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By: Linda DeMarco, President of

Boston Pride

P
ride Week is finally al-

most upon us and 2012

is already promising to

be an important year for an

emerging consensus around

rights for our community.

President Barack Obama’s re-

cent statement affirming his

support for marriage equality

– the first sitting president to

do so - is an important step in

achieving the goal that so

many of us have looked for –

equal rights and protections

under the law in a whole host

of matters, especially related

to families.

But the truth is that we

know we still have a long,

long way to go to achieve the

kind of equality, regardless of

identity and orientation,

which we are seeking.  As a

movement, we continue to

strongly believe that provid-

ing education and informa-

tion is an important part of

what we do.  In the past year,

we have embarked on a

human rights listening tour

around the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts and we’ve

learned a lot from members

of the community from

Northampton to the South

Shore to Boston about what

social issues continue to con-

cern you.  

During Pride Week, the

Boston Pride Human Rights

and Education committee will

host a forum on the question

of teaching LGBT history in

Massachusetts schools.  Last

year, the state of California

passed legislation that seeks

to add to the California public

school social science curricu-

lum information on the con-

tributions and roles of various

groups (including LGBT indi-

viduals) in California and

throughout the country.  Our

event will include representa-

tives from The Boston Al-

liance of Gay, Lesbian,

Bisexual and Transgender

Youth (BAGLY), MassEquality,

Fenway Health, and others

discussing the question of

adding such a provision to

Massachusetts’s educational

curriculum. We invite you to

join us at this forum at the

Fenway Health Auditorium on

the evening of Tuesday, June

5th from 7 – 9 p.m.  

Once the Pride Parade

floats are broken down and

the Festival and block party

performers are heading

home, there is still much to

be done to keep the Pride

movement vibrant and perti-

nent to the times, which is

part of the reason why we

are so excited to be hosting

the education forum during

Pride Week.  As soon as Pride

Week concludes, we will be

turning our attention to the

annual InterPride conference,

which we are sponsoring this 

Human Rights in Pride – for
Pride Week and Beyond

See Human Rights Page 16

Linda DeMarco

Photo: Joel Benjamin
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T
his theme pays tribute
to InterPride (www.in-
terpride.org/), the in-
ternational association

of Pride organizers, which
was founded in
Boston in 1982.
Boston Pride is a
founding member
of InterPride,
along with com-
mittees in New
York, San Fran-
cisco, Chicago, San
Diego, and Los An-
geles.

“We are excited
to pay tribute to the pioneers
who founded InterPride in
1982 with our Parade and
Festival,” said Linda DeMarco,
president of Boston Pride.
“We are pleased to have a
chance to honor that organi-
zation’s work and mission.
We are also happy that we
have the opportunity to
honor the revolutionary role
that Boston has played in the
Pride movement.”

Boston Pride has been se-
lected as the host of the 2012
Annual World Conference  of

InterPride, which will be held
October 3-7th at the Shera-
ton Boston Hotel.  The An-
nual World Conference
gathers Pride organizers from

around the
world for 5 days
of learning, net-
working and co-
ordination.
More informa-
tion about the
InterPride con-
ference can be
found at
www.Inter-
Pride2012.org.

“The issues of our commu-
nity go beyond the Greater
Boston area to global human
rights,” said Sylvain Bruni, a
member of Boston Pride’s
board of directors.  “The In-
terPride organization and the
annual conference help our
supporters and the public un-
derstand the challenges our
community faces internation-
ally.”

Pride participants and at-
tendees are invited to illus-
trate this theme during the
Pride Week celebration.

Boston Pride Theme 2012
Representing ALL

With Pride

Wishing ALL  
 

Great Pride Week!

District 2
City Councilor
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By: Emily Scagel/TRT Reporter

A
lexis Jordan rose to
fame only a few years
ago at the young age of
14, making it all the

way to the semi-finals of
America’s Got Talent. Her
YouTube videos rapidly re-
ceived millions of hits, grab-
bing the attention of
superstar Jay-Z, who then
signed her to the StarRoc/Roc
Nation record label. Opening
up for legend Smokey Robin-
son at a Stevie Wonder trib-
ute when she was only 12,
the confident and talented
Alexis Jordan is well on her
way to fame.  Her songs focus
on empowerment and girl
power, conveying an impor-
tant message that she feels is
missing from popular music
today. She is sure to impress
and inspire this year at
Boston Pride. TRT caught up
with Alexis Jordan right be-
fore her performance in
Boston. 

