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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Not too long ago, I picked up a copy of
your newspaper at Real Art Ways in
Hartford CT. I (and my friends) found it
very interesting and informative. I
noticed that you currently are serving
Western Massachusetts, Northern
Connecticut and Southern Vermont. Do
you have any plans to expand your news-
paper beyond these areas? I think that it
would be a great service to those of us
here in Southern Connecticut. Thank you
very much for your time.
Regards,
Joanie Sunders, Danbury, CT
EDITOR’S RESPONSE: The Rainbow
Times is perpetually growing and our

coverage in each region expands with

each edition. It is quite possible that we

may be furthering such expansions to

your area relatively soon.

Dear Editor,
Do you have extra copies of the previous
editions of The Rainbow Times available
to the public? Thanks!
Sincerely,
Thomas McDonald, North Adams,
MA
EDITOR’S RESPONSE: Yes, we do have

past editions available. Please call us

at 413-204-8959 for further details.

By: JM Sorrell*
TRT Columnist

I
love the expression: Never fall in

love with a tennis player; to her,

love means nothing.*  The

Broadway Play, Deuce, starring Angela

Lansbury and Marian Seldes, defies that

particular witticism quite effectively.

Terrence McNally, the gay playwright

who brought us Love! Valour!

Compassion!, Master Class, and Corpus

Christi, has chosen aging female doubles

partners as the principle characters in his

latest work.  The message-ridden, femi-

nist script could have been woven into

the dialogue more smoothly, but it hardly

matters when one is gazing at the magic

of Lansbury and Seldes.

Midge Barker (Seldes) and Leona

Mullen (Lansbury) are legendary doubles

partners who played together for over 30

years.  Back to love.  What struck me

about these characters is the primary

nature of their relationship.  They are

attending a US Open match and being

honored, and the bulk of the dialogue

consists of these aging (80ish) tennis

players recalling their past, opening up

about their regrets, and making peace.  It

becomes clear to the audience that the

length and depth of their relationship,

even with many years in between without

contact, is

more primary

than any

other “part-

nership” they

have known.

I am

reminded that

L G B T Q

c o m m u n i t y

members are often free to choose “fami-

ly” and to choose love OR friend rela-

tionships as primary at various times.

Heterosexuals have been doing it, too,

but they seem to be more likely to use

conventional labels to segment those

associations.

Love should be celebrated in all forms.

When it is expansive, it is healthy and

serving the lover and the world.  When

we try to hold onto it, it proves elusive.

“Deuce,” or 40-40, is the tied state where

anything is possible.
*J.M. Sorrell is a USPTA tennis pro whose

game is not what it once was.  “Deuce” may
end its run in August.  Contact The Music Box
Theatre or www.ticketmaster.com to buy tick-
ets.  You may “score” half-price tickets
online.  Eat at Meson Sevilla on Restaurant
Row for authentic and unpretentious Spanish
food.  Tapas abound. Love is a zero score in a
tennis game, but to JM, love means every-
thing.

R
ecently, I read an article from a
credible LGBT news source
that spoke about potential legis-

lation that would permit placing a
microchip under the skin of those who
are identified as having HIV in Papua,
Indonesia. In this way, the government
could monitor the behaviors of those
who were infected with the HIV virus in
an effort to prevent the transmission of
HIV amongst the its general population.

According to Dr. John Manangsang,
who is an advocate and member of the
group that is organizing and preparing
the bill, this extreme identification pre-
vention is necessary. 

"Some of the infected people experi-
ence a change of behavior and can turn
more aggressive and would not think
twice of infecting others,” he said.

Initially, I found myself perplexed with
a sentiment of violation for human rights
and disbelief in what I was reading. After
all, I have known several HIV positive
individuals through my past volunteer
experiences at an AIDS Action Coalition
and that behavior is certainly not what I
witnessed from them. For the most part,
there was eagerness in learning about
how to keep them selves healthy, how to

prevent spreading the virus to their cur-
rent or potential partners, and how to
cope with the shock of contracting this
virus. Most of them regretted their past
decisions that lead them to be infected in
the first place.

The fact is that people can turn more
aggressive based on any misfortune in
life and many people may not think
twice about an irresponsible decision
they make. The responsibility lies upon
all of us as conscious beings to make
responsible decisions, regardless of
whether you are infected with HIV or
anything else for that matter. The respon-
sibility does not and should not rely on
government interference to monitor our
behaviors in an animalistic fashion. Of
course, I realize I must not forget that we
do live in a country whose citizens’
rights are infringed upon, now more than
ever as a result of the Patriot Act!

Regardless, I began to ponder. What
would happen if this microchip did pre-
vent the spread of HIV in the general
population and fulfilled its purpose? But,
what would happen if all people simply
acted with a level of consciousness and
awareness? 
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Love, Rights…and the Rest of It

By: Nicole Lashomb
TRT Editor-in-Chief

Street Sense: Should a $141 million bill (with a
$27.8 million increase) be passed for absti-
nence-only-until-marriage? Why or why not?

“I’m not against educat-
ing and teaching kids
about the proper use
and sexual behavior
and everything else. So
I’m all for appropriating
funds for the education
side, but I don’t feel
that’s teaching them to

be anti-gay or anything like that if you’re just teach-
ing them about abstinence. Give them all the
options. [Teach them] abstinence first, but if it’s
going to happen, [educate on] safe sex.”  

—Quinn Cummings, Brookline, CT
“I would think some-
thing else would be
better.  Adults have
enough trouble being
abstinent, or true to
people, and to expect
people in the middle
of adolescence to do it
is a little bit insane. I

think they need some other kind of education and
being not that familiar with the bill, I would say, I
think it sounds like it could be trouble if they can
promote the wrong kind of thinking. I mean it’s a
pretty outdated mode of interactions, so not a good
idea.” 

—Jesse Lang, Northampton, MA

“It should be your
choice; and what
abstinence teaches
doesn’t apply to every
single person. I don’t
think that we should
be forced to listen to
something that not
everyone believes in. I
think that everyone

should be equal, and I don’t think it should matter if
you’re gay, straight, bi, it doesn’t matter as long as
you use protection and you know what you’re doing
and you’re responsible about it, I think it’s fine.”

—Kristen Sullivan, Easthampton, MA

“If young adults or
teenagers are going to
have sex, they are
going to have sex, and
I’d rather promote safe
sex than not having
sex at all. In my opin-
ion, I think it’s bogus
because it’s not giving

them any solution if they are going to have sex.”

—Felicia Lundquist, Northampton

Opinions

Nicole Lashomb
Editor-In-Chief



M
arco Dapper makes you
quiver. We all know that.

But much like Optimus Prime and his
Autobots, there’s more to this brut beau-
ty than meets the eye.

Notwithstanding his full frontal turn as
Troy, the sexually confused country
bumpkin in Eating Out 2: Sloppy
Seconds, Dapper is
as spruce as his last
name suggests—

and then some. In
fact, he’s got
everything you
pine for: a high-
voltage smile; elec-
trifying features; a
rough, raw sense of
style; and a body
built like a brick
you-know-what.

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,
you’ll never be
lucky enough to
land him. Nope,
not even close.

That’s because
Dapper is a straight
as they come. Or so he says.

In a recent interview, the irresistible
Dapper discusses where he was before
playing gay, the authenticity of his now-
famous nude scene, how his family
reacted, why ‘faggot’ is no longer part of
his lexicon, and Marky-Mark as his
muse.

First, though, lock the bathroom door.
You’ll thank us later.
Michael A. Knipp: You’re relatively new
to Hollywood, having starred in only one
film so far. What were you doing before
you landed the role of Troy in Eating Out
2?
Marco Dapper: I’ve been here four
years now. Before I moved to L.A., I was
working random day jobs.  [I] worked at
UPS. [I] didn’t know what I wanted to
do with my life. I always wanted to be an
actor. But I didn’t think it was a common
or realistic job— just a dream. The first
few years were really tough, but every-
thing has been good.
MK: When you auditioned for the role,
were you aware that you’d be showing
full frontal nudity?
MD: I had an idea, but I wasn’t totally
aware of it. They asked me if I was com-
fortable with it. I told them as long as
[real sex] wasn’t involved I was com-
fortable. If it was hard-on shot I would
have told them to go to hell.
MK: I’ve seen the film and I’m quite
impressed with your, [let’s say how well

endowed you are]. But I’ve gotta ask …
is everything there real, or were pros-
thetics used?
MD: The only thing that was fake was
the hair addition; at the time I was
shaved. The pubic hair was glued on.
The makeup artist had a fun time putting
it on.
MK: I’m sure she did!
MD: No really. We were laughing about
it. I was having fun doing it.
MK: Has your family seen the film? That

scene must have
created some
a w k w a r d
moments for
them.
MD: Everyone’s
seen it. Well, my
g r a n d p a r e n t s
haven‘t [seen
it]. They’re still
refusing. But, I
understand. My
sister saw it, she
was freaking
out. She
screamed and
said, “I can’t
believe I just
saw my broth-
er’s @#$%.”

