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Remember the days before
condoms and dental dams
were fashionable, the "in"

thing? (Forgive the pun.) When they weren't
on the bar in a fashionable basket or in bath-
rooms right alongside the feminine hygiene
products? No? Don't fret: the Pope doesn't,
either.

No surprise there. Just how many things
does the Pontiff have to get wrong before he's
impeached by a Higher Power?

The Pope, like a rock band, is touring Africa
right now, a continent that is growing
Catholics like crazy while the West's numbers
of the devoted keep falling. And no wonder
when the Church is so out of touch with the
modern world. 

To prove my point,  the Pope recently
remarked that condoms were no good at pre-
venting the transmission of HIV/AIDS; in
fact, they actually increased the chance so,
really, don't bother using one at all. According
to the AP, Pope Benedict said that a responsi-
ble and moral attitude toward sex would help
fight the disease. "You can't resolve it with the
distribution of condoms," he said. "On the
contrary, it increases the problem."

Oh really? And how many people have to

die a horrible death, dear Benedict,
before the blood thirst of your god is
quenched? 

Let's put the cards on the table,
shall we? One reason Catholics don't believe
in using condoms is the "spilled seed" argu-
ment: according to doctrine, men must not
waste a precious drop (Like that doesn't hap-
pen on a regular basis!) It's all about life…or
should I say, making more of it. Quantity, not
quality, of life appears to be the Vatican's
position. Let's not forget: there's always a
need for more soldiers in the Lord's army to
fight sinful evildoers usually defined as gays,
liberals or tree-hugging hippies.

Christians accept that man has Free Will
(perhaps not women, though!) Free Will trusts
humankind with the ability to make the right
choices for greater good. Choosing to use
condoms to prevent the spread of AIDS seems
like a no-brainer to a pagan like me, but not to
those eggheads who preach celibacy and tell
us sex-loving folks that just refraining will
make the whole problem go away.

And in theory, they have a point. In reality,
it's just plain ignorant. Humans have sex, and
will continue to do so. Africa has 22 million
people infected with the virus, and can you
imagine how many more if condoms weren't
being used? 

The Controversial Couch
By: Tetty Gorfine*
Dr. Gorfine:
I have this situation for which I think I need help.  I
am attracted to this guy that my best friend fell for.
Things didn't work out for my friend. He said this
guy gave him mixed messages and was not hon-
est with him. He was really pretty upset.  I love my
friend but I'm also feel that I should be able to do
what I want.  It didn't work out between the two of
them, but maybe it can work out between the two
of us.  I want to do the right thing but I don't know
what that is.  Can you help?  —Larry

Dear Larry:
Please be careful.  This is your best friend.

You know that quote that goes something like,
"lovers come and go, but friends last a life-
time?"  If you are truly his best friend, please
be very thoughtful.

Clearly your best friend went through a lot
with this guy.  He clearly had and difficult
experience.  When you are having a hard
time, what do you want from him as your best
friend?  Do you want him to sit and listen and
let you know he's here for him?  Does he let
you know in his words and actions that your
best interests are in his heart?  If so, can you
do the same for him?  If you are committed to
these same things, will getting involved with
this other man at this time serve these goals?

How would you feel if this situation were
reversed?  What would you want from him?

All this said, if you're attraction to this man
is so strong, if you feel you can not wait,
please talk to your best friend first.  This will
give you a good sense of how he will feel if
you were to pursue this relationship.  See if it
is workable or if it is not.  But please work it
out beforehand.

Another option of course, is to wait until
your best friend heals from whatever wounds
were caused by that interaction.  And while it
is always best to judge people from our own
eyes, your best friend had a very negative
experience with this guy. For your own sake,

see if his concerns about this
person are founded.  That
may prevent you from a
similar outcome.

Yes, friends can be for a
lifetime.  What does it mean
to be a friend?  Something
to continue to ponder…for

all of us. Best, Tetty

I am a single lesbian and I really want to meet
someone.  What do you think about those internet
websites that match you to other women?  Do they
work?  How should I go about it?  I really don't
know many other ways to meet that someone spe-
cial. Thanks, Elisa

Hi Elisa:
Some of these questions fall outside my

"area of expertise."  But since you asked, here
are some of my thoughts.

The internet has offered us an amazing
resource as well as a seductive challenge.  It
has opened so many doors for people who are
looking for information or are in need of con-
tact when other means are not available.  We
can get information for just about anything
and we can even connect to others far away.
For a transgendered person for example, the
internet allows people who are isolated to get
information and support when there is no
where else to turn.  What a gift.

On the other hand, how many people get
"caught" on the internet for endless hours?
Chat rooms and blogs entice people into a
form of relating that is not necessarily person-
al.  People can make up whatever they want
and portray themselves in any manner they
choose.  We have all heard stories of people
being defrauded, stalked and hurt in other
ways.  I think sometimes people confuse
internet relationships with real relationships.
When we are not in the physical presence of
another person we miss some of the most
important non-verbal communications. 

Read TRT’s Trans Column on P. 6 
& Queertations on P.  9
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Opinions

By: Suzan Ambrose*/TRT Columnist
Lie back and listen. Then get up and do something

Letters to the Editor
See Couch on Page 6

See C’mon Out on Page 13
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C’mon Out – Just Ask! Advice column

TETTY GORFINE

Dear Editor,
My name is Justin Adkins, I was on the

steering committee last year for New
England Trans Pride and I have been
helping organize this years event. I am
sad to say that this year we will not be
holding New England Trans Pride March
and Rally.

Last year the event was a success! We
saw over 1,000 trans people and their
allies converge on Northampton, MA to
march and rally for our rights. The
speakers and performers all shared the
same message, Trans rights NOW!

There were two efforts this year to hold
a Trans Pride event in New England. One
was based out of Northampton and
another in Vermont, I supported both
efforts. Because of a variety of reasons
neither effort was successful. But basical-
ly, our community has not stepped up to
do the nitty gritty of organizing this event.
Yes, we all love a good parade but this
parade is more than just fun and games.
As a community we can not just attend
these events we need to help organize
them. This was a march for our rights!
This march was to support issues such as
the MA house bill last year. This year we
see three of our New England states
addressing our issues. We need to stand
up and be heard.

As I travel around New England and
speak to trans people I see the same few
people organizing and the same crowd
attending. We all need to join in these
efforts. The attendees need to help organ-
ize.

See Trans Pride on page 4 
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By Paul P. Jesep*

Despite the mischievous sense of fun
and adventure that may get you into
trouble, you are first and always a

beautiful angel. No, I haven't been talking to
your mother, but I'm sure she'll agree.   

An angel can be someone who is inherently
good.  It is a person valued and uncondition-
ally loved as a Creation of the Creator.  Or it
can be an immortal spirit with wings that does
the Almighty's work.  In this case, you're an
angel because you are perfect as a child of
God.  You're also an angel because you have
the potential to make a positive difference in
the world.  You are God's eyes, ears, and
hands to make the world better.  

Money is not the most important thing you
give to right the world's wrongs.  It's time.
Money can always be made.  Once you give
time, however, it's gone forever.  A kind word,
sympathetic ear, the willingness to mentor, or
just giving of oneself is being true to your
Creation.    

"We're All Angels," is a short, poignant, and
powerful documentary about Jason Warner
and deMarco Deciccio. They're talented
artists writing and performing Christian
music about their love of God and the family
they made together.  Yes, it's part sappy love
story. They're an example to the LGBT and
searching community, especially young men
and women, who have been rejected and
abandoned by misguided folks who think they
speak for God.  

These men of faith understand and live the
meaning of family.  In addition, they do not
respond to discrimination, particularly in the
Christian music world, with anger. They
respond with patience, polite persistence
about the wholesomeness of their lives, and
being a spiritually and emotionally healthy
family. By being themselves Jason and
deMarco challenge some to leave their com-
fort zones.        

Jason was raised Pentecostal and deMarco a
Catholic. Many reading this column will

know that Rome remains steadfast in its posi-
tion that homosexual behavior is a sin.
Pentecostals, a branch of Protestantism, take a
fire and brim stone approach regarding the
LGBT community that this "life-style" choice
gets you a one way ticket to hell.    

Despite the rejection both have faced from
organized religion neither has lost faith in
God. Consider the difference between faith
and organized religion.  Religion is human-
made. Hence, it can become still and stale like
a summer puddle without oxygen where bugs
lay eggs and nest.  

Faith is like the living earth. It expresses.
The birth of spring flowers is earth's dance.
The arrival of autumn's majesty is earth's cel-
ebration of life. Earth, as ancient as it is, still
grows and matures. Spiritual maturity leads
the individual to the greater revelation of
truth.  God's truth does not change.  Humanity
and the individual's understanding of it do
change.   

Jason and deMarco receive emails from

young LGBT teens and young adults, some
suicidal, struggling with spiritual and emo-
tional isolation in a religiously conservative
culture. Their life and music have inspired
many to live. Not only have they saved young
men and women from self-hate, but they have
reminded them that God loves them.      