Q: Promoting positivity and
self-respect are said to be
important elements of your
music. What does this mean
to you? How does this mes-
sage apply to the LGBT com-
munity?
A: Everyone should always
love themselves. If you don't
love and respect yourself,
how can you truly spread
positivity and love to others? 

Q: Being at the forefront of
your career, where do you
see yourself in 5 or 10 years?
A: In 5 or 10 years I see my-
self still singing, making al-
bums, touring around the
world, winning Grammys, and
making movies.

Q: You were a contestant on
America’s Got Talent, and
then you were discovered on
YouTube. How has your
music and career evolved
since then? 
A: What hasn't evolved? This

has been an enlightening
journey so far. I've traveled to
so many amazing places and
been exposed to different
sounds and artists. As people
mature and have new life ex-
periences everything evolves
to reflect those changes.

Q: As a young artist, you are

careful to not use profanity
in your songs. Why do you
choose to do so? 
A: I don't use profanity in
everyday life. So the music is
a reflection of me. Also, I
want my music to be accessi-
ble to all ages.

See Alexis on page 10

America’s Got Talent Alexis 
Jordan to headline Pride
TRT caught up with the star in this exclusive
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By: Emily Scagel/TRT Reporter

M
ulti-talented Rye
Rye has exploded
onto the club scene
with her bold new

style and rhymes. She was
named one of Billboard’s “21
Under 21” and for good rea-
son. She sings, dances, and
recently made her acting
debut. Her music can’t simply
be classified as pop or hip
hop; it is much more com-
plex, sounding like “life.” As a
female artist, her fresh take

on mainstream music, along
with her vision, sound, and
ambition, is sure to lead to
great success. She’s come a
long way, from pulling herself
out of the Baltimore projects,
to being signed to M.I.A.’s
record label. You won’t be
able to stand still when Rye
Rye takes the main stage at
Boston Pride! 

In this TRT interview, Rye
Rye opens up about her back-
ground, upbringing and how
she made it all by herself, al-
most.

Q: Your music has been de-
scribed as sounding like
“life.” What does that mean? 
A: Sounding like life means it
gives my fans everything ... in
a good way! You need it to
live [laughs]— it just feels
good! 

Q: How did you get started
with music in Baltimore?
A: I just rapped a song on DJ
Blaqstarr’s voicemail; had
seen him at the club … and
eventually I ended up getting
in the studio with him!

Q: What can we expect from
your new record? Is there a
theme to it?
A: The theme is just fun! It’s
me talking about what I do—
life in the club scene, my
teenage life as a club hopper,
etc., but it shows that being a
girl from the hood you can
still make it by just being
yourself and not having to be
exposed as a sex symbol!

See Rye Rye on page 18
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Alexis from page 8

Q: How does the LGBT com-
munity fit into what you
represent as an artist?
A: As an artist my music rep-
resents positivity and having
love for everyone.

Q: What can your fans ex-
pect from your Boston Pride
performance?
A: My fans can expect to
have a lot of fun, great en-
ergy, dancing, and singing.

Q: Other than performing at
Boston Pride, what other ex-

citing endeavors do you
have planned for the year?
A: I am currently still record-
ing and writing on my sec-
ond album, which will be the
first album for the United
States and performing all
over the world.

Watch for Alexis Jordan’s
United States album debut,
due out later this year. Don’t
miss her main stage per-
formance at Boston Pride,
and be sure to check out
www.alexisjordanofficial.com
for updates.

Rye Rye Unafraid: Singer will make
you want to dance all day long
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B
oston Pride is

pleased to announce

that Mix 104.1’s Fast

Freddy and the Mas-

sachusetts Transgender Politi-

cal Coalition have been

named Grand Marshals of the

2012 Boston Pride Parade.

Additionally, the late Brendan

Burke has been chosen as an

Honorary Marshal.

The Boston Pride Parade is

a march to celebrate and pro-

mote equal rights for the re-

gion's gay, lesbian, bisexual

and transgender communi-

ties and is the staple event of

Pride Week.  As one of the

most popular and scenic gay

pride marches in the country,

organizations and individuals

from around New England

will walk together to advo-

cate for inclusivity, equality

and respect.  The theme of

the Boston Pride

Parade this year

is “Celebrating

30 Years of

Worldwide

Pride Move-

ment” in

honor of the

annual Inter-

Pride confer-

ence, which

will be held

this year in

Boston in

October.

