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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I liked reading about the LGBT Coalition 

event the Carnival. I think it is a great idea 
and my friends and I are looking forward to 
attending. I am wondering about pricing and 
about parking. I like the singers that they’re 
bringing in for the Carnival. It sounds excit-
ing and we’re definitely going.

—Sandra M., Northampton, MA

Dear Editor,
What an amazing award for Baystate here 

in Springfield, Mass. I did not go to Baystate 
for anything related to my health and that 
of my same-sex husband. From now on, I 
will give Baystate Medical Center a try. It is 
important to go to providers that do cater to 
us and that care and support our lives. Way 
to go Baystate!

—Javier Rosado, Springfield, MA

Dear Editor,
Finally something real about the Not the 

Real L Word! I liked seeing hardcore butch-
es and Butch Voices and their conference 
in West Hollywood. Because of the article, 
thank you Rainbow Times, we’re definitely 
going to show our queerness. 

—Marie Johnson, Hartford CT

Dear Editor,
I still think we should have elected Mar-

tha Coakley! Look at her record and what 
she has done now (read in the July 15 is-
sue, written by Mr. Joe Siegel), by filing 
“her own” lawsuit on behalf of MA against 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. I think she’s great and it’s a shame 
that Brown used manipulation to get to 
where he is. 

—Carl R., Boston, MA

See Letters on page 10

Cultural Borders = Cultural Genocide
rhode island cannot mimic arizona’s sB1070

By: Jason lydon/TRT Opinion Writer

On July �8th United States Dis-
trict Judge, Susan R. Bolton, 
ruled that parts of Arizona’s 

racist legislation, SB1070, are un-
constitutional. However, this ruling 
is far from a victory. Pablo Alvarez 
of the National Day Laborer Orga-
nizing Network stated, “The partial 
and temporary blocking of a law that 
should’ve never existed is welcome 
but in no way a victory. The condi-
tions that created SB1070 remain and 
are only worsened by the decision to-

day.” The partial blocking stops some of the 
most egregious policies requiring police of-
ficers to investigate the immigration status of 
any person they consider a possible undocu-
mented person. 

However, the scapegoating and racist target-
ing of immigrants, specifically Latin@ immi-
grants, remains ongoing in Arizona, in New 
England, and across the country. According to 
Fox “News” Judge Bolton continued to allow 
the following aspects of the bill: “No sanctu-
ary cities: Prohibiting Arizona officials, agen-
cies and political subdivisions from limiting 
enforcement of federal immigration laws. Re-
quiring cooperation with federal authorities: 
Requiring that state officials work with fed-
eral officials with regard to unlawfully present 
aliens. Permitting civil suits for sanctuary cit-
ies: Allowing legal residents to sue any state 

official, agency 
or political 
subdivision for 
adopting a poli-
cy of restricting 
enfo rcement 
of federal im-
migration laws 
to less than 
the full extent 
permitted by 
federal law 
... Crime to pick up day laborers: Creating a 
crime for stopping a motor vehicle to pick up 
day laborers and for day laborers to get in a 
motor vehicle if it impedes the normal move-
ment of traffic.”

Thus the fight continues. On July �9th, the 
day SB1070 went into effect, thousands of 
people flooded the streets of Phoenix and took 
part in solidarity actions around the country. 
People of faith were arrested. Community or-
ganizers were taken to jail. Non-violent civil 
disobedience and creative direct action shut 
down much of the city. One group of people 
even shut down access to Sheriff Arpaio’s jail. 
Not only were people standing out against 
what is going on in AZ, but also pushing back 
against similar legislation that is moving for-
ward in �1 states around the country, including 
Rhode Island. You can track the copy-cat bills

See SB1070 on page 7
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Northampton should boycott Arizona 
too; it is the humane, just thing to do

By: gricel m. ocasio*/TRT Publisher

Kudos to the counties and mu-
nicipalities in nearby New 
England states that have 

decided to boycott Arizona’s dis-
criminatory immigration legislation. 
According to the Arizona Republic, 
more than �0 counties and municipal-
ities across the nation have decided 
to boycott the state. That list includes 
Boston, Hartford and Burlington, Vt. 
It does not, however, include Rhode 
Island. 

It feels right to have Boston, Hart-
ford, and Burlington, VT stand for 
human rights. I hope that Northamp-
ton, a place known to stand for civil 
rights, joins in and boycotts Arizona 
as well. It is important to pay atten-
tion to what happens locally, because 

not everything is as perfect for the immigrants 
living in Massachusetts either. After the Ari-

zona SB1070 went into effect, as a matter of 
fact, the Massachusetts Senate approved se-
vere procedures to inhibit undocumented im-
migrants from accessing public benefit pro-
grams (i.e., housing and Medicaid, etc.). Was 
this measure necessary? Have we forgotten 
the principles by which this nation was found? 
When are we going to take a stance and assist 
the undocumented, not illegal, immigrants in 
this country? 

While referring to word terminology, the 
word illegal should not be used to refer to 
the members of the Hispanic community that 
enter this country without papers, but with a 
tantalizing resolution to find work for pay and 
live—for once. According to Lisa Navarrette, 
National council of La Raza’s vice-president, 
an organization that advocates for Hispanic 
civil rights, the term “illegal immigrant” is 
discouraged to use. “We especially object to

See Boycott on page 6
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come out and meet the ct community at mohegan sun
By: Jenn tracz*/CABO’s Executive Director

Every year CABO holds a special event 
that is fun for everyone. The past couple 
of years we’ve held special events in 

New Haven, but this year we’re moving east 
to the Mohegan Sun Arena. Both the Mohegan 
Sun casino and the Connecticut Sun WNBA 
team are proud members of CABO and are 
thrilled to be hosting this event for us.

As I mentioned in my last piece, CABO is 
an affiliate of the National Gay and Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce (NGLCC). 

Due to our affiliation we are able to make 
amazing connections with other LGBT cham-
bers across the nation. We have a strong affin-
ity with the Greater Seattle Business Associa-
tion and it just so happens that the Connecticut 
Sun is playing the Seattle Storm on Friday, 
Aug. 13. It is no coincidence that our event is 
taking place at this game.

As someone who is on the business side of 
the LGBT movement is important to note that 
we as a community have allies all over. There 
is camaraderie across all chambers where the 
dedication and desire to help one another is 
so strong, that you truly feel you can make a 
difference. Whether you are an individual de-
ciding which brand of chips to purchase or a 
business owner deciding which brand of chips 
to carry in your vending machine, it is impor-
tant to know you can support companies that 

support you.
I encourage everyone 

to take your first step to-
wards action. Join CABO 
on Aug. 13 at 5 p.m. at the 
Mohegan Sun Arena to 
meet with current members 
of CABO, who are already 
supporting the commu-
nity, and to enjoy a game 
of friendly competition be-
tween the Connecticut Sun 
and the Seattle Storm. We 
will be hosting a cocktail 
reception in a private suite 

prior to the game, from 5-6pm, and will then 
move down to watch the game. This event is 
open to everyone; we encourage you to bring, 
your friends, family and children. Visit www.
TheCABO.org or e-mail JTracz@TheCABO.
org to find out more details and RSVP for this 
great event.

 
*In her role as CABO executive director, 

Jenn is responsible for maintaining and grow-
ing membership, developing strategic business 
partnerships and overseeing the day-to-day 
operations of the organization. In addition to 
being CABO’s executive director, she also is a 
small business owner specializing in market-
ing and design services.

Jenn tracz

By: susan ryan-vollmar*/TRT Columnist

Passages from the Goodridge marriage 
ruling have become staples at weddings. 
The decision, authored by Massachusetts 

Supreme Judicial Court Chief Justice Margaret 
Marshall, who announced her retirement July 
�1, is an eloquent meditation on marriage. In 
particular, the lines, “The Massachusetts Con-
stitution affirms the dignity and equality of all 
individuals. It forbids the creation of second-
class citizens” are a clear and simple declara-
tion of the right to marry for all people. 

So it’s sometimes hard to recall, just six 
years later, just how shocking the decision 
was at the time. So shocking, in fact, that was 
seems obvious now — the Goodridge decision 
is an unambiguous defense of marriage for all 
— was not at all obvious in the days, weeks 
and months following the ruling. 

I was working as the news editor of the Bos-
ton Phoenix when the much-anticipated deci-
sion was published. As soon as it was avail-
able online my colleagues and I poured over 
it, trying to understand what the decision ac-
tually said. Could same-sex couples marry or 
not? We couldn’t figure it out. And we weren’t 
alone. Then Governor Mitt Romney, House 
Speaker Tom Finneran and Senate President 
Robert Travaglini all interpreted the ruling 
to mean that lawmakers could simply pass a 
civil union-ish marriage lite bill in order to 
prevent the marriages of same-sex couples in 
Massachusetts.

Travaglini took the unusual step of formally 
asking the court for guidance. Three months 
after he asked, they answered: civil unions

See Goodridge on page 6

That was then, and this is now:
Reflecting on the marriage legacy
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Greg Louganis supports 
school for GLBTQ Youth

By: Joe siegel/trt reporter
Former Olympic diving cham-

pion Greg Louganis has endorsed 
the GLBTQ Online High School 
with the launch of the Greg Lou-
ganis Scholarship Fund. 

 “When I heard about GLBTQ 
Online High School, I knew that 
was a team I wanted to be a part 
of,” said Louganis. “This unique 
school goes beyond eliminating 
the damaging experiences that 
some schools provide GLBTQ 
students. It also connects queer 
and questioning youth and their 
parents to supportive peers and 
community resources around the 
country. With all that support, 
students can concentrate on a 
high quality, college-prep educa-
tion that will serve them well.”

 “Greg’s endorsement and 
scholarship fund help by increas-
ing the visibility of the school 
and providing a concrete way for 
people to contribute,” said Dave 
Glick, Executive Director of 
GLBTQ Online High School.

Glick explained that Louga-
nis talks to numerous audiences 
around the country, often on issues 

that are closely related to the work of the On-
line High School.

Glick noted that Louganis was a “fantastic 
role model for our students.”

Glick contacted Louganis’ agent, who dis-
cussed it with him. 

“(Louganis) enthusiastically recognized the 
potential of this school for many GLBTQ kids, 
and also for kids who are elite athletes with 
intense practice and travel schedules,” Glick 
said. “It is a natural fit. After several discus-
sions about how he could best help the school, 
we decided on the scholarship fund.”

Louganis will be helping to promote the 
school and build the Greg Louganis Scholar-
ship Fund, which will be funded by private 
donations. The Louganis scholarships will 
be available to students who could not other-
wise afford to attend the private, nationwide 
school. 

Glick saw a need for an educational facility 
to serve the needs of queer youth.

The Online High School began to serve stu-
dents last January and is preparing for its first 
full school year. 

“I founded the school because throughout my 
years working in school systems, I observed 
first hand the need for queer students to have 
safe environments and positive role models 
to support their education,’ Glick explained. 
“In small, rural environments I have seen kids 
that craved connections to a larger community 
where they could be with others who shared 
similar experiences. With a virtual school, kids 
in any community worldwide can find those 
supportive peers and caring teachers.”

The GLBTQ Online High School will man-
age all aspects of the scholarship fund. Stu-
dents will be able to apply for scholarship sup-
port in conjunction with their application to 
the school. Glick wants to raise $�0,000. The 
plan is to continue with an ongoing, endowed 
scholarship.

 
Donations can be made by credit card via 

the school website, http://www.glbtqonline-
highschool.com or by sending a check payable 
to GLBTQ Online High School with “Greg 
Louganis Scholarship Fund” in the memo line. 
Send to: GLBTQ Online High School, 540 
Dorland Rd. S., Maplewood, MN 55119.
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Faith, Family, and God: In the worst of times, 
the best of human nature must rally forward

By: Paul P. Jesep*/TRT Columnist

The Ali Forney Center (www.
AliForneyCenter.org) �010 
summer newsletter arrived this 

month with several success stories and 
the ongoing struggles involving home-
less LGBT and Searching youth.

The Center, based in New York 
City, provides safe havens for those 
thrown out of “homes” by their “fam-
ilies.” Some of these traumatized, 
abandoned young people live at the 
Center for years finding love, support, 
and the mentoring needed to eventu-
ally live as independent, contributing 
adults.  

Executive Director Carl Siciliano 
began the newsletter by referencing 
the opening line to the Tale of Two 
Cities by Dickens. “It was the best of 
times, it was the worst of times.” 

He shared that one former resident 
of two years started the Fierce Roots 
dance company. Recently, the Point 
Foundation awarded another young 
person a scholarship. Brown Univer-
sity provided an individual a sum-

mer research scholarship. Two law schools 
are courting someone who lived at the Center 
back in �00�.

Sadly, these also are not the best of times. 

According to Siciliano, despite ongoing, tire-
less efforts by the Center to expand the servic-
es and number of beds, “We are turning away 
more kids than ever before.” He reflected that, 
“We opened in �00� with six beds, and soon 
were turning away 100 kids a night. Now we 
provide 58 beds . . . and we have over 150 kids 
on the waiting list to get into our shelters.”

The need is great, especially during a reces-
sion when donations and government grants 
are down.

As a guest blogger Siciliano contributed a 
piece late last year recalling how he had met a 
boy several years ago without a place to stay. 

“We sent him to what at that time was the 
one youth shelter in NYC, Covenant House, 
a large Roman Catholic Shelter,” he wrote. 
“The first night he stayed there he was placed 
in a dorm with about 15 other kids. After he 
fell asleep, the other kids in the dorm gathered 
around him and urinated on him to show their 
hatred and unwillingness to share their dorm 
with a gay person. I cannot tell you how many 
similar stories I have heard over the years, of 
LGBT kids being gay-bashed, humiliated and 
abused at Covenant House.”