Although there is a Christian theme to the
documentary, it doesn't matter if your faith is
Wiccan, Buddhist, Jewish, secular humanist,
spiritual atheist, or other.  This film has some-
thing for everyone.  Visit www.wereallan-
gels.com or www.jasonanddemarco.com to
learn more.  "We're All Angels" will inspire
you to be true to your Creation.  

* Paul is a practicing attorney in Albany,
priest and prelate in the Eastern Orthodox
Church, and author of "Crucifying Jesus and
Secularizing America - the Republic of Faith
without Wisdom." He may be reached at
VladykaPaulPeter@aol.com.

4 • April 2 - May 6, 2009 • The Rainbow Times • www.therainbowtimesnews.com

In ‘The Name of God’ 

Faith, Family, and God: Angels

Some have said that because of the economy
this year is not the time to celebrate.  Though
I understand that it is not a good time for them
I disagree that is a time to celebrate, this is our
time!  Trans rights are moving ahead in New
England and trans people need to be seen as
those moving with the regional organizations.
Organizations such as GLAD serve ALL of
New England and have been the driving
organizations for marriage and transgender
rights in our region.
If you are out of work, which I know that

many of you are as we have one of the high-
est unemployment rates in the nation and
these are hard economic times, organize!
Spend 6 hours a day looking for work and
give 2 to trans organizing. We can all do this
together, and only together. We need to stop
the internal bickering and band together.
Trans women, trans men, genderqueer folks
all together fighting hard for our rights. Other
communities have left us behind, we need to
move together.
With no Trans Pride this year what can we do?
First, support the legislation in your state (if
you are in MA, CT, or NH). Second, even if

there is no current legislation addressing our
issues in your state go meet your representa-
tives at the state and national level. Let your
government know that you exist. Third, help
plan for a Trans Pride next year. My personal
hope is to see this event move from state to
state, each year in a different place, to be a
true New England event.
Help make this happen by getting some dedi-
cated individuals together, then contact me, I
will put you in touch with the group that
planned last years event, we will all help you
to be a success! Lastly, be yourself and take
care of yourself. Being trans is not the easiest

thing I have ever done, I know many of you
can relate. Take care of yourself, get out of the
house, connect with other trans people, go
back to school just to be in a classroom. And
remember, you are special and wonderful!
So, overall, I'm sorry that we will not have an
event this year. But, next year I know that
some of you out there will be ready. And this
year I know that we will all, TOGETHER, get
some amazing work done in
New England.

In solidarity,
Justin Adkins, info@justinadkins.com

Trans Pride from Page 2
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Bi-News

By: Chris Azzopardi
As if it needed to, a text to Lady Gaga told

her she had arrived. As far as her dance-
grooves go, she’s cha-chinged two hit singles
– the gay-loved club jams “Just Dance” and
“Poker Face,” both top-10 songs. But this
message wasn’t talking about her tunes. This
was about Lady Gaga: Trendsetter. 

She was overseas, where she had been for a
couple of months before gabbing with us last
week, when the text popped up on her cell. It
was from her friend (and once-collaborative
partner), New York City hard-rock DJ Lady
Starlight, who spotted somebody on the sub-
way wearing a black hoodie, tights and square
sunglasses. Sound familiar? 

“I was laughing,” giggles Gaga, from her
Los Angeles apartment, regarding the imitator
mimicking her outrageous everything-goes
style. And that’s not the first (we’re talking to
you, Christina Aguilera). “I’m not making
videos and fashion statements just for myself.
It’s leading my internal desire—or external,
rather—to change things. So I’m quite
pleased.” 

That fuzzy feeling extends to her seemingly
infinite won-over gays, who can’t seem to go
gaga enough over the 22-year-old vixen. Just
so you know, it’s mutual. “I adore the gay

community so much,” she says. “My commit-
ment is to continue to play gay clubs no mat-
ter how big and successful the project gets. I
think sometimes artists, as they begin to fill
bigger and bigger venues, they forget where
they came from. I’ll never do that.” 

She grew up in New York, where she was
raised as a good Italian who’d sing along on
her mini-plastic tape recorder to Michael
Jackson and Cyndi Lauper. She learned piano
by ear at 4. At 13 she wrote her first piano bal-
lad. A year later came open mic nights. Gays
just wanted to squeeze her, and while enrolled
in acting and dance classes, she buddied up
with many of them: “I was always surround-
ed by gay men and women.”

Then, at 20, she was signed to Interscope
Records, writing songs—she recently com-
pared doing so to barebacking in Blender
Magazine—for thecat Dolls before her
almost-gold-certified debut, The Fame, was
released last year. 

Now she’s got Ellen DeGeneres dancing to
her music. 

“You know she’s seen my boobs?” Gaga
nonchalantly says. “When I was sound check-
ing to do the performance on her show, I had
on a blazer with no bra and my dancers hoist-
ed me into a lift for the second verse; my

boobs popped out. I
was so embarrassed.
And she was laugh-
ing.”

We’ve all seen bits
and pieces – enough to
make her chest a puz-
zle, pretty much. But in
her just-released
“LoveGame” video –

“very gay,” she calls it –
she does more than

show off her assets. She has a lezzy lip-lock.
And unlike Katy Perry, it didn’t take no cher-
ry ChapStick to get her there: “It’s not a
secret,” she laughs. “I’ve kissed many girls.”

To show her lesbian love, she’ll perform at
gay-getaway Dinah Shores Weekend during
her first 23-date headlining tour, “Fame Ball,”
which also includes a stop on Fri. May 1st at
the Philadelphia, PA Electric Factory and on
Sat. May 2nd at the New York, NY Terminal
5. “It’s going to be really gay,” insists Gaga,
who’s opened up for thecat Dolls and New
Kids on the Block. “Everything that I do is
very gay. And I say that with immense pride.”

Gay, and sweat-stimulating hot. And her
parents are cool with it – her mom is more
interested in her artistry (those shoes! that

hair!) than some girl-on-girl action – much to
the surprise of drama-digging journalists who
ask this question as if what Gaga’s doing is
sinful. For a former Catholic schoolgirl,
maybe – but, hey, it worked for Madonna and
Britney.

"My rebellion is rooted much deeper in my
heart than my Catholic school upbringing,”
she says, lacing the rebuttal with a sarcastic
laugh. “In another way, I don’t really look at
what I’m doing as rebellion as much as it is –
it’s freeing and it’s liberating. It’s just me, if
that makes any sense. It’s just where I feel
comfortable.” 

Much like Sundays, when the Italian (born
Stefani Joanne Germanotta) sometimes eats
macaroni with her parents. Before selecting
other native dishes she digs, she laughs for a
few seconds, noting that her roomy and friend
is laughing at her because, “She knows I’m
biting my tongue to say something terribly,
terribly sexual.” 

And then she feeds us her faves – so diffi-
cult, she says – naming fresh gravy, meatballs
and sausage: “A good Italian girl loves
sausage.” 

Bad girls, too. 

Going Gaga: The bisexual bombshell vows to never walk out
on us. But those breasts? They’ve got a mind of their own!

LADY GAGA



The Church is all about "protecting human
life", a phrase they love to throw out to poor
families and welfare moms, but where's the
follow-up after the baby is born? 

Where are they when these same "precious
life" children are hungry, neglected, abused or
ill? Where was their voice during the
Holocaust or modern wars? And as the Pope
travels through Africa, so hard-hit by this epi-
demic, and turns a blind eye to the evil he
paves the way for, the question is begged:
"What would Jesus do?" 

Along the lines of the loaves and fishes
story, I think He'd find a way to multiply
some condoms. This way, everyone would be
alive to tell some stories about the man who
understood what the sanctity of living was
really all about.

* Suzan Ambrose is often seen walking
through downtown Northampton with a walk-
ing stick or eating at vegetarian restaurants
when she's not writing diligently for The
Rainbow Times.

Ah, sweet April is finally here! It's time
for the birds to return from the south,
the flora to return to the color green

and the pretty flowers to pop and proudly show
themselves. The world seems to be coming back
to life after a cold, harsh, snowy winter. It's a
wonderful time of the year especially in New
England! 

Also during this time of year the legislative
sessions are running and it's time for LGBT folks
to become involved in obtaining and preserving
LGBT rights. This year the focus is on gender
identity and gender expression rights. Yes, this
does pertain to Transgender people, but it also
pertains to anybody who doesn't quite fit into
societal gender norms. 

In Connecticut the effort is on to add gender
identity and gender expression in the already

established discrimi-
nation laws. This
would give rights
involving employ-
ment, education,
housing, public
accommodat ions,
lending and credit to
everyone. No special
rights, just the same a
right as everyone else
already has.

Currently there are 13 states (including Maine,
Vermont and Rhode Island as well as
Washington, DC)  who protect  individuals from
discrimination based on people's gender identity
or expression. It's time that Connecticut and
Massachusetts joined those states!