Mom saw it originally with her sister in
Portland; she was telling me that she had
a couple nightmares seeing her baby boy
naked.
MK: How uncomfortable was shooting
that scene in front of so many people?
MD: It was pretty comfortable. I don’t
have a problem being naked in front of
people, especially when it came to girls
when I was a kid. After I had sex for the
first time, all my inhibitions went away.
We’ve all got one. It’s like, grow up, ya
know.
MK: Yes, I know. But do you think
showing so much of yourself so early on
in your career will affect the kind of
roles you’re offered down the road?
MD: I don’t think it’ll affect my career.
People are afraid of me being stereo-
typed and typecast. Once you are, and
people see that, that’s where you get
stuck. I played a hot guy, hunky dude—
next role, I’ll play something else. I
don’t waste my time with what other
people think about me. I could really
give a rat’s ass what they think.
MK: In addition to that pause-worthy
scene, your character, Troy, is essentially
bisexual. How did you prepare to play
him?
MD: It was tough. I was originally
scared. I rejected the role in the begin-
ning. I didn’t want to do it. But then I
said to myself, “Look, if I want to be an
actor and I have passion for this art, do I

run away or do I take it head on? I decid-
ed I’m gonna stretch myself.” It was
hard, because, ya know, I’m sitting next
to a guy. I was trying to put my ex-girl-
friend on the other character the best I
could. Almost pretend that she was there.
After it was all said and done, though, it
was no big deal. You just have to get
through it.
MK: How are you dealing with the sud-
den attention that you’re receiving?
MD: I get a lot of kudos from gay fans.
I’ve had people come up to me and say
thank you for being a straight actor and
doing a gay role. It really helped me
open my eyes up to the gay community.
It’s a big turning point in my life about a
culture that I knew nothing about before.
I made fun of it; I said the word ‘faggot,’

which is stupid, but I did. But [gay peo-
ple] are just like everyone else. Same
needs, same everything – just a different
sexual preference.
MK: So you’re saying that your role in
Eating Out 2 changed your opinion of
homosexuality?
MD: Do I agree with homosexuality? I
can’t say. I would much rather that a man
be openly gay than in the closet.
Married, with kids, lying – that’s
%$#&*$ up. Say I’m gay, sorry, that’s
life, move on. No one’s hiding or lying;
it’s just the truth.
MK: Let’s be honest, you’re super hot
and you know it. But how do you feel
when you’re labeled as such? You were
in an episode of the now-canceled
Veronica Mars and you’re credited as
“Super Hot Guy.” Do you love it or loath
it?
MD: I just laugh at it. Call a spade a
spade. If you’re good looking, you’re the
good-looking guy. I don’t want to be
known as Marco, the good looking guy
though. Looks fade. What will I be then?
Out of work.
MK: How do you stay in shape? You
must work out constantly.
MD: I work out rigorously. I’m a healthy
eater. I’ve been doing that since I was
18. I saw Marky Mark on an E! True
Hollywood Story. I decided then that I
wanted a body like his.
MK: I’ve been to your MySpace page
and you have a ton of pictures of people
who seem to be good friends of yours.
How do you stay grounded in a town like
Los Angeles?
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By: Michael A. Knipp*
TRT Special

Marco Dapper: The hottest guy you’ll never be with

“It really helped me open my
eyes up to the gay communi-
ty. It’s a big turning point in my
life about a culture that I knew
nothing about before. I made
fun of it; I said the word ‘fag-
got,’ which is stupid, but I did.
But [gay people] are just like
everyone else. Same needs,
same everything— just a dif-
ferent sexual preference.” 

–Marco Dapper

MARCO DAPPER

If you’ve ever considered being a Foster Parent…

NOW is the time to do it.

Connecticut’Connecticut’s children need you more than evers children need you more than ever..

The Professional Parenting Program

provides comprehensive supports to foster families.

Together, we can make a difference in the lives of children with

special needs.

Connecticut residents only.

Please call us today (888) 968-4489 x134

1764 Litchfield Turnpike • Woodbridge, CT 06525 • www.ippi.org 

See Dapper on page 7
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By: Dr. Renee Lang, N.D.*
TRT Medical Columnist

M
ost people in New England

know about Lyme disease

and the deer tick.  In fact a

lot of emotion surrounds the potential

for Lyme infection.  We know that if we

get bit by a deer tick and develop a

bull’s eye rash, we’ll likely get Lyme

disease.  Most current information sug-

gests watching for the rash, fatigue,

joint aches and pains, brain fog, and flu-

like symptoms.  Sometimes testing is

done.  Usually when presenting with the

above symptoms, people receive antibi-

otic treatment and hope they get rid of

the symptoms quickly.

The Borrelia species of bacteria cause

Lyme disease.  Summertime brings in

the possibility of being bit and infected

by the dreaded deer ticks, carriers of the

Borrelia bacteria.  Though most infor-

mation points to exclusive transmission

via the deer tick, other vectors of trans-

mission exist.  Mosquitoes, biting black

flies, and mites also carry the bacteria

and may contribute to some cases of

transmission.  

In addition, recent research reveals

transmission between humans.  The bac-

teria have been found in human breast

milk and semen.  Congenital transmis-

sion occurs

between a

mother and her

baby.  This form

of infection

varies from

“ b u g - b o r n e ”

infection in how

the disease

expresses itself

and its impact

on the immune system.   Though no

studies exist looking at sexual transmis-

sion, due to the elevated numbers of

sexually active couples infected, safe

sex practices should be used when one

partner has Lyme.

Another piece of information that may

be striking concerns the “bull’s eye”

rash.  Most criteria concerning Lyme

disease diagnosis require the rash.

However, only about 1/3 of those infect-

ed with Lyme actually exhibit this “typ-

ical” rash.  In addition, sometimes the

rash shows up months to years after the

initial infection. Often those with the

rash test negative even though the rash

basically diagnoses Lyme disease

according to the CDC criteria.  

In my opinion, this fact says more

about the quality of the test rather than

about the existence of Lyme.  In fact, the

western blot test shows a falsely nega-

tive result in about 20-

30% of infected individu-

als.  Some individuals with

Lyme symptoms remain

negative throughout their

course of infection.  Lyme

is best diagnosed based on

symptoms and recent out-

door history.

The most common treat-

ment of Lyme utilizes antibiotics.  When

treated early, antibiotics (doxycycline,

amoxicillin) are between 70 – 90%

effective in removing Lyme symptoms.

Effectiveness decreases as time between

infection and treatment increases. 

Unfortunately, about 35% of these

individuals experience a relapse of

symptoms. The relapse is likely due to

the tenacious and adaptive nature of the

Borrelia bacteria. When environmental

conditions become inhospitable, the

bacteria will encyst themselves to avoid

death.  They can remain in an encysted

state for up to ten months and can sur-

vive freezing and thawing and still be

able to infect animals.  They are quite

amazing. 

Finally, many people date the emer-

gence of Lyme to the mid-1970’s and

believe it to be mainly a northeastern US

issue. In fact the Lyme bacteria have

existed for over 100 million years and

human disease symptoms can be traced

back to about 500 BC.  In addition,

Lyme bacteria exist world-wide, report-

ed in over 30 countries on six continents

and many islands.  

Lyme disease is a pervasive and per-

sistent condition.  Much of the informa-

tion previously viewed as fact deserves

a second look.  For those experiencing

lingering fatigue, headaches, joint pain

and stiffness, mood swings, and chronic

insomnia following a rash or course of

antibiotics for Lyme, consider pursuing

alternative Lyme treatment. 

* Please consult your physician when

making any changes in your life. This

medical column is used for information-

al purposes. If you have any questions,

please contact Dr. Lang at

dr.rlang@thehealingway.net or call
802-254-4369.
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A new look at Lyme Disease and its transmission

DR. RENEE LANG

LGBT Health 

Lindsay Z. Hurteau and Benjamin S. Wilson exchanged vows of marriage on

June 30, at the Salem Cross Inn in West Brookfield. The parents of the bride are:

Edward and Helen Hurteau, of Granby. The groom is the son of Robert and

Kathleen Wilson, of Newport Richey, Florida.  

The bride is a graduate of Framingham State College and is a reporter for The
Rainbow Times. The groom is a graduate of Tampa Technical College and is a

Systems Engineer for Springfield Public Schools. The newlyweds spent their hon-

eymoon in Costa Rica. Congratulations Ben & Lindsay Wilson, from TRT!

TRT Wedding Announcement: Lindsay & Ben 



Dear QueerJustice Readers:

I am often asked questions regarding

powers of attorney, healthcare proxies,

and wills.  Do I need a will?  What is the

difference between a power of attorney

and a healthcare proxy?  How important

is it for me and my partner/husband/wife

to have a power of attorney and/or

healthcare proxy?

Deciding to save or invest for the future

and retirement can be simple. But one of

the most important questions about the

future we need to tackle is; what happens

if I die or become incapacitated? This

issue raises many obstacles for gay and

lesbian couples. Preparing for death,

incapacity or disability is of the ultimate

importance and being gay presents even

more barriers.

Most people know that the easiest way

to ensure that their personal and real

property end up in where they want is to

draft a will. The laws governing intestacy

(dieing without a will) protect the mar-

riage relationship and allows for the pass-

ing of your real and

personal property to

your spouse.  But if

you have specific

bequest (specific

gifts) unless you

truly trust your

spouse and have

informed them of

your wishes there is

nothing to protect

your desires.

There are four types different Powers

of Attorney, the most common being the

Durable Power of Attorney. A Power of

Attorney is the granting of the authority

to act as an agent or attorney-in-fact for

the grantor. A Durable Power of Attorney

is meant to remain in effect during the

incapacity or disability of the grantor.

The POA basically steps into the grantors

shoes, having the authority to sell or buy

property, stocks or bonds, conduct busi-

ness, banking, and other “legal” matters.

A POA though does not specifically pro-

vide for making medical decisions hence

the need for a healthcare proxy.

It is important, especially for homosex-

uals, to have a Healthcare proxy.

Although, while inside the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts the

relationship is honored and your spouse

would be able to make difficult medical

decisions on your behalf without a

healthcare proxy, outside the state, with-

out that piece of paper you are likely to

be excluded. The Healthcare Proxy

allows the designated person the authori-

ty to make decisions regarding heroic

measures, life support, emergency sur-

gery, etc. The healthcare proxy gives you

the opportunity to put in writing your

desires as to who you want to be respon-

sible for making such decisions and what

decisions you want them to make.

Being gay can be difficult when it

comes to the law and our rights. We must

be extra-vigilant in protecting ourselves

because as we have seen, outside the

Commonwealth, the government won’t.

*Attorney Jennifer L. Dexter earned a B.A.
in Psychology from The University of Central
Florida. She moved to Massachusetts to
attend law school at The Western New
England College of Law in Springfield, Mass.
She is a member of the Massachusetts Bar
and has a Solo General Practice in the
Pioneer Valley Area.

The information contained herein is intend-
ed for educational purposes only and does not
represent legal advice. Should you need legal
advice, please contact an attorney.

If you have legal questions that are unan-
swered, or if you would like to know more
about a specifid topic, then send your ques-
tions to: queerjustice@comcast.net 
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Bottom line: There are many ways to protect yourselves

“Although in the Commonwealth of Mass. the relationship is hon-
ored and your spouse would be able to make difficult medical deci-
sions on your behalf without a healthcare proxy, outside the state,
without that piece of paper you are likely to be excluded.

