 
gave him the strength to realize that he had to 
be honest now in spite of years of hiding who 
he was and the fear that the truth about his sex-
uality could bring over his successful career. 

“From the moment I wrote the first phrase I 
was sure the book was the tool that was going 
to help me free myself from things I was car-
rying within me for a long time,” wrote Martin 
via his official website. “Things that were too 
heavy for me to keep inside. Writing this ac-
count of my life, I got very close to my truth.”

The Puerto Rican heartthrob has charmed 
audiences for decades from the time he was 
a member of the Latin American boy band 
Menudo, to his time in the 1990s as a bar-

tender for the American soap opera General 
Hospital. In Broadway, he played the romantic 
lead, Marius Pontmercy, in Les Miserables. 
He is also the founder of his own foundation, 
The Ricky Martin Foundation, whose mission 
is to “advocate for the well being of children 
around the globe in critical areas such as social 
justice, education and health,” according to the 
site mission’s statement.

Drawing more into his roots and family life, 
Martin recently became the father of twin boys 
Matteo and Valentino. The babies were deliv-
ered via gestational surrogacy. 

After the birth of his two sons, Martin was 
seen with them alone in pictures that appeared 
all over the world. Insisting that he was just a 
proud single father, Martin continued to hide 
from his true self. 

“Allowing myself to be seduced by fear and 
insecurity became a self-fulfilling prophecy of 
sabotage” Martin shared via his website. “To-
day I take full responsibility for my decisions 
and my actions.”

And, grand joy and in a grand manner came 
his confession.

“These years in silence and reflection made 
me stronger and reminded me that acceptance 
has to come from within and that this kind of 
truth gives me the power to conquer emotions 
I didn’t even know existed ... I am proud to say 
that I am a fortunate homosexual man. I am 
very blessed to be who I am,” he wrote.

finally “out of the closet”
Puerto rican heartthrob “... proud to say 
that i am a fortunate homosexual man.”
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A new video designed to win sup-
port for legalizing same-sex marriage 
in Rhode Island has been produced 
by Marriage Equality Rhode Island 
(MERI) and Gay and Lesbian Advo-
cates and Defenders (GLAD).

The 13-minute video, titled “Valu-
ing All Families: Marriage Equality in 
Rhode Island”, was 
shown to the media 
on March 16. It is the 
latest tool in the cam-
paign to win marriage 
equality in the state. 
The video will be dis-
tributed to state legis-
lators and will be post-
ed on the MERI and 
GLAD web sites, as 
well as on YouTube. 
It will also be shown 
at house parties, com-
munity events, and 
on local cable access 
television.

“These couples ex-
emplify the best of 
marriage: love and 

commitment, in sickness and in health, for better 
and for worse,” said Kathy Kushnir, Executive 
Director of MERI. “After hearing their stories, 
you just can’t deny that they understand mar-
riage, and deserve marriage equality.”

The video features 5 couples from different 
parts of the state. They share the stories of their 
lives and relationships. Featured are Marianne 
Monte and Lisa Carcieri of Pawtucket, who are 
the parents of a 3 year-old son.

“Having marriage in Rhode Island elevates the 
level of understanding that we’re a couple for-
ever,” said Monte.

Raffaello LaMantia and J. Edward LaVelle 
of Providence have been together for nearly 50 

years. LaVelle was diagnosed with a debilitating 
illness several years ago.

“I’m always there for him. I will never, ever 
leave his side. And that’s a commitment,” La-
Mantia said of “J”. 

Paige and Sarah Clausius-Parks of Warwick 

met at Providence College, and 
see their parents’ long marriages 
as great examples. “My parents 
were married for 40 years and 
they did everything together—it 
was the team. So, I definitely 
have some good role models for 
being in a relationship and what 
that means,” said Sarah, who 
grew up in Rhode Island.

Judith Anderson and Marcia 
Blair of North Kingstown met 
�5 years ago at the University 
of Rhode Island.

“It just gets better and better,” 
said Blair of their relationship. 
”I know that I can count on Ju-
dith for support [for] whatever 
comes along. I was recently 
diagnosed with breast cancer, and Judith has 
stepped up in every way possible.”

David Becker and Rock Ripple of Providence 
are raising a teenage daughter and “spend a whole 
lot of time bringing groceries into the house and 
feeding children,” Ripple said. 

Becker said their daughter “needs to feel that 
her parents are forever – and the confidence, 
the necessary confidence, that that brings to a 
14-year-old.”

State Reps. Arthur Handy (D-Cranston) and 
Frank Ferri (D-Warwick) are co-sponsors of a 
bill which would allow same-sex couples to wed 
in the Ocean State.

For the past 15 years, testimony regarding 
same-sex marriage bills has been heard by the 

House and Senate Judiciary Committees, but the 
bills have never made it out of their respective 
committees for a floor vote.

Ferri said support for same-sex marriage among 
his fellow legislators “has multiplied every year. 
It is a cultural change.”

Handy concurred, noting the committee hear-
ings held every year have had a positive impact 
on his colleagues. “Valuing All Families” will 
generate even more support for same-sex mar-
riage, by demonstrating that same-sex couples 
want to make the same commitment to each other 
as straight couples.

“This (video) does that in a really creative 
way,” Handy said.

MERI is online at www.marriageequality.org.