In March during St Paddy's week, I worked in
Hartford with Love Makes a Family,

(www.lmfct.org/) a very strong ally, to prepare
for the upcoming legislative session. On the
Friday of that week I met with the Massachusetts
Transgender Political Coalition in Pittsfield.
MTPC already has roots in Boston and is open-
ing up a space and meetings for the western and
central Mass supporters of gender identity and
gender expression rights. The opening meeting
was in Pittsfield but there is discussion of meet-
ing in Northampton and/or Springfield as alter-
nating sites so the meetings will be more acces-
sible to more people. Please check out their web-
site www.masstpc.org for future meetings.

Later on in April the National Center for
Transgender Equality www.nctequality.org will
host a Lobby Day in Washington, DC and in
early May (6th to the 8th) the National Trans
Advocacy Coalition will host a similar Lobby
Day also in DC. Both events will zero in on gen-
der identity and gender expression but on a

national level.
So this is April! Spring is here, the flowers are

blooming, and the grass is greening and
Transactivism (actually gender activism!) is
alive and well! There's a new president and a
welcome feeling of change in the air. It's an air of
acceptance and equality, love and understanding,
newness and change. And this just might be the
year for gender identity and expression to be
finally recognized in Connecticut, in
Massachusetts and maybe even the United
States! (During the March MTPC meeting in
Pittsfield, MTPC's Gunner Scott told me "Come
to DC to lobby this year. This is the year!")  What
a wonderful occasion that would be! Just five
years ago the odds seemed terribly insurmount-
able to just even think about it but now it is
becoming a reality! There is truly a feeling of
change in the air. As Bob Dylan sang "The Times
They Are A-Changin."
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Trans Opinions & Reviews

DEJA NICOLE GREENLAW

By: Deja Nicole Greenlaw/TRT Columnist

Transactivism: Alive and well, with a welcoming feeling of change in the air

Couch from Page 2
By: Jackie Calhoun*
[Title: NO EVIDENCE; Author: Nancy
Sanra; Publisher: Bella Books; Available
from: www.bellabooks.com; Pages: 161;
Genre: Mystery]

In this cleverly written mystery, Nancy
Sanra quickly builds the suspense,
hooking the reader in the process. The

killer is so evil, the murders so grisly that one
hopes that justice will be painful and slow.

NO EVIDENCE introduced me to Tally
McGinnis and her partner, Cid, both former
employees of the San Francisco Police
Department, now owners of the Phoenix
Detective Agency, along with Tally's partner,
Katie. Tally and Cid are perfect foils for each
other. Tally presents a younger, fitter, empa-
thetic persona. Cid comes across as gruff and

cynical with a nose for crime. A young
woman has been raped, murdered and muti-
lated, her body left above a lonely bay. The
victim's mother contracts the agency's servic-
es, but the crime scene has been compro-
mised, the evidence obliterated. Tally and
Cid's relentless, non-stop pursuit of a serial
killer in hopes of catching him before he kills
again holds one's horrified attention. This
novel promises a sequel, and I hope to catch
it. Nancy Sanra is an award winning mystery
writer.

* Jackie Calhoun, whose latest book,
ROOMMATES, came out in May of 2008. Her
twentieth novel, WRONG TURNS, is sched-
uled for release in May, 2009. These books
are available at www.bellabooks.com.
Calhoun's website is www.jackiecalhoun.com.

Authors on Authors: No Evidence, by Nancy Sanra

TRT Catering to the 2nd gayest zip code
in Massachusetts, NoHo. Advertise!



WASHINGTON—The Human Rights
Campaign, the nation's largest lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender civil rights organiza-
tion, recently added four new anti-gay voices
to its interactive wall on EndtheLies.org, a
website confronting lies and distortions
repeatedly used to defeat LGBT equality
measures. EndtheLies.org refutes these mis-
truths with respectful dialogue and grassroots
action. The latest additions to the wall are
right-wing groups America Forever and
National Organization for Marriage, anti-gay
activist Elaine Donnelly, and Hawaii State
Representative Lynn Finnegan.

EndtheLies.org's interactive wall features
videos, audio, pictures, and quotes, calling
out those who maliciously use lies and misin-
formation to interfere with the LGBT commu-
nity's path to equality. By clicking on the pan-
els of the wall, users can access more infor-
mation about those highlighted, watch videos,
add comments on multimedia discussion
boards, and learn how to take action to coun-
teract their misdeeds.

"I can think of no person or group more
worthy of inclusion in EndtheLies.org's inter-
active wall than America Forever, the
National Organization for Marriage, Elaine
Donnelly and Hawaii State Representative
Lynn Finnegan," said Human Rights

Campaign President Joe Solmonese. "Again
and again, opponents of equality have
claimed one shallow victory after another by
telling lies about who we are as individuals,
as loving couples and as families. These lies
must be called out for what they are every
time the right-wing seeks to derail our
progress by spreading distortions and inciting
fear mongering."

America Forever, a Utah-based group, has
been faxing hateful flyers denouncing mar-
riage for lesbian and gay couples to business-
es in Vermont, where marriage equality legis-
lation is currently under consideration in the
state legislature. The group claims that mar-
riage for lesbian and gay couples would tram-
ple on the rights of children and that "HRC of
the homosexuals is the most powerful lobby-
ing group in the world."

National Organization for Marriage (NOM)
created an anti- marriage equality radio ad
playing in Vermont, New Hampshire and
Maine. NOM's website falsely and out-
landishly warns that "religious groups may be
denied the use of parks and other public facil-
ities, unless they endorse gay marriage." The
three targeted states are all considering pro-
LGBT equality legislation.

Elaine Donnelly, President of the Center for
Military Readiness, claims that allowing les-

bians and gays to serve openly in the military
will sanction "inappropriate passive/aggres-
sive actions common in the homosexual com-
munity" and "the ensuing sexual tension will
hurt discipline and morale."

Hawaii State Minority Leader, Rep. Lynn
Finnegan, voted against HB 444, a Hawaii
civil unions bill. She said, "If we push to have
government certify or make legal a union or
marriage between the same sex, I believe that
we push what is accepted to what will be pro-
moted."

The EndtheLies.org interactive wall
includes videos, audio, pictures, and quotes
from the anti-gay figures it highlights. By
clicking on the panels of the wall, users can
access more information about those on the
wall, watch videos, add comments on multi-
media discussion boards, and learn how to
take action to counteract their misdeeds.
Along with the four new additions, the wall
currently features the American Family
Association (AFA), the elders of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,

Oklahoma State Representative Sally Kern,
and Utah State Senator Chris Buttars,
Proposition 8 lawyer Ken Starr, right-wing
media personality Rush Limbaugh, and GOP
Chairman Michael Steele. Users can also
nominate their own candidates for inclusion
on the wall.

"Tools like EndtheLies.org will be critical
to our community's upcoming legislative bat-
tles, including passage of the Matthew
Shepard Act in 111th Congress," continued
Solmonese.

The Human Rights Campaign is America's
largest civil rights organization working to
achieve lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der equality. By inspiring and engaging all
Americans, HRC strives to end discrimination
against LGBT citizens and realize a nation
that achieves fundamental fairness and equal-
ity for all.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS?
Check out our LGBTQ events online.

Four New Anti-Gay Voices Added to Interactive Wall on HRC's EndtheLies.org
EndtheLies.org calls out mistruths and distortions used against the LGBT community. 
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Movie Reviews

By S.J. Seymour/TRT Writer

You haven't experienced  all life has
to offer if you haven't been to
Brattleboro, Vermont, home of the

Cow Parade, where hundreds of heifers
parade down Main Street. And, it's not illegal
in this charming little city for women to
remove their shirts in public and express "top
freedom." It's also the home of the Annual
Women's Film Festival, now in its eighteenth
year.  

The Women's Film Festival is a benefit for
the Women's Crisis Center (WCC), a non-
profit organization committed to ending phys-
ical, sexual and emotional violence against
women and their children. According to their
website, the Women's Film Festival directly

supports the WCC's mission by bringing
together the community to celebrate women
and to inspire all of us to create a world where
women are free to live life to the fullest
extent. 

Every year, volunteers are committed to
bringing some of the best women's films from
around the world to the 2000 or so movie
goers who help make this fundraiser a suc-

cess. The money raised from the festival goes
directly into a fund to" help women get a leg
up", according to Sue Lederer, a board mem-
ber and volunteer with the organization. 

Lederer also noted that this film festival in
Brattleboro is the oldest in the country, with
films that are inspirational and uplifting to all
that come to see them.

I have to agree. After witnessing two films

on a beautiful sunny weekend in Vermont, I
walked out of the theatre with vibrancy and a
lift in my step I haven't felt in some time.

"Kick Like A Girl" was the story of what
happens when The Mighty Cheetahs, an
undefeated all-girls soccer team, competes in
the boy's division. The girls keep winning,
and the sexism they must confront from the
boys teams and the other parents, is unbeliev-
able, especially when you are watching it
through the eyes of 8 and 9 year olds. This
gave way to remembering similar conflicts
that I, myself, as well as many girls, have
gone through in life. "Kick Like A Girl"
reminded me that yeah, it's just great to kick
like a girl, 'cause I am one!