QQueerJustice

Atty. Jennifer Dexter

By: Jennifer Dexter*
TRT Law Columnist

www.therainbowtimesmass.com



By: Nicole Lashomb
TRT Editor-In-Chief

R
ecently, The King St. Boiz per-

formed at Diva’s nightclub in

downtown Northampton in

what I consider to be the best drag king

performance around.

Although I have never been a great fan

of drag king performances, based on lack

of performance standards of the artists

that I have seen in Toronto, ON, Canada,

I must admit that these ‘Boiz’ knocked

my socks off! 

Not only did my wife and I find The
Kings to be impressive performance

artists, but my  mother-in-law, who was

visiting from out of town, had substantial

d i f f i c u l t y

b e l i e v i n g

that The
Kings were

anything but

men in real

life. Talk

about credi-

bility! 

W o m e n

and men in

the audience were  immersed in the show

and tipped the “Boiz” throughout the

night.

The endurance and energy of these per-

formers amazed me as they transformed

between costumes and characters

throughout the 90-minute show. They

bring a whole new meaning to the Village
People!

The King St. Boiz, self described as a

group of drag kings committed to chal-

lenging the binaries of sex and gender

through performance art with an empha-

sis on having fun and making the ladies

swoon, live up to their own mission state-

ment and much more. 

Their emcee, Mistress Mona D’Luxe,

also captivated the audience with her

charming mannerisms and brought in a

true sense of feminine energy to the

Boiz’s masculine performance. Not only

did this show appeal to lesbians, but to

gay men, transgendered people and even

straight women and men! 

If you haven’t seen the ‘Boiz,’ I would

not wait much longer, for I have no doubt

that their demand will continue to rise as

will they themselves as performance

a r t i s t s .

And, if my

prediction

is correct,

they will

move on to

bigger and

b e t t e r

t h i n g s .

K u d o s

‘Boiz’!

To con-

tact Daddy

K, Ivory,

L u c k E ,

Tomi Boi,

Buzz D or Mistress Mona D’Luxe, or to

book them for your event, email the

‘Boiz’ at kingstboiz@gmail.com or visit

myspace.com/kingstboiz for more info.

www.thehealingway.net
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Reviews 

Desert Hearts (Collector’s Edition/DVD Released June 2007)

I
had not watched this movie since it

hit the big screens in 1986.  To

those of you who saw it 21 years

ago, the dialogue has not changed a bit.

Seriously, the script alternates between

disastrous and snappy one-liners.  The

supporting cast is superb in moments.

To those of you who were baby, baby

dykes and never saw the film, it is a les-

bian drama set in Reno, Nevada circa

1959.  It is worth buying and watching

for historical interest and for pure camp

value.  There is a famous hotel room sex

scene that showed more skin and sex than

its predecessors,  Lianna and Personal

Best (Note: the scene in the rain is more

passionate and compelling, in my opin-

ion).

Patricia Charbonneau, who plays the

swashbuckler who seduces the Helen

Shaver character, does not need to

remind us that this was her first film.  She

is hot and vulnerable, so we easily for-

give the less-than-skillful acting.

The bonus disc contains extra footage

of the hotel room scene plus a March

2007 interview of the co-stars by the

film’s director, Donna Deitch.  Vintage

lesbian novel fans should know that this

movie was based on Jane Rule’s book,

Desert of the Heart.

Country Western music is painful to

me, but for those of you who really dig it,

you will get your fill of Patsy Cline,

Buddy Holly, Johnny Ray, and Patti Page

in this movie.

The plot involves a Columbia

University professor, Vivian Bell (played

by Helen Shaver), who comes to Reno

for a divorce.  She stays at a dude ranch

whose owner has a rebellious step-

daughter named Cay Rivvers

(Charbonneau).  The unexpected

romance is prefaced by an offering of

friendship from both characters.

My favorite one-liner comes from

Cay’s brother, who tells her, “How you

got all that traffic without equipment is

beyond me!”  All I know is that if people

can get all corny about a cowboy saying,

“I can’t quit you” to another cowboy,

Desert Hearts is not so bad.  You should

be able to find it anywhere for under $20.

Get the 2-disc edition.

By: J.M. Sorrell
TRT Writer

TThhee  HHeeaalliinngg  WWaayy
Dr. Renee Lang, ND

Naturopathic Doctor

200 Clark Ave.

Brattleboro, VT

Phone: 802-254-4369

16 Armory St., #9

Northampton, MA 01060

Phone: 413.582.0303

Fax: 413.582.0355

Serving 2 locations:

King St. Boiz in the house: Best drag king performance around

Photo: myspace.com/kingstboiz

Photo: myspace.com/kingstboiz

Daddy K   

Ivory



E
ndless green landscapes, a

smattering of historical tourism,

and plenty of shopping, art, cul-

ture, and nightlife. Really, what traveler

could ask for more?

How about everything packed neatly

into one Irish county?

Perhaps the best aspect of a trip to

Ireland’s County Cork is that every

attraction is just moments from the next.

Cork city serves as the vibrant hub of a

wheel with many spokes, leading in all

directions toward all sorts of adventures.

Serving as a modern gem in an historic

part of Ireland, Cork is famous for its

international food, jazz, and film festi-

vals, as well as a rich nautical heritage.

Because of these features and others, it

was named the European Capital of

Culture in 2005, a distinction given to a

different city each year, and since has

experienced a notable revival on its

artist-lined streets.

Cork is also one of the most LGBT-

friendly cities in Ireland. It boasts a num-

ber of resource centers, eateries, and pubs

such as The Other Place, a world-famous

LGBT club and meeting spot. The city

also hosts an extensive Pride Week

(check CorkPride.com for dates) each

year.

Days can be spent on strolling though

unique shops and cafes nestled on side

streets, or browsing the high-end retailers

of St. Patrick’s and Grand Parade, the

city’s two major arteries. Cork’s famous

English market is not far from St.

Patrick’s, packed with vendors offering
fresh olives from massive barrels, bins of

oysters and prawns, or Cork-churned

Irish butter.

For those with a hankering for a little

history, Blarney Castle is just a short

drive from the center of Cork. Bring your

sneakers if you plan to smooch the

Blarney Stone—it’s accessible only by a

winding set of steep stone steps.

Also moments away is Cobh (pro-

nounced cove), where many Irish emi-

grants fled for America during the potato

famine, and where the Titanic made its

last stop before meeting its tragic end. 

For a day of quiet romance, Fota Island

is a must. The small plot of land is home

to the opulent Fota House as well as

unusually hearty soil, which allows

everything from fuschia plants to banana

trees to grow right in the heart of Ireland.

Nights can be spent in one of Cork

city’s many quiet B&Bs, or exploring

some of Cork’s hot spots, including Flux,

Loafers, Taboo, or Instinct. Adventurers

can always leave their plans to the wind,

and take a look at one of the many bul-

letin boards across the city, which are

routinely plastered with brightly colored

flyers announcing the party of the

moment.Dublin, a scenic, three-hour ride

from Cork by rail, is the most popular

destination for U.S. travelers, and

undoubtedly worth the trip. However, for

those hoping to begin their journey in a

welcoming, colorful locale, Cork does,

indeed, have it all.

* J. Stevenson is a travel, culture, and busi-
ness writer based in Massachusetts. She visit-
ed Cork as part of a European press trip, and
still has a local folk song about a goat on
Grand Parade stuck in her head; www.writer-
jax.com
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Off to Ireland? Put a Cork in It

The English Market in the city of Cork, Ireland.                                   Photo by: Jaclyn Stevenson

MD: I have a handful of friends, five

guys who are my buddies who I could

call if I need help. But I don’t put myself

into that scene.  I don’t go clubbing a lot.

Don’t get me wrong, I like clubbing, but

I stick to my main five. That’s how I stay

grounded. I don’t want to get wrapped

up in that scene. It’s like high school all

over again.

MK: You’ve just turned 24. What sort of

hopes do you have for your future?

MD: I’m trying to get this acting gig on

the ball here. I audition a lot. Pushing,

trying to promote myself as much as I

can. It’s so cliché to say I want to be a

working actor, but it’s really what I want

to do. I like film better than TV – to have

the ability to change things up. I like

change. I like the idea of having a new

character every few months.

*Michael A. Knipp is a 26-year-old
Baltimore-based freelancer and the
founder of Line/Byline Communications.
Visit him at www.myspace.com/rox-
mikey.

Dapper from page 3

www.seriosmarket.com

“Where customers are friends & friends are customers.”“Where customers are friends & friends are customers.”

Family Owned & Operated since 1950!
Groceries • Deli • Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

DAILY SPECIALS TO GO
Quality Meats Old Fashioned Service since 1950!

STORE HOURS:
Mon. - Fri.: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sat.: 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.65 State St. • Northampton, MA 01060
413-584-2633

WE DELIVER!WE DELIVER!