PhOTO COuRTEsY Of MERI

MERI & GLAD unite: Video campaign featuring personal 
experiences to promote Rhode Island marriage equality

PhOTO COuRTEsY Of MERI

The Black Lavender Experience grew out of 
the research Professor Elmo Terry-Morgan and 
his students conducted in his course, AFRI 0990: 
Black Lavender: Plays with Black LGBTQ Con-
tent/Issues/Topics, since 1998. The plays selected 
for BLX10 reflect the evolution of Black Queer 
playwriting from the late 1980s and early 1990s 
to the present.  During the embryonic stages of 
the Black Lavender Theatre Movement most 
playwrights addressed issues of “coming out” and 
the impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic on, primar-
ily, Black Gay men.  Since then a core of Black 
LGBTQ playwrights has established themselves 
as the mothers and fathers of Black Lavender 
Theatre and have, in the doing, created spaces for 
younger voices to be heard on the stage.  These 
newer voices have expanded the notion of Black 
Queer Identity by positing Black Queer bodies 
within the discourse that asks the question, “What 
does it means to be human?”  

The BLX10 playwrights are illustrative of this 
evolution.  E. Patrick Johnson’s Pouring Tea ex-
amines relationships between Southern Black 
Gay men and their mothers.  André Thompson, 
’05, explores gender queerness in his autobio-
graphical account, My Penis.  Ione Lloyd situates 
a dysfunctional Lesbian affair between employer 
and employee with the larger context of racial, 
cultural, and class collisions in Dirty Little Black 
Girls.  In her historical reflection, Out of Bounds, 
Isissa Komada-John, ’10, the youngest BLX10 
voice, examines the life and aspirations of a clos-
eted Lesbian struggling to have her voice heard 
in a 1969 Black Panther-like organization.  These 
diverse voices will convene as a group to discuss 
their respective evolutions as theatre artists in the 
panel, Queering the Human as Art. The plays, 
sparked by Queer Playwrights, will show on April 
7-11, �010 at Brown University, Rhode Island. 

The BLACK LAVENDER 
EXPERIENCE returns
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creep of the Week: u.s. general john sheehan
by: d’anne Witkowski*

A quick history les-
son: In 1995, dur-
ing the Bosnian 

War, thousands of people 
were murdered in the town 
of Srebrenica. It was – and 
still is – horrific. But it 
turns out the entire thing 
could have been prevented. 
And it’s all Holland’s fault. 
Or, more specifically, Hol-
land’s gay soldiers.

Looks like Fred Phelps 
needs to get himself, his signs and his family to 
Holland, stat.

You see, Holland lets openly gay men and 
women serve in its armed forces. It did in 1995 
and it continues to. But as every God-fearing 
patriot knows, gays aren’t fit for duty, unless 
that duty involves a sailor hat, a g-string and a 
Pride parade float blasting Madonna “Confes-
sions on a Dance Floor” remixes.

In other words, you don’t put queers in charge 
if you want to stop a genocide.

Or so says retired U.S. general John Sheehan, 
who testified before the Senate Armed Services 
Committee about “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” in-
sisting that it need to be kept in place. Unless, of 
course, we wanted thousands of people to die.

In 1995, Bosnian Serb forces trounced the 
Dutch soldiers, enabling them to kill nearly 

8,000 Muslim men and boys, because the Dutch 
solders were all a bunch of limp-wristed fags. I 
mean, for one thing, they were there for peace-
keeping – not fighting – so they didn’t even 
have “the big guns” so to speak. And, as every-
one knows, peace is totally a faggy thing.

To understand where Sheehan was coming 
from (besides out of his own ass), the following 
exchange happened during his testimony.

“(Allowing openly gay Dutch soldiers to 
serve) led to a force that was ill-equipped to go 
to war. The case in point that I’m referring to is 
when the Dutch were required to defend Sre-
brenica against the Serbs. The battalion was un-
der-strength, poorly led and the Serbs came into 
town, handcuffed the soldiers to the telephone 
poles, marched the Muslims off and executed 
them.”

“Did the Dutch leaders tell you it was because 
there were gay soldiers there?” asked Sen. Carl 
Levin (D-Michigan), chairman of the U.S. Sen-
ate’s Armed Services Committee.

“Yes, they did. They included that as part of 
the problem,” Sheehan said. “That the combina-
tion was the liberalization of the military, a net 
effect was basically social engineering.”

Levin wasn’t buying it. “I think that any effort 
to connect that failure on the part of the Dutch 
to the fact that they have homosexuals, or did 
allow homosexuals, I think is totally off-target,” 
he said.

In other words, “Sheehan, you crazy.”
The Dutch are all, “WTF?” and “Um, no.”

“It is astonishing that a man of his stature 
can utter such complete nonsense,” said Dutch 
defense ministry spokesman Roger van de 
Wetering.

Oh, Honey, not in our country. Hearing talk 
like Sheehan’s is totally a “same shit, different 
day” kind of thing.

“The Srebrenica massacre and the involve-
ment of UN soldiers was extensively investigat-
ed by the Netherlands, international organiza-
tions and the United Nations,” van de Wetering 
continued. “Never was there in any way con-

cluded that the sexual orientation of soldiers 
played a role.”