"Rain," filmed in the Bahamas, was a mov-
ing story of a teenage girl who reunites with
the mother who abandoned her after her
grandmother dies. The turmoil she must face,
as dreams are shattered, is something many of
us have lived through. "Rain" was inspiring as
she finds the spiritual strength within her to
face life's toughest lessons.

Next year, I'll be sure to mark my calendar
early for the 19th Women's Film Festival.
These films stir something deep within, and
leave you wanting to be a better person when
you step back into the sunlight.

Women’s Film Festival, Brattleboro, Vermont: A self-reflection and remembrance

L to R: Suzanne d' Corsey, director of the Hooker-Dunham Theater, one of the two sites (one shown left,
the Latchis Theater) movies were shown, Kris Alden, special event co-ordinator for the Film Festival and
Sue Lederer, Board member and volunteer, WCC. Photos by: S.J. Seymour
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Films & Queertations

Queertations: Say what?!
By: Rex Wockner
"I went to boarding school Southern, religious, and straight, and I left boarding
school not being at all religious and not being straight."

—Facebook co-founder Chris Hughes, 25, to the magazine Fast Company,
April issue.

"Oh, no (I don't think homosexuality is a choice). I don't think I've ever really
subscribed to that view, that you can turn it on and off like a water tap. Um, you
know, I think that there's a whole lot that goes into the makeup of an individual
that, uh, you just can't simply say, oh, like, 'Tomorrow morning I'm gonna stop
being gay.' It's like saying, 'Tomorrow morning I'm gonna stop being black.' ... I
mean, I think that's the prevailing view at this point, and I know that there's
some out there who think that you can absolutely make that choice. And maybe
some people have. I don't know, I can't say. Until we can give a definitive answer
one way or the other, I think we should respect that."

—Republican National Committee Chairman Michael Steele to GQ, March
12.

"Believe me, I think motherhood would be amazing and exciting and wonderful, but
it isn't really something that's on the immediate horizon for us. How this IVF
rumor started, I really, really have no idea. But I can tell you that it is definite-
ly not happening in the near future. ... It's great that Ellen (DeGeneres) and I are
a gay couple and people are open-minded enough to talk about us having a family.
The only thing I'm trying to avoid by denying it is, I just don't want those horri-
ble pictures in magazines where they circle your stomach and point and go 'baby
bump!'"

—Actress Portia de Rossi to the Los Angeles Times, March 15.

"Even were the public still in the mood for fiery invective about family values, the
G.O.P. has long since lost any authority to lead the charge. The current
Democratic president and his family are exemplars of precisely the Eisenhower-
era squareness -- albeit refurbished by feminism -- that the Republicans often
preached but rarely practiced. Obama actually walks the walk. As the former Bush
speechwriter David Frum recently wrote, the new president is an 'apparently
devoted husband and father' whose worst vice is 'an occasional cigarette.'"

—New York Times columnist Frank Rich, March 14.

"It's such a personal thing, and I don't think it does anybody any good to out peo-
ple or force them out of the closet. I don't see the point. It can still be very dif-
ficult in this business, so I'm sympathetic to that. You hear rumors and gossip,
but nobody really knows except that person, and it's ultimately up to them. Now,
there are times when the press goes easier on or is more forgiving of someone,
and I say, 'How come he got a free pass?'"

—Actor Nathan Lane to The Advocate, April issue.

Lesbian Best Sellers*

* By wolfevideo.com

1. The L Word: Season 6  
2. Girl + Girl: Classic...  
3. Drifting Flowers  
4. Milk  
5. The Secrets  
6. The L Word: Season 5  
7. Butch Jamie  
8. Itty Bitty Titty Committee  
9. She Likes Girls 3  
10. The L Word: Five Season 

1. Were the World Mine  
2. Mulligans  
3. Ready? OK!  
4. Milk  
5. Whirlwind  
6. Shelter  
7. Arizona Sky  
8. He Likes Guys  
9. Another Gay Sequel: Gays....  
10. The Ultimate Boy Box  

* By wolfevideo.com

Gay Best Sellers*



If you are African
American and gay, and
fighting alongside your

white LGBTQ brothers and
sisters for queer civil rights,

the notion that “Gay is the new black” is not
only absurdly arrogant, it is also dangerously
divisive.

In a presumably “post-racial” era with the
country’s first African American president-
elect, it’s easy for some to assume that race
doesn’t matter. 

But when critiquing the dominant White
LGBTQ community’s ongoing efforts to gain
marriage equality and its treatment of blacks
as their second-class allies in the struggle a
reality check happens—both straight and
queer African American communities bond
together against their strategy for marriage
equality.

Why? 
Because race does matter!
Case in point:  Proposition 8 and blaming

the black community for its win at the ballot
box.

The Proposition 8 debate has brought much
consternation and polarization between White
LGBTQ communities and African Americans.

And with the expectation of a dominantly
White Marriage Equality movement pushing
forward a single-issue agenda, the movement
arrogantly ignores vital ways for coalition—
building within black communities, and hon-
orable ways of connecting their struggle to
those of African Americans.

But here’s an example that defused the ten-
sion in much of the heterosexual African
American community when it was publicly
arguing that same-sex marriage is not a civil
rights issue.

In commemorating the 40th Anniversary of
Loving v. Virginia in the June 12, 1967 his-
toric Supreme Court decision that advanced
racial and marriage equality in this country,

the NAACP Legal Defense & Educational
Fund, Inc., marked the anniversary by stating
the following: “It is undeniable that the expe-
rience of African Americans differs in many
important ways from that of gay men and les-
bians; among other things, the legacy of slav-

ery and segregation is profound. But differ-
ences in historical experiences should not pre-
clude the application of constitutional provi-
sions to gay men and lesbians who are denied
the fight to marry the person of their choice.”
And in April of 2006, NAACP LDF filed a
friend-of-the-court brief in the case brought
by New York same-sex couples challenging
their exclusion from marriage.

But the Marriage Equality movement nei-
ther extends its reach beyond its concerns
within its community nor outside of it. 

How the marriage debate should have been
framed—in a way that speaks truth to various
LGBTQ communities of color and classes—
has not been given considerable concern.

And with no public language to adequately
articulate the unique embodiment of LGBTQ
communities of color and classes within the
same-sex marriage debate, this has become
contentious. The dominant White queer lan-
guaging of this debate, at best, muffles the
voices of these communities, and, at worst,

mutes them. In other words, in leaving out the
voices of LGBTQ communities of color and
classes, the same-sex marriage debate is
hijacked by a White upper class queer univer-
sality that not only renders these marginalized
queer communities invisible, but—as it is

presently framed—also renders them speech-
less.

Within and across states the Marriage
Equality movement persistently dons White
leadership.  Faces of color become important,
visible and needed to the Marriage Equality
movement only when the movement is actual-
ly pimping a black page from the civil rights
movement for a photo-op moment to push
their agenda.

The problem of saying “Gay is the new
black” poses the following problems for
many African Americans:

* The Marriage Equality movement
exploits black suffering and experiences to
legitimate its own;

* The Marriage Equality movement’s rally-
ing cry against heterosexist oppression dis-
misses its own responsibility when it comes
to White skin privilege.

* The Marriage Equality movement appro-
priates the content of the black civil rights
movement, but discards the context and histo-
ry that brought about it.

But this is not surprising because the larger
LGBTQ movement has distorted, if not
erased, its own history when it comes to the
Stonewall Riot of June 27-29, 1969 in
Greenwich Village, New York City, which
started on the backs of working-class African-
American and Latino transgender patrons of
the bar. Those brown and black LGBTQ peo-
ple are not only absent from the photos of that
historic night, but they are also bleached from
the annals of queer history and gay pride
events.

Because of the bleaching of the Stonewall
Riots, the beginnings of LGBTQ movement
post-Stonewall is an appropriation of black
and brown transgender liberation narratives
absent of black and brown people. And it is

the visible absence of these black, brown and
yellow LGBTQ people that makes it harder
for White queer elites in our movement to
confront their racism and trans-phobia.  

If African American LGBTQ people are not
included in the history and in the decision-
making issues involving queer life, how then
can the movement expect our participation,
let alone the rest of the African American
community?

Sadly, if racism continues to go unchecked
in the Marriage Equality movement it won’t
only cost California's LGBTQ community the
right to marry, it will cost us all.

* Rev. Irene Monroe is  the  Coordinator of
the African American Roundtable of the
Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies in
Religion and Ministry (CLGS) at the Pacific
School of Religion, and a religion columnist.
A native of Brooklyn, Rev. Irene Monroe is a
graduate from Wellesley College and Union
Theological Seminary at Columbia
University, and served as a pastor at an
African-American church before coming to
Harvard Divinity School for her doctorate as
Ford Fellow. As a syndicated queer religion
columinist, Monroe columns appear across
the country on the Huffington Post,  in the
Boston Globe, the Boston Herald, the Bay
State Banner, Cambridge Chronicle, and
Metro News. 

