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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
Jason Lydon’s story on the military and 

how education is vital to inform our youth 
to the reality of being in the military and 
the lies the government tells them was ex-
cellent. I checked out the American Friends 
Service Committee and its website was 
valuable to read. It did not only inform about 
Youth Militarism, but about LGBT Rights 
and Recognition. Its site is www.afsc.org. 
Thank you for the information and for try-
ing to bring a different message to us.

—Matthew J., Cambridge, MA

Dear Editor,
I think that the Rainbow Times is the best 

GLBT paper I’ve seen in a long time. It’s so 
full of all things GLBT and as a gay man I 
always read it all, the lesbian, trans and even 
bi stories. It hits home and it focuses on pos-
itive and controversial stories. It’s informa-
tive and entertaining and it’s run by lesbians 
who know how to appeal to all of us. My 
best friend, a trans man, tells me the same 
and I wanted to share it with TRT’s man-
agement. Looking forward to more things 
TRT for the next year.

—Brandon S., Northampton, MA

Dear Editor,
I found the Trans story that showcased Dr. 

Marci Bowers enlightening. I didn’t know 
how many more troubles our trans friends 
and family truly endure. I also see how the 
gender labels affect us all and I think that 
Tynan Power’s coverage of this story truly 
brings those issues home.

—Marjorie P., Providence, RI

By: suzan ambrose*/TRT Columnist 

8billion buckaroos.
That’s what was spent last 

year in the USA on … you 
guess. Health care? Roads? Recov-
ering missing Bush administration emails? No, 
believe it or not, the answer is cosmetics.

What’s a girl/guy/trannie to do after being 
bombarded by so many advertisements on why 
one should cover their face with makeup? And 
what’s wrong with the ones we have, anyways?

It’s a serious stain on our societal morass when 
we never feel that who we are is … enough. 
Young girls begin their preteen years learning to 
put makeup on their Barbie heads so they can 
begin the process themselves as soon as pos-
sible. And we all know women who wouldn’t be 
caught dead in public without “their face.”  

Cover up, Cover Girl … because if you believe 
what the talking box tells you, to be truly beau-
tiful one must have: longer lashes, silkier hair, 
brighter teeth, smaller waists, tinier feet, bigger 
breasts, plumper lips … well, you get the point.

 And don’t forget to hide those laugh lines … 
I mean, wrinkles. Like you should be ashamed 
that you’ve spent a lot of your life laughing and 
smiling!

The paradox is that when we are young, we 
spend countless hours wishing we could look/be 
older—for all the privileges it comes with, like 
drinking, smoking and clubbing. But as we age, 
many of us only wish to recapture the glory days 

of our early years, in which those 
same vices may have damaged our 
chance of a youthful appearance. 
We are pressured by society/the me-
dia/ourselves to look a certain way.  

And does that ever apply to our community!
Because being young-looking equates to be-

ing healthy, vibrant and desirable.  Makeup, I’ve 
been told, often makes one feel pretty, sexy, de-
sirable. But as we age, is there enough make-up 
to cover up the sins of our lives?

About 400,000 lesbians and gays are turn-
ing 50 every year. We’re supposed to be going 
green, but many of us are “going gray.” How are 
we handling it?

Ageism is a huge issue amongst us. Many of us 
already know how it is to see the first “crinkle” 
develop or pull that one (or 30) stray gray out, 
as we notice the changes of getting older. Some-
thing that is completely normal and revered in so 
many cultures … but not ours.

Last I checked, we are all inevitably growing 
older, but does that mean we have to get old? 
Why is there such fear to be the age we truly 
are? How did it happen that being 25+ meant 
the end of fun or who’s hot? And what is the 
fear we have in our own community about aging 
or the judgments we’ve all perpetuated … how 
someone’s ass looks in jeans or how their breasts 
aren’t even, or real. Are we so shallow that mak-
ing an appointment for a little nip-n-tuck is

See 8 Billion on page 4

The Controversial Couch
Lie back and listen. Then get up and do something!

happy new year: looking ahead in 2010
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By: tetty gorfine*/TRT Columnist 
Hello Tetty:
My partner and I have been together for a 

while. With the holidays upon us we are experi-
encing some problems about our families and 
where to go. We are both close to our families 
and each of us wants to be with our own. I also 
want to be with her. I might be willing to go 
with her, but her family does not approve of our 
relationship and they don’t want me there. My 
partner doesn’t argue with them and it feels they 
are being chosen over me. I don’t know how to 
handle this situation. Can you help please? 

Thank you very much. —CJ

Hi CJ:
This is a very good question. You are far from 

the only couple experiencing this kind of stress 
during this full and sometimes intense holiday 

time. Negotiating family 
relationships can be a 
struggle not only for 
gay, lesbian and trans 
couples, but heterosexu-
al couples as well.

There are so many 
different things that can 
interplay around the 
holidays. People want 
to be with those they 
love. Love and loyalty to 
different family members 
can make it difficult to 
know with whom to 
spend their time. Then 
there can be pressures and expectations of family 
members who want their loved ones around. 