By: J. Stevenson*
TRT Travel Columnist



I
t is no suprise that 19 year old  actor
and music artist, Hilary Duff, is
popular amongst the Queer commu-

nity. But, did you know that Hilary’s best
friend, Drew is a gay man? Did you know
that she has a commitment to the queer
community and has performed at gay
clubs? Find out her affinity to the gay
community, the truth about gossip that
revolves around her and the meaning
behind her successful album, Dignity.
Find out why you shouldn’t miss her in
Boston on August 30, 2007!
Q.It was great seeing you present at the
GLAAD Media Awards in New York.
Hilary Duff: It was so much fun! I’d
never been before and everyone was so
nice to me. I was really surprised but
really excited that they wanted me to be a
part of it. And it’s fun to get dressed up
and go do things that you believe in and
that you want people to know about. 
Q: Who’s your favorite gay celebrity?
HD: I love Carson Kressley. I’ve actual-
ly worked with him before on The

P e r f e c t
Man. He’s
so funny
because I
was stand-
ing there
taking a
p i c t u r e
with the
p re s iden t
of GLAAD
and Carson
was like, “I
don’t want
to inter-
rupt, but I

have to come in!” So he jumped in and
gave me a big hug. He has the best ener-
gy and he’s so sweet. 
Q: Tell me about your performance at

G-A-Y in London. 
HD: It was incredible. I actually was so
shocked that they asked me to perform
there just because so many really talent-

ed people perform there. It’s quite an
honor. The whole place was packed and
they all knew all my songs. 
Q: Was that your first time in a gay
club? 
HD: I’d been to The Abbey once before
to dance with my one of my best guy
friends in L.A. He’s gay and his name is
Drew. 
Q: Were the boys all over you?
HD: They kind of were, but I love it!
They just have so much fun and they’re
much more accepting. Walking into a
regular club, there’s so much more atti-
tude to deal with. 
Q: What do you and Drew do together?
He comes over and we cook. Oh, and we
love watching Flavor Flav together! He
loves I Love New York, so we did a ghet-
to night at my house and he brought
Cheez Whiz. He loves to have theme par-
ties and wants to have a hoedown barbe-
cue at my house this summer. Once we
did an ’80s prom night with a DJ and all
of our friends. 
Q: When did you realize you had a big
gay following?
HD: A lot of full-grown men would come
up to me that loved Lizzie McGuire, but
it wasn’t up until this year that I found
out that they really liked my music and
that my music was playing in some gay
clubs. Once I was at Barney’s and there
was this hardcore kid about 22 or 23. He
looked pretty intense with the tight black
pants, creepers and tattoos, and when he
came up to me I was like, Oh my God,
I’m about to get beat up. But he was like,
“I’m gay and I’m obsessed with you and
I want to see your concert, so you better
hurry up and go on tour! 

S
o, I watched the new show

“Without Prejudice?” which is

really full of prejudice. It’s a

GSN provocative, groundbreaking new

game series that challenges viewers to

examine their own beliefs and prejudices.

The show is done in cooperation with the

Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against

Defamation

( G L A A D )

and other

social justice

p a r t n e r

o r g a n i z a -

tions.  It is,

according to

what I read

o n

G L A A D ’s

website, “an

i n i t i a t i v e

designed to stimulate a national conver-

sation while offering resources and

strategies for challenging social preju-

dice in all its forms.” In my opinion,

we’re going to see the bigots that I talk

about often here through this column.

People’s true colors are going to show

and show big! We’ll see the true fabric of

America, in its true colors and that ain’t

pretty! Tune into it, if nothing else, your

eyes will be opened.

Sean Delonas, the NY Post’s cartoonist

whose vulgar, anti-gay pencil continues

to astonish gay activists, is at it again. His

offensive “drawings” continue to dehu-

manize anti-gay stereotypes. The NY

Post’s reaction to this? Of course, you got

it, “No reaction!” I say that since The NY
Post management team doesn’t give a

damn about it, we ought to do something.

These are the names (and email address-

es): Mr. Jesse Angelo, Managing Editor,

jangelo@nypost.com. The uneducated

and bigoted Sean Delonas’ info: 212-

930-8000, seandelonas@gmail.com. I

bet you’ll also get the same reaction that

the NY Post gave when contacted by

GLAAD before … no reaction!

I’ve been called many things, and I am

definitely a person to tell it as I see it. I

guess you hadn’t figured that out yet.

Well, I’m also joining liberal activists’

campaign against FOX News Channel.
Join moveon.org and its campaign to

tackle this giant bully. All it does is dehu-

manize all minorities (women, racial,

ethnic and sexual minorities). I’m sorry

to all of my friends who don’t like the

word “minority.” I don’t like it either, but

I’m just making a point here. To heck

with FOX! Amen!

Ahh, don’t forget to watch the LOGO

channel presidential debate on August 9.

It’s a must see, if you’re Queer and

weird, and a homo who likes logo and

I’m a jock, ’cause I suck (at rhymes).
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Lesbian Best Sellers*
1. Desert Hearts 2-Disc...
2. The L Word: Season 4
3. That Tender Touch
4. The Gymnast
5. Just the Two Of Us
6. Puccini for Beginners
7. Loving Annabelle
8. The L Word: Season 1
9. Gray Matters
10. Mango Kiss  

* By wolfevideo.com   

QEntertainment 

Central & Western, MA
Blu 
105 Water Street 
Worcester,
Massachusetts 

Club Car
64 Water Street 
Worcester, MA

DIVA'S
492 Pleasant St.
Northampton, MA

Club Xstatic
240 Chestnut St. 
Springfield, MA

Hob Knob 
234 Chestnut Street 
Springfield, MA

The Pub
382 Dwight Street 
Springfield, MA

MB
40 Grafton Street 
Worcester, MA

Sin City 
350 Worthington Street 
Springfield, MA
Connecticut
Triangles 
66 Sugar Hollow Road 
Danbury, Connecticut 

Chez Est 
458 Wethersfield Ave.
Hartford, CT

Polo Club 
678 Maple Avenue 
Hartford, CT

168 York Street Cafe
168 York Street 
New Haven, CT

Bar
254 Crown Street 
New Haven, CT

Gotham Citi Cafe 
Church & Crown Streets 
New Haven, CT

Partners Cafe

The Night Owl ‘Without prejudice’ full of prejudice, say no to FOX!
By: Jack/ie Kennedy
TRT Correspondent

1. Whole New Thing
2. A Love To Hide
3. Bam Bam & Celeste
4. Rick & Steve: Season 1
5. The Masseur
6. Queer As Folk: Season 1
7. Times Have Been Better
8. Follow My Voice
9. Stray Cats
10. Dantes Cove Season 2

* By wolfevideo.com

Gay Best Sellers*

Hilary Duff speaks out on the Queer community

Hilary Duff kicks off tour on August 6, 2007. She will be in Boston, Mass. on  August 30, 2007.

Photo: Andrew Macpherson 

See Hilary on p. 12



When gay icon Marc Almond—one-

half of Britain’s first successful electro-

duo, Soft Cell—was involved in a near-

fatal motorcycle crash in 2004, his solo

career was all but over. Ever the fighter,

though, Almond bounced back remark-

ably and is determined to regain his sta-

tus as the prescient singer/songwriter he

once was. Though he realizes many

aspects of life will never be the same,

Almond retains his rose-colored outlook

on life, which shines through the song

choices for his inspired and personal new

release, Stardom Road. A collection of

cover songs, Stardom Road embodies the

diverse musical influences that have

shaped Almond’s life, including Johnny

Ray’s “Cry”; “London Boys,” by David

Bowie; “Dream Lover,” originally an up-

tempo classic by Bobby

Darin;

and the very close-to-home

“I Have Lived,” which Almond says is a

celebration of life itself, “embracing the

Joie de Vivre, seeking neither redemption

nor forgiveness on the day of reckoning.”

The only non-cover on the album,

“Beauty Will Redeem the World” – a

quote attributed to Dostoevsky, suggest-

ing that sometimes compromise will set

you free – is the first song Almond has

penned since the accident. “Beauty will

perhaps save us all,” said the celebrated

survivor about the track. And he should

know.

You may not’ve heard of Mark
Ronson, but you definitely like his work.

That’s because in the past few years, the

British-born, NYC-based ex-pat has had

his hands in all things hot, including new

tracks for Christina Aguilera, Nikka

Costa, Lily Allen and Amy Winehouse.

But those much-buzzed-about releases

are just a sampling of what this musical

auteur is capable. On his sophomore solo

album Version—his first, 2003’s Here

Comes the Fuzz, was shamefully ignored

—Ronson uses his own re-interpretive

style to give new legs to fading-fast pop

songs. This album isn’t anything if not

impressively eclectic with the irrepress-

ible talents of Dirt McGirt spittin’ verse

over Britney’s “Toxic”; Robbie Williams

nailing The Charlatans’ seminal “Only

One I Know”; and Lily Allen opening up

a little wider on “Oh My God”, original-

ly by The Kaiser Chiefs. “With my first

album,” said Ronson, “I had all these

people like Mos Def and M.O.P. guest-

ing. This time it’s not about that. With

Version, I’ve taken these songs that I love

and turned them into Motown/Stax ’70s

versions.” Because, well, why not make

money off of some else’s hits?

Akin to his father, Enrique Iglesias is

quietly becoming one of the most suc-

cessful artists in the history of pop music.

Don’t believe it?

Consider this:

the Spanish singer has released only two

#1 hits in the United States, the last of

which was “Be With You” in 2000. Still,

he’s sold more than 40 million records in

just over a decade—nearly as many as

ZZ Top, but in half the time. Iglesias’ lat-

est record, Insomniac—his eighth—is a

humorous nod to the sleepless nights and

obsessive detail that was poured into the

three-year project, which at its beginning

sounded nothing like it does today. In its

final incarnation, the disc contains 12

songs in English and three Spanish-lan-

guage tracks, all of which were conserv-

atively hand-picked from a pool of about 

35 songs written and recorded for the

album. Among those that made the cut

are standouts such as “Push,” a hip-hop

hinged collaboration with rapper Lil’

Wayne, and “Ring My Bell,” a volatile

ballad that Iglesias penned with Swedish

composer Kristian Lundin, in Los

Angeles. If his past success is any indica-

tion, Insomniac is poised to carry this

Latin lover over the 50-plus-million sold

threshold, which includes legendary

artists like Bob Marley and Duran Duran.

Not bad for someone who blatantly

admits to having a severely small penis.

When Beyoncé decided to go solo in

2002, it was a fair bet that Destiny’s

stepchild Kelly Rowland would follow in

the footsteps of another abandoned band

mate, ’N SYNC’s JC Chasez – trying but

never really succeeding as a solo artist.

Not so. Rowland released her first album,

Simply Deep, in 2002, proving that she

had star power of her own when it pro-

duced the chart-topping, Grammy-win-

ning single “Dilemma.” After a half-

decade hiatus, Rowland returns with her

eagerly awaited follow-up, Ms. Kelly, a

playful and passionate album featuring

hip-hop’s heaviest hitters. Bass-blessed

first single “Like This,” assisted by rap-

per Eve, kicks of the album with attitude,

sending two snaps and a smack to all the

‘playas’ out there. And on the Tank-pro-

duced, Snoop Dog collabo “Ghetto,”

Rowland speaks to good girls who dig

bad boys, which is balanced by the emo-

tional candor and strong vocal showing

of final track “This is Love,” a mid-

tempo coda to an otherwise upbeat col-

lection. “I wanted my new record to

sound as young as I feel, so that’s what I

focused on,” said Rowland, 25. Which—

let’s hope—doesn’t include the hair-toss-

ing, wall-humping tactics employed by

her former, more famous performing

partner.