Fast

Freddy was

selected

through an online vote by

supporters of Boston Pride

and members of the commu-

nity.  Fast Freddy is a week-

day afternoon on-air

personality, with Gregg

Daniels and Sue Brady, at Mix

104.1, one of the most popu-

lar radio stations in the re-

gion.  He began his career in

radio as an intern for local

legend, Sunny Jo

White

and

has

worked

for Mix

since

2005.

More in-

forma-

tion on

Fast

Freddy

can be

found at

the Mix

104.1 web

site. 

The Mas-

sachusetts Transgender Politi-

cal Coalition (MTPC) was

chosen by the Boston Pride

Board of Directors in recogni-

tion of their work supporting

the Transgender Equal Rights

Bill, which was signed into

law by Governor Deval Patrick

in January. The law made

Massachusetts the 16th state

to add non-discrimination

laws for gender identity in

employment, housing, K-12

public education, and credit.

Addition-

ally, Massa-

chusetts

hate crimes

laws were

also up-

dated to include gender iden-

tity.  More information on

MTPC can be found at their

Web site (www.masstpc.org). 

The community also voted

to name Brendan Burke as an

Honorary Marshal, which is

given posthumously.  Burke,

who was an athlete and stu-

dent manager of the Red-

Hawks ice hockey team at

Miami University (Ohio), 

Marshals for Boston
Pride 2012 Pride Parade

See Marshals Page 47
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By: Gricel M. Ocasio*/TRT Publisher

L
GBT Hispanic commu-

nities face different

family, cultural and

ethnic adversities than

those faced by the main-

stream LGBT community.

Having a bilingual, multi-cul-

tural family and culture adds

to the complexities that LGBT

Latinos experience in the

mainland and outside of it.

Recognizing the importance

of offering a safe and wel-

coming place to thousands of

LGBT Latinos, Boston Pride

created Latin@ Pride. 

Se crea el evento. Its creation

gave life to the Latin@ Pride

week celebration, a vibrant 5-

day gathering of all Latinos,

their families, friends and al-

lies. 

Mujeres al Comando. Latin@

Pride was created to fulfill

the unique role of creating

specific events by and for the

Latino queer community,”

said Marta Perrupato, Co-

Chair, Latin@ Pride. “We are

here to create spaces

where our community

can connect and cele-

brate together. Having

separate Latin@ Pride

events allows us to see

our strength in numbers

and find each other

in the larger sea

of pride events.”

helm

Fecha. This

year the

event will

take place in

September,

2012, according to Co-Chair

Patricia Arevalo, and although

it is still in the early stages of

planning, the Chairs already

know that they would like to

emulate this year’s InterPride

theme, “Celebrating 30 Years

of Worldwide Pride.”

Said Arevalo: “We would

like to mirror the InterPride

theme and create a celebra-

tion of all the countries and

nationalities of Latinos in the

Boston area.”

Tema. The theme is not

the only aspect of

Latin@ Pride that re-

flects the diversity and

sense of cohesion of

the event—it is palpa-

ble in the mix of

nationalities of

the Co-Chairs,

committee

members and

volunteers,

and its mis-

sion.

“The

Latin@ Pride Committee ex-

ists to provide educational

and social events for the

greater Boston Latin@ LGBT

community and allies,” said

Perrupato. “Our goal is to cre-

ate a welcoming, supportive,

inclusive environment for

Latin@ LGBT people to

gather, thrive, network and

forge community connec-

tions.”

¡Más envueltos en la comu-

nidad! Latin@ Pride 2012 will

enhance its reach in collabo-

ration with other community

organizations to diversify and

increase its reach and offer

more culturally-centered en-

tertainment to and for Lati-

nos. 

“We hope to have even

more diversity in our events

this year,” said Arevalo. “For

example, it will be the first

time we collaborate with

Dyke Night Productions to 

Latin@ Pride 2012: Latin
culture, f     d and flavor
in your LGBT menu

See Latin@ 0n Page 14
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have a specific Latina

women's dance night. We also

want to emphasize Latin

music at all of our Latin@

Pride dance nights during

pride week. In addition, we

are planning events outside of

pride week— like marching in

the Boston Pride parade.”