Well, of course they didn’t. Everyone knows 
the United Nations is a fag-front operation. 
Thankfully we’ve got guys like Sheehan to tell 
their own batshit crazy versions of the truth.

*D’Anne Witkowski has been gay for pay 
since 2003. She’s a freelance writer and poet 
(believe it!). When she’s not taking on the 
creeps of the world she reviews rock and roll 
shows in Detroit with her twin sister.

d’anne Witkowski
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Por: Wilfred labiosa*

M Me sien-
to en el 
Malecón 

después de desa-
yunar para escri-
bir parte de esta 
columna. Observo 
gente caminar con 
caras de tristeza y 
amargura y tam-
bién con caras de 
desesperación y 
alegría, pero to-

dos diciéndome, “Buenos Dias”. Las 
calles están solitarias y al pasar un 
carro y autobús el silencio es inter-
rumpido momentariamente. Pescado-
res llegan al Malecón para tomar sus 
puestos y tirar sus cañas para ver que 

recogen hoy. El agua está tranquila y las mu-
rallas del fuerte se sientan en el fondo como 
unas “estructuras” sin cambio. Cuba es un país 
con energía electrificante, política inmóvil pero 
con ideales fuertes, gente llenas de esperanzas 
y fe de que las cosas van a mejorar y cambiar 
en un futuro incierto.

Me levante el día anterior con tanta triste-
za en mi espíritu y alma ya que mucho/as no 
tienen nada que los inspira a vivir. El futro es 
tan incierto que no se puede conceptualizar. 
No se sabe que esperar de “el”.  La comuni-
dad LGBT también esta en este bote, pensé yo, 
pero ese mismo día tuve una de las mejores ex-
periencias de mi vida. En los días anteriores y 
en el viaje pasado note una comunidad LGBT 
vibrante pero a la vez controlada. Pero enton-
ces aprendí que la comunidad LGBT tiene a 
alguien que aboga y promueve aceptación 
nacionalmente. Esta energía se llama Mariela 
Castro-Espín, hija del presidente Raúl Castro. 
Ella es una persona jovial, inteligente y dinámi-
ca llena de ideas para una Cuba sin homofobia 
ni sexismo y una sociedad para todo/as con 
aceptación e igualdad. Ella no quiere cambiar 
poder sino equilibrar el poder para una socie-
dad justa.   Ella va por un camino cierto como 
aliada a nuestra comunidad LGBT y sé que 
nuestro/as hermano/as LGBT en Cuba tienen 
a una aliada que va a traer el cambio necesario 

para la aceptación de nuestra comunidad con 
derechos iguales para todo/as. Gracias a esta 
cita me pude ir a dormir alegre y con esper-
anzas para la comunidad LGBT Cubana que 
lo más probable va a tener más derechos que 
nosotros/as acá en los EU. Gracias Mariela por 
levantarme el ánimo y traerme entendimiento 
de que las cosas si pueden cambiar y que pu-
ede ver igualdad. Ella me recordó que nunca 
uno se rinde y que las cosas sí pueden llegar, 
hay que tener paciencia y fe a la vez de saber 
cómo abogar por la comunidad.

Este viaje a Cuba tengo la oportunidad de ir 
por el centro de Cuba, viajo a Cienfuegos, a 
Trinidad, a Fomento y a Sancti Espíritus. Po-
breza y humildad me abrazan. Voy por estas 
áreas como parte del grupo de Acceso y me 
trae felicidad al poder dar donaciones de ropa, 
medicinas, zapatos, libros y demás a program-
as (y personas) que lo necesitan. Conozco a 
padres, líderes comunitarios, residentes y a 
jóvenes en los ocho maravillosos días. Qué 
bonito trabajo y le agradezco a Acceso por 
dejarme ir con ellos y compartir de este viaje 
humanitario a través de Cuba. Pude conocer 
otro lado de Cuba, el lado que como turista 
nunca se ve pero que sabe que existe. Gracias 
por darme este lente humanitario y espero que 
mis próximos viajes a esta bella isla sean de 
este índole. 

Regrese a la Habana anoche, antes de mi 
partida y ahora regreso al Malecón antes 
de tomar el autobús que me llevara al aero-
puerto. Anoche me sentí triste y alegre a la 
vez mientras empacaba mi maleta que va tan 
vacía ya que di todo lo que traje a personas 
en el camino. Me recuerdo de la camisa que 
le doy a Obel, las blusas que le traje a Maria, 
los pantalones y vitaminas que le di a Juanito 
y tantas cosas más que di. Le pido a Dios y 
Chango que algún día las cosas cambien para 
mis hermano/as Cubanos. Cuanto añoro el día 
cuando Cuba tenga igualdad y “libertades” y 
en verdad las dos alas del mismo pájaro pu-
edan volar libremente de lado a lado. Decidí 
bajar de mi cuarto para tomarme un último 
mojito y poder respirar el aire que se respira 
en el Malecón. Me siento afuera en el patio de 
mi hotel viendo el Malecón, otros del grupo 
se acercan y comenzamos a hablar de nuestro 

viaje y de las cosas que hicimos a través de los 
pasados días. Yo le menciono a ello/as de mi 
reunión con Mariela y también de la otra gente 
LGBT que conocí. Le menciono como hablé a 
este muchacho, de diecisiete años, sobre pro-
tección ya que se prostituye para poder traerle 
dinero a su esposa y bebe recién nacido. Otros 
en el grupo hacen lo mismo y comparten con-
migo sus experiencias y con las personas que 
se encontraron en el camino. 