There are many other tragic stories including 
those that end in suicide.

Despite the failures, obstacles, and the all-
too-often destructive nature of organized 
religion God’s work is being done thanks to 

Siciliano, donors, and the volunteers at the 
Center. It’s another example why religion 
must be kept separate from faith and belief in a 
divine force of goodness. 

The Center is in need of financial support. 
Please find it in your budget to make a dona-
tion. Consider shortening your vacation by a 
day, eating dinner out twice less this month, 
asking that a birthday donation be made in your 
name to the Center, or bringing your lunch to 
work several times this week instead of buying 
it. You can be an instrument of a good, all-lov-
ing higher power. 

Russian writer Leo Tolstoy (18�8-1910), a 
man of deep Christian faith excommunicated 
by the Eastern Orthodox Church, reminded 
people that no effort is too small in helping 
someone. Regardless of the amount you can 
donate every dollar is equally valued by the 
Giver of Life because it is all part of the Cre-
ator’s work. 

“Your work,” Tolstoy wrote, “will be nei-
ther small nor great, it will be God’s work … 
God’s work … is infinite. God’s work is you 
… become a partner of the infinite God and of 
[the Creator’s] world.”

Remember AliForneyCenter.org.

*Paul is an author, attorney, and a seminary 
trained, ordained priest in greater Albany, NY. 
He may be reached at Dilovod@aol.com.
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BECKET, MA—Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte 
Carlo, an astute and hilarious take on the classical 
ballet repertoire using all-male dancers, will per-
form at Jacob’s Pillow in the Ted Shawn Theatre, 
Aug. 11–15.

Equal parts tribute, spoof, dance history master 
class, and comedy routine, “the Trocks” as they are 
affectionately known, have been dubbed “one of 
the great comic creations of the American stage” 
(The San Francisco Chronicle). 

The Trocks’ engagement at Jacob’s Pillow will 
form the centerpiece of “A Weekend OUT at the 
Pillow,” August 13–15, which will provide LG-
BTQ families, individuals, and couples the op-
portunity to take advantage of all the Pillow has to 
offer, and to spend time with old and new friends. 

“A Weekend OUT at the Pillow” will also feature 
a special historic tour of Jacob’s Pillow on Sunday, 
August 15 at noon, given by Jacob’s Pillow Direc-
tor of Preservation, Norton Owen, and focusing on 
Pillow-founder Ted Shawn and his Men Dancers. 
Visit www.jacobspillow.org/festival/�010/08/a-
weekend-out-at-the-pillow/ for additional details.

For more information on Les Ballets Trockadero 
de Monte Carlo and Jacob’s Pillow, please visit 
www.trockadero.org  or www.jacobspillow.org or 
call (�13) ��3.07�5. 

Free Pre-Show Talks with Jacob’s Pillow Schol-
ars-in-Residence are offered in Blake’s Barn 30 
minutes before every performance.

To view all the free events at the Pillow in Au-
gust, please visit: www.jacobspillow.org

Jacob’s Pillow is located at 358 George 
Carter Road in Becket, MA, 01223 (10 min-
utes east on Route 20 from Mass Pike Exit 2).  
The Jacob’s Pillow campus and theaters are 
handicapped-accessible.

Jacob’s Pillow summer full  
with dance, talks and photos

online calendar of events @ therainbowtimesnews.com
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By: Joe siegel/TRT Reporter
The week-long �010 International AIDS 

Conference in Vienna brought together more 
than �5,000 scientists, government representa-
tives, health workers, activists, business lead-
ers, and people with HIV and AIDS.

It provided the attendees the chance to as-
sess the current state of the epidemic, evalu-
ate recent scientific 
developments and les-
sons learned, and make 
plans for how to provide 
further prevention and 
treatment. 

The conference’s 
theme was “Rights Here, 
Right Now,” emphasiz-
ing the central impor-
tance of protecting and 
promoting human rights 
as a prerequisite to a suc-
cessful response to HIV. 
The right to dignity and 
self-determination for 
key affected populations, 
the right to equal access 
to health care and life-
saving prevention and 
treatment programs, and 
the right to interventions 
based on evidence, rather than ideology, were 
all incorporated in the discussions.

Dr. Ken Mayer, medical research direc-
tor and co-chair of The Fenway Institute in 
Boston, was among the leading health-care 
officials who attended the conference, which 
concluded on July �3.

“The Vienna AIDS Conference will be re-
membered as a major milestone in HIV Pre-
vention, the first time that antiretroviral-con-
taining gel was shown to protect some high 
risk people from becoming infected, and the 
first demonstration of the biological and be-
havioral safety of oral antiretroviral medica-
tion for HIV prevention for men who have 

sex with men,” Mayer 
said. “There are still 
many steps to go before 
oral or topical pre-expo-
sure prophylaxis can be 
routinely recommended 
for HIV prevention, but 
the Vienna meeting was 
pivotal in moving this 
agenda forward. It was 
been particularly gratify-
ing that The Fenway In-
stitute has been actively 
engaged in many aspects 
of this work designed to 
protect the community 
from infection.”

Positive results were 
announced from the 
CAPRISA 00� Phase 
IIb microbicide trial of 
1 percent tenofovir gel, 

which was tested in 889 South African women. 
Overall, there were 39 percent fewer infections 
among women who received 1 percent tenfo-
vir gel compared to women who received the 
placebo gel. This study was sponsored by the 
United States Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID), Family Health International 
and the South African Department of Science 

and Technology.
The approach of taking a daily antiretroviral 

drug to try to prevent HIV infection is known 
as preexposure prophylaxis, or PrEP, and stud-
ies around the world are currently underway to 
determine if it is effective at reducing HIV in-
fection among individuals at high risk, includ-
ing MSM. While the results of those studies 
will be needed to determine if PrEP can pre-
vent HIV, this safety study lends additional as-
surance that the strategy may be well-tolerated 
among MSM, should it prove effective.

The Phase II safety study was conducted 
by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in collaboration with the San Fran-

cisco Department of Public Health, the AIDS 
Research Consortium of Atlanta, and Fenway 
Community Health in Boston. 

More than �.7 million people continue to be-
come infected with HIV across the globe each 
year, including more than 56,000 Americans.

In the U.S., gay and bisexual men are the 
risk group most severely impacted; they are 
the only risk group in which new infections are 
rising, and account for over half of new HIV 
infections each year. 

For more information about Fenway 
Health’s programs and services, visit their 
web site at www.fenwayhealth.org.

fenway health represented at 2010 international aids conference

“ the vienna AidS 
conference will be 
remembered as a 
major milestone in 
hiv prevention, the first 
time that antiretroviral-
containing gel was 
shown to protect some 
high risk people from 
becoming infected,  ...”
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WASHINGTON, DC—The Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC), the nation’s largest lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender civil 
rights organization, and Servicemem-
bers Legal Defense Network (SLDN), 
a national, legal services and policy or-
ganization dedicated to ending “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT), jointly an-
nounced last week a new grassroots 
campaign to increase support and to 
press for passage of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” re-
peal in the U.S. Senate as well as passage of the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) 
in the U.S. House.  This nationwide campaign 
will mobilize grassroots supporters of equality 
across the country through in-district meetings 
as well as a call-in and email campaign.

“We need supporters to contact their senators 
and tell them to repeal ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ 
and follow the lead of Chairman Carl Levin who 
will be managing the defense bill on the floor,” 
said Aubrey Sarvis, Army veteran and execu-
tive director for Servicemembers Legal Defense 
Network. “It is critical that we beat back any 
filibuster threat, defeat attempts to strike repeal, 
and defeat any crippling amendments.  Senators 
need to hear from us now, especially in the 10 
key states where our combined SLDN and HRC 
field teams are working now.”

“As we approach the waning days of this Con-
gressional session, we must continue to demand 
immediate action on critical legislation,” said 
HRC President Joe Solmonese. “LGBT voters 
and our allies will be keenly aware of Congres-
sional action or inaction as the November elec-
tions approach.”

HRC and SLDN’s efforts will be specifically 

focused on 10 states with key lawmakers whose 
votes on DADT repeal are critical: Arkansas, 

Indiana, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, North Dakota, Ohio, 
South Dakota, and Virginia.  HRC will 
also engage the LGBT community and 
our allies in those states on ENDA in 
addition to on-the-ground work for 
ENDA in North Carolina, Pennsylvania 
and Texas.  Supporters of equality are 

encouraged to meet with Representatives and 
Senators while they are in their districts and 
states for the August Congressional recess. 

To participate, individuals can sign up at 
http://countdown�010.hrc.org/.  There, they’ll 
find videos on in-district meetings and informa-
tion on how to schedule a meeting and report 
back on how it went.

“LGBT people and our allies can make a real 
difference by making their voices heard face-
to-face and in the districts where they live,” 
added Solmonese. “Many of us are frustrated 
with the pace of progress and this is a way to 
get involved to make change happen.”

The Human Rights Campaign is America’s 
largest civil rights organization working to 
achieve lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
equality. By inspiring and engaging all Ameri-
cans, HRC strives to end discrimination against 
LGBT citizens and realize a nation that achieves 
fundamental fairness and equality for all.

Servicemembers Legal Defense Network 
(www.sldn.org) is a national, non-profit legal 
services and policy organization dedicated to 
ending “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” A journalists’ 
guide is available at their website.

SLDN, HRC Launch “Countdown 2010” 
grassroots campaign targeting ten states

Boycott from page 2
the use of the term ‘illegals’ as a noun,” she 
said. “This is strictly pejorative, not to men-
tion grammatically incorrect.” 

We must understand the correct words to 
use to refer to people who enter this country 
illegally—like the majority of the Caucasian 
people’s ancestors did—to find a better life 
for them and their families; to have a slice of 
the American dream! Let’s not forget either 
that American companies are and have been 
wooing the undocumented immigrants for 
cheap labor. To those who fear that our jobs 
are being taken, well that is just not true. 
They are taking jobs that Americans (like 
me and you), would not take. Why? Because 
we would not work for meager pay, and no 
benefits while enduring sub-human working 
conditions. How do I know this? I witnessed 
it. When I lived in Alabama, I was close to 
the undocumented population there because 
of the newspaper I owned, “El Reportero” 
(The Reporter). Through it, I met thousands 
of undocumented immigrants who picked 
up the newspaper to learn English, to un-
derstand about the culture of the new place 
they have moved into, and to seek assistance 
(not monetary, but merely to find jobs and 
take their children to classes, since they did 
not understand the language either). It was 
through those first-hand interactions that I 
saw the mistreatment at the chicken plants 
in the South (in Albertville, AL); that I wit-
nessed the working and living conditions 
that these human beings lived under, with-
out complaining. If they complained, some-
one would get them out of there. El Report-
ero reported on some of the atrocities that 
the undocumented immigrants went through 
because they had “no rights.” Even the local 
police bribed them, and that was reported 
too. Who, then I ask you, is acting illegally? 
Their crime: to want to have a better life, to 
have something to eat, and to have a decent 
livelihood in a place that is portrayed—any-
where in Latin America—as the Land of the 
Dreams and of the Free, even if that only 
means a few and selected ones.

I hope that we continue to advocate for 
people’s rights and not just geography. If 
that were the case, no one would have a 
right to live here, but the Native Americans. 
The invasion of their land, in itself, is an-
other atrocity.

*Gricel M. Ocasio is the co-founder, co-
owner and Publisher of The Rainbow Times. 
She is a graduate of Temple University and 
has been in the journalism and publishing 
field for almost 20 years. You can reach her 
at: publisher@therainbowtimesnews.com.

Goodridge from page 2
would not satisfy the requirements of the 
ruling. Still, that didn’t stop Finneran, 
Romney and Travaglini from trying to stop 
the marriages from taking place. 

So today, less than a decade from its issu-
ance, it really is hard to remember just how 
enormously brave the decision was. It un-
leashed a firestorm of anti-gay politicking 
across the country — and in our own back-
yards. But Marshall surely understood what 
she was doing and what would follow. Was 
it mere coincidence that the ruling’s time-
line for implementation ensured that the 
first marriages of same-sex couples would 
occur on May 17, �00� — which was the 
50th anniversary of the Brown v. Board of 
Education ruling? Probably not. 

It will be years, perhaps decades, before 
everyone in the country enjoys the same 
rights and privileges to marriage that we in 
Massachusetts have. But it’s going to hap-
pen. And we can thank Margaret Marshall 
for that. 

State Representative Robert Nyman 
drowned June �6. The 11-year veteran of 
the House made his mark with constituent 
services and fierce advocacy for his Ha-
nover district. But one of the biggest votes 
of his career was surely his June 1�, �007 
vote against a measure that would have 
put the right to marry on a statewide ballot 
question during the November, �008 elec-
tions. The measure needed just 50 votes to 
pass, but only garnered �5. In every previ-
ous vote on the issue, Nyman had voted 
against marriage equality. But when the 
last opportunity to defeat the bill was be-
fore him, Nyman made history and voted 
for equality. The father of two should be 
remembered for many things — that vote 
is one of them.

Think again if you believe the battle for 
marriage equality is over. Even here in 
Massachusetts. Anything is possible and 
the crop of candidates elected to the state 
legislature this fall will determine the future 
of marriage in Massachusetts. If the profes-
sional anti-gays have their way, another at-
tempt will be made to put a marriage ques-
tion on a statewide ballot. If they succeed, 
the first vote on the matter would be taken 
by those running for office today. So make 
sure you know where your candidate stands 
on marriage equality.

*Susan Ryan-Vollmar is a media rela-
tions and communications consultant. She 
lives in Arlington with her family.



www.therainbowtimesnews.com • The Rainbow Times • August 5, �010 - August 18, �010 • 7

SB1070 from page 2
on the Color Lines website, www.colorlines.
com. It was only a few weeks ago that the 
Massachusetts budget committee through out 
our own racist anti-immigrant amendments, 
the targeting of immigrant communities is 
continuing. However, just as the targeting and 
violence continues so does the resistance! 