Her award-winning essay, "Louis
Farrakhan's Ministry of Misogyny and
Homophobia," was greeted with critical
acclaim. Monroe has been profiled in O,
Oprah Magazine, and CNNs Paula Zahn
Now, and "CNN Headline News." She was
also profiled in the Gay Pride Episode of "“In
the Life" TV” where the segment on her was
nominated for an educational Emmy. She has
received the Harvard University Certificate of
Distinction in Teaching several times while
being the head teaching fellow of the Rev.
Peter Gomes, the Pusey Minister in the
Memorial Church at Harvard who is the
author of the best seller, THE GOOD BOOK. 

She is in the film, "For the bible Tells me
so," an exploration of the intersection
between religion and homosexuality in the
U.S. and how the religious right has used its
interpretation of the Bible to stigmatize the
gay community, and her coming out story is
profiled in "CRISIS: 40 Stories Revealing the
Personal, Social, and Religious Pain and
Trauma of Growing up Gay in America" that
was just released in September 2008. Monroe
sits on the advisory board of several national
LGBTQ organizations. Monroe lives in
Cambridge and can be reached at revimon-
roe@earthlink.net (no hyphens).
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But this is not surprising because the larger LGBTQ move-
ment has distorted, if not erased, its own history when it
comes to the Stonewall Riot of June 27-29, 1969 in
Greenwich Village, New York City, which started on the
backs of working-class African-American and Latino
transgender patrons of the bar. Those brown and black
LGBTQ people are not only absent from the photos of that
historic night, but they are also bleached from the annals
of queer history and gay pride events.

By: Rev. Irene Monroe*

Lesbian Voices

Gay is NOT the new Black



Los Angeles, CA—Principal Photography
begins April 4th on Marlo Bernier's transgen-
der tale, Stealth, which spotlights both the
unfortunate intolerance of society and the
reinforcing power of acceptance.  

The film, shooting in and around Los
Angeles, California, is a Jackie Frost Films 

production in association with Scorpio
Rising Films and funded by Mississippi
Films, Susan Smith and Jon Lipitz.

Award-winning transgender actress, singer
and renowned Professor of The Viewpoints 

at California State University and The
Steppenwolf Theater, Alexandra Billings
(Grey's Anatomy) takes the lead as Veronica
Terranova alongside Indie actresses Jennifer
Fontaine (LOOK) and Elizabeth J. Martin
(Expired) who complete the ensemble in roles
as her two sisters.

Stealth steers audiences through the secre-
tive and shocking events surrounding trans-
gender Veronica Terranova.  Sitting alone in a
dark hotel room, a dead and dirty politician by
her side, Veronica must make the difficult
decision to call Jeannine, her younger sister,
who has always been there for her. Panic
stricken, Jeannine secretly calls their eldest
sister, Celia, the only one who can truly
help...but will she?

A powerful mix of sisterly love and abject
rejection, Stealth is an insightful and candid
look at how one family handles transgen-
derism. Director, Marlo Bernier reveals, "I
know this world all too well. I have lived my
entire life as Mark and am now forced to deal
with not only my own demons, but also a
world that, for the most part, has absolutely
no understanding of what it means to be trans-
gender."

Behind-the-scenes, 4-time Outmusic award
nominated and visionary transgender
singer/songwriter Namoli Brennet will pro-
vide a haunting score, and award-winning
documentarian Andre Enzensberger will lend
his eye as the Director of Photography.

Stealth marks the second collaboration of
the writing/producing team Marlo Bernier
and Jennifer Fontaine.  The team's first
endeavor 'The Last Time We Were…' gar-
nered the duo a Silver Remi at WorldFest
Houston and played to packed screenings at
the Los Angeles International Shorts Fest and
the Beloit International Film Fest. They cur-
rently have 5 feature scripts in various stages
of development, including 'Glass Houses'
which has attached actors Pruitt Taylor Vince,
Austin Pendleton and Jason Connery, and is
currently in the packaging stage.

Denmark OKs gay adoption
Denmark, which enacted the world's first

same-sex civil-union law in 1989, extended
adoption rights to gay couples March 17.

Parliamentarians voted for the measure 62-
53, with 64 legislators not present.

The bill was supported by the opposition
Social Democrats and Socialist People's
Party. The ruling Liberal Party opposed it,
though seven Liberal MPs broke ranks and
voted for it.

Denmark's groundbreaking 1989 "regis-
tered partnership" law granted same-sex cou-
ples more than 99 percent of the rights and
obligations of marriage -- a model that later
was copied by several other European
nations.

Beginning in 2001 with the Netherlands,
gay couples began gaining access to marriage
itself. Same-sex marriage now is possible in
Belgium, Canada, the Netherlands, Norway,
South Africa, Spain and the U.S. states of
Connecticut and Massachusetts.

From June to November 2008, gays in
California also could marry, until voters
amended the state constitution to stop it. The
constitutionality of the amendment, known as
Proposition 8, is now being reviewed by the
California Supreme Court.

CoE, HRW: Serbia needs to 
protect gays

Thomas Hammarberg, the Council of
Europe's human-rights commissioner, said
March 11 that Serbia is doing a bad job of
protecting gay people.

"Discriminatory statements made by politi-
cal figures and the media go largely unpun-
ished," he said. "Human rights activists in
particular are victims of intolerance, hate
speech and threats, sometimes resulting in
physical attacks. Such instances must be con-
demned from the highest political level and
sanctioned appropriately."

Founded in 1949, the Council of Europe
seeks to develop common democratic princi-
ples based on the European Convention on
Human Rights and other texts. Forty-seven
nations are members of the body.

On March 10, Human Rights Watch urged
Serbia to relaunch efforts to pass a gay-inclu-
sive anti-discrimination bill that recently was
removed from active consideration in
Parliament following objections from the
Serbian Orthodox Church.

Homophobic bullying is 'rife'
in British schools

A YouGov survey of more than 2,000 pri-
mary and secondary school teachers has

revealed that homophobic bullying affects
more than just the 150,000 gay pupils in
British schools, the gay lobby group
Stonewall reported March 10.

The "Teachers Report" found that boys who
work hard, girls who play sports, young peo-
ple with gay parents and young people who
are presumed to be gay all experience anti-
gay harassment.

Findings included:
* Nine in 10 secondary school teachers and

two in five primary school teachers said
pupils experience homophobic bullying even
if they are not gay.

* Homophobic bullying is the most preva-
lent form of bullying after bullying because of
weight.

* The vast majority of incidents go unre-
ported by pupils.

* Forty-three percent of secondary school
teachers and three in 10 primary school teach-
ers have heard anti-gay remarks by other
school staff.

* Nine in 10 teachers have received no
training about homophobic bullying.

"This survey reveals how much remains to
be done by our schools to demonstrate to all
pupils that homophobic bullying is unaccept-
able," said Stonewall Chief Executive Ben
Summerskill.

HRW: Cayman Islands
should protect gays

The Cayman Islands, a British overseas
territory, should revise a draft constitution
that will be submitted to voters May 20 to
ensure it protects everyone from unequal
treatment, and the British government should
ensure this happens, Human Rights Watch
said March 11 in letters to Caymanian Gov.
Stuart Jack and British Foreign Secretary
David Miliband.

The draft constitution will eliminate a free-
standing guarantee of equality before the law
and limit anti-discrimination protections only
to rights expressly included in the constitu-
tion.

"This means that large and critically impor-
tant areas of daily life would not be covered,
including access to jobs, housing, and med-
ical treatment," HRW said. "Reportedly, the
government succumbed to pressure from reli-
gious groups, and the action was apparently
intended to deny protections to lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender people."

Boris Dittrich, advocacy director of HRW's
LGBT Rights Program, accused the British
government of "using a double standard,
approving a draft constitution for an overseas
territory that gives fewer protections than
British citizens enjoy at home."
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Vermont legislators hope to
legalize same-sex marriage

Legislators in Vermont are planning to
legalize same-sex marriage this year.

The state has had a civil-union law since
2000 that grants gay couples all state-level
rights and obligations of marriage, but gay
activists and gay-friendly legislators do not
consider the separate legal construct to consti-
tute full equality under the law.

Leaders of the Democratic Party, which has
majorities in both chambers of the
Legislature, have promised to pass the mar-
riage bill before they adjourn in May, with a
planned start date of Sept. 1. The measure
cleared the Senate Judiciary Committee in a
unanimous vote March 20.

If the bill succeeds and is signed by the gov-
ernor, Vermont would no longer offer civil
unions, though it would continue to honor
those that have taken place.

Same-sex marriage is legal in Belgium,
Canada, the Netherlands, Norway, South
Africa, Spain and the U.S. states of
Connecticut and Massachusetts.

From June to November 2008, gays in
California also could marry, until voters
amended the state constitution to stop it. The
constitutionality of the amendment, known as
Proposition 8, is now being reviewed by the
California Supreme Court.