Cuba no es mi patria pero de cierto la con-
sidero como el otro país con el cual me identi-
fico. Tengo amistades en Cuba que por la situ-
ación política entre nuestros dos países sólo nos 
comunicamos esporádicamente por teléfono o 
email. Tengo a mi amiga Alegría que la conocí 
en una tienda y hablamos de Obama, de prob-
lemas familiares y del campo de psicología. 
Tengo a mis dos amigos Cubanos, José y Edu-
ardo, con los cuales hablo de todo un poco in-
cluyendo de cosas intimas; ellos dos en verdad 
tienen un espíritu y energía increíble. A Mari-

ela y a Dalia, las acabe de conocer pero sé que 
nos vamos a seguir comunicando y trabajando 
junto/as por la comunidad Cubana y LGBT. Y 
acá en Boston tengo a mi amigo, hermano y 
familia, Osvaldo que admiro por todo lo que 
hace y todo lo que representa… gracias ami-
gos/as Cubanos por dejarme conocer a la Cuba 
que siempre quise conocer pero pensaba que 
no estaba a mi alcance. Dejo el Malecón atrás 
y me siento en el autobús mirando a la gente 
diciéndonos adiós y me voy de Cuba alegre y 
pensando que regresare pronto, que en verdad 
no es un adiós sino hasta la próxima.   

*Escrito en ambos idiomas por Wilfred W. 
Labiosa. Editado por Gricel Martínez Ocasio. 
Para mas información de Acceso visita: www.
acceso.us.

To read this store in English, please visit: 
www.therainbowtimesmass.com/latinvisionapril1
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¡La Cuba que conocí en este viaje! 
Como nunca la había conocido
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la belleza de cuba y la esperanza del futuro para todos, y en especial para la comunidad lgbt.
PhOTO: WILfRED LABIOsA
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On March ��, the New Jersey Su-
preme Court granted Lambda Legal’s 
motion to submit a brief that exceeds 
the Court’s standard page limit, fol-
lowing our filing on March 18 to re-
activate Lewis v. Harris, our suit for 
marriage equality. “The evidence we 
submitted to show civil union is un-
equal to marriage is overwhelming, 
and we’re pleased that the Court has 
agreed to receive all of it,” says Hay-
ley Gorenberg, deputy legal director 
of Lambda Legal. “This is a first step 
forward. We await the briefing sched-
ule set by the Court.”

On March 18, �010, Lambda Legal 
returned to the New Jersey Supreme 
Court to file a motion seeking mar-
riage equality on behalf of the plain-
tiffs in the original Lewis v. Harris 
lawsuit.

“The New Jersey Supreme Court 
ordered equality for same-sex couples 
when it decided our marriage lawsuit 
in �006, and the legislature has failed 
to meet that crystal-clear obligation,” 
said Lambda Legal Deputy Legal 
Director Hayley Gorenberg. “Civil 
unions are a failed legislative experi-
ment in providing equality—marriage 
equality is the only solution.”

Lambda Legal filed Lewis v. Har-
ris in June �00� on behalf of seven 
same-sex couples seeking the right 
to marry. The New Jersey Supreme 

Court issued its ruling on October �5, �006, 
unanimously agreeing that it is unconstitution-
al to give same-sex couples lesser rights than 
different-sex couples, but leaving the remedy 
to reach equality up to the legislature.

In January �007 the New Jersey Legislature 
hastily enacted a civil union law. In Decem-
ber �008 the Civil Union Review Commis-
sion, appointed by the legislature, issued its 
report documenting how civil unions fall short 
of the court-mandated equality for same-sex 
couples.

“Unfortunately Cindy has had to go to the 
emergency room both before we had a civil 
union and after,” says plaintiff Maureen Kilian 
about her partner, Cindy Meneghin. “The trips 
were 1� years apart and health care providers 
were just as confused about our relationship 
and what their legal obligations were to respect 
it each time. Our civil union didn’t help. The 
fear and degradation were with us then and are 
still with us today.”

In January �010, following a hard-fought 
campaign led by Garden State Equality, the 
New Jersey Senate voted on and failed to pass 
a marriage equality law.

“With our kids watching, we have to explain 
that we are in a civil union with each other 
and that we are both parents of our daughters, 
which would never happen if we could just 
say ‘we’re married,’” say plaintiffs Sarah and 
Suyin Lael. “Those few words that everybody 
knows so well make an enormous difference—
a difference our civil union has not made.”

The case is Lewis v. Harris.S
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The U.S. Tax Court recently issued a long-
awaited decision in O’Donnabhain v. Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue, ruling that treatment 
for gender identity disorder (GID) qualifies as 
medical care under the Internal Revenue Code, 
and is therefore deductible.

“This decision treats Rhiannon O’Donnabhain 
the way she deserves to be treated—like any 
hard-working American taxpayer with medical 
expenses,” said Karen Loewy, senior staff attor-
ney with Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders 
(GLAD), which represented Ms. O’Donnabhain.

“From the start, this has been a no-brainer.  
Every mainstream medical authority from the 
American Psychiatric Association to the National 
Institutes of Health recognize the legitimacy of 
providing medical care for transgender people.  
Dismissing these medical expenses as illegiti-
mate and not deductible was discrimination, pure 
and simple.”