Why us? Why The Rainbow Times? Why 
should we care? Certainly we should care 
because our favorite pop artist, Lady Gaga, 
thinks she can maintain our fan base even as 
she ignores the calls to boycott Arizona and 
has a show on the 31st. I wish I could hon-
estly say I won’t listen to her music if she 
plays in Arizona, but sadly I am just not that 
evolved as a person. Rather, I will just have 
to skip out on buying any albums or concert 
tickets. Certainly we should care because, as 
I’ve said before, there are Queer and Trans 
immigrants! Thus racist immigration policies 
hurt us. Furthermore, as queer people we are 

greatly familiar with tearing down the bor-
ders of expectation and cultural norms. The 
nation state borders that lock “others” out of 
the United States are arbitrary borders created 
through cultural genocide and manifest des-
tiny, ideologies that rely on a Christian he-
gemony that denigrates and denies our queer 
identities. We cannot allow our politics to be 
guided by fear. We must allow ourselves to 
connect with the feelings of abundance. We 
do not need to live in a scarcity model of 
existence; there is a bounty of blessing and 
justice for all of us to connect to. When we 
realize our liberation is deeply tied to that of 
everyone else then we will all be wiser and 
the interwoven fabric of our movements will 
be too strong to tear! As we wrap up our sum-
mer, queers in New England must tell Rhode 
Island that they MUST not mimic Arizona 
or we will mimic the resistance and shut the 
state down!

BOSTON, MA—MassEquality is 
sponsoring Taste of Provincetown 
Aug. �8 from 6-9 p.m. at the Provinc-
etown Art Association and Museum. 

Attendees will enjoy bite-sized cu-
linary creations from more than 10 of 
Provincetown’s most popular restau-
rants, expertly paired with wine. 

 “The Taste of Provincetown will 
feature fine food, fine wine, fine art, 
and excellent company,” said MassE-
quality Interim Executive Director 
Paula Her-
r i n g t o n . 
“Even better, 
though, is 
that this night 

out will support MassEquality’s work on behalf 
of LGBT people throughout New England.”

Featured restaurants include Victor’s, Patio 
American Grill and Cocktail Bar, Ross’s Grill, 
Crown & Anchor, Karoo Kafe, Jimmy’s Hide-
away, Bayside Betsy’s, Relish, Far Land, and 
Ptown Parties. 

“This is a chance to sample the best of what 
Provincetown has to offer in one evening,” 
said Rick Murray, general manager and owner 
of the Crown & Anchor. “It’s going to bring 
together Provincetown chefs and artists in sup-
port of the vital work MassEquality performs 
for the LGBT community. Crown & Anchor is 
honored to be participating.”

Hosted by co-chairs Lisa J. Drapkin and 
Joe DeMartino and honorary co-chairs, state 
Rep. Sarah H. Peake and state Sen. Robert A. 
O’Leary Jr., the evening will also feature the 
awarding of The Eric Rofes Memorial Award 
to Marine Staff Sgt. Eric Alva. 

Alva was the first American wounded in the 
war in Iraq when he stepped on a land mine 
and lost his right leg. He is a spokesman for the 
Human Rights Campaign’s efforts to repeal the 
military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. The 
Eric Rofes Memorial Award is presented an-

nually by MassEqual-
ity to individuals who 
have demonstrated 
courage through their 
work in progressive 

social and political justice issues. Last year’s 
recipient was Urvashi Vaid, president of the 
Arcus Foundation.

Admission is $100 and includes unlimited 
sampling from Provincetown’s most popu-
lar restaurants plus complimentary wine and 
live entertainment. Tickets can be purchased 
at www.massequality.org/ptown or by calling  
(617) 878-�30�. 

MassEquality works to achieve full equality 
for the LGBT Community. We’re protecting 
marriage equality and promoting a full Equal-
ity Agenda in Massachusetts and supporting 
other states in winning marriage equality.
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massequality launches taste of Provincetown 
fundraiser, honors injured iraq War veteran

PROVINCETOWN, MA—Margaret Cho and 
Bruce Vilanch have been selected as the Grand 
Marshalls for Carnival �010 in Ptown. They 
will also perform during the celebrations.

Cho returns to Provincetown with new mate-
rial from her newest stand up tour, “Cho De-
pendent.” Her new tour will feature brand new 
stand-up and a few live performances of songs 
on her forthcoming comedy music album of 
the same name. 

Cho will be performing at the Madeira Room 
Vixen August 15 - �� (no show August 19th) 

at 9 p.m. Tickets are $�0.
Bruce Vilanch will be performing at the 

Madeira Room/Vixen on August �1 and �� 
@ 7:30 p.m. This overgrown Muppet takes 
you on a trip behind the scenes at every major 
show business event you’ve ever watched on 
television, as well as into the distressed minds 
of the participants (your favorite stars). 

Tickets are $25. Tickets for both performers 
can be purchased at the Madeira Room /Vixen 
box office or by calling 508-487-6424.

Margaret Cho and Bruce Vilanch to preside as
Grand Marshalls at Provincetown’s Carnival 2010

therainbowtimesnews.com
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creep of the Week: national organization for marriage 
By: d’anne Witkowski*/TRT Special

You know, nothing says summer lovin’ 
like jumping in a van and going on a 
whirlwind national tour to “defend 

marriage” from depraved homosexuals. And 
if anyone knows how to have a good time it’s 
the National Organization for Marriage, whose 
cronies are making damn sure that they have 
plenty to write about in their “What I Did On 
My Summer Vacation” 
essays.

The only trouble is it 
looks like their rallies 
aren’t exactly attract-
ing a lot of anti-gay 
fans. From the re-
ports I’ve been read-
ing, they’re bringing 
in just as many - and 
sometimes more - mar-
riage equality folks as 
NOMers.

But you don’t have 
to take my word for 
it. Just visit NOM’s 
YouTube channel and 
watch their less-than-
inspiring tour videos.

Take their video of the Lima, Ohio, stop, 
which features a smattering of white folks in 
what looks like a Wal-Mart parking lot. The 
video mostly shows the backs of heads of 
people standing, or, in equal numbers, sitting 
in lawn chairs, as a NOM speaker stands at 
a podium urging them to keep marriage safe 
from the queers. It’s a pretty common camera 
shot throughout NOM’s tour videos. After all, 
it creates the illusion that the cameraperson 
is standing only a few rows back in a crowd 

that goes on and on behind them. In reality, it 
appears that these first few rows are the only 
rows.

You’d think that if NOM had swarms of het-
erosexual marriage defenders at these rallies 
- a sea-to-shining-sea, if you will, of men and 
women joined penis to vagina like God intend-
ed - they’d put that in their tour videos instead 
of a shot of their marriage RV dissolving into 

a shot of a dumpy mid-
dle aged woman lean-
ing over a folding table 
to sign some kind of 
penis+vagina=forever 
pledge.

The only crowd 
shots in the videos are 
of NOM’s opposition, 
which often seem to 
outnumber NOMers 
themselves. In the Co-
lumbus video, a good 
deal of time is spent 
on shots of homos be-
having badly. Mostly 
guys flipping off the 
camera surrounded by 
rainbow flags. Because 

you know how homos are: so disrespectful of 
folks rolling into town in order to take away 
their rights and paint them as less than human.

Perhaps it’s because of the piss-poor turn-
out thus far that NOM is trying to capitalize 
on their footage of protesters in order to make 
homos look like the bad guys. In one video a 
voiceover claims that the gays came “armed” 
with rainbow balloons and umbrellas. The gay

See NOM on page 11

Kerry continues push to end ban that 
prevents gay men from donating blood
WASHINGTON, DC—Last week, Senator 
John Kerry (D-Mass.) renewed his call for the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to re-
vise the current lifetime ban that prevents gay 
men from donating blood.

The FDA’s Blood Products Advisory Com-
mittee held a hearing today to review recent 
recommendations by the 
Health and Human Services 
Advisory Committee on 
Blood Safety and Availabil-
ity.  In testimony submitted 
for the hearing, Kerry argued 
that it was possible to main-
tain the safety of the nation’s 
blood supply without need-
lessly discriminating against 
gay donors.

“It’s past time that we ex-
amine scientifically and med-
ically sound alternatives to the blanket ban on 
gay men giving blood,” Sen. Kerry said. “The 
science regarding HIV/AIDS contraction has 
advanced dramatically in the last three de-
cades, and our understanding of what consti-
tutes high risk behavior has grown far beyond 
the ignorant idea that sexual orientation is an 
indicator in itself.  I trust that, as we move 
forward in this process, we will be guided by 
science rather than the past in determining the 
best screening policies to help make our blood 
supply even safer for all who depend on it. I 
am dedicated to working with Secretary Ham-
burg, Secretary Sebelius, and other concerned 
Members of Congress to expeditiously move 
us down that path.”

The current FDA policy forbids men from 

donating life-saving blood if they have engaged 
in even a single sexual act with another man 
since 1977.  The same policy allows hetero-
sexual men and women who have had sexual 
contact with an HIV-positive partner to give 
blood after only a one-year waiting period.

Among the many organizations calling for a 
revision of the discriminatory 
FDA policy are the American 
Red Cross, America’s Blood 
Centers, and AABB (for-
merly the American Associa-
tion of Blood Banks).  These 
organizations have stated that 
the exclusion of homosexuals 
from the national community 
of blood donors is “medically 
and scientifically unwarrant-
ed.” The American Medical 
Association has also called 

for the policy to be modified.
Senator Kerry has been a longtime advo-

cate for updating this discriminatory policy. 
Last March he wrote two separate letters to 
the FDA urging them to abolish the policy, 
and also published an op-ed on the ban in 
Bay Windows, New England’s largest GLBT 
newspaper.

Last June Senator Kerry joined with Con-
gressman Mike Quigley (D-Ill.) in spearhead-
ing a bi-cameral letter to HHS encouraging 
the revision of the blood donor policy.  The 
letter was co-signed by nine senators and 3� 
representatives. He also submitted testimony 
to the HHS Advisory Committee on Blood 
Safety and Availability urging the lifetime 
ban’s repeal.

“ ... our understanding 
of what constitutes 
high risk behavior 
has grown far beyond 
the ignorant idea that 
sexual orientation is 
an indicator in itself. 

perhaps it’s because of 
the piss-poor turnout 
thus far that nom is 
trying to capitalize 
on their footage of 
protesters in order to 
make homos look like 
the bad guys.
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Angelina Jolie Mans Up: Salt actress talks about her sex change, 
kicking butt in her new spy thriller and husband Brad’s new man

By: chris azzopardi
Angelina Jolie’s just one of the 

boys. Not only by being a butt-kick-
ing bombshell in Wanted or the Tomb 
Raider series, but truly transforming 
into a man for her role in Salt, an is-
she-isn’t-she? espionage action-thrill-
er that casts one of the most famous 
and bankable bisexuals as a tenacious 
CIA agent who’s framed as a sleeper 
spy. 

Jolie’s character is Evelyn Salt, 
who freaks and hides when a walk-
in outs her – resulting in a sweaty-
palms-producing popcorn flick that 
finds the 35-year-old doing daredevil 
stunts: balancing on skyscrapers, 

hop-scotching across trucks and fighting off 
men almost twice her size. 

The actress is toothpick tiny – and also, on 
this particular day at a Ritz-Carlton suite in 
W a s h i n g t o n , 
D.C., just before 
the film’s July 
�3 release, she’s 
all woman. With 
a black knee-
length skirt, 
flowing locks 
and those fa-
mous pursed lips 
that exaggerate 
her cheek bones, 
she’s a picture-
perfect beauty 
who seemingly 
walked out from 
one of the count-
less magazine 
covers she’s 
graced. 

And yet, here 
Jolie is, speaking 
about women in 
action films, tips 
her drag-doing 
Salt co-stars 
gave her on being a gender-bending badass, 
and Brad Pitt’s reaction to her doing dude. 

Chris Azzopardi: Salt is based in reality, but 
there are all these crazy action scenes. Where’s 
the limit in those scenes so people still believe 
the story? 
Angelina Jolie: Everything had to be some-
how possible. Even if it was stretched, even if 
the trucks on the freeway were wild, it’s still 

not impossible. Crazy – but not impossible 
(laughs). It’s the opposite of actually every 
action movie I’ve ever done, because there’s 
never really been a female action movie based 
in reality. They’re always fantasy. I’ve done 
most of ’em (laughs).
CA: The character was originally written 
for a man, so what else changed about this 
character?
AJ: Well, I’m not Edwin (laughs). We said, 
“We can’t start to turn this into a girl movie 
because that’s where people have failed in the 
past.” When they write something on purpose 
for a woman, it’s always about being a woman. 
So, we said, “We have to make her darker, and 
we have to make her meaner than the boys.”
CA: So you’re not Edwin, but for a few min-
utes, you are a man.
AJ: I am! I couldn’t help myself! 
CA: What was it like to cross-dress?
AJ: Oh, it was great! You realize every lead 

in this movie 
(including Liev 
Schreiber in 
Taking Wood-
stock and Chi-
wetel Ejiofor 
in Kinky Boots) 
has cross-
dressed? It’s 
just the greatest 
thing. I’m sur-
prised that pic-
ture hasn’t got 
out: the three of 
us next to each 
other, in our 
matching drag 
photos. They 
were very sup-
portive (laughs). 
CA: Did Liev 
or Chiwetel give 
you tips?
AJ: They gave 
me tips, yeah. 
They just basi-
cally said, “Go 

fully into it and enjoy it.” That’s what they 
did. I loved it. We called him Johnny for some 
reason. It was really weird. 
Phillip (Noyce, the director) could hardly talk 
to me. Nobody could talk to me. It wasn’t as 
much what he looked like; it was when I spoke, 
when it was my voice coming out of him. 
Brad came to visit me once and I said, “You 
don’t want to come; I’m going to be the man.” 
And he said, “It won’t bother me. It’s you. 