Dictionary redefines 'marriage'
Few people noticed until this month that

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary
redefined "marriage" to include same-sex
couples back in 2003 -- a time when gays
were permitted to marry only in the
Netherlands, Belgium and the Canadian
provinces of Ontario and British Columbia.

A Christian Web site drew attention to the
six-year-old change on March 17.

The definition reads, in part: "(1): the state
of being united to a person of the opposite sex
as husband or wife in a consensual and con-
tractual relationship recognized by law (2):
the state of being united to a person of the
same sex in a relationship like that of a tradi-
tional marriage <same-sex marriage>."

Following inquiries from the media March
18, the company e-mailed reporters a docu-

ment which explained: "Definitions in
Merriam-Webster dictionaries are based on
the frequency of written usage in English
prose. For a new word or sense to enter our
dictionaries, it must meet three criteria: 1)
Widespread usage in well-read publications
2) Established usage over a certain period of
time 3) An easily discernable (sic) definition."

The statement continued: "In recent years,
this sense of 'marriage' has appeared frequent-
ly and consistently through a broad spectrum
of carefully edited publications, and is often
used in phrases such as 'same-sex marriage'
and 'gay marriage' by proponents and oppo-
nents alike. Its inclusion was a simple matter
of providing dictionary users with accurate
information about all of the word's current
uses."

"Merriam-Webster often hears from people
on many parts of the political spectrum who
believe we are promoting—or perhaps failing
to promote—a particular social or political
agenda when we include and define words in
our dictionaries," the statement said. "It is
unfortunate when an entry in, or an omission
from, one of our dictionaries is found to be
offensive or upsetting, but such considera-
tions cannot deflect our lexicographers from
their primary job, which is to create a
painstakingly accurate and comprehensive
record of the English language as it changes
and evolves."

Same-sex marriage is now permitted in
Belgium, Canada (nationwide), the
Netherlands, Norway, South Africa, Spain
and the U.S. states of Connecticut and
Massachusetts. From June to November
2008, gays in California also could marry,
until voters amended the state constitution to
stop it. The constitutionality of the amend-
ment, known as Proposition 8, is now being
reviewed by the California Supreme Court.

Obama reverses Bush opposi-
tion to UN declaration

The administration of President Barack
Obama has reversed a decision by the admin-
istration of former President George W. Bush
and added the United States' signature to a
pro-gay declaration delivered in the United
Nations General Assembly last December.

Sixty-six nations supported the ground-
breaking statement that called for the decrim-
inalization of gay sex worldwide and affirmed
that international human rights standards
include protections based on sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity.

"The United States supports the UN
Statement on 'Human Rights, Sexual
Orientation, and Gender Identity,' and is
pleased to join the other 66 UN member states
who have declared their support of this
Statement that condemns human rights viola-
tions based on sexual orientation and gender
identity wherever they occur," the State
Department said March 18. "The United
States is an outspoken defender of human
rights and critic of human rights abuses
around the world. As such, we join with the
other supporters of this Statement and we will
continue to remind countries of the impor-
tance of respecting the human rights of all
people in all appropriate international fora."

In opposing the declaration, the Bush
administration had said the document's broad
language could reach into areas that fall out-
side of federal jurisdiction, such as the right
of each U.S. state to define marriage.

It was the first time a statement condemning
rights abuses against GLBT people was pre-
sented in the General Assembly.

Gay activists hailed the State Department
decision.

"It is terrific that the Obama administration
is joining the United Nations' resolution call-
ing for an end to laws that make physical inti-
macy between same-sex couples a crime,"
said Matt Coles, director of the ACLU
Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Project.
"Many of these laws are ... used to put people
in prison and sometimes result in people
being executed."

"That the Bush administration refused to
endorse the resolution is pretty unbelievable
considering the U.S. Supreme Court said it
was unconstitutional to criminalize physical
intimacy between consenting adults back in
2003," Coles added. "We urge the United
States to match its action on human rights
abroad with bold commitment to respect and
promote human rights at home. We can begin
putting an end to discrimination against

(LGBT) people by, as the president has pro-
posed, banning job discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity and by
repealing the section of the Defense of
Marriage Act that denies federal protections
to those same-sex couples who have legally
married."

More than 80 of the world's 195 nations
criminalize gay sex, and it is punishable by
death in 10 -- Afghanistan, Iran, Mauritania,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia,
Sudan, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen.
In Pakistan and the UAE, however, the crimi-
nal code, which does not punish sodomy with
death, tends to take precedence over the
equally legal Shariah law, which does punish
sodomy with death. In Somalia, Shariah law
is in force in portions of the nation. Somalia
presently has no national government. In
Afghanistan, the penal code does not punish
sodomy with death, but Shariah does -- and is
in force in much of the country. Nigeria has
the Shariah death penalty for gay sex in north-
ern provinces only, where Shariah takes
precedence over federal law and people have
been sentenced to death for gay sex, though
executions apparently have not been carried
out. The remaining five nations have an
unambiguous national death penalty for
sodomy—Iran, Mauritania, Saudi Arabia,
Sudan and Yemen.

The UN declaration's original signers were
Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia,
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada,
Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chile,
Colombia, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia,
Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany,
Greece, Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, Iceland,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Montenegro,
Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,
Norway, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, San Marino, São Tomé and
Príncipe, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, The Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, United
Kingdom, Uruguay and Venezuela.
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(413) 665-3218 • massmatch.com  • massmatch@comcast.net

• Personal, Discreet, 
Respectful

• People are who they say they 
are ...

• We welcome Singles of all
Lifestyles

• An affordable service

We understand ...
• It’s hard to meet the right
person.

• You are busy and want
matches chosen just for you.

• You might not want to meet
someone in a bar or at work.

• You don’t want your person-
al info for all to see on the
Internet.

Lanie & Bud, Company Founders
“We met through a dating service.”



(Hartford, CT)—At the Superior Court in
Hartford, Connecticut last month, Lambda
Legal filed a friend-of-the-court brief seeking
to ensure that Connecticut's laws protecting
employees from discrimination in the work-
place are properly applied to protect gay and
lesbian employees against discrimination in
the form of harassment and a hostile working
environment.

"Connecticut's laws protecting gay and les-
bian employees against discrimination do not
leave employers the option of allowing anti-
gay harassment," said Thomas W. Ude, Jr.,
Senior Staff Attorney at Lambda Legal.
"Employers may not tolerate work environ-
ments that are hostile to gay employees
because of severe antigay intimidation,
ridicule and insult - just as employers may not
tolerate work environments that are hostile
toward people because of their race, sex, dis-
ability, or religion - or any other trait protect-

ed under Connecticut's law." 
In early March, Lambda Legal submitted a

petition seeking permission to file a friend-of-
the-court brief in support of Luis Patino, for-
mer employee of Birken Manufacturing Co.,
who claims damages under Connecticut's
employment antidiscrimination law because
he was subjected to severe harassment during
his employment, including the widespread
use of antigay names and slurs in his work-
place. Patino filed a series of complaints with
the Connecticut Commission on Human
Rights and Opportunities, and filed his cur-
rent lawsuit in 2005. On February 3, 2009, a
jury found in favor of Patino on his hostile
work environment claim, and awarded him
non-economic damages of $94,500. However,
on February 12, 2009, the employer moved to
set aside that verdict, arguing that employers
are not liable for antigay intimidation even
though they are accountable for preventing

other types of harassment in the workplace.
The defendants' motion was heard at 2pm
today.

Lambda Legal's friend-of-the-court brief
argues that the verdict should stand because
the state law prohibiting discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation protects workers
against the kind of "hostile work environ-
ment" that Patino experienced. Lambda
Legal's brief urges the trial court to hold that
Connecticut employers who permit a work
environment that is hostile to gay and lesbian

employees violate state antidiscrimination
statutes, and seeks to ensure that the law is
rigorously applied to ensure that employers
understand their duty to protect gay employ-
ees—like other employees—from hostile
workplaces.

The case is Luis Patino v. Birken
Manufacturing Co. Thomas W. Ude, Jr.,
Senior Staff Attorney at Lambda Legal is han-
dling the matter for Lambda Legal.

The internet allows for a lot of non-authen-
tic contact.

Still, I hear about people who find love via
the internet.   I even have two clients who met
this way and are now happily married!
Nevertheless some people have good experi-
ences, others do not.  If you choose to go this
route, here are a few things to consider.

Think about and even write down the qual-
ities of another person you really value.  What
are you looking for?  Be specific.  Then you
have a means of comparison as you sift
through profiles.  As you write your own pro-
file, write about yourself in honest ways.   Talk
about who you are and what is really impor-
tant.  Trying to "look good," especially if it is
not true to who you are will not play out in real
life. It will be much better to put yourself out
there in a genuine way.  In the end, I'm sure
you want to find someone who is interested in
YOU, not someone who appears good on
paper.  When you read other people's profiles
ask yourself how believable and genuine they
are.  Is this a real person talking or someone
who seems more like they are
acting?