In an opinion reviewed by the full bench, the 
United States Tax Court affirmed that medical 
treatments for GID, including surgery and hor-
mone therapy, are deductible medical expenses.  
Moreover, the Court stated that the IRS’s position 
that such treatment is cosmetic in nature “is at 
best a superficial characterization of the circum-
stances that is thoroughly rebutted by the medical 
evidence.”

“I’m overjoyed, not only for me, but for other 
transgender people,” said Ms. O’Donnabhain.  
“We deserve respect, equal treatment for our med-
ical care, and fair treatment by our government.”

Born biologically male, Rhiannon 
O’Donnabhain began having conflicted feelings 

about her gender identity as early as age 8.  After 
decades of deep suffering, O’Donnabhain was 
diagnosed in 1996 with GID and undertook a 
course of professionally prescribed medical treat-
ments that included her �001 sex reassignment 
surgery.  She claimed the cost of her treatment 
as a deductible medical expense on her federal 
income tax return – but the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice said no, calling the surgery “cosmetic.”

The trial in O’Donnabhain v. Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue began on July �4, �007 in 
Boston, and concluded with post-trial briefing 
in March �008.  At the trial, Ms. O’Donnabhain 
testified about her life-long struggle with her gen-
der identity, and her health care providers testi-
fied that the treatment was critical to her mental 
health and ability to function at all levels.  Ex-
perts testified about Gender Identity Disorder and 
its treatment.

Ms. O’Donnabhain paid approximately 
$�5,000 out-of-pocket for her care, including 
therapy, hormone treatment, and surgery.  The 
amount of the deduction she is seeking from the 
IRS is about $5,000.

“In this landmark ruling, the Tax Court af-
firmed the consensus position of the medical es-
tablishment that transition-related medical care is 
essential for many transgender people,” explained 
Jennifer Levi, Director of GLAD’s Transgender 
Rights Project.  

Loewy, along with Levi and GLAD Senior 
Staff Attorney Bennett Klein, represented Ms. 
O’Donnabhain along with lawyers from the Bos-
ton law firm of Sullivan & Worcester, who are 
serving as cooperating tax counsel in the case. 

NEW YORK, NY—Recently, Lambda Legal, 
American Civil Liberties Union of Maryland, 
the National Center for Lesbian Rights, Equal-
ity Maryland, and the American Civil Liberties 
Union released a Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQ) guide for same-sex couples in Mary-
land who married out of state.

These leading advocacy groups have jointly 
released the following statement:

“This FAQ follows a favorable opinion by 
Maryland Attorney Douglas Gansler that says 
recognition of out-of-state marriages of same-
sex couples is consistent with Maryland law, 
and a response by Maryland’s Governor as-
suring residents that they should expect state 
agencies to comply. This is a big step forward 
for Maryland and should bring greater secu-
rity, protections, and peace of mind for many 
married couples living, working, and visiting 
in Maryland - though true equality will come 
only when same-sex couples in Maryland can 
marry in their home state. In the meantime, 
couples who married in other jurisdictions 
should live their lives as all married couples 

do and expect to receive respect in Maryland 
in a broad range of areas.

“This is a new and emerging area of law and 
this FAQ addresses just the tip of the iceberg. 
This is an exciting time as State and local gov-
ernments, private parties, and members of our 
communities assess all the ways that marriage 
recognition brings protections to same-sex 
couples in Maryland and how to implement 
it, but we should be aware that many answers 
await further developments and analysis.

“Legal conflicts may arise, but rushing into 
court may not be the answer, as we work to 
clarify all that marriage recognition brings 
to Maryland families. Litigation on this is-
sue could have widespread impact for many 
couples and should be considered with care. If 
you are denied a service or protection to which 
married couples are entitled, please contact 
one of our organizations for assistance.”

To download the pdf: http://www.lamb-
dalegal.org/publications/factsheets/fs_fqa-
about-marriage-recognition-for-ss-couples-in-
md.html

advocacy groups release faQ 
guide for maryland same-sex 
couples married out of state

lambda legal returns to the 
courtroom in new jersey case

GLAD victorious vs. IRS on 
sex reassignment deductions
u.s. tax court sets Precedent, deems treatment medical care

by: billy glover*/TRT Guest Columnist
There has been lots of “sex” in the news, 

especially about the Catholic Church, in sev-
eral nations, including a prostitution ring in the 
Vatican. And, Protestant bigots from the U. 
S. going to Africa to “teach” the black people 
there about the evils of homosexuality—show-
ing films of acts most of us never even thought 
of.  It is interesting how much these preach-
ers know about homosexual sex. Some of us 
might say, well, if we are going to have the 
name, we might as well play the game. But, 
most of our community/movement is talking 
about gaining our civil/equal rights, and hold-
ing meetings, writing emails, etc. 