* Who is Mikey Rox? Who gives a
$&*#! But you can find him at
www.myspace.com/roxmikey.
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TRT’s Back to school Supplement
coming soon!

ATTN: Colleges and businesses that cater
to students. Promote your

services/organization! Call TRT at
413.204.8959 for more info.

QEntertainment 

Reviewing the stars: Marc Almond, Mark Ronson, Enrique Iglesias &  Beyoncé 



Dear EarthTalk: I
am considering
buying Honda’s
natural gas Civic.
What exactly
comes out of a
natural gas vehi-

cle’s tailpipe, and how harmful to the
environment is natural gas extraction
and refinement?  Which is greener, a
hybrid or natural gas car?

—Alex Neal, San Diego CA

H
onda’s natural gas Civic GX,

which debuted in 2006 in

California but is now becoming

available in other parts of the country,

just may be the cleanest mainstream car

on the road. At least the American

Council for an Energy-Efficient

Economy (ACEEE) thinks so. The non-

profit group publishes an annual Green

Book listing the greenest (and meanest)

cars of the year, and put the Civic GX at

the top of its 2007 environmentally

friendly car list, edging out Toyota’s

hybrid Prius.

Although neither car is a slouch when it

comes to fuel economy and reduced

emissions, the natural gas-fueled Civic

scored slightly better than the Prius on

both counts in ACEEE’s battery of tests.

It also scored better in terms of the pollu-

tion generated in the manufacturing

processes.

Natural gas is the cleanest burning of

all fossil fuels. According to the U.S.

Department of Energy, the burning of

natural gas emits 117,000 pounds per bil-

lion (ppb) BTUs of carbon dioxide as

compared to gasoline’s 164,000. Its 92

ppb of nitrogen oxide emissions are con-

siderably lower than gasoline’s 448, and

its mere one ppb of sulfur dioxide emis-

sions is dwarfed by gasoline’s 1,122.

Natural gas also emits just seven ppb of

particulates compared to 84 for gasoline,

and it emits no mercury whatsoever

against the trace amounts emitted by

gasoline-burning engines. Natural gas

combustion does generate slightly more

carbon monoxide than gasoline, at 40

ppb versus 33, but the difference is negli-

gible.

The big trade-off for Civic GX owners

is the car’s limited 220-mile range

between fuelings. The gasoline-powered

Civic can go 350 miles on a tank; the

Prius, even with just an 11-gallon tank,

can go considerably further operating at

as much as 55 miles per gallon in high-

way driving. While a few dozen natural

gas refueling stations have popped up

around the U.S., they are few and far

between. For those who need to make

longer trips but still value a greener ride,

a hybrid may be the best bet, as it will

produce only marginally worse emissions

while taking advantage of the ubiquity of

gas stations out on the road.

Those who already use natural gas for

home heating can pay $5,000 for a car

fueling system installed in their garage or

driveway. While that cost may seem

high, owners can save about $1 per gal-

lon over gasoline and can also get a fed-

eral $1,000 tax rebate. (Also, like the

Prius, the purchase of the Civic GX itself

qualifies for a federal tax break of $2,000

as well as up to another $2,000 in state

and local incentives where applicable.)

Some Honda dealers lease home systems

for between $34 and $79 monthly. Honda

pegs the fuel cost at 3.75 cents/mile,

compared to 8.8 cents/mile for the gaso-

line-powered Civic.

Regarding the extraction and distribu-

tion of natural gas, the fuel is often

sourced along with or near oil reserves,

and involves similarly invasive drilling

methods. Accidents do happen from time

to time and, though natural gas does not

spill like oil and cause ground and sea-

level ecosystem disturbances, it rises into

the atmosphere where it contributes

directly to global warming.

Got an environmental question? Send it

to: EarthTalk, c/o E/The Environmental

Magazine, P.O. Box 5098, Westport, CT

06881; submit it at:

www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/thisweek/

or e-mail: earthtalk@emagazine.com.

Read past EarthTalk columns at:

www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/archives.
php.
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Increase the visibility of Latina lesbians and bisexuals!
Participate in an interview based research study 

Participants receive $20.00 for their time. All information is confidential.
For more details call 860-933-8082 or e-mail katie.acosta@uconn.edu

PrideEnvironment

THE HONORABLE 

J.  MARY SORRELL
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Also serving heterosexual couples. “Some of my best friends ...”

413.427.4153 • email:413.427.4153 • email: jm@jmthejpjm@jmthejp.com.com

A MEMBER OF OUR TRIBE

IIss  tthhiiss  aa  SSUUMMMMEERR  OOFF  LLOOVVEE
ffoorr  yyoouu??

Would you like to plan your wedding
now for next year?

My commitment is to serve each and
every couple to meet your unique

needs, from simple to large weddings
(and everything in between).

Secular, spiritual, inter-faith, and
couples I have not yet imagined

should call me!
I am experienced and flexible to assist with your preferences.

My rates are reasonable, and while I am based in
Northampton, I have and will travel to all parts of
Massachusetts to officiate for you.  Peace, JM

]

Honda’s natural gas Civic GX, the cleanest car on the road?

Honda’s natural gas Civic GX may be the cleanest mainstream car on the road.

Photo courtesy of: Honda

DON’T LET IT DIE, ACT NOW!

CALL AND ASK YOUR SENATOR

TO SUPPORT THE MATTHEW

SHEPARD ACT

CALL - 202-224-3121

ASK FOR YOUR SENATORS

OFFICE

Matthew Shepard Act
on hold for now!

2007 Historic

Democratic

Presidential Debate 

on LGBT Issues

—See TRT’s page 15 for details



New York, 2007—The Gay and
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation
(GLAAD) recently condemned Fort
Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle for the
divisive and defamatory terminology he
has used to describe the gay community.
GLAAD stands with the residents of Fort
Lauderdale as well as the local and
national organizations that are gathering
today to speak out against the Mayor’s
offensive comments.

On July 4, the Sun-Sentinel reported
that Naugle said, “I don't use the word
‘gay.’ I use the word ‘homosexual.’ Most
of them aren't gay. They're unhappy.”

“A public leader should be unifying the

community, not further segmenting it,"
said GLAAD President Neil G. Giuliano,
a former mayor of Tempe, Arizona.
"Mayor Naugle's comments and his lack
of remorse for dividing his community
are wrong. He needs to enter a dialogue
with the constituents his words have hurt
and start being the mayor he was elected
to be—one who represents all residents
of the community."

Numerous gay and lesbian activists, as
well as straight allies from organizations
such as the NAACP, are gathering this
evening for their second rally in eight
days to draw attention to Naugle’s anti-
gay comments.

GLAAD is urging those covering both
Naugle’s remarks and the community’s
response to consult the GLAAD Media
Reference Guide for background infor-

mation on terminology used in reporting
on lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
issues.

FMI: visit www.glaad.org. 

By: Lisa Leff/AP
SAN FRANCISCO (AP)—Alexis

Giraldo was born as a man but lives life
as a woman. She takes hormones to fem-
inize her appearance, a fact she says
prison officials did not care about even as
her male cellmate repeatedly raped and
beat her. 

Now free on parole, Giraldo is suing
the state prison system and several
guards over the state’s policy of assign-
ing transgender inmates to men’s or
women’s prisons depending on whether
they have had a sex change. 

“Prisons are violent places, and male
prisons are especially violent places,”
said Greg Walston, a lawyer who took
Giraldo’s case for free and asked a jury
for unspecified damages. “You take that
boiling cauldron and you put one woman
in there— which is exactly what hap-
pened here—and it's like throwing a
fresh piece of meat into a lion’s cage.” 

Giraldo, 30, claims Folsom State Prison
guards ignored her complaints and
returned her to the same cell until she
was assaulted again, then placed in pro-
tective custody and moved to another
facility. 

Giraldo is suing the California

Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation for emotional distress and
violating her constitutional right to be
free from cruel and unusual punishment.
She has asked Superior Court Judge
Ellen Chaitin to order prison officials to
come up with a new system for housing
transgender inmates. 

The Associated Press has a policy of
not naming people alleging sexual
assault. However, Giraldo has spoken out
publicly and has been identified by a
transgender rights organization that is
advocating for her. 

Several counties in California, includ-
ing San Francisco, have created separate
units specifically for transgender prison-
ers. But like other states and the federal
Bureau of Prisons, California assigns
inmates to prisons based on their geni-
talia rather than physical appearance. 

Biological men who dress and act like
women but have not had sex reassign-
ment surgery can be assigned to a psychi-
atric prison like the one to which Giraldo
eventually transferred or the general pop-
ulation of a regular men’s prison, accord-
ing to Walston. 

The California attorney general’s
office, which is representing the correc-

tions department and Folsom staff mem-
bers also named as defendants in the law-
suit, said it would not comment on the
case. 

Giraldo was sent to Folsom for
shoplifting and a parole violation in
January 2006. She spent three months in
the general prison population and anoth-
er four in a single cell away from other
inmates. She remained in the medical
prison until she was paroled this month. 

She testified recently that she voluntar-
ily had sex with her former cellmate,
Jorge Villavacencio, for a couple of

weeks but that she changed her mind
after he became violent and possessive. 

Villavacencio has denied raping
Giraldo and is scheduled to testify for the
state. 