Whatever.” Then he came, and 
I was changing, so I was half-
woman, half-man. (He was) so 
creeped out by that! (Laughs)
CA: Did you have an influence 
on desexualizing Salt? 
AJ: It was extremely important 
to me (to desexualize her), be-
cause I just felt that she was bet-
ter than that. Not that it wouldn’t 
have been fun to do if it was ap-
propriate in a scene, but it just 
felt like if we can find a way to 
not need that, let’s not. 
CA: Your character builds 
bombs and rewires systems –
AJ: My MacGyver scene!
CA: Did you pick up any skills while you were 
doing this movie?
AJ: We actually took one or two elements out 
of the bomb-building (scene) so it couldn’t be 
re-created, but yeah (laughs), 
with a few extra elements, that’s 
one. 
You learn the oddest things 
when you’re an actor. You come 
home and your kids say, “What 
did you do?” “I built a bomb.”
CA: You’re rather fearless, but 
did anything about doing your 
own stunts scare you?
AJ: Only the last kill. I was 
worried I was going to snap my 
arm. All the people playing the 
extras in the entire room didn’t 
know what was going to happen 

because they (the crew) said to 
me, “You can’t rehearse it, re-
ally. You just gotta go.” So – we 
just did it. They (extras) were so 
shocked that they really reacted, 
and then everybody started ap-
plauding (laughs). It was like 
doing a stage play.
CA: Because Salt is so strong 
and smart and badass, what do 
you think the role says about 
women? 
AJ: I’ve never underestimated 
women, so I’m not surprised 
to start seeing women do these 
things. That’s why we didn’t 
actually approach it as, Salt’s 

a woman; we just approached it as, Salt’s a 
badass and happens to be a woman and this

See Salt on page 10

liev schreiber, chiwetel ejiofor and angelina Jolie in Salt.
Photos: sony Pictures
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Jolie at a Salt photo call
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WASHINGTON, DC—The White House 
Middle Class Task Force and Council on 
Women and Girls unveiled last week recom-
mendations from the Equal Pay Enforcement 
Task Force aimed at ending pay inequity and 
discrimination. 

The recommendations are related to the 
�009 passage of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay 
Act, which helps women who face wage dis-
crimination recover their lost wages. National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force Executive Direc-
tor Rea Carey joined leaders of women’s and 
labor groups for the release of the recommen-
dations, which include 
ways to better inform 
employees about their 
rights and improve 
coordination among 
enforcement agencies. 
Advocates and of-
ficials also urged the 
Senate to pass the Pay-
check Fairness Act, 
which will help ensure 
people who do equal 
work receive equal 
pay.

Among the speakers 
were Vice President 
Joe Biden, Lilly Ledbetter and Secretary Hilda 
Solis, who specifically noted that the Depart-
ment of Labor has now clarified the Family 
Medical Leave Act (FMLA) so that, “anyone 
who parents a child has the right to FMLA-
protected leave — whether that is an LGBT 
family or an extended family — a ‘tia’ or aunt’ 

who steps in to care for a child because a par-
ent is on military leave...and, yes, a daughter 
of a same-sex partnership may take leave to 
care for her non-adoptive 
or non-biological parent.”

Statement by Rea Carey, 
Executive Director, Na-
tional Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force

“A year ago, we celebrated the passage of the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which is helping 
women who face wage discrimination recover 
their lost wages. That fair-minded and impor-

tant law is working 
to extinguish a deep 
injustice that has un-
fairly and unnecessar-
ily placed female em-
ployees — including 
lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender women — 
and their families in a 
highly vulnerable and 
untenable position. 
Still, much remains to 
be done to ensure fair-
ness in the workplace. 
Today’s recommenda-
tions, which include a 

call for passage of the Paycheck Fairness Act, 
move women farther down the path toward 
equality.

“This can’t happen soon enough. In the 
United States, women comprise half of the 
workforce, and many families rely on those 
incomes to survive. Despite this, women still 

only make 77 cents for every dollar that men 
earn. For working women of color, the gap is 
even wider. To see this disparity continuing 

in �010 is shameful. This 
must end; the recommen-
dations, when implement-
ed, will help get us there. 
Compounding the issue of 
unequal pay and discrimi-

nation in the workplace for many lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender people is having a 
job at all, which is why it is critical we pass the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act to stamp 
out workplace discrimination against LGBT 
people. Our call to Congress: Pass ENDA 
now. All of society benefits when all of its peo-
ple are free to fully contribute their talents, and 
are treated and compensated fairly. It’s good 
for individuals, good for families, good for the 
economy and good for the country. We thank 
Secretary Solis for including LGBT families 
in the Department of Labor’s vision for work-
place fairness and in her remarks today.”

To learn more about the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force, follow them on Twitter: 
@TheTaskForce.

congress must move to pass the Paycheck fairness act 
as well as pending employment non-discrimination act

“ this can’t happen soon enough. 
in the united States, women 
comprise half of the workforce, 
and many families rely on those 
incomes to survive. despite this, 
women still only make 77 cents 
for every dollar that men earn.  
For working women of color, the 
gap is even wider.

Salt from page 9
should be no real huge surprise for 
anybody. 
CA: Shooting in New York or Washington, 
D.C., are there smells or views that help you 
create the character?
AJ: Yeah, absolutely. These places are so 
specific, and Washington is a place where 
you can feel the power of things that get 
done – or the frustration of things that don’t 
get done (laughs). But when you’re running 
through the park and you have all the monu-
ments around you, it’s impossible not to feel 
what that means to a movie, especially if the 
movie is about the CIA. 
CA: From a character perspective, where 
would you like to see Salt go next if there 
is a sequel?
AJ: It depends how (this one) goes. If it 
does (well), then we’re all going to jump 
in and try to figure that out. We’ve been 
joking: “Could there be a disaster in every 
resort across the Americas, across Europe, 
and the world? You know, can we go to Fiji 
for no reason?”

Letters from page 2
Dear Editor,
Outstanding report by Ms. Susan Ryan-

Vollmar on the Trans Bill passage. Her ar-
ticle highlights the crisis within the Trans 
community and I hope that someone listens 
and follows up on what she reported. Thank 
you Rainbow Times’ owners and employ-
ees. Your newspaper is amazing!

—Vanessa H., Cambridge, MA

Queer carnevale guide 2010
mardi gras in new england!
Fmi: www.therainbowtimesnews.com 

or 413-282-8881/617-444-9618
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By: Joe siegel/TRT Reporter
Sobering statistics about hate crimes were 

released recently by the National Coalition of 
Anti-Violence Programs (NCAVP), a coalition 
of �0 anti-violence organizations that monitor, 
respond to, and work to end hate, domestic 
and sexual violence, HIV-related violence, 
and other forms of violence affecting LGBTQ 
communities.

According to the report, anti-LGBTQ hate 
violence continues to be a widespread social 
problem at the same time as vital resources and 
support for hate violence survivors are being 
decimated due to budget reductions. 

This year, �� victims of hate murder were 
reported by the coalition, the second-highest 
rate in a decade, reflecting a pattern of se-
vere and persistent violence against LGBTQ 
communities. 

“This reflects an unchecked and ongoing pat-
tern of severe and persistent violence against 
LGBTQ communities,” said Crystal Mid-
dlestadt, the director of training and education 
for the Colorado Anti-Violence Program.

Even more disturbing was the fact that 
NCAVP saw the highest spike in reported inci-

dents of violence in October �009, coinciding 
with the passage of the Matthew Shepard and 
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act. 

“This legislation marked the first time that 
sexual orientation and gender identity were 
recognized as protected categories under fed-
eral law,” Middlestadt noted.

Of the �� reported hate murder victims in 
�009, 79 percent were people of color, and 
most were transgender.

“These facts are deeply disturbing as these 
are the same people who are more likely to 
face discrimination, criminalization or further 
violence when interacting with criminal legal 
and social service systems. What we see is that 
they are less likely to seek and access support 
from these institutions,” said María Carolina 
Morales, intervention director of Commu-
nity United Against Violence (CUAV) in San 
Francisco. 

Lisa Gilmore, director of the Education 
and Victim Advocacy at Center on Halsted in 
Chicago, reported that her organization was 
adversely impacted due to the loss of state 
funding.

“During the past year, NCAVP member or-
ganizations lost crucial staff and programming 

in the wake of the fiscal crisis. In a survey of 
members participating in this report, 50percent 
of respondents laid off staff (at an average de-
crease of 56percent of all positions), 70percent 
reported budget decreases, and others could 
not expand positions, staff hours or program-
ming, despite a demonstrated need for such 
growth.  We believe that this drastically lim-
ited the ability of LGBTQ people to report vio-
lence and access vital support and services in 
�009,” said Gilmore, adding: “While the total 
number of reported incidents of hate violence 
declined slightly in �009, we believe this rep-
resents a decrease in reporting, not in actual 
violence.” .

NCAVP’s report strongly recommends that 
the federal and state governments and criminal 
legal systems support anti-violence programs 
by ceasing cutbacks, releasing allocated fund-
ing and increasing funding for prevention, 
education, and data collection. Most critically, 
NCAVP calls upon these institutions to end 
discriminatory practices that further promote 
anti-LGBTQ hate violence. 

To download a complete version of the re-
port, visit: http://www.avp.org/ncavp.htm.

NCAVP Report: LGBTQ hate violence 
continues to be a widespread problem

NOM from page 8
weapons of choice. The voiceover also says 
that gay protesters “followed a Hispanic 
woman to the back of the rally bullying her 
as she tried to nurse her baby and watch 
the rally with her children.” Yikes! Sounds 
pretty terrible. Until you learn that they 
“bullied” this woman by simply standing at 
the perimeter of the rally with their rainbow 
umbrellas, which blocked her view. It must 
have been terrifying.

The video also accuses Rhode Island pro-
testers of “targeting young children with 
intimidation” and then cuts to a shot of a 
protester yelling to someone off camera at-
tending the rally, “You’d better watch that 
kid or we’re gonna kidnap him.” Tactless? 
Yes. But what it really amounts to is gal-
lows humor. After all, the folks at the NOM 
rallies do espouse the belief that gays can’t 
be trusted with kids because all gays are 
child molesters.

Then there was the Indianapolis rally 
where, according to the Bilerico Project, 
only �0 folks attended the rally while �50 
protesters showed up. No wonder NOM 
felt intimidated. No worries, though. One 
NOMer had the perfect solution to gay mar-
riage rendered on a placard he held: Le-
viticus �0:13 paired with a drawing of twin 
nooses.

Something tells me he isn’t going to make 
it into NOM’s official tour video.

*D’Anne Witkowski has been gay for pay 
since 2003. She’s a freelance writer and 
poet (believe it!). When she’s not taking on 
the creeps of the world she reviews rock ‘n’ 
roll shows in Detroit with her twin sister.

the rainbow times presents the Queer carnevale guide 2010 - mardi gras in new england!
Ad deAdline: August 11, 2010 • ReseRve youR spAce todAy!
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I have found my light and I must make it shine!
By: deja nicole greenlaw*/ TRT Columnist

On Sept. 11, �001 Osama 
bin Laden and his follow-
ers shocked the world when 

they took down the Twin Towers and 
crashed into the Pentagon. The United 
States of America was being attacked 
and clearly no place in the world was 
safe anymore. Everywhere on earth 
was suddenly now vulnerable and you 
would never know when someone 
would take your life in the name of 
their personal beliefs. Remember how 
very scary it was immediately after 
the attacks? 

That made me think very deeply 
about my inner struggle with who I 
really am. All of my life I knew that I 
wanted to dress in female clothes and 
that I dreamed of living as female but 
I was so scared and confused. Yes, 
something was up and it was clear to 
me that I was not your typical male. 
I knew that I had to deal with my in-
ner struggle some day but things kept 
popping up and I would “back burner” 
my struggle. “Some day” I would deal 
with my female side “but not right 
now.” was my way of dealing with 
it. But now, after the Osama attacks I 

realized that I might never get to explore who 
I am. I might end up being one of those poor 
souls who dies by a religious zealot’s actions. If 
that happens then I would never get a chance to 
explore and work on this inner struggle. I knew 

that I had to move on 
this and fast.

So I began my foray 
into the transgender 
community learning 
as much as I could 
and constantly evalu-
ating what it is that I 
had to do to deal with 
this “unusual” inner 
struggle of mine. I 
knew that it was not 
acceptable for a man 
to express a feminine 

side. Men that did so were either laughed at or 
thought of in disgust. Society taught that a man 
should be a man and for him to be a woman 
was very clearly not acceptable. This was not 
so in the transgender community. I learned that 
there are souls who love to express their femi-
nine side and need to do so every now and then 
just to have some peace in their lives. 

With this support of like-minded people I 
began seeing who I truly am and began the pro-
cess of accepting who I truly am. I went very 
slowly and took things one step at a time.

I started going out in public dressed in wom-
en’s clothes and getting my feet wet in this new 
and exciting life. I met gays and lesbians and 
other transpeople and I began feeling better and 
better about myself. In the straight world it was 
tough to even speak about expressing female 
but in the LGBT world it was OK. I relished the 
gay dance clubs, the theatres, the art museums 
and the LGBT community activities because I 

could be myself in these safe spaces. I began 
accepting myself a little at a time. I accepted 
that I was different. I accepted that I needed to 
express female. I accepted that I needed to be-
gin feminizing my body through hormones and 
electrolysis.