Inglés También. Although the

Latin@ Pride Co-Chairs ex-

press a desire to offer more

Latino events, they also em-

brace everyone at the celebra-

tion.

“Our goal is to make every-

one feel welcome and in-

cluded,” said Perrupato. “With

that in mind, we will have

some events that will be bilin-

gual friendly, but you don't

need to know Spanish to at-

tend and participate.”

Alerta a Jóvenes. The Latin@

Pride Co-Chairs are interested

in making the event one that

is also sought after by LGBT

Latino youth.

“We have not planned a

specific youth event to ad-

dress this issue, but we are in-

terested in providing more

opportunities for queer Latino

youth to feel connected and

engaged in their peer commu-

nity,” said Arevalo.

Latin@ Pride Committee

members Henry Paquin,

Jonathan Kindron, Daniella

Sousa and Juan Boria, along

with the Co-Chairs and volun-

teers continue to work and

bring forth ideas to make the

2012

Latin@

Pride a

success.

¡Orgullo

Latino!

According

to Perru-

pato, it is

“wonder-

ful to be Latino and queer and

to have this opportunity to

show how proud we are. We

are very excited to be plan-

ning a week of activities from

Sept 25 to Sept. 30.”

“Also, don't forget, you can

join us on June 9th at the

Boston

Pride

pa-

rade,”

said

Arevalo.

“We

will be

march-

ing be-

hind a large Latino

Pride/Orgullo Latino banner.

Let's show up and be loud and

proud!”

Menú Latino. If Latin culture,

food and flavor are a part of

your LGBT menu, spend Sep-

tember 25-30th, celebrating

Latin@ Pride. 

Latin@ Pride planning is al-

ready underway. If you are in-

terested in helping with this

year’s Latin@ Pride events,

you can join them every other

Thursday from 6-8 p.m. at the

Non-Profit Center, 89 South

Street, Boston.

For more info contact

Latin@ Pride at: latino-

pride@bostonpride.org or

visit www.BostonPride.org. 

*Gricel Martínez Ocasio has

been in the journalism field for

over 20 years. She holds an

MBA from Marylhurst Univer-

sity and a Bachelor’s in Jour-

nalism from Temple

University. She can be reached

(in English or Spanish) at: pub-

lisher@therainbowtimes-

news.com.(no hyphen)

Latin@ From Page 12

Patricia Arevalo
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year.  To be held in Boston in

the fall, the conference brings

many of the world’s Pride

committees together in one

place to share ideas and in-

spiration.

InterPride is an organization

created to promote Lesbian,

Gay, Bisexual and Transgen-

der Pride on an international

level.  It works to increase

networking and communica-

tion among Pride organiza-

tions, to encourage diverse

communities to hold and at-

tend Pride events and to

serve as an educational re-

source.  Additionally, Inter-

Pride aims to be an

international voice for the

global LGBT community

throughout the world, stand-

ing up for equality and justice

in every region and collabo-

rating with each other.  It is

because of InterPride confer-

ence that we decided our

theme for this year’s Pride

Week celebrations will be

“Celebrating 30 Years of

Worldwide Pride Movement.”

InterPride gives us another

opportunity to educate each

other on the issues we all

face.

We believe strongly that

there is a lot of opportunity

to educate, inform, and advo-

cate for our community in the

months after Pride Week –

and we’re hoping you’ll be a

part of it.  We’ll be working

on a human rights agenda,

based on our listening ses-

sions, and we’ll be hearing

from Pride committees from

around the world at the Inter-

Pride meeting.  We know that

while we are seeing some

progress here in the United

States (and lots of resistance

to that progress, too), mem-

bers of worldwide commu-

nity face the threat of bodily

harm and limitations to their

rights.  But working together,

we believe that we’ll see

even more progress.  So we

hope that in addition to join-

ing us at our Pride Week

events, you’ll be inspired to

volunteer or work with us in

other ways.  For more infor-

mation on how you can get

involved in Boston Pride and

InterPride, please go to

www.Bostonpride.org and

www.interpride2012.org.

Enjoy the Pride Kick off, Pa-

rade, Festival, and Block Par-

ties, and we hope you join us

with our mission after Pride

Week!