Don't jump into anything
too quickly.  Spend time
emailing first through the
website.  You don't really
know who that person is on
the other end.  The more com-
fortable you feel with that per-
son then, yes, move on to a
phone conversation or two or
three before finally meeting.
Don't be too quick to give
your name or go for that first

meeting.  You deserve to take time to get to
know this person.  Finally when you meet, do
so in a public place.

Beginning any new relationship is both
exciting and anxiety provoking.  Be thought-
ful, make good choices and have fun.

Good luck Elisa.   Best, Tetty

C'mon Out! Submit your questions to Tetty
Gorfine, Director of LifeCourse Counseling
Center.  Simply go to www.lifecourse.net and
click on "Ask Us A Question."  All questions
will be answered on the bulletin board. One or
two will be printed next month here in The
Rainbow Times.
*Tetty also been a psychotherapist since 1980. She
has worked extensively with LGBTQ individuals,
couples and groups and has supervised both clini-
cians and therapists in training.  Her vision and
leadership spirited nearly all of LifeCourse
Counseling Center's programs. Tetty has also been
on numerous radio talk shows and television pro-
grams.  She has presented at professional confer-
ences on topics pertinent to gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender individuals.
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Connectcut News 

C’mon Out from Page 2

Lambda Legal: Urges CT Court to stand behind law protecting gay workers
'Connecticut's laws protecting gay and lesbian employees against discrimination do not leave employers

the option of allowing antigay harassment.'



By: Mikey Rox/TRT Special

When actor Adamo Ruggiero joined
the cast of The N network's
Degrassi: The Next Generation at

age 15, he wasn't prepared for how playing the
role of gay teen Marco Del Rossi would change
his life.  It was, after all, his first big break. But
the scripts he memorized as the flamboyant
character would also prove to be handbook of
sorts - a guide to coming out of the closet.  Now
22 years old, Ruggiero reflects on the events
that have transpired over the past six years,
including becoming an alumnus of the teen
drama, coming to terms with his sexuality and
sharing it with the world, what it means to be a
role model for queer kids everywhere, his new
gig as host of Canada's The Next Star, and his
first major movie that's sure to make your next
yuletide a little bit gayer.  
MIKEY ROX: You joined the cast of
Degrassi: The Next Generation in 2002, play-
ing gay character Marco Del Rossi, a teenager
who was struggling to come to terms with his
sexuality. At the time, you weren't out in real
life. What was it like for you playing a charac-
ter who was living a truth that, at the time, you
weren't ready to accept for yourself? ADAMO
RUGGIERO: Growing up as a gay teen and
playing a gay teen on television was an over-
whelming experience. Before I knew it, I was
juggling three lives - my straight life, my gay
life and my gay TV life. As time went on, it
became very difficult to stay in the closet while
everyone watched Marco come out of the clos-
et. At the beginning, this unique situation
pushed me back in the closet, afraid of what
people would say. Besides, who could I talk that
was going through the exact same gay TV
thing? For a long time I tried to ignore every-
thing, which made me feel like such a fraud. I
remember always having an excuse to leave the
house when my folks sat down to watch the
show. I couldn't sit beside my parents as they
watched Marco come out to his parents. Too
weird! But after many years of juggling, it
seemed to even out at some point. Truth is, as I
got older I became more confident with my sex-
uality. And as an adult, I was ready to handle
this gay hot potato.   
MR: Did playing that role - and the reception it
received from the public - influence your own

decision to come
out? Did it make
your process easi-
er? 
AR: In retrospect,
Degrassi was so
much a part of my
coming out experi-
ence. First off, I
basically had a
"coming out hand-
book" in script for-
mat. Every read
through was a kind
of study session for
me—a Coming
Out 101. As
episodes hit the air,
I heard all kinds of
reactions. On the
one hand, negative
comments really
psyched me out
and pushed me
back into the clos-
et. But on the other
hand, which soon
proved to be the
upper hand, reac-
tions were so
incredibly positive.
Soon Marco
became a kind of
gay icon, and that
really empowered
me in my personal
life. But I can't say it made my coming out
process easier. I think I experienced the same
coming out anxiety as most kids, with a few
added pressures. 
MR: In a past interview with TEEN magazine,
when you were asked "How has it been playing
a gay role as a teenager?" you replied: "I was a
little bit nervous because I know that there are a
lot of kids out there, especially going to high
school, and I have so many friends around me
dealing with this, so I really wanted to do a
good job." At that time, how did you feel giving
that kind of answer, knowing that it was you too
who was dealing with the sexual orientation
issue? 

AR: As the
show became
popular, I was
thrown into
this role
model posi-
tion. And the
truth is, I was-
n't ready to be
a role model.
As a role
model I was
expected to
represent an
issue I was
still terrified
of, answer
questions that
remained a
huge enigma
to me, and tell
others to stand
up for them-
selves when I
wasn't ready
to do the
same. I would
often avoid
talking about
my sexuality
in interviews,
like TEEN
m a g a z i n e .

After these
interviews, I
remember feel-

ing incredibly bad about myself. Needless to
say, there was a time I felt like a fraud, liar and
a hypocrite. But I have forgiven myself for that.
After all I was young and afraid - and I
deserved a little privacy to figure my stuff out.
MR: When you came out in the Jan. 2008 on
the cover of fab magazine, you were quoted as
saying, "I come from a traditional Italian fami-
ly, but they aren't so traditional that me being
gay was a deal breaker?" How did you come
out to your family, and how did they react? 
AR: I came out to my mother in my bedroom,
sitting on my bed with her in the doorway - just
like Marco came out to his mom. And I came
out to my father in a heated discussion in the
kitchen; again, just like Marco came out to his
dad. I didn't plan it that way. Talk about life imi-
tating art. In terms of their reaction, I was very
blessed. My mother is a very liberal person. She
was born in Toronto and, therefore, grew up
amid diversity. She is also a forward thinker
who owns her own business and has plenty of
gay friends. So she was nothing but supportive.
With my father, it took a little more work. After
I told him, I was never met with sheer rejection,
just more indifference. He grew up in a small,

poor town in Italy, so this was something very
new to him. Luckily though, my father is an
intellectual and, like everything new, he just
needed time to research and understand it. My
mother, brother and I did our part to enlighten
him on the modern world, dynamics of modern
families and modern relationships. And my dad
was willing to learn. Now he is nothing but sup-
portive of my life and career. However, I am
still working on being fully open with him.
Coming out is truly a journey. It is not a simple
opening and closing of the closet door. It takes
time. But thank goodness for my brother. He
always knew and always loved me more for it.
He's held my hand through this entire journey.
And he's the straightest man alive!  
MR: What was the impetus for coming out?
Were you, or are you, in a relationship? 
AR: It was about five years ago and I was dat-
ing someone at the time. He lived in another
city, so I would travel a lot and spend a lot of
time away from home. Finally my folks
stopped buying that I was "visiting friends."
They wanted answers. Needless to say, they got
them.  
MR: For many teens, even today, coming out is
the hardest thing they'll ever have to do. As a
role model for these kids, what advice can you
offer them to help ease their anxiety? 
AR: Every situation is different and my advice
is only symptomatic of my personal experi-
ences. But there are a few universal messages
that I think are important to share. First off,
young people must remember they are not
alone. Regardless of whether you are in a big
city or small town, there are kids everywhere
going through the exact same thing.
Consequently, there are support systems all
around you. Do not be embarrassed to access
support groups and hotlines, even if you have to
do it secretly. Use the Internet. Hop on Google
and access information. Being among other
LGBT youth like yourself and having their sup-
port can make the world of difference while
you're coming out. Secondly, it is no secret that
coming out affects many people around you.
One of the major things I've learned over the
years is that coming out is a very selfless time.
As LGBT youth, at the brink of a new genera-
tion, we are confronted with many people
whose outdated beliefs and values leave them
unable to understand the life as an LGBT per-
son. But this generational gap is totally normal,
and no one's fault. We cannot expect our folks
to wake up the next morning totally cool with it.
They need time too. 

* Who is Mikey Rox? Who gives a %#$&!
But you can find him at www.mikeyrox.com.
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Queer Cinema You Can’t Miss!
The Frontrunner (Gay)
Genre: Drama; Rating: Not yet rated
Release Date: 01/01/09
Synopsis: Based on the classic 1974 novel by Partricia
Nell Warren, this film follows the relationship between
an ex-Marine track coach Harlan Brown and the open-
ly gay athelete he's coaching for the Olympics, Billy
Sive.

An American Soldier (Lesbian)
Genre: Documentary; Not yet rated
Director: Edet Belzberg
Notes: Premiered at 2008 Sundance Film Festival
Synopsis: Sergeant First Class Clay Usie is one of the
most successful army recruiters in the country; he also
acts as a mentor to high-school students training to
become soldiers, many of whom will eventually be
deployed to Iraq. One of the soldiers he recruits, and
whom this film follows closely over a period of nine
months, is revealed to be a lesbian.