Valerie Jenness, a University of
California, Irvine, criminologist who
recently studied sexual assaults in
California prisons, testified that 59 per-
cent of the state’s transgender inmates
have reported being sexually assaulted,
compared with 4 percent of the general
prison population. 
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LLGGBBTT LLocal & National News

TV Shows you Don’t Want to Miss!
The N; Degrassi: The Next Generation, (30
min) NEW; 9:00 p.m.; The hit teen soap features
LGBT characters like live-in boyfriends Marco
and Dylan, as well as ex-couple Alex and Paige.
This week, Marco learns a messy lesson in love,
while Alex tries to recover from her experience at
the strip club. 
The N; The Best Years, (1 hr) NEW; 9:30 p.m.
This new drama follows the life of a college fresh-
man attending a prestigious university in Boston.
Providing a dash of gay culture is Lee Campbell,
the owner of the local hotspot where the gang
hangs out. 
LOGO Channel; Democratic Presidential
Forum; 90 minutes; LIVE @ 9 p.m. on August
Re-runs the same night @ 11 p.m.; on August 10
@ 7 p.m.; August 11 @ 10 a.m.; & Monday
August 13 @ 9 p.m. Don’t miss this historical
presidential debate focus ONLY on LGBT issues
and whose moderator will be Melissa  Etheridge.

Daily & Syndication:
American Public Television; In The Life (1 hr)
Gay and lesbian newsmagazine with guest hosts
discussing youth and education, health and
AIDS, arts and culture, workplace, relationships
and family, and global issues. Check air times.
Re-Runs:
CourtTV/TNT; NYPD Blue; 1Hr. Tough detective
Andy Sipowicz has a gay assistant, John Irvin.

HBO; Rome; 1 Hr.; Men with men. Women with
women. When in Rome...

BET; The Wire; 1 Hr.; Set in Baltimore, this gritty
HBO drama features two gay series regular char-
acters: lesbian police detective Kima Greggs and
gay criminal Omar Little.

The N; South of Nowhere; 1 Hr. Watch 16-year
old Spencer Carlin go from quiet Ohio girl to out
Angelino over the course of this teen drama.

Transgender inmate sues CA over prison policy that placed her in male’s cell

GLAAD condemns Fort Lauderdale Mayor’s use of offensive terminology

&&  TThhee  RRaaiinnbbooww  TTiimmeess..



From Hilary on p. 8
When can I buy ‘Play With Fire’? I love
you so much!”I was just so flattered. 
Sounds like we’re just like your tween
girl fans. 
HD:But more fun and more wild and
crazy! 
Q:Dignity has invited comparisons to

Kylie Minogue. Did she inspire you?
HD: Some of the tracks definitely sound
Kylie-ish, but I tried not to listen to any
other music when I was making my
record because I just wanted it to be
mine. But it’s so flattering when people
tell me that or when I’ve read articles that
compare me to Kylie. That’s huge. I love

Kylie’s music and think she’s incredible. 
So many songs on Dignity deal with
imperfect relationships and breakups. 
Q: How much of the album was inspired
by your two-and-a-half relationship
with Joel Madden?
HD: A lot of it, definitely. That was the
one big relationship that I had been in.
Making the record half of the time being
with him and then while going through
the breakup, I got to cover a lot of emo-
tions. Obviously, people like to talk more
about the negative, but there are songs
about how great our relationship was,
too.
Q: Are there any songs that you’re nerv-
ous for Joel to hear?
HD: No. We’re very cool with one
another. I just saw him when I hosted
TRL for a week and he was like,
“Congratulations on the record, I can’t
wait for it to come out!” I’m not embar-
rassed by anything I wrote. The only
thing that sucks is that there’s been stuff
said about songs on my record being

about Nicole Richie because he’s dating
her now. It’s absolutely not true. When
you break up with someone you expect
them to be with someone else. She’s
never done anything to me and I’ve
never done anything to her. I don’t know
her and I have no reason to write a song
about her on my record. 
Q: But the track “Dignity,” which crit-
icizes paparazzi princesses, certainly
isn’t going to help fix any feuds!
HD: I don’t think so either, but this
record was about being open and being
myself. The song “Dignity”—that’s how
I feel. It’s blunt, it’s honest and I think a
lot of people agree with it no matter how
much they might love to talk about those
people. It interests me too. I see them in
magazines and I’m like, “Oh, what’s so-
and-so doing now?” But it’s kind of
ridiculous and I don’t care if people
know that I say that because it’s the
truth. She is definitely in that group, but
I’m not specifically talking about her.

See Hilary on p. 14

By: Dennis Shepard*
When my son Matthew was murdered
nearly nine years ago, my family had a
decision to make.

We could mourn Matthew’s death pri-
vately—withdrawing into some sem-
blance of seclusion, try to resume our
“normal” lives, pretending that nothing
had changed...or we could use this
tragedy to talk about hate and help make
Matthew’s murder a wake-up call
throughout our country. We made our
decision—a choice we consciously and
proudly continue to support every day.

Our son died because of hate. He was
killed simply because he was gay. For us,
our choice was a no-brainer. Not a day
goes by that I don’t think about Matthew
—his spirit, his passion for people, or his
smile. And since his death, we have wit-
nessed more acts of hate, bigotry, and
injustice against other lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender (LGBT) Americans.
For Matthew and all of the other victims,
our family has chosen to fight and to act

- to speak out against hate, to "come-out"
as allies, and to engage ourselves in the
process of change.

Some days are harder than others, but I

choose to act for the memory of my son.
I choose to act for the memories of the
thousands of victims of hate crimes. I
choose to act for those that don’t have the
strength or ability to act. I choose to act
because we, as a nation, cannot afford not
to.

I choose to act because I was, and still
am, very proud of my son...of who he
was and the struggles he had to overcome
to become that man. I choose to act
because I never want another LGBT

American to go through the fear, the pain,
the violence, or the loneliness that
Matthew went through on that horrible
night.

I choose to act because I never want
another parent to go through what we
went through - the grief, the giant hole in
the heart, the bedside vigil, or the realiza-
tion that holidays, family vacations, and
the normal, dull routine of work, home,
and life will never, ever be the same.

All of us—gay and straight alike—need
to act. Hate affects each and every one of
us. It knows no limits, follows no clear
set of rules, and has infiltrated our soci-
ety’s most basic institutions. 

The legislation is simple: to protect
people from being attacked, beaten, bru-
talized, and murdered because of who
they are. It’s a necessary, measured
response to the consequences of hate that
took my son away from me and has taken
far too many other Americans from those
who loved them.

I challenge all of you to follow the
example of the House by making the
choice to act. Encourage your Senators to
vote for the Matthew Shepard Act.
Today. Tell your story about how hate has
affected your family. Today. Come out as
LGBT and allied. Today. Choose to erase
hate. Today! We all have a responsibility
to act. If we don’t - who will?

To find out how to contact your sena-
tors, please visit our website:
www.MatthewShepard.org.

*Dennis Shepard is the Co-Founder of
the Matthew Shepard Foundation and
Father of Matthew Shepard.
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www.seriosmarket.com

“Where customers are friends & friends are customers.”“Where customers are friends & friends are customers.”

Family Owned & Operated since 1950!
Groceries • Deli • Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

DAILY SPECIALS TO GO
Quality Meats Old Fashioned Service since 1950!

STORE HOURS:
Mon. - Fri.: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sat.: 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sun.: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.65 State St. • Northampton, MA 01060
413-584-2633

WE DELIVER!WE DELIVER!

“All of us—gay and straight alike—need to act. Hate affects each
and every one of us. It knows no limits, follows no clear set of rules, and
has infiltrated our society’s most basic institutions. ” 

—Dennis Shepard

Available for Special Events
For more information,

please email
Kingstboiz@gmail.com

Northam
pton's ow

n Drag King Troupe

A father’s appeal: Choose to Act ... even when it’s on hold
LLGGBBTT LLocal & National News
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IInglañol LLatin Corner

Ugly Betty is a symbol of our Latino GLBT Community

The comedy and the original
Colombian soap opera, with same

name, Ugly Betty, include symbols repre-
sentative of our Latino GLBT communi-
ty.  The new version has maintained and
accommodated characteristics of the
Latino soap opera.  We cannot assure if
the comedy will have an end like the one
of the soap opera, if Betty is going to
have an intimate relationship with her
boss or if she will become a beautiful
swan. Nevertheless we find characteris-
tics in common.  Betty is not ugly she is
a beautiful person with a great heart,
intelligence and good human values. It is
possible to mention that the comedy also
uses soap opera components like using
situations with subject matters found in
our society while using humor and sus-
pense.  Also we quickly learned who the
friendly ones are and who are the vil-
lains; we can also identify who is homo-
phobic or a sexist. 

The show represents us, not only in the
character of Betty but also in the charac-
ters of Justin, her nephew, and the assis-
tant of the villain, Marc. Marc is a person
that is openly gay with attitude, egoistic,
and classis.  Haven’t we seen this person
in our GLBT community? On the oppo-
site side, we see Justin, "a different" child
that knows that he is different but loved
unconditionally by his family.  Haven’t
we seen this boy in our Latino GLBT

community?  
These characters (and the others that

are coming soon) represent intrinsic sym-
bols of our Latino/a community, and
GLBT individuals. First of all, the char-
acters of Justin and Betty have a Latino
heart and spirit. Second, both are "differ-
ent" just as many see the Latino/as GLBT
people; this happens as much by the
Latino community as by the GLBT com-
munity. Justin’s advantage is that his
family supports him unconditionally.
Sadly we do know that this uncondition-
al support doesn’t come easily to all of
our youth that consider themselves “dif-
ferent.”   At least, we can admit that it is
refreshing to see this support on TV.
Third, they are immigrants with a differ-
ent culture that they maintain with pride.
The comedy teaches about the different
levels of acculturation in a Latino family
as we have on one side Justin and on the
other the grandfather. Justin respects and
understands his roots at the same time

that he knows and teaches his grandfather
and mother of the mainstream culture.
Fourth, the co-workers and community
marginalize Betty but she knows who she
is and does not let this marginalization
change her. These negative situations do
not stop her from her goals, on the con-
trary it makes her stronger and keeps her
moving on the right direction.  At times
she might move back few steps but she
seems to recover quickly taking a firmer
step forward.  She knows whom she can
trust and who to consider a friend.  Many
people think that this character lacks self-
esteem; I would say that she is an exam-
ple of an individual that valorizes herself
with great self-esteem. She handles her-
self well, even when she needs to go
"against the tide," just as many of us who
fight and persevere against the "negative
tides" that surround us daily. On the
opposite side, there are many others who
don’t persevere against the tides due to
the fact that is not easy and they follow
these negative influences just as in the
case of Marc.