Human Rights From Page 6

“In the past year, we have embarked on a
human rights listening tour around the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and

we’ve learned a lot from members of the
community from Northampton to the

South Shore to Boston about what social
issues continue to concern you.” 
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Rye Rye from page 10

Q: You have collaborated
with international superstar
Robyn. What was that like
for you? 
A: It was an amazing experi-
ence! Robyn is so nice ... too
nice! She's amazing and of
course she's been in the
game for a while so she
knows exactly what to say if
you have any questions. 

Q: How does the LGBT com-
munity fit into what you rep-
resent as an artist?
A: I'm a different artist and
I'm not afraid to be me ... of
course the gay community
gets judged a lot and I love
that they can be themselves
and not give an eff! I think
that's the biggest thing we’re
not afraid to be us no matter
how different it is and we just
do us thinking about fun first!

Q: What was it like to be the
first artist signed to M.I.A.’s
record label? How did that

impact your career?
A: It's done a lot for me. I'm
here now because of it! Not
saying I wouldn't have been
here without that because

you never know, but yeah it
changed my life in so many
ways.  I’m much more mature
now, and I got the opportu-
nity to put out an amazing
album and a bunch of other
amazing things I've been
doing! 

Q: Who, or what, is your in-
spiration for both your

unique style and your sound?
A: My sound, I'm just inspired
by a bunch of Baltimore DJs &
party music in general!
M.I.A’s style kinda rubbed off

on me after her dressing me a
lot, but now I evolved into my
own style.

Q: The theme of Boston Pride
this year is “30 Years of
Worldwide Pride Move-
ment.”  Is this message of
solidarity one that you can
relate to? If so, how? 
A: I'm not sure if it means

that's the amount of years
the movement been standing
strong or if that's what
they’re aiming for? I’m going
with the first one because I
know they want this forever
and my audience is mainly
gay so I support them 100
percent.

Q: What can your fans ex-
pect from your Boston Pride
performance, and what
would you like to say to
them? 
A: They can expect me to
serve as usual! High energy,
great dancing, bossy fun
lyrics, high fashion gritty bass
& just real “Life!” I just wanna
tell them to keep it cute
[smiles].

For the latest updates on
Rye Rye, check out www.ry-
eryemusic.com. Don’t forget
to pick up a copy of her debut
album, Go! Pop! Bang! avail-
able now.

UP To The MINUTe deTAILS AT: www.BoSToNPrIde.org

“… but it shows that being a
girl from the hood you can
still make it by just being

yourself and not having to
be exposed as a sex 

symbol!” 
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By: Emily Scagel/TRT Reporter

e
dgy and emotional
singer/songwriter Lau-
ren Bateman will be
rocking Boston Pride

this year. Quitting her job as a
scientist to become a star,
there is no stopping this dedi-
cated and determined musi-
cian. Since playing her first
show in Boston in 2006
armed with only her guitar
and PA, her sound has now
evolved into a full-band expe-
rience that is sure to delight
and captivate. 

Q: What can fans expect
from your new album?
A: This album digs a little
more into my rock roots. I am
highly influenced by artists
like Pat Benatar, Melissa
Etheridge, Stevie Nicks and
Brandi Carlile, so that energy
comes out in this album. I did
not have a band for my first
album, so this new release
sounds very cohesive and
tight. I have gotten a lot of

great feedback from listeners
saying that they love the
mood and rocking feel of the
album. I am happy that peo-
ple are really digging it.

Q: How did you decide to
pursue a career in music,
after previously being em-
ployed as a research scien-
tist? What was that
transition like for you?
A: I originally worked for a
pharmaceutical company in
cancer research. I am a can-
cer survivor myself, so I
thought it was a good calling
for me. I really enjoyed the
work; it’s just music spoke to
me more. I went on a cruise
that hosted many musicians
like the Indigo Girls, Patti Grif-
fin, Shawn Mullins and other
great artists. It was an amaz-
ing experience. I even got to
perform for my idol, Brandi
Carlile, which was probably
the most nervous I have ever
been performing. I was so
moved by this experience
that when I got home, I knew

I had to do music for the rest
of my life. I could seriously do
music 12-16 hours a day and
never get bored. It never
feels like work to me and
that's how you know you
made the right decision.
It was not a hard transition to
make. It was deciding that
that's the direction I was
going to take with my life that

was tough. I was going to
move from a great job with
amazing benefits to being a
full-time musician. Some peo-
ple tried to convince me oth-
erwise, but it was the best
decision I have made in my
life, other than picking up a
guitar.