I accepted the effects that my feminizing ef-
forts gave me. I accepted my new breasts and 
my feminized face and body. I accepted my fe-
male spirit and I accepted that I live full time 
as female. I finally dealt with my inner struggle 
and I accepted who I was! It felt so good to not 
have this inner turmoil anymore. It had been 
replaced by a wonderful peace from within.

I have been living as a woman for almost 
three years now. I feel good about who I am and 
everyday I wake up and go out into the world 
as me. Many people are happy for me and they 
share my inner joy and peace. Some people do 
not. The ones that do not are the people who I 
have the most history with, such as my family 
and my friends. My transition has been tough 
on them and many of them are having a hard 
time dealing with it.

In the past four weeks I have attended two 
family functions with two different groups of 
family. I have learned that many of my family 
truly loved the “old me” and they truly miss the 
“old me.” They are nice to me as I am now but 
I realize that my new self is now a very distant 
second to my old self in the eyes of some of 
my family members. They would love for me 
to revert back to my old self. This would please 
them but this would undo all the hard work that 
I did to get where I am now in terms of my per-

sonal peace. This reversion would not be good 
for me. As a matter of fact, it would be very, 
very rough on me.

Realistically, I don’t think that I could ever 
do it. That would bring back that awful inner 
turmoil and it would be too hard to take espe-
cially since I have now found peace. 

It is so ironic that the culmination of all my 
personal spiritual work and development that I 
did which finally brought me peace from within 
is not really recognized nor accepted by some 
of those who were once very close to me. It is 
like the best thing that ever happened to me is 
one of the worst things that ever happened to 
them. That’s just the way it is right now and it 
may stay like this forever.

So what shall I do? I realize that I could never 
“go back” and live in inner turmoil again. If I 
were forced to do so it would surely be the end 
of me. There is only one thing that I can do. 

I have to keep moving forward. I have to keep 
being myself. It has taken me a long while to 
get where I am and I now have to keep living as 
me and growing as me spiritually. I have found 
my light and I must let it shine freely. I must 
continue to grow and live my life and hopefully 
I may help pave the way to make it easier for 
others like myself to be who they are and to 
grow and for them to find their own peace and 
their own light within themselves. 

*Deja Nicole Greenlaw is a local transwom-
an who has 3 grown children and works at a 
local Fortune 500 company. She can be con-
tacted at dejavudeja@sbcglobal.net.

ask a transwoman: leaving away the White male Privilege: how it was and how it is!
By: lorelei erisis*/TRT Columnist 

Dear Lorelei,
What has been the biggest change you have 

observed in the way society treats you since 
your transition? Vague question, I know, but 
it’s something I’ve always been interested in 
as a genderqueer identified individual.

—M. Mae

Hello, hello friends and Dear Readers! It’s 
that time again and this one is actually a ques-
tion that was asked of me 
for the live performance/
workshop version of my 
column that I’ve begun 
bringing around to various 
groups and conferences. 

It’s a topic I’ve certainly 
touched on before in other 
columns, and having just 
returned from the abso-
lutely inspirational Trans-
Form NH conference up 
north in the lovely town of 
Concord, New Hampshire, 
I thought it was worth re-
visiting in some further 
detail. The theme here is 
“Privilege” and it’s one 
that was a hot topic at the 
conference this weekend, 
as well as the subject of the keynote speech by 
the savvy and stunning transwoman Allyson 
Robinson, “Associate Director of Diversity” 
for HRC (Human Rights Campaign).

I’m getting ahead of myself though. First, 
allow me to answer your excellent question di-
rectly, M. Mae. Transition has been, of course, 
a seriously eye-opening experience for me. I 
was, as I’ve said, raised by a single, feminist, 
Mother. And my whole family is full of strong, 
New England Yankee women. I often joke that 
I’m the first woman in my family to wear a 

skirt regularly! I also went to a pretty radically 
oriented Unitarian-Universalist run Summer 
Camp (Rowe Camp and Conference Center!! 
WOOT!) for several years as a teenager. So, I 
was steeped in radicalism and not unaware of 
the fact that as a person who was perceived as, 
for all intents and purposes, a Straight, White 
Male, I was given a much larger portion of this 
thing we call “Privilege” than was necessarily 
my due.

And so, in my decision to go ahead and tran-
sition I was fully aware, 
theoretically at least, that 
I was making a conscious 
decision to surrender that 
privilege and be treated as 
any other woman in this 
society. Knowledge, how-
ever, could do nothing to 
prepare me for the reality 
of this decision.  

For one thing, transgen-
der women tend to fall at 
least a step below other 
women in the general hi-
erarchy of the society we 
live in. Whereas before, I 
was often given opportu-
nities and positions that I 
was only tenuously quali-
fied for. Now, I have found 
it’s difficult to even be giv-

en the chance at opportunities and positions, 
which I am copiously OVER-qualified for!

I find that my opinion is often disregarded or 
belittled. My general intelligence is frequently 
judged to be lacking simply on the basis that 
I have blonde(ish) hair and soft curves! My 
skills assumed to be slight. My cisgender fe-
male friends tried to warn me about this and 
love to remind me that they told me so. But, 
it was impossible to truly understand the real-
ity of these strange standards until I actually 

found myself being 
automatically over-
ruled by men who 
were fairly certain 
that they knew bet-
ter than I about top-
ics in which I am 
quite expert. None of 
them ever assumes 
the blonde(ish) Pag-
eant Queen reads 
Chomsky!! I always 
found it disconcert-
ing when, as a per-
ceived man, I was automatically deferred to in 
situations where I was clearly not the person in 
charge and I find it downright offensive now, 
when as a woman I am frequently ignored 
when I AM the person in charge!

This “Privilege” thing or the lack thereof, 
goes well beyond general treatment. It seeps 
into all that I do now. Whereas before transi-
tion, I went were I liked and did what I wanted. 
I must now be aware of the very real dangers 
that face me every time I step outside my door. 
Rather than simply walk home through the 
darkened neighborhood, I must remember to 
get a ride. When I go on a date, I need to let a 
friend know where I’m going and 
with whom, for safety’s sake.

Previously, I had very little 
fear of traveling to strange new 
places. Now, there are entire 
swaths of the country and gigan-
tic chunks of the world, that as 
an Out transwoman it is unlikely 
I will be able to visit. 

Then, there are the little things 
that I get every day. The coun-
terperson who “Sirs” me even 
while staring at my tits! Also, 
there are the children in Walmart 
who tug on their parent’s arms 

and point; the comments shouted from pass-
ing vehicles; the double-takes when I walk out 
of the women’s room at a rest-stop; deciding 
that I won’t be able to wear jeans and a t-shirt 
today, despite the heat, because I’ll just end up 
having to correct pronouns all day if I do.

Essentially, M. Mae, it’s all the little extra 
things that I need to consider and the fresh 
hurdles that must be leapt that represent the 
biggest change in the way society treats me 
post-transition. Even so, as a White woman in 
this society, I still have a great deal more privi-
lege than many others. 

Which, brings me right back around to the 
beginning of this column and the final thought 
I’d like to leave you with:

Allyson Robinson in her keynote at the con-
ference, and I paraphrase slightly from the 
notes I was Live-Tweeting during her speech, 
said that, “The only ethical way to deal with 
privilege is to give it away.”

I quite agree. If we do not help each other, 
who will? 

Slainte!

*Lorelei Erisis is Miss Trans New England 
2009. She can be contacted at: loreleierisis@
therainbowtimesmass.com.

lorelei erisis

deja nicole greenlaw
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“ …in my decision to go 
ahead and transition i 
was fully aware … that i 
was making a conscious 
decision to surrender 
that privilege [Straight, 
White male] and be treated 
as any other woman in 
this society. knowledge, 
however, could do nothing 
to prepare me for the 
reality of this decision.”
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By: claire fraser/TRT Special Correspondent
SunDayz at Mohegan Sun is the newest and 

most exciting LGBT dance destination on the 
East Coast.

Every second Sunday of the month, Mohe-
gan Sun holds a Fleur Dance Party at the super 
hip Ultra 88 Night Club with celebrity appear-
ances and Dayz & Nightz hotel packages. 

Ultra 88 is a chic and contemporary club 
with a state-of-the-art sound system, several 
bars, beautifully draped walls, VIP seating 
with bottle service and a grand VIP suite. DJ’s 
pump the club with the best dance music this 

side of New 
York City. If 
you love to 
dance, make 
SunDayz a 
monthly habit. 

Plan to have a 
wonderful meal 
before the club 
at over �0 casu-
al dining spots, 
two buffets or 
three fine-din-
ing restaurants. 
Michael Jor-
dan, Bobby 
Flay and Todd 
English each 
have a signa-
ture restaurant 
that will satisfy 
every palate. A 

Starbucks Cof-
fee and a Krispy Kreme Doughnut for desert 
are a great way to finish any meal. 

After the night at the club retire to your beau-
tifully appointed luxury room or suite in the 
3�-story hotel. The SunDayz & Nightz pack-
age offers admission for two to Fleur at Ultra 
88 Night Club and $�0 credit toward your tab. 

Rooms rates start at 
$13�.00 per person 
per night, based on 
double occupancy, 
plus tax and gratuity, 
this is a package that 
has it all. 

Gaming at Mohe-
gan Sun is a plea-
sure for anyone, with 
High Stakes Rooms 
to a complete new 
section for the more 
conservative $5 bet-
ters. The facility of-
fers a new beautiful, 
large and comfortable 
poker room with sev-
eral different poker 
games. The Player 
Club points can be 
used toward tourna-
ment buy-ins. 

Besides its entertainment area, Mohegan 
Sun has created a place for conventions and 
business meetings with venues seating 300 to 
10,000. 

Don’t miss Leffingwells Martini Bar, which 
features �0 specialty martinis as well as Wombi 
Rock, a three-story white onyx mountain and 
the world’s largest indoor planetarium dome 
or the Dubliner Irish Pub that makes attendees 
feel like they are in the heart of Ireland. 

The Mohegan Sun Tribe has worked very 
hard to make the experience a memorable one. 
Tribe pride can be felt and seen, from the great 
55-foot indoor waterfall to the fluid and organic 
flow of the walkways. The ceilings have huge 
pictorial seasonal panels, made from millions 
of glass beads, which create the feeling of hav-
ing trees overhead. The panels give the space 
an open and comforting feeling and not the 
serviceable institutional atmosphere of most 

casinos. The floors de-
pict pathways the tribe 
took in its travels and 
wonderful mosaics of 
the 13 seasonal moons.  

Mohegan Sun takes 
obvious pride in its tribe 
and offers the same for 
the LGBT commu-
nity with its inclusive 
and exciting events. 
Celebration and diver-
sity are evident in each 
step taken, whether it 
is at the LGBT Fleur 
Dance Party, dining or 
gaming. 

Come to the LGBT Fleur Dance Party at Ul-
tra 88 on the second Sunday of each month but 
plan to stay and enjoy all Mohegan Sun has 
to offer. 

For more information about Mohegan Sun-
dayz visit: www.mohegansun.com/staying/ex-
clusive-sundayz.html.

a weekend to remember at mohegan sundayz
Martin L. Heft, 

Chairperson of 
Love Makes a 
Family PAC , an-
nounced that after 
careful consider-
ation of each candidate’s record & question-
naire responses on lesbian, gay, bisexual, & 
transgender issues, LMF PAC has endorsed 
eight State Senate candidates & �5 House of 
Representatives candidates.  

STATE SENATE
1st ........John fonfara - hartford, wethersfield
5th ........ Beth Bye - 5th district, Bloomfield, 

Burlington, farmington, west hartford
6th ........ don defronzo - Berlin, farmington, 

new Britain
20th ...... andrea stillman - east lyme, montville, 

new london, old lyme, old saybrook, 
salem & waterford

24th ...... alice hutchinson - Bethel, danbury, 
new fairfield, sherman

26th ...... John hartwell - Bethel, new canaan, 
redding, ridgefield, weston, westport, 
wilton

27th ...... andrew mcdonald - darien, stamford
35th ...... susan eastwood - ashford, chaplin, 

coventry, eastford, ellington, hampton, 
Pomfret, stafford, tolland, union, 
vernon, willington & woodstock

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2nd ....... Jason Bartlett - Bethel, danbury & redding
4th ........Kelvin roldan - hartford
6th ........hector robles - hartford
12th ......Geoff luxenberg - manchester
16th ......linda schofield - simsbury 
23rd  .... eileen Baker - lyme, old lyme, old 

saybrook & westbrook
24th ...... tim o’Brien - new Britain & newington
27th ......sandy nafis - newington 
31st ......tom Kehoe - Glastonbury 
38th ...... Betsy ritter - montville & waterford
47th ...... catherine osten - canterbury, scotland, 

sprague & norwich
58th ......Kathleen tallarita - enfield
64th ...... roberta willis - cornwall, Goshen, 

salisbury, sharon, torrington 
92nd .....Patricia dillon - new haven 
94th   ...Gary holder winfield - new haven
98th ......Patricia widlitz - Branford, Guilford
99th ......mike lawlor - east haven
100th .... matt lesser - durham, middlefield, 

middletown
101st ....deborah heinrich - madison
102nd ...lonnie reed - Branford
112th ....michele mount - monroe, newtown
118th  ..Kim rose - milford 
136th ....Jonathan steinberg - westport
139th .... Kevin ryan - Bozrah, franklin, 

lebanon, montville
142nd ...anna duleep - norwalk 

For a complete listing of our endorsed candi-
dates please visit us at www.lmfpac.org.  

Candidates across the state need volunteers 
on Primary Day August 10th & Election Day 
November �nd to contact voters, work the polls 
& provide rides for voters. Even a few hours 
of your time - especially during the evening 
- can help make the difference in these elec-
tions. Email volunteer@lmfpac.org to find out 
more about the candidates who need your help 
& how you can contact them to get involved.