The character of Betty is a GLBT sym-
bol. Many people reach conclusions on
us as a community and individuals, just
as people do of Betty before getting to
know her.  There are many people in our
society that try to dictate to us how we
must act, dress and even who we must
love just as in the case of Betty.  She does
not respond to insults with insults, she
feels comfortable with her "outer and

inner skin" and is learning whom she will
love. I don’t attempt to judge the comedy
or the soap opera as being gay, but these
programs work with the themes and
include characters that represent the com-
plexity of the human being and our
GLBT community.  Betty is a Latina with
a jovial, refreshing, diverse and complex
spirit. It does not matter to her what oth-
ers think of her; she wants to succeed and
wants the best for those that support her.
We should learn from her example!

We should support this program that
personifies us better than other programs,
at the same time that touches subjects
that we face as individuals and as a
GLBT Latino community.  This program
teaches us how we should support each
other, and that we are all complex indi-
viduals.  We see that all of us are beauti-
ful people inside and that it takes great
effort to get to know oneself.  

I send applauses to all of those that
make the Ugly Betty programs here, in
Latin America, and all around the world.
Imagine there is an Ugly Betty even in
India!  I hope that Betty does not change,
that she is always the “ugliest.”
* Written by Wilfred Labiosa, member and
leader of the local and national Latino GLBT
Community; edited by Yarice Hidalgo, a commu-
nications and philanthropy consultant.
Reprinted with permission by the author and
editor of the Local Latinazo Column. Originally
published February 2007.

By: Wilfred Labiosa*
Special for TRT

Betty La Fea un símbolo para la comunidad Latina GLBT

B
etty la Fea es un personaje y
programa lleno de simbolismos
de nuestra comunidad Latina

LGBT, no sólo en la versión original con
dicho nombre sino también en la comedia
norteamericana. Esta versión ha man-
tenido y ha acomodado características
representativas del género de novelas. No
podemos asegurar si la comedia tendrá
un final como el de la telenovela
Colombiana, si Betty va a tener una
relación íntima con su jefe o si se conver-
tirá en un cisne bello. Sin embargo, si
encontramos unas características en
común, Betty no es fea, es una bella per-
sona con corazón grande, inteligente y
con buenos valores humanos. Cabe tam-
bién mencionar que la comedia, como en
la telenovela, toca situaciones con temas
de nuestra sociedad, atendidos con
humor y suspenso. También conocimos
rápidamente quienes son los/as
villanos/as y las personas amigables; al
igual que pudimos identificar lo/as
homofóbicos/as y sexistas. 

Betty nos representa, no sólo en el per-
sonaje pero también en su sobrino Justin
y en el ayudante de la villana, Marc.

Marc es una persona abiertamente gay
con actitud, clasista y egoísta.  Les pre-
gunto: ¿no hemos visto este individuo en
nuestra comunidad GLBT?  En el lado
opuesto vemos a Justin; un jovencito
“diferente” que sabe que es diferente y a
la vez es amado por su familia.  Que

creen, ¿hemos visto a este chico en nues-
tra comunidad Latina GLBT?

Estos personajes (y los otros que van
aparecer en próximos episodios) repre-
sentan simbolismos intrínsicos de nuestra
comunidad Latina y GLBT.  Ante todo,
Betty y Justin tienen un corazón y
espíritu Latino. Segundo, son “difer-
entes” tal como muchos nos ven a
nosotros como Latinos/as GLBT, tanto
por la comunidad Latina como por la
comunidad GLBT.  La ventaja del per-
sonaje de Justin es que sabemos que él es
querido y apoyado incondicionalmente
por su familia. Lamentablemente sabe-

mos que este apoyo incondicional no se
le rinde a todos/as los/as jóvenes que son
“diferentes,” al menos es refrescante
verlo en televisión. Tercero, son inmi-
grantes con una cultura diferente y que
mantienen con orgullo. La comedia
enseña los diferentes niveles de acul-

turación en una familia Latina ya que ten-
emos a un lado a Justin y en el otro al
abuelo. Justin respeta y entiende sus
raíces a la misma vez que conoce y
enseña a su abuelo y mamá sobre la cul-
tura vista a su alrededor. Cuarto, Betty es
marginada por sus compañeros y
sociedad pero ella sabe quien es y no deja
que esta marginalización la cambie. Ella
no se detiene, sino al contrario sigue
hacia adelante. Si en algún momento da
dos pasos atrás, se recupera rápidamente
dando un paso mucho más fuerte hacia
adelante. Ella sabe en quien puede confi-
ar y a quien puede considerar su amigo/a.

Muchas personas creen que este person-
aje le falta la auto-estima, yo diría que
ella es un ejemplo de alguien que se auto-
valoriza bastante. Ella se maneja
increíblemente, hasta cuando tiene que ir
en “contra de la marea”, tal como
muchos de nosotros/as que luchamos y
perseveramos en contra de las “mareas”
negativas que nos rodean. En el lado
opuesto, hay otros/as que no perseveran
en contra de las mareas; pues para
algunos/as no es fácil y se dejan ir por
estas mareas negativas como en el caso
de Marc.

El personaje de Betty es una moraleja
para nosotros como individuos GLBT.
Muchas personas se apresuran a llegar a
conclusiones sobre nosotros/as como
comunidad y como individuos, tal como
personas hacen de Betty antes de cono-
cerla. Existe mucha gente en nuestra
sociedad que nos trata de oprimir y tratan
de dictar como debemos actuar, vestir y
hasta a quien debemos amar tal como es
el caso de Betty. Ella no responde a insul-
tos con insultos, se siente cómoda con su
“piel” exterior e interior y esta conocien-
do a quien debe amar.  No intento juzgar
la comedia, ni la telenovela de ser “gay”,
pero si trabajan con la temática e

By: Wilfred Labiosa*
Special for TRT

“La ventaja del personaje de Justin es que sabemos que él es querido y apoy-
ado incondicionalmente por su familia. Lamentablemente sabemos que este
apoyo incondicional no se le rinde a todos/as los/as jóvenes que son
“diferentes,” al menos es refrescante verlo en televisión”. 

See Betty La Fea on p. 15



From Hilary on p. 12

Q: Gossip bloggers such as Perez Hilton
suggest that you’ve been out partying
harder since your breakup. Should we
be concerned?
HD: Oh my gosh, I’ve been going out for
a long time. Just now because other peo-
ple are going into rehab they start to
notice that I’m going out. I like to go out
and have fun with my girlfriends, but I
don’t like to make a big deal out of it. I
don’t like to go in the front door and I

don’t like to walk out stumbling and
crazy. When you do that kind of thing
you know what kind of attention you’re
going to get. But I don’t think there’s any
cause for concern. 
Q: How are you like your new fra-
grance, With Love? 
HD: The scent is very diverse. It’s sweet
but also woodsy and dark, and that’s a
different part of my personality that peo-
ple don’t always see. The top note is the
sweetest, but then the dry down, the one

that you’re left with the

longest, is warmer and more exotic.
Q: When are you coming to Broadway
like your sister Haylie did in Hairspray?
HD: I would love to, but I don’t know if
I could do that. It’s so hard. They actual-
ly asked me to play Sandy in Grease.
Every single day and sometimes twice a
day? That’s insane. I’m so proud of her
that she did that. Hopefully, it’ll be some-
thing that I’ll get to experience in my
career. I would love to come live in New
York.

Hollywood Records’ multi-platinum
r e c o r d i n g
artist Hilary
Duff  is set to
kick off her
US tour in
S e a t t l e ,
Washington
on Aug 6th. 

The tour
embarks fol-
lowing an
enormously

successful year for Hilary, including the
launch of her perfume With Love, the
highest debut album of the week also
named With Love, critical acclaim, sev-
eral high profile TV appearances includ-
ing her own show on MTV, several # 1s
with her single “With Love” including #
1 on TRL, # 1 most added at Top 40
radio, # 1 song on Billboard’s Dance
Chart, and Hilary winning the favorite
international artist this past weekend on
The Much Music Awards.

Tickets are on sale now through
Hilary’s fanclub at www.hilaryduff.com
and through Target stores. 

By: Steven M. Lewis*
TRT Auto Columnist
Q: Sometimes
while the engine is
running, the
engine idle speed
will fluctuate. Why
does this happen?
A: If your heater
mode control is
selected to the
defrost position, the vehicle is designed
to activate the air conditioning compres-
sor which acts as a dehumidifier to clear
the inside of the windows quickly. As the
compressor cycles on and off, the idle
will react accordingly. This is a normal
condition.
Q: At times when at a traffic light or
when stopped, I get a feeling that the
brake pedal will sink down towards the
floor. Is this dangerous?
A: No. See above question and answer.
The brake system operates on an engine
vacuum for their power assist. As the idle
fluctuates you may experience this con-
dition.
Q: My ignition light will not turn in the
ignition at all. What do I do?
A: When the steering wheel is pulled to
the “lock” position after removing the
ignition key, there is often pressure on
the mechanism inside the steering col-
umn which also locks the ignition. You
must relieve the pressure off of the mech-
anism by turning the steering wheel
slightly either right or left while simulta-
neously turning the key in the ignition.
This is normal.
*Steve Lewis is the President of Steve Lewis
Subaru in Northampton, Mass. To contact
Steve or to ask him your automotive question,
email stevelewis@subarumail.com or call
413-584-5355.
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Jennifer L. Dexter
Attorney at Law & Notary Public

Specializing in: Real Estate, Family

Law, Wills, Education Law &

Criminal Law

95 State St., Suite 724 
Springfield, MA 01103

attydexter@comcast.net
413-214-7626

Automotive Q & A

Stephen M. Lewis
President, Steve Lewis

Subaru

SENIOR CITIZEN’S BOWLING LEAGUE;

Mondays at 12:30 p.m. - Canal Lanes, Route

5, Southampton.

SOCIAL GROUP FOR LESBIANS

We always meet on the first and third Friday's

of the month. For information call 413-687-

2065

EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION (EC) is

NOW available without a prescription at all

Tapestry Health Services sites.  Call (413)

586-2539.

CAFE & CONVERSATION; Every Tuesday at

9:30 a.m.; at the Northampton Council on

Aging, NCOA; 240 Main St., Suite 1

Northampton Phone: 587-1228

MATURE LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP;

Group for women 55+ meets monthly at the

Northampton Council on Aging at 240 Main

St., at 6 p.m., the second Monday of each

month.