See Bateman On Page 22
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Determined Bateman: Lesbian
cancer survivor turned music star  
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Bateman From Page 20

Q: The theme of Boston Pride
this year is “30 Years of
Worldwide Pride Move-
ment.”  What does that
statement mean to you?
A:  This statement means a
lot to me. It means I
got to grow up in a
world that was a lot
more tolerable of
gay and lesbian cul-
ture. Things have
even come further
along since I was in
high school. It
means that I get to
be an artist open
about my sexuality
and not worry that
people are judging. I
am sure there will
still be people judg-
ing me, but I can be
who I am and sing
about what I want
and it is very free-
ing.  

Q: How does the LGBT com-
munity fit into what you rep-
resent as an artist?
A: I love working with LGBT
groups. As a lesbian artist, I

appreciate the support from
the community and think it is
important to have figures like
myself, even if I am not super
famous, out there saying,
“Hey this is who I am. Take it
or leave it.” I think it is also
good for people to feel like

they have an artist that truly
understands them and con-
nects with them on that level.
It is a very different experi-
ence when performing for
the LGBT community. You just

know how much people ap-
preciate and respect you.

Q: Besides playing at Boston
Pride, what else do you have
planned for this year? 
A: The band and I cannot wait
to start promoting the new

album. We have an
amazing show com-
ing up at the Middle
East Upstairs in Cam-
bridge on August
11th with the band
Cahill. I have seen
perform many times
and I am honored to
grace the stage with
them. We will also
be playing the Rain-
bow Riverfest in
Holyoke, MA on
Sept. 22nd which is
always a fun time. 

Check out
www.laurenbate-
man.com for show
dates and other in-

formation, including a free
download of a song from her
new album when you join the
mailing list. 

“ It is a very different
experience when 

performing for the 
LgBT community. 

You just know how 
much people 

appreciate and 
respect you.”
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By: Emily Scagel/TRT Reporter

I
nternational sensation
Kerli came to the United
States when she was
only 18. Her single

“Army of Love” hit #1 on the
Billboard Dance/Club charts
only a few years later. What is
unique about her? She daz-
zles the crowd with her
unique style and sound, and
was hand-picked by Tim Bur-
ton to be featured on the
soundtrack “Almost Alice.”
Kerli interacts directly with
her ever-growing fan base,
called “Moon Children,”
through her partnership with
the web’s largest social maga-
zine written by members for
members, buzznet.com,
which garnered 2.5 million
views in her first month
alone. Those who consider
themselves “Moon Children”
will surely expand this June at
her center stage 2012 Boston
Pride performance! 

Q: What can we expect from
your second album, due out
later this year?
A: Lots of hot beats to dance
to and lots of fragile songs to
cry to. I was inspired by the
EDM scene for the sounds
but tried to mix in some ethe-
real and fantastical elements
and put a lot of attention into
the lyrics. I wanted the lyrics
to be able to stand on their
own as a poem if you hap-
pened to read them and the
melodies to be able to stand
on their own completely if
you played the songs on a
piano. 
Half way through the album, I
stumbled on my dream team
– they're called seventy eight
and they're these amazingly
talented kids from Sweden.
We ended up doing more
than half of the album to-
gether and we'd just throw
parties in the studio while we
worked and had all our
friends over. The air is always
charged with electricity and

thick of excitement when
we're together and we're like
little kids so open to magic
that it shows up every time. I
put a lot of joy into this
album and I hope it comes
through when people listen
to it. 

Q: You have been compared
to Bjork and Annie Lennox.

How do you feel about that? 
A: These comparisons are so
flattering ’cause both of these
women are my heroes. Bjork
is my favorite artist in the
world, inspiring me with her
fearless approach to making
music but I am so inspired by
so many people. 