Love Makes a Family Political Action Com-
mittee (LMF PAC) was formed in 2002 & is 
dedicated to electing candidates to state office 
who support equal rights for lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual & transgender people in Connecticut. 

love makes a family Pac 
endorses ct candidates

leffingwells martini Bar,  inside Wombi rock in casino of the sky
all Photos: courtesy of moheGan sun

taughannick falls, a 55-foot indoor water-
fall, which is also the centerpiece of todd 
english’s tuscany.

the mohegan sun hotel

twitter.com/
therainbowtimes

follow us ...
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deeP inside hollyWood: rosie o’donnell on a new crew of ladies
By: romeo san vicente*
A different View for Sara Gilbert

As The World Turns is 5� this year. 
And it’s being cancelled. But when 
networks close a door they open a 
window, which means something’s 
going to fly into that spare hour of 
programming. And what’s hot for 
daytime? Talk shows like The View, 
something CBS doesn’t have yet. So 
here comes a new crew of ladies for 
an as-yet-untitled talk show focusing 
on current events from the perspective 
of mothers. At the moment the lady-
team includes Julie Chen, Holly Rob-
inson Peete, Leah Remini, and gay 
audience favorites like Hairspray’s 
Marissa Jaret Winokur and Sharon 
Osbourne and Roseanne’s Sara Gil-
bert. Now 35, the former most-sar-
donic-teen-on-television is now a 
mother of two with her partner Alli-
son Adler, and with Rosie O’Donnell 
no longer on The View, it’ll be great 
to see a fresh lesbian mom perspec-
tive on a network talk show again. 
Look for the show to debut some-
time in September or October and the 
quotes to start flying.

Dustin Lance Black loves the ‘Bare-
foot Bandit’

Colton Harris-Moor found an unusual way 
to become famous. The alleged “Barefoot 
Bandit” is accused of stealing cars and planes 
across several states, living a life on the lam 
from the law. And because he’s young and not 
ugly, the criminal-turned-media-obsession has 

naturally become 
something of a folk 
hero/outlaw. So it 
was, perhaps, inevi-
table that his story 
would eventually 
become a movie. En-
ter Milk screenwriter 
Dustin Lance Black 
and director Da-
vid Gordon Green, 
who’ll approach 
the upcoming book, 
Taking Flight: The 

Hunt For a Young Outlaw, as source material 
for the feature film version of Harris-Moor’s 
crime spree. Look for the finished product to 
explore Harris-Moor’s difficult, bullied child-
hood in an effort to make more sense of his 
mysterious break with society’s rules. And if it 
glorifies sociopathic behavior along the way? 
Well that’s just what Hollywood, isn’t it?

Whishaw and Ball bring Death to HBO
Alan Ball has been very good for HBO 

– Six Feet Under still ranks among the cable 
network’s biggest hits, and True Blood is cur-
rently their dominant franchise – so it’s no 
surprise that the gay creator and the TV giant 
are keeping their relationship alive. Ball’s lat-
est for HBO will require even more buckets 
of fake splatter: All Signs of Death is a darkly 
comic drama about a slacker who stumbles 
into a career as a crime-scene clean-up guy, 
only to tumble into his own murder mystery, 
complete with femme fatale. Based on Charlie 
Huston’s �009 novel, The Mystic Arts of Eras-
ing All Signs of Death, the show will star Ben 

Whishaw, the dreamy young Brit who’s 
set hearts a-flutter in Bright Star and 
Brideshead Revisited. HBO has com-
mitted to a pilot, which will shoot in late 
summer, using smaller-than-usual cam-
eras to give the show that gritty, hand-
held look. Cross your bloody fingers it 
goes to series.

Glee busts out the fishnets for Rocky 
Horror episode

Oh Glee, just when we think you can’t 
get any gayer, you go and raise the stakes 
again. The big news coming out of the 
Glee panel at the recent San Diego Com-
ic-Con was queer creator Ryan Murphy’s 
announcement that the Fox hit would do 
an episode built around the songs from 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show some-
time during the second season. (During 
the panel, gay Glee co-star Chris Colfer 
mentioned his desire to sing “The Time 
Warp,” which led to Murphy’s bomb-
shell. A set-up? You be the judge.) Lots 
of other cool tidbits were mentioned 
– the possibility of an all–Britney Spears 
episode, return appearances by Broad-
way divas Kristin Chenoweth and Idina 
Menzel, a religious-themed episode that 
will include Colfer’s Kurt going to see 
Mercedes (Amber Riley) sing at church 
and an Artie-Tina breakup. But Romeo’s 
favorite revelation came from Naya Ri-
vera, who plays the wickedly hilarious Santana.  
She told the crowd that Brittany (Heath-
er Morris) and Santana would kiss during 
Season �…and that she wants their couple 
name to be “Santittany.” Nice.

*Romeo San Vicente is too distinctive to ever 
be a part of a mash-up couple name. He can be 
reached care of this publication or at DeepIn-
sideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.

romeo san vicente
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Boston Derby Dames are on a Roll
By: Joe siegel/TRT Reporter

The Boston Derby Dames are Bos-
ton’s first and only all-female, skater-
owned and operated flat track roller 
derby league and proud members of the 
Women’s Flat Track Derby Associa-
tion (WFTDA).

The Boston Derby Dames was found-
ed in May �005 when the first roller-
girls began training at rinks and hockey 
courts throughout greater Boston. The 
league now boasts more than 50 active 
skaters on three home teams: the Cos-
monaughties, Nutcrackers, and Wicked 
Pissahs. Their all-star travel team, the 
Boston Massacre, has been in action 
since October �005 and has traveled 
to play teams in Las Vegas, Columbus, 
Madison, and Seattle. The league host-
ed Charm City (MD), Atlanta, Cincin-

nati, Dominion (VA), Maine, and more. 
The organization’s home base is Shriners Au-

ditorium in Wilmington, MA, where they broke 
all previous attendance records in February 
�008, when they hosted more than 1,600 fans 
at a bout between the Cosmonaughties and the 
Wicked Pissahs. 

The bouts are loud, but family-friendly. You 
may catch some foul language, but children of 
all ages are welcome at BDD bouts and the play-
ers enjoy seeing young fans. Each bout is two 
30-minute periods with live music at halftime. 
Patrons can also browse the merchandise corri-
dor, visit sponsors in the lobby, have their photo 
taken as a rollergirl, or check out the free digital 
photo booth in the Fez Room.

Players have funky names such as Farmer 
Geddon, Speed Metal, Bloodbath Bettie, and 
Sugar Hits. The Referees include Luna Skat-

egood, Alphabeth, and Messy Jessy. 
Founded during the Great Depression, roller 

derby has always been a full contact sport packed 
with excitement. Peaking during the 19�0s and 
’50s, roller derby packed arenas throughout the 
country until the late ’70s when the sport nearly 
died out. The modern day roller derby revival 
began in �001 in Austin, Texas, and has since 
gained in popularity throughout the country 
making it the fastest and hardest hitting since 
its inception. Roller derby is now the fastest 
growing sport in the country with more than �50 
leagues appearing in North America in the past 
five years. 

A roller derby bout is played between two 
teams of five skaters each: a pivot (striped hel-
met), three blockers, and one point-scoring play-
er, the jammer (star helmet). Blockers from both 
teams skate together in a pack and are continu-
ously lapped by the jammers. Jammers are sprint 
skaters, and score points each time they pass an 
opponent. Bouts are divided into two 30-minute 
periods composed of an unlimited number of 
jams, which can last up to two minutes.

For more information visit www.bostonderby-
dames.com or www.wftda.com

One of a kind: First Summer Institute in 
LGBT Health class held at Fenway Health
BOSTON, MA—The first 
ever class of the Summer 
Institute in LGBT Health 
will convene this month, 
from July �6-August �0, 
�010 at Fenway Health 
and on the campus of 
the Boston University 
School of Public Health. 
As the first program of its 
kind to be held anywhere 
in the world, the Summer 
Institute is a truly unique 
opportunity for advanced 
training in the study of 
LGBT populations.

This innovative �-
week program will pro-
vide graduate students 
and early career scholars 
with foundational train-
ing in interdisciplinary 
theory, knowledge and 
methods for conducting 
population research in 
sexual and gender minor-
ity health.  The Fenway Admissions Commit-
tee has invited 16 trainees from a competitive 
national pool to come to Boston to study with 
us. Trainees are from a variety of levels and 
from universities around the country. The in-
augural cohort includes 5 post-doctoral partici-
pants, 10 doctoral students, and one Masters’ 

student.  Participants hail from Boston Col-
lege, Boston University, Brandeis University, 
Emory University, Michigan State University, 
St. Louis University, Suffolk University, Tufts 
University, University of Chicago, University 
of Minnesota, University of North Carolina, 
University of Pittsburgh, University of South 
Carolina, and West Virginia University.

B
o

st
o

n
 N

ew
s

Photo: courtesy Boston derBy dames

(From left to right): top row: Jennifer Jabson, l. Zachary duBois, 
chongyi Wei, dawn comeau, Jeremy grey, derrick matthews, 
Blair glennon, andrew hart.  second row: ethan mereish, 
Judith Bradford, timmy huynh, sarah reed, John Blosnich, 
Justin smith, aimee van Wagenen. Bottom row: grant farmer, 
leah Williams, eva Woodward, Judith andersen.

Photo: courtesy of fenway health
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Dear Friends,
As we dive into summer, the Boston Pride 

Committee would like to send a tremendous 
thank you to everyone who participated in our 
�0th Anniversary Pride Week.  We hope that 
you got a chance to attend some of our events 
leading up to, and including, Pride Weekend.  
Despite the downpour on Saturday, the smil-
ing, cheering, and dancing in the streets was a 
true tribute to our community spirit!

The amount of time we spend planning the 
Parade, Festival and Sunday Block Parties is 
enormous, but we are also very proud of the 
wide range of other events that appear on our 
calendar. Some we produce ourselves and 
others we co-present with fellow community 
institutions like Queer Women of Color & 
Friends, the LGBT Aging Project, and Club 
Café, to name a few. We are grateful for these 
lasting partnerships and look forward to mak-
ing new ones.

This year, in particular, we were excited to 
offer the Club Sizzle dance party for LGBT 
youth, an event we co-hosted with Delta Phi 
Upsilon, and that we’ll be adding permanently 
to our Pride Week roster. We were also in-
spired by our inaugural theme-based Pride 
Rally. While potential rain turned the event 
into something more resembling a panel dis-
cussion, the Stuart Street Playhouse was alive 
with discussion about key issues facing our 
community.  Moving forward, we are commit-
ted to providing a forum for ongoing dialogue 

about the enduring 
importance of the 
Pride Movement.

While Pride 
Week itself is over, 
we will continue 
the commemora-
tion of our �0th 
Anniversary with more events and activities 
throughout �010, and we hope to see you 
around town. Stay tuned for the launch of a 
new and snazzy Pride website, some excit-
ing special events (including VIP tickets to 
Margaret Cho!), and the unveiling of a re-or-
ganized Pride Committee with fun and easy 
ways for everyone to get involved. Of course, 
we’re not going to change everything. This 
fall also brings the return of our online com-
munity vote for your �011 Pride Theme and 
Marshals, so get your nominations ready!

While we all know that Pride is not just a 
week in June, we’re here to make sure every-
one remembers that!  We cap off four decades 
of LGBT activism and progress with the hope 
that another �0 years won’t pass before we 
achieve true and full equality. Regardless, we 
will be here to serve and celebrate you.

All the best for a wonderful summer,

Keri A. Aulita, Deputy Director
Boston Pride Committee
kaulita@bostonpride.org
www.bostonpride.org

Boston pride thanks the community ...
MoRe special events, neW website and MoRe 
exciting things happening throughout the year!

BOSTON, MA—A group of state and local 
transgender leaders are pleased to announce the 
formation of the Trans Advocacy Network. 

The Trans Advocacy Network held their 
first meeting in Memphis, Tennessee on July 
10 with the purpose of defining their mission 
and goals for the upcoming year. Their mis-
sion statement is as follows:

“The Trans Advocacy Network is an alli-
ance of transgender organizations that work 
at the state and local level, coming together to 
build a stronger trans movement by facilitat-
ing the sharing of resources, best practices, and 
organizing strategies.”

The Trans Advocacy Network will serve lo-
cal and state level trans advocacy groups that 
are both established and newly forming as well 
as support groups, college-based groups, and 
other organizations that are doing advocacy 
and policy work for transgender rights and 
protections. The Trans Advocacy Network 
will assist these groups by sharing policy, 
training materials, resources, tools, and best 
advocacy practices. It hopes to foster leader-
ship development, sustainability, and to make 
the movement for trans rights stronger and 
more effective.

The Trans Advocacy Network will operate 
with a steering committee made up of leaders 
from state and local trans organizations from 
across the country. There will be a limited 
number of spaces on the steering committee 
for advisers from national organizations.

Plans for the first year of the Trans Advo-
cacy Network include expanding the steering 

committee to include people who are not yet 
well-represented, connecting more state and 
local trans advocacy groups across the coun-
try, creating guiding principles, starting a list 
serve that all trans advocacy organizations will 
have access to, outreaching to other groups by 
region, creating a more cohesive communica-
tion network, creating a organizational survey 
to understand the needs, resources, and get a 
realistic view of where trans community orga-
nizations are across the country, and holding 
conference calls and webinars to share best 
practices and strategies.

The Trans Advocacy Network Steering 
Committee currently includes Gunner Scott of 
the Massachusetts Transgender Political Co-
alition, Masen Davis of the Transgender Law 
Center, Marisa Richmond of the Tennessee 
Transgender Political Coalition, Lisa Scheps 
of the Transgender Education Network of 
Texas, Sadie-Ryanne Baker of the DC Trans 
Coalition, and Shane Morgan of TransOhio. 
Advisers to the Steering Committee include 
Lisa Mottet of the Transgender Civil Rights 
Project of the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force and Jaan Williams of the National Cen-
ter for Lesbian Rights.