Bi the Way (Bisexual)
Genre: Documentary; Not yet rated
Distribution: Limited Release
Director: Brittany Blockman and Josephine Decker
Release Date: 00/00/00
Notes: screened at the Miami Gay & Lesbian Film
Festival (2008)
Synopsis: A docu. about bisexuality on the rise.

Happy Hookers / Harsh Beauty
(Gay & Trans)
Genre: Documentary; Rating: Not yet rated
Distribution: Limited Release
Director: Ashish Sawhny (Happy Hookers),
Alessandrea Zeka (Harsh Beauty)
Release Date: 00/00/00
Synopsis: Happy Hookers looks at the lives of three
male hustlers in India. Harsh Beauty follows the joys
and struggles of the hijras, a cult of eunuchs who live
between genders. 

Gay Interviews

Adamo Ruggiero: From High School to Hollywood 

ADAMO RUGGIERO
Photo courtesy of Adamo Ruggiero
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Prizm Designs was established with the small business owner in mind. We
offer professional web and graphic design services at a cost-effective rate.
We believe that all business owners have the right to establish a strong
internet and graphic presence without it tipping the bank! 

We also believe in representing and collaborating with all communities alike.
As such, we are proud to serve a diverse clientele and pride ourselves in
representing people of all races and eth-
nicities, sexual orientations and gender
identities, age groups and genders. We
are proud to have a 100% non-discrimi-
nation policy.

Prizm Designs is Lesbian-Owned &
Operated and is based in Northampton,
MA but is proud to serve all regions.

Call us or visit our website today! Ask
about our 5 x 5 Introductory Rates and
learn more about our Sponsorship,
Discount, and Refer-a-Friend Programs.

By: Dan Woog*

When author
B e n o i t
D e n i z e t -

Lewis began researching
America Anonymous:
Eight Addicts in Search
of a Life, he wanted his
book about addicts to

include someone from the LGBT community.
In "Todd"—a 40-year-old addicted to steroids
and crystal meth—he found a complex char-
acter: a bisexual bodybuilder with a sideline
as a male escort. Todd took Denizet-Lewis
into a world where sport and sexuality mix
warily. Issues of body worship, homoeroti-
cism and self-esteem—never far from the sur-
face in any athletic endeavor - are magnified
in the hyper-masculinized arena of male
bodybuilding.

Denizet-Lewis - a gay man and former ath-
lete who chronicles his own sex addiction in
the book— admits, "I didn't know a lot about
bodybuilding before I met Todd. But I had a
friend who was into it, and I've always been
fascinated by that culture."

As he got to know Todd, Denizet-Lewis
realized that "a lot of gay men struggle with
body image. Many of us think that our body is
not big enough, toned enough or perfect
enough." At the same time, some gay men—
and a number of bodybuilders—engage in
contradictory behavior: using steroids to get
bigger, and party drugs that make bodies
smaller.

In his book, Denizet-Lewis says, "I wanted
to explain why gay and bi men have higher
rates of addictions." Part of the reason, he
says, stems from growing up in a culture that
teaches gay boys, at an early age, to feel

ashamed. As a result, he says, "we learn how
to compartmentalize, lie, pretend, and not
share ourselves with others. It's no surprise
we become addicted to things."

The bodybuilding world, Denizet-Lewis
discovered, is "very interesting. Most body-
builders identify as heterosexual, but many of
them do escort work on the side." Some have
only one or two clients to supplement their
income; some only pose nude for men with
muscle fetishes, or allow themselves to be
touched but do not reciprocate. Todd escorts
fulltime, and is an active partner.

Christian Matyi, who is both a bodybuild-
ing coach and competitor, describes his sport
as an outgrowth of American society. "Every
little boy grows up with an imprint of being a
bodybuilder," he notes. "Whether it's cata-
logues like Abercrombie & Fitch or pro
wrestlers rolling around, boys see an image of
maleness that makes them want to look like
bodybuilders."

In his book Denizet-Lewis says that Matyi
never used steroids, but was drawn to body-
building while recovering from an addiction
more than a decade ago. Thus, Matyi recog-
nizes Todd's addiction, and calls it psycholog-
ical. Steroids make a person feel "powerful,
dominant, unapologetic," Matyi says. That
helps them project confidence during compe-
titions. It also explains, in part, how they can
engage in escort work - as the object of mus-
cle worshippers - regardless of how they iden-
tify sexually. 

Matyi bristles at the implication that body-
building is an athletic manifestation of a sex-
ual fetish. But he knows it's there - and that it
contributes to the sport's somewhat sketchy
image. "Some people have helped give body-
building a bad rap," he says. "Of course lots

of young
guys are
at tracted
to the idea
of body-
building;
it's a
chance to
be strong,
h e r o i c ,
a n d
e x p r e s s
y o u r
sense of
masculin-
ity. 

" B u t
when they
get involved without someone to help them
navigate the sport, it's not long before they
stumble on all sorts of criminal and tawdry
sexual elements. With that kind of associa-
tion, of course they're apprehensive."

The Internet, Matyi says, has "helped fuel
the myth that bodybuilding is gay. If you type
'bodybuilder' in Google, many of the sites that
pop up are sexual fetish sites. And in our cul-
ture, if anything seems even the slightest bit
gay, then it's automatically deemed contrary
to being a man, and that freaks out a lot of

young kids. Kids are trained to say, 'Keep me
far away from gay stuff, it will feminize me.'
God forbid, right?" 

The gay media shares part of the blame,
Matyi notes. "Bodybuilding is no gayer than
football or tennis. Sports are sports. But the
gay media has helped sexualize it.
Bodybuilding is gay in mythology, but not in
reality."

Yet Denizet-Lewis sees an upside to body-
building's emphasis on looking good - and to
the addictive personalities it seems to attract.
In his research on addiction he has met a num-
ber of people - gay and straight - who used
drugs and alcohol in their teens and 20s. As
part of their recovery process, they began tak-
ing care of their body. The endorphins
released by exercise—and the positive reac-
tions these people received as their bodies
grew leaner, tighter and hotter—fueled a
cycle of even more exercise and working out.

"In sobriety, that becomes an addiction in
itself," Denizet-Lewis says. "A healthier one,
but an addiction nonetheless."
* Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, soccer

coach, gay activist, and author of the "Jocks"
series of books on gay male athletes. Visit his
Website at www.danwoog.com. He can be
reached care of this publication or at
OutField@qsyndicate.com.

Queer Sports & QClassifieds

The Outfield: Bodybuilding - And Beyond

QQ CCllaassssiiffiieeddss 

Trans  
29y/o full time transgendered woman living in upstate
NY.  I am looking for a long term relationship with some-
one in the age range of 22-45. www.Debbie-Vine.4t.com 
Email: debbie_vine@hotmail.com
“SWEET TRANSVESTITE" MTF, 52, smiling, slim,
healthy, balanced, love to shop, garden, cook, kayak,
kiss. Looking for a Genetic woman as sweet as me to ride
off into the sunset with. Contact "DJ2"  at:
j.nytop@yahoo.com. 

Men 4 Men
Hey, 18 yo looking for a man in Western MA, for roman-
tic relationship... under 20 ONLY. Thanks. Contact: Josh
at PrynceShybo@gmail.com
I am open-minded, nice, intellgent, good looking in an 

PERSONALS

SERVICES

Plum Blossom Designs
Professional, artistic designs and building. Wood, Stone,
Tile, Renovation and New Construction. Call Steve for
your estimate at: 413.330.0440.

OUTDOOR WEDDINGS, events & other celebra-
tions. Corporate/Private. HERON COVE, 111 Farnams
Causeway at Ashuwillticook Rail Trail/rte 8, Cheshire:
Private lakefront compound, boat ramp, power, stage.
heroncoveevents@aol.com

BENOIT DENIZET-LEWIS

Subscribe to The Rainbow Times today! Only $50/year.
TheRainbowTimesNews.com

PRIZM DESIGNS

WWeebb && GGrraapphhiicc DDeessiiggnn yyoouu CCAANN AAffffoorrdd!!

www.PrizmDesigns.com • 413.364.1264

old fashioned way, youthful and  historical. Contact:
Douglas at Doross51@yahoo.com

BiCurious (next column)
SWBiF looking for friendship and possibly more in
Springfield/Noho area. Very new to scene and testing the
waters. Great sense of humor and kind heart. College
educated and intelligent. Contact Ashley at honour_hus-
ton@hotmail.com or call 413.883.0396.
Bi-Man looks for more: Hi looking for some hot times with
new people.you never know what fun things can happen.
contact:  413-229-3799 or nmff2@AOL.com

Women 4 women
Looking to meet women in the Springfield/Northampton
MA area for friendship and fun! Diva's, Oz, dinner/cof-
fee/drinks in NoHo or Springfield. Movies, the beach, you
name it let's get together and do it! Contact Kris at dol-
phinstarnight@yahoo.com 

Looking for other women for outdoor activities; biking,
hiking, and cross country skiing. I like to cook, especially
coming up with healthy tasty recipes. Walks in the woods,
sitting by a cozy fire, enjoying all life has to offer. Contact:
Treesyster@aol.com.
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