Several of the movement pioneers might 
want us to think about having some sex, or 
talking about it, reading about it or seeing it on 
videos, etc. After all that is the point of gaining 
our right to privacy. So, I glanced at the latest 
catalog from one distributor of sex material at 
tlagay.com.  I have heard that there is a possi-
bility that such print and film might disappear 
as most people now use the Internet for their 
sexual interests.  But I would tell the religious 
bigots that it seems that real homosexuals are 
interested in love as much as sex, judging by 
the many films offered, such as the wonderful 
“Latter Days.”  There are several pages of such 
romance offerings. There are also, of course, 
films with a little sex in them, of various types 
and involving several ethnic groups, etc. And, 
there are sex toys available. But, it seems het-

erosexuals use them as much as homosexuals.  
And, I imagine more heterosexuals use sex 
films than homosexuals.

 One of the reasons ONE/HIC has spoken 
out in favor of legalizing prostitution is that 
a famous therapist pointed out the obvious; 
some of us are not cute, sexy and find it hard 
to find sexual partners. Life is not fair. And, 
yet we need sex as much as the pretty and cute 
people. And, those who are handicapped, or 
old, don’t lose their sexual desires, and can get 
some satisfaction from books and films.

 It is doubtful that books or films create a 
sexual desire, but in fact exist to satisfy that 
desire, and there have been examples of this 
throughout history.

 So we make no apologizes to the true per-
verts, who use sex to gain money and power/
control.  The hope is that people who are happy 
will not be harming others, and the only sexual 
problems are preventing health risks and un-
wanted pregnancies. Those are what true reli-
gious people should be working to prevent.

* Billi Glover has been an outspoken civil 
right’s advocate since the 1950s. He worked 
over 30 years in LA with ONE, Inc. and on 
the (ONE) Magazine. He co-founded the Ho-
mosexual Information Center (http://tangent-
group.org/), which came out of ONE and the 
early Mattachine, to be the public voice of 
the movement for civil rights for homosexual 
Americans. Mr. Glover can be reached via 
email at: bgloverhic@hotmail.com.

Do heterosexuals view 
sex films more than 
homosexuals do?
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Dear EarthTalk: My husband and 
I want to start a garden this year. I 
really want to make compost from 
leftover food scraps and yard materi-
als. He says it will attract unwanted 
animals, and refuses to agree to it. Is 
he right? If so, how do we deal with 
that issue in a green-friendly, non-le-
thal way?    
—Carmen Veurink, Grand Rapids, MI

It’s true that outdoor compost piles 
and bins can be a draw for wildlife—
be it bears, rats, raccoons, skunks, 
opossums or some other creatures 
of the night—but there are ways to 
minimize the attraction. For one, 
make sure everyone in your house-
hold knows to keep meat, bones, fish, 
fat and dairy out of the compost. Not 
only will these items “overheat” the 
compost pile, they’ll also stink it up 
and attract animals.

Otherwise, home composters should 
keep in mind that critters aren’t actu-
ally eating the compost but are sifting 
through it to find fresh edible kitchen 
or garden scraps. To discourage ani-
mals, the website OrganicGardening.
com recommends mixing kitchen gar-
bage with soil or wood ashes before 
burying it in the hot center of your 
compost pile. Washington State’s 
Department of Fish and Wildlife rec-
ommends not putting any food scraps 
in open compost piles, but says that 
if you must, bury them under at least 
eight inches of soil and then place a 
wire mesh barrier over the top held in 
place with a heavy object or two.

Putting your compost pile in a pest-
proof container is another way to 

prevent tampering with your precious organic 
soil-to-be. Compost tumblers are popular be-
cause they mix and aerate by just being turned 
occasionally, and they keep raccoons, rats, 
dogs and other interlopers at bay. Otherwise, 
compost bins with wire tops or sealed lids 
work well too, but require a little more manual 
labor in terms of stirring.

Of course, another option would be to make 
the compost indoors using a worm bin. You can 
still put kitchen scraps in just like in a bigger 
outdoor compost pile, but without the worry of 
attracting wildlife. The website Instructables.
com offers instructions for how to create your 
own worm composting bin. Another good 
source is the blog One-Change.com, which of-
fers a step-by-step guide to the process.

The long and short of it is that if you know 
what you’re doing, composting can be a re-
warding, environmentally friendly and pest-
free experience. For some great tips on how to 
get started, visit the website Composting101.
com, a comprehensive and free guide for the 
home gardener on what to do and how to do 
it. Also, some forward-thinking cities such as 
Seattle are picking up food scraps with yard 
waste at the curbside along with garbage col-
lection, and making huge amounts of commer-
cially viable compost out of it. If your city or 
town offers a similar program you might want 
to consider saving yourself the trouble of do-
ing it at home for the common good.

One more thing to keep in mind is that the 
garden itself may attract as much if not more 
wildlife than some food scraps in a compost 
pile. Strategically placed fencing and wire 
mesh can frustrate some critters enough to 
keep them moving along, but you can be sure 
some of your neighborhood wildlife will reap 
the harvest that you’ve sown. And as long as 
they leave enough for you, who can’t live with 
that?

CONTACTS: OrganicGardening.com, www.
organicgardening.com; State of Washington 
Department of Fish & Wildlife, wdfw.wa.gov; 
Instructables, www.instructables.com; One 
Change Indoor Compost Bin, one-change.
com/blog/2006/04/indoor-compost-bin/; Com-
posting101.com, www.composing101.com.

SEND YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL QUES-
TIONS TO: EarthTalk, c/o E – The Environ-
mental Magazine, P.O. Box 5098, Westport, 
CT 06881; earthtalk@emagazine.com. E is a 
nonprofit publication. 