The steering committee is interested in addi-
tional members who represent predominantly 
people of color trans organizations and low-in-
come trans organizations. 

Contact Gunner Scott for more information 
or how to become involved at transadvoca-
cynetwork@gmail.com.

National organization for 
trans advocacy established
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Por: Wilfred W. labiosa*/Columnista de TRT

Ya es el ve-
rano y hace 
tanto calor, 

así que es hora 
de usar nuestras 
camisetas y camis-
illas en la playa, 
para ir de compras 
y demás. El otro 
día salí de mi casa 
con una camiseta 
que decía “El amor 
derrota al odio”  
con el emblema de 

igualdad. 
De veras que me la puse sin pen-

sarlo. Fui de compras y después a la 
playa. Durante el tiempo que pasé en 
el mercado, dos personas se acerca-
ron y me dijeron que les encantó mi 

camiseta y preguntaron dónde podían com-
prarla. Les di la información, por supuesto. 

El incidente me hizo pensar que todo/as 
podemos educar y exponer algo con lo que nos 
ponemos. Podemos exponer a otro/as como 
nos sentimos, nuestra política, y demás, si es-
cogemos apropiadamente la camiseta que nos 
ponemos. 

Esto también me recordó sobre algo que 
me pasó en mi último viaje a Cuba. Un día 
me puse una camiseta con símbolos de Puerto 
Rico y la pablara, “Boricua”. Tanta gente me 
decía, “Boricua”, “Hermano”, o levantaron su 
puño en solidaridad. Me sentí muy bien con 
esas reacciones.

Me recordó de la ocasión en que estaba en 
fila en un parque de atracciones y un trabajador 

me escoltó hasta el 
principio de la fila 
por que el también 
era “gay” y Bo-
ricua; la camiseta 
que estaba usando 
tenía la bandera de 
P.R. con los colores 
“gay” y la palabra 
“Boricua”. 

Propongo que 
en vez de escribir 
en “Twitter” o en 
“Facebook” como 
se sienten o lo que 
le están haciendo, 
que lo hagan con 
sus camisetas. Nos 
debemos poner 
camisetas que llev-
en mensajes educa-
tivos y/o significativos.

Si se están preguntando dónde podemos 
comprar camisetas con mensajes importantes, 
aquí les dejo varias opciones: en ferias cultura-
les, en el Internet o en las organizaciones con 
las cuales uno sienta alguna conexión. Hay 
camisetas con logos de organizaciones GLBT, 
culturales, políticas y demás. Hay camisetas 
serias o chistosas. Compren camisetas con 
algo que llame la atención, con refranes llama-
tivos, o con temas educativos. 

Conozco una persona que decidió crear 
camisetas para ayudar a fortalecer a la comu-
nidad “gay” mejicana y diseñó camisas con 
refranes como “jotopower”, “chorizolover”, 
entre otros. Es una persona bien creativa.

Hay muchas opciones pero lo importante 

es que se pongan 
camisetas que ex-
presen algo. Si 
sólo quieren pon-
erse camisetas de 
licores o cervezas 
háganlo por que le 
gusta el producto y 
no porque la reci-
bieron gratis. Re-
cuerden que están 
anunciando un pro-
ducto sin ser remu-
nerados. Claro está, 
si trabajan para la 
compañía, ya es 
otra cosa.

Cuando preparé 
esta columna decidí 
preguntarles a var-
ias personas las ra-

zones por las cuales escogían ciertas camisetas 
para ponerse. Recibí muchas respuestas, y en-
tre ellas me dijeron por que se identificaban con 
la bandera, la nación, el continente. Mucho/as 
tenían puestas camisetas con la bandera es-
pañola ya que ganaron 
la Copa Mundial hace 
pocas semanas. Otro/as 
tenían puesta la bandera 
de su patria porque se 
sienten orgulloso/as de 
sus raíces. Otro/as se 
sentían orgulloso/as de 
ser GLBT. 

Cualquiera que sea su 
razón, hagan el esfuerzo 
de ponerse una camiseta 

con orgullo y si le preguntan el porqué, com-
partan sus razones. 

Espero que todo/as estén gozando el calor de 
este verano �010. Recuerden de usar protec-
ción al salir y pongan atención a las mascotas 
y personas de tercera edad en esta época de 
calor. ¡Feliz época de verano! Sientan orgullo 
de ser latino, GLBT, mujer u hombre, de su pa-
tria, o de lo que sea, pero sientan orgullo de la 
camiseta que se pongan y recuerden que están 
diciendo algo al ponérsela.

*Escrito en ambos idiomas por Wilfred La-
biosa, director de Unid@s: La Organización 
Nacional LGBT Latina. Escribe tus comentar-
ios o preguntas a: wlabiosa@hotmail.com.

To read this store in English, please
visit:www.therainbowtimesmass.com/
latinvisionAugust5

Pónte la camiseta con puntos de vista y orgullo
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“love” at the orchid Beach, vieques, Pr
Photo: wilfred laBiosa

The Network/La Red has 
a new phone-based support 
group available for LGBTQ 
survivors of partner abuse. 
The support group fills the 
gap for survivors who can-
not attend an in-person sup-
port group for a variety of 
reasons (disability, illness, 
abuse, geographically isolat-
ed or outside of Massachusetts, among other 
reasons). 

Phone cards will be provided for survivors.
The Network/La Red provides confidential 

facilitated spaces for survi-
vors to connect, share ex-
periences, give and get sup-
port, information, and help 
with safety planning. Each 
eight-week group cycle uses 
a peer support, survivor-led 
structure.  

All The Network/La Red 
Support Groups meet at a 

confidential time/place. Access numbers for the 
phone based support group are confidential. 

For more information, call the hotline at 
(617) 7��-�911.

support group for lgBtQ survivors 
of partner abuse ready for your call

follow us ...

twitter.com/
therainbowtimes

Queer carnevale guide 2010
mardi gras in new england!

Fmi: www.therainbowtimesnews.com 
or 413-282-8881/617-444-9618
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Providence’s Beneficent church welcomes lgBt community
By: Joe siegel/TRT Reporter

Reverend Todd Yonkman and his 
wife Nicole have served as co-pastors 
at Beneficent Church in Providence 
since �009.

The church is a member of the 
United Church of Christ and is open 
and affirming to the 
LGBT community. 
The national levels 
of the UCC have 
historically favored 
progressive or lib-
eral views on social 
issues, such as civil 
rights, gay rights, 
women’s rights, 
and abortion. 
However, United 
Church of Christ 
congregations have 
freedom in mat-
ters of doctrine and 
ministry and may 
or may not support 
the national body’s 
theological or mor-
al stances.

“We are more in-
terested in focusing on what brings us together 
as Christians and just as human beings in gen-
eral rather than fighting over what divides us,” 
said Yonkman.

Yonkman, �0, grew up in Grand Rapids, MI, 
where he attended Christian schools for many 
years. After graduating from college, Yonk-
man planned to attend graduate school with 
the goal of becoming a literature professor. 

Until he experienced a spiritual awakening.
He moved to Germany, where he studied 

theology and decided to enter the priesthood.
The Yonkmans ministered in churches in 

Chicago before coming to New England. The 
area feels like home to them.

“As a Midwesterner I do feel like I am get-
ting to know a new culture,” 
Yonkman said, explaining 
that he and his wife have 
many relatives living in the 
region. “I love Rhode Island. 
I love Providence. I’m really 
glad to be serving a down-
town church. 

Yonkman was �0 when his 
father revealed he was gay. 
“He grew up in a very con-
servative church where be-
ing gay was not an option,” 
Yonkman said.

Yonkman’s father was told 
by a professor at the Catho-
lic college he attended that 
his homosexuality would 
just “go away” if he married 
a woman. That misguided 
advice resulted in a lot of 

turmoil.
“All of the suffering that it caused for him 

and for the family and trying to put all that 
together also caused a crisis of faith in me,” 
Yonkman recalled.

After questioning his own place in the Chris-
tian religion, Yonkman met his wife Nicole, 
who was a member of the United Church of 
Christ. He realized the UCC was where he ul-
timately belonged.

The United Church of Christ officially ad-
opted a policy of being open and affirming to 
LGBT people in the 1980s, and Beneficent 
Church soon adopted the policy.

“I think it’s a natural reflection of this 
church’s history of focusing on social justice, 
welcome, hospitality, and being a diverse 
place where all can come to connect,” Yonk-
man said.

Beneficent Church has made an effort to 
reach out to the larger LGBT community. The 
church recently hosted an interfaith service to 
kick off a week of Gay Pride celebrations, and 
also serves as the venue of the Providence Gay 
Men’s Chorus.

“I’m really glad to be at Beneficent Church 
where my dad and his partner can come and 
worship and not feel uncomfortable,” Yonk-
man said, adding he appreciates being in a 
place where he can be open about his family 
and not worry about being judged.

And now LGBT families have a place to 
worship, where they are accepted and loved.

Beneficent Congregational Church is locat-
ed at 300 Weybosset St., Providence. The tele-
phone number is (401) 331-9844 and its web 
address is www.beneficentchurch.org.R
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LESBIaN TOP 10
 1.  We Have to Stop Now - 

Season 1

 2. Hannah Free

 3. Mädchen in Uniform

 4. And Then Came Lola

 5. 8:  The Mormon Proposition

 6. The Runaways

 7.  The L Word Final Season

 8. The Baby Formula

 9. Training Rules

10. The World Unseen

Gay TOP 10
 1. Pornography: A Thriller

 2.  Boy

 3. 8:  The Mormon Proposition

 4. La Mission

 5. BOYCRAZY

 6. Mr. Right

 7. The Butch Factor

 8. A Single Man

 9. Hit Parade

 10.  Shut Up and Kiss Me

TOP 10 BEST SELLER VIDEOS
Courtesy: wolfevideo.com

todd and nicole yonkman
Photo: courtesy of Beneficent church

reverend todd yonkman
Photo: Joe sieGel
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By: Joe siegel/TRT Reporter
A coalition of religious leaders, 

social workers, and trans activists 
gathered for a rally at the Rhode 
Island State House on July 9. The 
speakers expressed their anger 
over Governor Don Carcieri’s re-
cent veto of a bill which would’ve 
expanded the state’s definition of 
a hate crime.

Carcieri (R) vetoed House Bill 
70��/Senate Bill �055, which 
proposed the addition of “bigotry 
and bias’’ against people based 
on their “gender identity’’ to the 
state’s official list of hate crimes. 

Carcieri explained his veto by 
stating that hate crimes laws al-
ready addresses actions “moti-
vated by racial, religious, sexual 
orientation, gender or disability 
prejudice.’’

Victor Ellingsen, the Director 
of Lifelines RI, a statewide orga-
nization which provides support 
and services to transgender, intersex, and gen-
der variant individuals, said crimes committed 
against people because of their gender identity 
needed to be recorded.

“We’re not asking for rights,” said Ellingsen, 
referring to what he called as Carcieri’s desire 
to ignore hate crimes committed against trans 
people. “All we’re asking for is permission to 
survey the damage.”

“The Governor’s veto of this bill is unac-
ceptable,” said Jaye Watts of Youth Pride, 
Inc. (YPI). “In his veto message, the Governor 
cites language from an older version of the bill 
and then states that the language is confusing. 
At no time, did the Governor seek to try to un-
derstand the actual language of this bill, nor 
did he respond to organizations that offered to 
explain it to him.”

“No one should live in shame or fear because 
of who they are,” said the Rev. Dr. Donald An-
derson, Executive Director, RI State Council 
of Churches. 

Jodi Glass of the RI Commission on Preju-
dice and Bias explained that the category of 
“gender identity or expression” has to be in-
cluded as part of state law “to represent those 
of transgendered experience who are currently 
at highest risk for hate crimes.”

Glass noted that the bill passed overwhelm-

ingly in both the RI House and Senate. 
Carcieri has been at odds with the state’s 

LGBT community many times before. The 
Governor was widely condemned for his ap-
pearance at a Massachusetts Family Institute 
fundraiser last October. The governor told the 
300 attendees he believed marriage was “not a 
civil right.”

Carcieri also vetoed a bill that would have 
added “domestic partners’’ to the list of people 
authorized by law to make funeral arrange-
ments for each other.

The General Assembly overrode that veto 
last January. However, it seems unlikely that 
will occur this time. The legislative session 
ended early this year so that members of the 
General Assembly could begin their cam-
paigning for the November election.

Susan Heroux, the head of Queer Action of 
RI, vowed to push members of the General 
Assembly to hold a vote to override the Gov-
ernor’s veto.

“This is discrimination,” Heroux said. 
“Overriding the veto is the best way to undo 
that.” 

Carcieri’s term expires in January �011. One 
of the candidates who seek to succeed him - At-
torney General Patrick Lynch (D) – has touted 
his record of fighting for LGBT civil rights and 
prosecuting hate crimes against minorities. 

By: Joe siegel/TRT Reporter
Rhode Island Congressman James Langevin 

is facing a tough battle to win a sixth term in 
the US House of Representatives. The �6 year-
old Democrat, who represents the �nd Con-
gressional District, is being challenged in the 
September primary by Betsy Dennigan, a for-
mer state Rep. Meanwhile, three Republicans 
– Michael Gardiner, Mark Zaccaria, and Bill 
Clegg - are fighting for the chance to unseat 
Langevin in the November election. Langevin 
is the first quadriplegic to serve in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

At the age of 16, Langevin was injured while 
working with the Warwick Police Department 
in the Boy Scout Explorer program. A gun 
accidentally discharged and a 
bullet struck Langevin, leaving 
him paralyzed.