See Kerli on page 38

Kerli from Estonia to the U.S.:
Singer’s Courage leads to success 
Preps to blast Boston Pride this year



OFFICIAL BOSTON PRIDE GUIDE 2012 • BOSTONPRIDE.ORG • 35•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



36 • BOSTONPRIDE.ORG • OFFICIAL BOSTON PRIDE GUIDE 2012 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



OFFICIAL BOSTON PRIDE GUIDE 2012 • BOSTONPRIDE.ORG • 37•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



38 • BOSTONPRIDE.ORG • OFFICIAL BOSTON PRIDE GUIDE 2012
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Kerli From Page 34

Q: How has the move from
Estonia to the United States
impacted your career and in-
fluenced your music? What
was this like for you, being
only 18? 
A: I actually dropped out of
school when I was 16 and
started traveling and writing
music with people so I had to
learn to not really count on
anyone from a very early age.
My parents lived and still live
a very humble life in a very
small town in the woods and I
always knew that there had
to be something else I could
be experiencing. 
I moved to LA alone with two
suitcases full of books with-
out knowing anyone here—
so probably more than it di-
rectly has influenced my
music, it has influenced my
journey to who I am as a per-
son today. At this point I feel
like nothing surprises me and
there's nothing that I can't
do.

Q: Your childhood is de-
scribed as one of “tough
love.” What is the biggest

obstacle you have over-
come? How does it factor
into who you are today?
A: I guess the biggest obsta-

cle altogether is becoming
the person I want to become
against all odds. People don't
come from where I come
from and do what I do and
the only reason why that is, is

that they don't believe it's
possible. So leaving home
and being stubborn enough
to just keep going every time

it seemingly wasn't working
out, being a teenager in a city
where you don't really know
anyone and have not much
else than faith—it makes you
tough.

Q: How does the LGBT com-
munity fit into what you rep-
resent as an artist?
A: I just believe in love and
can't stand injustice or dis-
crimination towards any liv-
ing thing. So the LGBT
community has my undying
support.

Q: Having performed at
pride events around the
country, what can we expect
from your Boston Pride per-
formance? 
A: You can expect some fun
outfits and all my energy. I
love playing prides cause the
vibe is free and non-judg-
mental. See you guys there! 

Kerli will be performing on
the main stage at Boston
Pride. For more information
about her upcoming album
and other projects, please
visit www.kerlimusic.com. 

“ ... the biggest obstacle al-
together is becoming the
person I want to become
against all odds. People
don't come from where I
come from and do what I

do and the only reason why
that is, is that they don't be-

lieve it's possible.”

For all the juicy details

just in time for Pride:

BoSToNPrIde.org



OFFICIAL BOSTON PRIDE GUIDE 2012 • BOSTONPRIDE.ORG • 39•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



40 • BOSTONPRIDE.ORG • OFFICIAL BOSTON PRIDE GUIDE 2012 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

congratulates the GLBT community on 
Pride Week 2012 and will continue working 

towards a community free from discrimination.
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• Records of same-sex rela-

tionships have been found in

nearly every culture through-

out history with varying de-

grees of acceptance?

• The first lesbian organiza-

tion in the United States was

formed in 1955. Called the

Daughters of Bilitis, it was

founded in San Francisco by

Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon? 

• In 1987, Delta Airlines apol-

ogized for arguing in plane

crash litigation that it should

pay less in compensation for

the life of a gay passenger

than for a heterosexual one

because he may have had

AIDS? 

• More than 70% of the thou-

sands of calls to the 24/7

Trevor Lifeline (a national or-

ganization that provides crisis

intervention and suicide pre-

vention to the LGBTQ com-

munity) come from the

southern and central regions

of the United States? 

• The planet Mercury is a

symbol used by the transgen-

dered community? The sign

for Mercury is a crescent

shape and a cross, which rep-

resents the male and female

principles in harmony in an

individual. Additionally, the

god Mercury fathered Her-

maphroditus, who had both

male and female sex organs!

• In 1948, the Kinsey Institute

published its groundbreaking

study of sexual behavior in

American men? Kinsey’s re-

search helped foster a sense

of community and self-accep-

tance among homosexuals. 

• In 1629, the Virginia Court

recorded the first instance of

gender ambiguity among the

American colonists? A ser-

vant named Thomas/Thoma-

sine Hall is officially declared

by the governor to be both “a

man and a woman” and or-

dered to wear articles of each

sex’s clothing. 

• The first published piece

about homosexuality by an

African American writer is the

short story “Smoke, Lilies and

Jade” by Bruce Nugent? 

• The first U.S. lesbian maga-

zine was titled Vice Versa and

was written by the pseudony-

mous Lisa Ben (an anagram

for “lesbian”)? 

• In 1968, Dr. John Money

performed the first complete

male-to-female sex-change

operation in the United

States at Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity? 