Dear EarthTalk: What happens to major 
appliances that get carted off when new ones 
take their place? We have a dishwasher and a 
refrigerator that are both on the blink now and 
may need replacement. I’d rather fix them than 
buy new, even if it’s more expensive to do so, 
because I don’t want to add these big clunkers 
to the waste stream. What’s your take on this?  
—D.M., Westport, CT

If you look hard enough you might be able 
to recycle those old appliances, and they will 
likely be reconditioned and find a good home 
in a household less privileged than yours, or 
broken down into their reusable parts and used 
to help rejuvenate other salvageable units.

The first place to check is with your utility, 
which would like to see you upgrade to a more 
energy efficient new model—an older fridge 
uses upwards of three times the energy of most 
newer models. Utilities in 10 U.S. states and 
in Ontario, Canada offer some kind of rebate 
and free pick-up if you do decide you want to 
upgrade in partnership with a company called 
Appliance Recycling Centers of America, Inc. 
(ARCA), which oversees the appliance recy-
cling process. ARCA’s system can prevent up 
to 95 percent of the recyclable materials in old 
refrigerators and freezers from entering the 
waste stream. 

Check with your utility to see if they partici-
pate in ARCA’s program or perhaps offer one 
of their own. For example, Puget Sound En-
ergy in the Seattle area works with ARCA to 
offer customers free pick-up of old appliances 

for recycling and a $30 rebate on their next 
bill. One caveat is the appliances must be op-
erational, even if not working at full capacity. 

If your utility doesn’t participate in ARCA’s 
network or have its own appliance recycling 
program, maybe your municipality recycles 
appliances, although it’ll likely cost you $30 or 
more. Some will even send a truck for pickup 
for an additional fee. 

But what if neither option is available in 
your area? Check out the non-profit website 
Earth911.org, a free online database of recy-
clers for anything imaginable across the U.S. 
Search for the keyword “appliance” and enter 
in your zip code. You will likely find more 
than one option within driving distance, but 
don’t be surprised if, like with a municipality, 
you have to pay not only to recycle your poor 
old broken down fridge but also for pickup if 
you need it.

If the appliance is still working, another 
alternative would be to donate it to a worthy 
cause which can either find it a good home 
with a needy family or sell it and put the pro-
ceeds into its programs. The housing non-profit 
Habitat for Humanity runs Habitat ReStores to 
resell donated goods in 48 U.S. states and nine 
Canadian provinces. Appliances as well as 
donated furniture, home accessories and build-
ing materials are sold to the general public at 
a fraction of the retail price to help local affili-
ates fund the construction of Habitat for Hu-
manity homes within their communities while 
simultaneously keeping reusable appliances 
and other materials out of the waste stream. 

The Salvation Army, St. Vincent de Paul and 
the American Council of the Blind also may 
take donated appliances in working order.

CONTACTS: ARCA Inc., www.arcainc.com; 
Puget Sound Energy, www.pse.com; Earth911, 
www.earth911.org; Habitat for Humanity, www.
habitat.org; Salvation Army, www.salvationar-
my.org; St. Vincent de Paul, www.svdpusa.org; 

American Council of the Blind, www.acb.org.

SEND YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL QUES-
TIONS TO: EarthTalk®, c/o E – The Environ-
mental Magazine, P.O. Box 5098, Westport, 
CT 06881; earthtalk@emagazine.com. E is a 
nonprofit publication. Subscribe: www.emag-
azine.com/subscribe; Request a Free Trial Is-
sue: www.emagazine.com/trial.
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COMPOST USAGE: Is it right or wrong?

retired appliances can be wasteful, what to do?

to discourage animals from raiding the backyard compost, organicgardening.com recom-
mends mixing kitchen garbage with soil or wood ashes before burying it in the hot center of 
your compost pile.

PhOTO: LExnGER, COuRTEsY fLICKR

there are many options for keeping your retired appliances out of the waste stream, from 
donating it to a needy family to upgrading in partnership with appliance recycling centers of 
america, which oversees the appliance recycling process, seeing to it that up to 95 percent of 
the recyclable materials get reused.

PhOTO: TAMMY GREEn, COuRTEsY fLICKR
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BARRINGTON, RI—The East Bay Chapter 
PFLAG meeting is moving to a new time and 
place. The group will meet at East Bay Cen-
ter, � Old County Road, Barrington, RI, on the 
third Tuesday of each month. 

The East Bay Chapter PFLAG South Central 
RI formerly met at Riverside Congregational 
United Church of Christ. PFLAG, Parents, 
Families, and Friends of Gays and Lesbians, 
is a family-based education and support group 
that promotes the health and well-being of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered persons, 
their friends and families. 

PFLAG, Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Gays and Lesbians, is a family-based educa-
tion and support group that promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered persons, their friends and fami-
lies. East Bay meetings are held regularly on 
the third Tuesday of each month. The East Bay 
Chapter meeting is a satellite group of PFLAG 
South Central Rhode Island. The group meets 
at East Bay Center, � Old County Road, Bar-
rington, RI. For directions go to www.eastbay.

org/locations-hours.htm. For more informa-
tion about the meeting, call the East Bay 
Chapter PFLAG South Central Rhode Island 
at 401-95�-67�0.