Langevin resides in Warwick 
and serves on a number of 
boards, including PARI Inde-
pendent Living, Tech Access, 
The Rhode Island Shelter, the 
Hope Alzheimer’s Center and 
the Big Brothers of RI. Lan-
gevin graduated from Rhode 
Island College and earned a 
Master’s Degree in Public Ad-
ministration from the Kennedy 
School of Government at Har-
vard University.

Langevin first ran for office 
in 1986, when he was elected 
a Delegate to Rhode Island’s 
Constitutional Convention 
and served as its secretary. Two 
years later, he won election to 
the Rhode Island House of Representatives 
and later served as Secretary of State.

Langevin denied Dennigan’s claim that he 
had not paid sufficient enough attention to the 
state’s ailing economy. Rhode Island ranks 
fourth in unemployment in the country.

“I’ve been very focused on the economy and 
job creation,” Langevin said. “Clearly, Rhode 
Island and the nation are going through one of 
the worst economic times in our nation’s histo-
ry. I understand how much people are hurting 
out there and I’m doing everything I can to get 
the state economy and the national economy 
back on track.”

Langevin cited his support of the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which has 
provided hundreds of thousands of dollars for 

infrastructure projects for Rhode Island.
“As a member of the House Armed Servic-

es Committee, I fought hard for our defense 
industrial base in Rhode Island, particularly 
Electric Boat that’s located in Quonset Point. 
Because of my efforts, Electric Boat is going 
to start building two submarines a year, which 
will add over 1300 jobs to the economy of 
Southern New England,” Langevin noted.

Langevin remains a proud supporter of the 
health care reform bill which was passed by 
Congress earlier this year.

“The bill was certainly not perfect, and I’m 
sure there is going to be a lot of fine-tuning, but 
it was an important first step,” Langevin said. 
“One thing is clear: irrespective of how you 

feel about the health care bill 
that President Obama signed 
into law, the current system 
that we were in was both un-
affordable and unsustainable. 
We had to change course. I 
believe this health care reform 
bill was a positive step in the 
right direction.”

Langevin agrees with a Fed-
eral Court judge’s recent rul-
ing that a part of the Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA) is 
unconstitutional and therefore 
violates the Equal Protection 
clause.

“At this point, I think the 
decision on what constitutes 
marriage should be left to the 
states,” Langevin said.
Langevin has been pushing 

for the repeal of the military’s 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.

“I think people who want to serve in the mil-
itary should be able to serve and their service 
should be based on their ability and desire to 
serve, not based on their sexual orientation,” 
Langevin said, adding he remains hopeful a 
repeal will be signed into law this year.

Langevin is aware of the tremendous amount 
of anger that voters are feeling, especially to-
ward incumbent politicians. He vows to cam-
paign hard to win another term in the U.S. 
House.

“I’ve never taken any vote or any election 
for granted,” Langevin said. “I’m going to be 
working hard for every vote in this election 
and I hope to have the support of the people of 
Rhode Island.”

Langevin faces challengers 
for a sixth term in Congress

Trans activists rally against 
Hate Crime RI State House

James langevin
Photo: lanGevin camPaiGn

victor ellingsen, lifelines ri director (in the center), ad-
dresses his organization’s concerns and demanded rights 
due to ri governor don carcieri’s veto of a hate crime bill.

Photo: Joe sieGel
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NEW YOK, N.Y. – As media trends acceler-
ate towards citizen-journalism and blogger-
created news content, a new national survey 
again validates that gay and lesbian adults on-
line today are among the nation’s most loyal 
and heaviest blog readers and social network 
users.

According to a recent national survey con-
ducted online by Harris Interactive®, a major-
ity of gay and lesbian adults are reading blogs. 
More than half (5� percent) of gay men and 
lesbian respondents report reading some type 
of blog, compared to only �0 percent of het-
erosexuals. This represents an incremental 
increase from March �008 when 51 percent 
of gay and lesbian respondents reported read-
ing some type of blog. A similar question was 
asked in November �006 and at that time, only 
3� percent of gay and lesbian adults reported 
reading blogs.  

When it comes to the types of blogs popular 
with Americans, the survey also found 36 per-
cent of gay and lesbian adults read news and 
current issue blogs, compared to �5 percent of 
heterosexual adults. A quarter (�5 percent) of 
gay and lesbian adults also read entertainment 
and pop culture blogs, compared to 16 percent 
of heterosexuals. Considering the global and 
media attention focused on American politics 
and the Obama presidency, �� percent of gay 
and lesbian adults also read political blogs, 
compared to just 1� percent of heterosexual 
adults. Confirming their sustained strong con-
nection with travel news and opportunities, 16 
percent of gay and lesbian respondents report 
reading travel blogs, compared to 8 percent of 
heterosexual respondents.

Not surprising, over one third (35 percent) 

of all lesbian and gay male adults report they 
read blogs specifically tailored for gay and 
lesbian news and interests. More than half (53 
percent) of these readers also say they visit gay 
and lesbian blogs weekly, and one in five (19 
percent) do so daily. Michael Rogers, veteran 
gay blogger and media activist reported that 
these findings mirror his experience: “My own 
work tells me gay men and lesbians have tre-
mendous need and appetite for authentic gay 
news and information, and they want it fast. 
As director of the National Blogger and Citi-
zen Journalist Initiative, I work with scores of 
bloggers to enhance skills, improve delivery 
and content and grow connections with a very 
receptive lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der audience across the U.S.”

The new nationwide survey of �,�1� U.S. 
adults, (ages 18 and over), of whom �71 self 
identified as gay or lesbian (which includes 
an oversample of lesbian and gay adults), was 
conducted online between June 1� and �1, 
�010, by Harris Interactive, a global market 
research and consulting firm, in conjunction 
with Witeck-Combs Communications, Inc., a 
strategic public relations and marketing com-
munications firm with special expertise in the 
LGBT market.

Apart from avidly reading blogs, gay and 
lesbian adults also are choosing to connect 
online through social networking sites more 
often than their heterosexual counterparts. A 
remarkable three-quarters (73 percent) of gay 
and lesbian adults state they are members of 
Facebook, compared to 65 percent of hetero-
sexual adults. Also, 3� percent of gay and 
lesbian respondents report being members of 
MySpace, compared to �� percent of hetero-

sexual respondents (albeit a shrinking num-
ber of both groups from past years). When it 
comes to the business-oriented social network-
ing site, LinkedIn, �� percent of gay and les-
bian respondents report being members, while 
16 percent of heterosexual adults state they 
are members. Finally, nearly 3 out of 10 (or 
�9 percent) gay men and lesbians report they 
are members of Twitter, while the same can be 
said of just 15 percent of heterosexual adults.

Significantly, 55 percent of gay men and les-
bians say they visit social network sites at least 
once a day - but only �1 percent of heterosexu-
al adults report that same frequency. Three out 
of ten gay men and women also say they visit 
sites several times a day, while only 17 percent 
of heterosexuals share that habit.

“Over this past decade, through many com-
parative measures - we see first-hand that on-
line media consumption for gays and lesbians 
is strong and growing stronger,” said Bob 
Witeck, CEO of Witeck-Combs Communica-
tions. “A majority of LGBT households are 
hungrier than ever to stay well informed and to 
expand their social, professional and personal 
connections online. In today’s uncertain econ-
omy, and with companies and organizations 
competing for share of attention, it is clear 
that blogs and social networking sites have 
not only come of age for gay America—but in 
many ways have become the virtual, new gay 
community centers and marketplace.”

Harris Interactive conducted the study on-
line within the United States between June 14 
and 21 among 2,412 adults (ages 18 and over), 
of whom 341 self-identified as lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and/or transgender.

social networks, blog popularity remain high for gays
By: richard labonte*
Kicked Out, edited by 
Sassafras Lowrey. Ho-
mofactus Press, 222 pag-
es, $19.95 paper.

This collection of essays 
about queer homelessness 
in America is a book with 
two voices. The most sear-
ing sections are written by 
women and men, girls and boys, from their 
own experience of life on the streets – wrench-
ing accounts of being tossed aside for coming 
out as lesbian, gay, trans, other. These are the 
voices of pain, passion and survival, poignant 
but often triumphant. Buttressing them are 
several less subjective but no less passionate 
essays reporting on the work of youth centers, 
contextualizing the reality that a dispropor-
tionate number of homeless youths are queer 
– as tolerance for gay unions, gay adoption and 
even gays in the military is on the rise, and gay 
imagery suffuses popular culture – and noting 
that the LGBT community, let alone society at 
large, is often blind to the epidemic of castoff 
queer kids. Part appeal to conscience and part 
cries from the heart, Lowrey’s landmark an-
thology is a must-read for both social workers 
and – if they can somehow find a copy – young-
sters searching for their true sexual selves. 

*Richard Labonte has been reading, edit-
ing, selling, and writing about queer literature 
since the mid-‘70s. He can be reached in care 
of this publication or at BookMarks@qsyndi-
cate.com.

Book marks: essays 
address lgBtQ topics
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By: dan Woog*

Howard Cosell 
once called 
sports “the toy 

department of human 
life.” So why would 
an LGBT legal orga-
nization – one whose 
mission is challenging 
barriers in areas like 
marriage, the military 
and the workplace – 
worry about toys like 
softball, and toy chests 
like gym class?

Because sports is “a 
social institution writ large – one from which 
LGBT people are still largely excluded.” 
That’s the view of Ben Klein, and he should 
know. He’s an attorney with Gay & Lesbian 
Advocates & Defender – a Boston-based legal 
rights organization dedicated to ending dis-
crimination based on sexual orientation, HIV 
status, and gender identity and expression.

Klein works with litigation assistant Jamal 
Brown on GLAD’s Homophobia in Sports 
project. Now in its initial, fact-finding phase, 
the project hopes to use the courts to bring 
about equal rights for gay people – just as it’s 
done in areas such as AIDS law, immigration 
and education.

“GLAD works to ensure equal access to a 
variety of institutions,” Klein says. “But with 
the exception of the National Council for Les-
bian Rights, sports has not been given the at-
tention it needs. It’s the one area in which it’s 
still largely acceptable to engage in anti-gay 
epithets and harassment.”

For the last �0 years, Klein says, LGBT or-
ganizations – his and others – have focused on 
“basic rights” like housing and relationships. 
Sports “didn’t rise to the top of the priority 
list,” he admits. “We weren’t even thinking 
about them.”

Now they are.
“Athletes are being forced out of sports, or 

kicked off teams, for being gay,” Brown says. 
“And coaches are being fired, or prevented 
from being hired, because of their sexuality or 
gender identity.”

Taking a lawyerly approach, GLAD realized 
it needed to assess the situation before rushing 
to court. Last fall, the organization developed 
a survey aimed at athletes, coaches, sports-re-
lated employees and casual recreation users. 
The goal was to understand their experiences 
– positive and negative – in athletics.

The most common finding, according to 
Klein, was “the prevalence of homophobic 
slurs.” Whether malicious or merely careless, 
the comments made in locker rooms and on 
playing fields make LGBT people uncomfort-
able, wary of coming out – even causing them 
to leave teams.

But is an unwelcoming environment actually 
illegal?

“If there is a clear-cut situation in an educa-
tional setting – in a state with an anti-discrimi-

nation law that includes sexual orientation 
– we could bring a case,” Klein replies.

In a state without a gay-rights statute, a case 
could be filed charging sexual harassment – 
provided the comments or actions were sexual 
in nature.

In the case of a coach, charges could be 
brought under “hostile environment” work-
place laws.

Of course, none of this is a slam dunk.
“It’s hard to find people who are willing to 

sue, and have a legitimate case,” Klein says. 
“We can’t just snap our fingers and find the 
right case.”

 To bring a harassment claim, someone must 
report it – for example, pervasive slurs or bul-
lying – to someone in a school or workplace. 
Then, school officials or employers have to 
ignore it.

Such reporting is rare, Klein says. “People 
don’t feel comfortable talking about it; they 
don’t know who to report it to, or they don’t 
think it will be addressed even if they do say 
something.”

Part of GLAD’s mission, Klein says, is to 
educate LGBT people, school officials and 
employers that they must create an environ-
ment in which anti-gay harassment can be re-
ported – and publicize a process for doing so. 
Lawsuits are a last resort.

The surveys have not yet reached a broad 
spectrum of gays and lesbians. “It’s hard to 
find people having the most significant prob-
lems,” Klein says. “They may be less con-
nected to groups we’re targeting, or they feel 
isolated because of what’s happened to them.” 
(Anyone wishing to fill out the survey can find 
it at www.glad.org/sports.)

Klein calls sports one of homophobia’s fi-
nal frontiers. “In our efforts to address various 
areas of society, the LGBT rights movement 
in general has paid scant attention to athlet-
ics. Some of that may come from a bit of am-
bivalence in our country about the world of 
sports.”

Some comes from ignorance. “I came out in 
1979,” Klein says. “I didn’t think gay people 
were athletes. But we can’t address barriers in 
society without talking about sports.” 

Despite varying levels of knowledge about 
– and interest in – sports, GLAD staffers have 
embraced Klein and Brown’s efforts. “People 
here are really excited,” says Klein. “They un-
derstand the principles behind this.”

Brown brings special cachet to the cause. A 
track star at Ivy League Dartmouth College, 
Klein calls him “our resident athlete. He has 
invaluable insights into the sports world. Me 
– I’m just an aging recreational athlete.”

But one with a law degree – and a passion 
for equal rights, wherever injustice lurks.

*Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, soccer 
coach, gay activist, and author of the “Jocks” 
series of books on gay male athletes. Visit his 
website at www.danwoog.com. He can be 
reached care of this publication or at Out-
Field@qsyndicate.com.

dan Woog

The OutField: GLAD 
All Over Sports World
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nyc gLBt expo, 
new york, ny

Photos by
Bill Berggren
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