DISCUSSION GROUP FOR LESBIANS 40+

meets every Wednesday from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

at the Stonewall Center at UMass. Topics cho-

sen by group consensus the previous week.

This is a warm and welcoming group of intelli-

gent women. Information email  to:

JBGreenize@aol.com

OLDER LESBIAN DISCUSSION GROUPS;

Amherst/NoHo Area. New members accepted

on space-available basis. If enough interest,

new groups may form. FMI: 413-247-3257 or

413-253-3049.

MEN'S SUPPORT GROUP; Any male 18 or

older; an opportunity for men to share their

experiences, thoughts, and feelings about

life's journey. Support group not a therapy

group. Free. Every Tuesday, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,

Brattleboro, VT. FMI: 802-258-3914.

LADY TATIANA’S LATIN NIGHT THE

HOTTEST LATIN NIGHT; Every 3rd Saturday 

of each mont at The Chez, 458 Wethersfield

Ave., Hartford, CT; 860-525-3243.

GARDEN PARTY: August 4; 3 p.m. at Frog

Meadow B&B, Newfane VT. Not a Men's

Program sponsored event.

AMERICAN IDOL & BROADWAY STAR

FRENCHIE DAVIS; 8/3/07; The Chez; 458

Wethersfield, Ave. Hartford, CT; 860-525-3243

KOPKIND FILM FESTIVAL “Brother Outsider:

The Life of Bayard Rustin,” August 4; 7 p.m. @

Tree Frog Farm, Guilford VT.  This film illumi-

nates the life and work of Bayard Rustin, who

dared to live as an openly gay man during the

fiercely homophobic 40’s through the 60’s.

Not a Men's Program sponsored event.

UNDERWEAR PARTY; 8/4; The Chez; 458

Wethersfield, Ave. Hartford, CT; 860-525-3243

CYCLING; August 5; 1:00 p.m.; at parking

area below Mt. Sugarloaf. Henry Gibson is

hosting a road bike ride for anyone of any bik-

ing ability and interest. FMI: Henry at biath-
left@comcast.net if you plan to ride, to get rain

cancellation notice, and/or to get more infor-

mation. Not a Men’s Program sponsored

event.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL; August 10;  7 p.m. at

the Menspace, Brattleboro VT.  Open social

evening at the Menspace, with ice cream and

toppings a-plenty.

ANGELICA NATIONS R-DAY CIRCUS

STYLE W/NYC’S DJ LADY TITA; 8/10; The

Chez Est; 860-525-3243.

CLUB LUCY’S LADIES NIGHT; 8/11; The

Chez Est; 860-525-3243.

BIKING AND BBQ; August 12; 1 p.m.; Biking,

2 p.m.; BBQ, at Brad Banks’ in Peterborough,

NH. Followed by Brad’s popular Gay BBQ on

his serene 10 acres with pool, hot tub, lawn

games, bonfire. Not a Men’s Program spon-

sored event.  Questions: goldnwolf@surfglob-

al.net NO phone calls please!

CORE GROUP; August 15; 6 p.m.; Potluck,

6:30 p.m.; Group Discussion, at the

Menspace, Brattleboro VT.  Help guide the

Men’s Program.  Join us for a great potluck

and then conversation about the direction of

the program, our events, how we do preven-

tion work, etc.  All welcome.

JEANIE TRACY THE VOICE BEHIND CHA

CHA HEELS; 8/17; The Chez Est; 860-525-

3243.

KAYAKING; August 19; 11 a.m.; Retreat

Meadows, Brattleboro, VT; w/Brad Banks.

Kayaking at the lovely Retreat Meadows, with

lots of places to explore. No phone calls; fmi:

goldnwolf@surfglobal.net

TRANSGENDER SUPPORT; 8/19; 5:30- 8:30

p.m.; meeting in Brattleboro, VT, the third

Sunday of every month. Open to anyone

whose identity or expression doesn't fit neatly

into the gender binary, including transpeople

of all sexual orientations/identities, transgen-

der(ed), transsexuals, FTMs, MTFs, non-op,

pre-op, post-op, crossdressers, bi-gendered,

genderqueer, and questioning.  Confidentiality

guaranteed.  Not a Men’s Program event.  FMI

contact Benjamin:  robin@benjaminrobin.net
VT BEAR FILM FEST: 8/25; Yo ho ho! There

be pirates amongst us! Search for Gray

Beard's treasure, WOOF it up at the "Bears

Gone Wild" Carnivale and enjoy a day full of

short, feature and documentary films. FMI:

www.vtbearfilm.com
HARRASSMENT? DISCRIMINATION? Do

you know of any businesses in Northampton

or surrounding areas that discriminate towards

you because you’re gay? If you have a story,

we want to tell it. The Rainbow Times, 413-

204-8959.

NON-PROFIT OR ORGANIZATION W/FREE

EVENTS 4 ALL? Send your event and it will

be publised for FREE! If you are a for-profit

business, we also have affordable options for

you! CALL 413-204-8959!

Submit your non-profit calendar event* to calendar@therainbowtimesmass.com
*Certain restrictions apply.  Small for-profit events/groups, 35 words or less, are considered for a small fee. Large/for-profit events are not considered. All sub-

TRT PRIDE CalendarTRT PRIDE Calendar

LLGGBBTT AAnnouncements

8/24    Charter One Pavilion/Chicago, IL
8/25    Louisville Palace Theater/Louisville, KY
8/27    Radio City Music Hall/NYC, NY
8/29    New York State Fair/Syracuse, NY
8/30    Bank of America Pavilion/Boston, MA
8/31    The Great Allentown Fair/Allentown, PA

For a comprehensive list of all of the tour dates,
please visit: www.hilaryduff.com

Hilary Duff U.S. Tour Dates



The U.S. Democratic Presidential

Candiates are making history! For the

first time, the major Democratic candi-

dates will be gathering in a  90-minute

televised debate to discuss LGBT issues

in front of an audience of gay people.

“The Visible Vote ‘08,” sponsored by

LOGO, and HRC, will be broadcast from

Los Angeles on August 9, 2007. LGBT

people from all over the country are sub-

mitting video questions.

The media has provided a significant

amount of information about the candi-

date’s take on the issues. Before you send

in your questions, please inform your-

selves about your candidate’s views.

Below you will find where the Democrat

candidates stance is on issues affecting

our community. 

What will they say during the forum?

Keep this page handy before you watch

The Visible Vote '08 and see if they are

consistent with their statements of sup-

port, or if on that historic night, they

decide to break new ground.

N
ew London clings to first place!
Hartford splits! Springfield
remains one game back! New

Haven's Charlie returns to action next
week!

As mentioned above, Hartford and
New London split there games.  Game
one was won by Hartford 15-5.  "Kevin
was on top of his game and our defense
was Stellar", says Hartford coach Phil.
Most of the Hartford runs came in the fist
inning, 8 in total. The rest of the game
was a tight contest.

Game two was a great game, "David
Jarnes pitched great as usual, Tim batted
well for the hangovers and Brian Shaw
played a great outfield without his heels"
says New London coach Billie. Hartford
basically lost the game due to defensive

errors. Phil's team attempted a dramatic
comeback in the bottom of the 7th but
fell 3 runs shy. Congrats to New London
for coming back to win game two.  Both
teams now stand in at 11-7.

New Haven was able to break out of a
6 week winless streak.  Springfield was

asleep at the wheel as New Haven domi-
nated both offensively and defensively.
New Haven's first baseman Andrew
(YaYa) was solid on defense with many
long stretches, he must have been limber
from a long weekend. New Haven's sen-
ior coach Nick provided much needed
offensive and even provided a dramatic
grand slam in game two.

Game two Springfield bounced back
with a torrential offensive performance,
almost every Springfield hitter con-
tributed to the onslaught, on the D
side...Eddy Hamilton looked terrific at
the hot corner.  Springfield's record is
now 10-8 while New Haven jumped to 4-
14.

A good time was had by all back at 168
York Street.  This was the final event in

New Haven.  Joey provided us with a
meeting facility and an outstanding buf-
fet all three weeks.  A special thanks to
Joey and all his staff.

CYA in New London! This will also be
New London's last home event, lets have
a BIG turnout!

The Southern New England Friendship
League provides an atmosphere for any-
one wanting to learn and play softball.
The league is an active member of the
Northern American Gay Amateur
Athletic Association (NAGAAA).

For more information about the
Southern New England Friendship
League, visit their website at snefl-soft-
ball.org (no hyphen after ‘soft’).
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Southern New England Friendship League: A weekly re-cap

Members of the SNEFL

Where do they stand? What questions to ask?
Politics & Sports

incluyen personajes que representan la
complejidad del ser humano y de las per-
sonas de nuestro ambiente GLBT.  Betty
es Latina con un espíritu jovial, refres-
cante, diverso y complejo. A ella no le
importa lo que los demás piensen de ella;
ella quiere superarse y quiere lo mejor

para aquellos que la rodean. ¡Debemos
coger su ejemplo!

Vamos a apoyar lo nuestro y esta inicia-
tiva que nos personifica de un lado mejor
que otros programas, a la misma vez que
toca temas que enfrentamos como indi-
viduos y como comunidad Latina GLBT.
Este programa nos enseña como debemos
apoyarnos, y que todos somos personas

complejas. Vemos que todos/as somos
seres bellos en el interior y que toma
esfuerzo en conocernos a nosotros mis-
mos.   

Les envío aplausos a todos a los que
han escogido este programa para repli-
carlo alrededor del mundo. ¡Imagínense
que hay una Betty La Fea hasta en la
India!  Espero que Betty siga igual y que

no cambie, que sea siempre la más “fea”.
* Escrito por Wilfred Labiosa, miembro y

líder de la comunidad Latina GLBT local y
nacional; editado por Yarice Hidalgo, consulto-
ra en los campos de publicidad y filantropía.
Republicado con permiso del autor y editor de
la Columna Local Latinazo, originalmente pub-
licada en febrero, 2007.

Betty La Fea from page 13

Graphics courtesy of: hrc.com
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