East Bay, Rhode Island
has new Pflag location

• LGBT breaking news reports •  
• community focused video links •
therainbowtimesnews.com
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by: dan Woog*

It’s one thing for 
Apple or Doritos to 
hawk their wares 

during the Super Bowl. 
It’s another thing en-
tirely for Focus on the 
Family to do so.

The right-wing 
Christian political or-
ganization – known 
for its strident opposi-
tion to both abortions 
and LGBT civil rights 
– provoked a national 

uproar when CBS agreed to air an anti-abor-
tion commercial featuring University of Flori-
da quarterback Ted Tebow during what turned 
out to be the most-watched program in Ameri-
can television history. (The controversy was 
stoked in part because in �004 CBS refused to 
air an ad in which the United Church of Christ 
showed that it welcomed everyone – including 
gays and lesbians.) The network said its policy 
on “advocacy ads” changed in the intervening 
years.

The anti-abortion spot aired, and the republic 
survived. But within days, a new controversy 
arose. Within a few weeks, CBS was televising 
the men’s college basketball tournament – and 
more Focus on the Family ads were planned.

This time, though, it was not the network 
that drew activists’ fire. It was the organizers 
themselves: the NCAA.

Pat Griffin has worked closely with the 
NCAA, as both a former University of Mas-
sachusetts coach and director of the Women’s 
Sports Foundation’s “It Takes a Team” anti-
homophobia project. Now a blogger on LGBT 
sports issues, she set her sights on the powerful 
oversees of most American collegiate athletic 
programs.

The NCAA’s own constitutional principles 
explicitly prohibit discrimination based on 
sexual orientation, she wrote. Yet Focus on the 
Family wants to “impose their values on the 
NCAA tournament … . (The NCAA and CBS) 
are rolling out the red carpet, and I am deeply 
offended by the NCAA’s complicity in this.”

The NCAA, Griffin said, “cannot have it 
both ways. They cannot claim to care about 
the quality of the athletic experience for LGBT 
student-athletes and provide educational pro-
grams to assist schools in making sure that 
LGBT student-athletes can compete with re-
spect and dignity, and (at the same time) allow 
Focus on the Family to use the NCAA Web 
site and men’s basketball tournament to pro-
mote their discriminatory right-wing Christian 
agenda.”

Griffin asked her readers to pass her blog post 
on to friends – and the NCAA. She urged any-
one who attends – or once attended – an NCAA 
school to call their university presidents.

Other LGBT blogs, including the influential 
Towleroad, picked up the cause. Within a day, 
the NCAA relented – a bit.

NCAA spokesman Bob Williams said the 
decision “came in response to vocal protests 

from a small number of advocates for gay 
and lesbian athletes, who complained that the 
group’s views that homosexuality and abortion 
are immoral is inconsistent with the NCAA’s 
stated non-discrimination policy. Focus on the 
Family did have a banner ad on NCAA.com. 
Today, it was decided to remove the ad from 
the Web site as a result of concerns expressed 
by our membership.”

Williams’ words went from combative (“vo-
cal protests,” “small number of advocates for 
gay and lesbian athletes,” “complained”) to 
acceptance (“concerns expressed by our mem-
bership”) in the span of three sentences. 

No decision was announced, however, about 
the television ad – which was, after all, more 
of a case of the ball being in CBS’s court.

And then something really interesting hap-
pened. The NCAA statement was changed. 
Suddenly, the language was less provocative, 
more objective: “The decision by the NCAA 
came in response to vocal protests from ad-
vocates for gay and lesbian athletes – which 
quickly grew into a broader audience of crit-
ics who sent e-mails and set up what has now 
become the standard, a Facebook page – who 
complained that the group’s views that homo-
sexuality and abortion are immoral are incon-
sistent with the NCAA’s stated non-discrimi-
nation policy.”

Griffin wasn’t through. She used the 
NCAA’s own Advertising and Promotional 
Standards to argue that Focus on the Family’s 
ads violated the organization’s stated mission. 
NCAA advertising, the standards say, should 

support ideals that include diversity, gender 
equity, non-discrimination, ethical conduct 
and student-athlete welfare.”

The connection between the NCAA and 
CBS turns out to be quite close. According 
to Inside Higher Education.com, the ads were 
part of a larger package deal between CBS 
– which manages NCAA.com – and Focus on 
the Family.

Griffin kept up her attack. Focus on the 
Family’s definition of “family,” she said, is re-
stricted to those in which heterosexuals marry. 
The group is “entitled to their perspectives on 
controversial issues,” she said. And of course 
“they have a right to buy advertising time if 
their ads meet the standards of CBS or any 
other for-profit media group.”

However, Griffin argued, a line must be 
drawn when non-profit educational organiza-
tions like the NCAA have missions and values 
that “do not square” with those of groups like 
Focus on the Family.

Griffin said she would like to follow March 
Madness with the same excitement she always 
has. She does not want to feel “sold out” by the 
NCAA – “or need to go to war about it.”

But, she warned, “I will if I have to.”

*Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, soccer 
coach, gay activist, and author of the “Jocks” 
series of books on gay male athletes. Visit his 
Web site at www.danwoog.com. He can be 
reached care of this publication or at Out-
Field@qsyndicate.com.

The OutField: Renewed Focus on The NCAA

dan Woog
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