• Gilbert Baker, also known as

the “Gay Betsy Ross,” de-

signed the rainbow flag, or

Pride Flag, in San Francisco in

1978. The flag is the most

prominent symbol of lesbian

and gay pride. The colors,

red, orange, yellow, green,

blue, indigo, and violet repre-

sent sexuality, life, healing,

the Sun, nature, art, har-

mony, and the spirit, respec-

tively. 

• A lavender rhinoceros has

been often used to signify the

lesbian community? A rhinoc-

eros was chosen because it is

generally docile, but when it

is provoked, it can become fe-

rocious. Lavender is often

used to represent the GLBT

community, because it is a

mixture of red and blue,

which represents the female

and male principles, respec-

tively. 

• Hitler first curtailed, then

prevented, and finally perse-

cuted German homosexuals

between 1933 and 1945.

LGBT Facts You May Not
Know About: Did You
Know That …

See LGBT 0n Page 49
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made international headlines
in 2009 for coming out as a
sophomore in college and for
advocating tolerance in pro-
fessional sports.  Burke,
whose hometown is Canton,
Massachusetts and who grad-
uated from Xaverian High
School in Westwood, Massa-
chusetts, was killed in a car
crash in 2010.
Burke’s fa-
ther,
Brian, is
general
manager of
the Toronto
Maple Leafs and of the US
Olympic Hockey Team and
USA Hockey established the
“Brendan Burke Scholarship”
in his honor.  His brother
Patrick Burke has established
the nonprofit You Can Play, to
ensure equality, respect and
safety for all athletes, without
regard to sexual orientation.

“We are excited that Fast
Freddy and the Massachu-
setts Transgender Political

Coalition will be the Grand
Marshals of the 2012 Boston
Pride Parade,” said Linda De-
Marco, president of Boston
Pride.  “Fast Freddy, a strong
voice for our community on
the radio airwaves and a vol-
unteer supporter of many
nonprofits in our community,
is a great choice by our sup-

porters
and
he’ll
bring a
lot of

energy
to the parade.  As a

committee, we wanted to
honor the work of MTPC,
who worked tirelessly and pa-
tiently to pass the Transgen-
der Equal Rights Bill, which is
an important milestone for
the community.  We are also
pleased to be honoring the
legacy of Brendan Burke,
whose courageous decision
to come out has set an exam-
ple for young athletes around
the country.”  

Marshals From Page 11
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CASPAR,
proudly serving 
the LGBT community!
If you know someone who needs help with recovery from 
alcohol or substance abuse, we are here to help!

CAMBRIDGE AND SOMERVILLE PROGRAM FOR ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG REHABILITATION

www.casparinc.org • 617-628-3850  

• In 1984, Berkeley, California,

became the first city in the

United States to extend domes-

tic partnership benefits to les-

bian and gay city employees?

• The ancient Greeks did not

have terms that indicated a di-

chotomy between “heterosex-

ual” and “homosexual?”

Instead, the distinction in an-

cient Greek sexual relations was

who would take a passive or ac-

tive role. The most common

form of same-sex love was be-

tween an older male, the

erastes, who acted as a mentor,

lover, and model for a younger

boy, the eromenos. It was be-

lieved that male-to-male sex

gave a source of knowledge and

that it would pass wisdom from

the erastes to the eromenos.

• The entire species of the

dwarf chimpanzee is bisexual?

Lions have also exhibited homo-

sexual behavior. Homosexual

behavior has been observed in

1,500 animal species and is

most widespread among ani-

mals with a complex herd life. d

• The Harlem Renaissance was

not only a seminal moment in

African American history, but it

also was a significant moment in

the history of gay African Ameri-

cans? Both black lesbians and

gay men played a crucial role in

the literary and musical renais-

sance that made Harlem famous

in the 1920s.

• While lesbian refers only to fe-

male homosexuality, the term

“gay” can refer to all members

of the LGBTQ community? Some

argue that the term “homosex-

ual” should be avoided because

the word refers only to sexual

behavior rather than complex

human romantic feelings. c

For most of the twentieth cen-

tury, many researchers associ-

ated homosexuality with

upbringing? Freud, for example,

postulated that overprotective

mothers and distant fathers con-

tributed to male homosexuality. 

LBGT From Page 46
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Check “The Rainbow Times,” when filling out, if you saw this via a TRT ad like this one!
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   Boston   
Stephen J. Murphy

esident City Council Pr   e
Stephen J. Murphy

esident

Happy Pride Week
2012
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