See C’mon Out on page 17

c’mon out – Just ask! advice column

tetty gorfine

2010 resolutions: genitals can be deceiving
By: Jayson lydon/TRT Opinion Writer

A friend of mine recently told 
me that the two articles I 
have written for TRT thus 
far have been a little too re-

actionary to the mainstream gay and 
lesbian movement. Indeed I think he 
is right. It can be so easy to write end-
less articles about how I think mar-
riage is the wrong campaign, how hate 
crimes legislation is oppressive, or 
why repealing DADT is a waste of our 
time. One of my New Year’s resolu-
tions is to not only be Miss Negative 

Nelly, but also to remember to offer some re-
flections on dreams about building a stronger 
revolutionary queer/trans/LBG movement.

Even though I am writing this on December 
30th, which happens to be my birthday, I’m 
going to start this positive reflections resolu-
tion early (though certainly not the resolution 

about giving up 
sugar, that can 
come on Sat-
urday, bring on 
the brownies!)  
Like most last 
minute writers 
for a January 
column, I am 
going to of-
fer some New 
Year’s resolu-
tions for all of us to consider. Feel free to take 
what you would like, turn your nose up at some, 
or simply laugh at my proposals. In no particular 
order here are some suggestions for how we can 
make our communities a little more excitingly 
loving and welcoming in 2010: 

1. Take time to write a postcard or letter to
someone locked up in prison. There are multiple

See Deceiving on page 5
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Jayson lydon

By: gricel m. ocasio & 
nicole c. lashomb/TRT Publisher & 
Editor-in-Chief, respectively

A new year, a new decade and 
a new hope for more rights—
those are the wishes we pass 

on to you, the avid readers of The 
Rainbow Times. With such words, 
we also try to engage our allies be-
cause we need your support as much 
or perhaps more than we have in pre-
vious years. Although we have gay 
marriage in Massachusetts, we still 
face ignorance in many of our small 
towns and surrounding communities. 
And, while we are not the cause of 
many of the problems, we are often 
the scapegoat for them. We propose 
that we continue to use education as 
the tool to reach our communities, 
especially the communities of color. 
We are committed to continuing to 
reach all of our communities wholly, 

but understand that there are inherent differ-
ences in what is faced and how queerness is 
seen by the families and friends of LGBT 
people of color.

As members of the Latin community (one 
inherent and one through marriage), we have 
felt and witnessed what naïve comments can 
do to hurt our youth—to hurt others. If you are 
a member of this community and know some-
one from the LGBT community of color, try 
to understand that it is different to a degree, 

but that we are all together in this boat. By un-
derstanding small differences, we can rejoice 
in our commitment to move past color, ethnic-
ity, creed, etc. This is something that is worth 
working for, for we must advocate for under-
standing all members of our diverse LGBT 
communities in MA, RI, CT, and VT—per-
haps even beyond. 

On reflecting upon 2009, TRT has seen 
growth even through such a recession thanks 
to all of our supporters. We are committed to 
delivering the same quality publication to you 
this new year and we will do so with the same 
level of respect, commitment, dedication and 
admiration that we have for you—our devoted 
readers. TRT will continue to be available on-
line and via its printed edition. We are still a 
monthly publication, but this New Year may 
also see the advent of TRT as a biweekly, as 
originally intended. You have placed us sol-
idly as one of your LGBT publications of pref-
erence. We commend the work that our people 
do, and we applaud the continuous success of 
other LGBT publications as well. By contact-
ing our advertisers, buying from their services, 
inquiring about their products and even just 
calling them to thank them for their support, 
you have grown TRT—your TRT. Happy 
New Year!

In solidarity,

Gricel M.Ocasio
           Nicole C.Lashomb&
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Faith, Family, and God
Having time to share with others, give of oneself

By: Paul P. Jesep*/TRT Columnist

“The best gift is time,” he de-
clared on my voice mail. “We 
expect you at our Christmas 

Eve open-house.” Last month’s col-
umn, “Fearless Giving,” about the best 
presents during the holiday season 
overlooked the obvious – the greatest 
gift of all is self.  

Money, property, or other items, un-
like illusive time, can be replaced. Even 
gold, jewels, dollars, or chocolate can’t 
buy it back. This especially applies to 
charity. Although it is very important 
to donate when the budget allows, giv-
ing of self is the ultimate sacrifice.

Teaching someone to read is more 
important than cutting a check. Sitting 
down and talking with a homeless fam-
ily at a shelter underscores their dignity 
that the almighty dollar cannot. Listen-
ing to the pressures faced by a colleague 
or co-worker, even though they can be 
extraordinarily annoying, is mightier 
than the greenback. It shows that you 
have been true to your Creation as the 
Creator intended.     

Sometimes you do things simply because 
they’re important to someone. In doing so, they 
become important to you. On December 24th, I 
left my office and schlepped across the Hudson 
to visit John, Jason, and their happy, energetic, 
and very talkative canine children, Chloe, Os-
car, and Jack who provided many, many, many 

unsolicited sloppy wet kisses. By the way, this 
solitary soul usually prefers the grace, compan-
ionship, and dignified majesty of cats.  

Jason and John warmly welcomed me at the 
door into their beautifully decorated home be-
fore the start of the holiday fest in a few hours. 
Home decorations included three marvelous 
holiday trees. All had white lights with tasteful 
ornaments. One green tree had a nautical theme 
and the other had delicate glass acorns, crystal 
balls, etc. Bright red satin balls graced the el-
egant white tree over the stairway.  

Jason and I sat on counter stools where, like 
any self-respecting Jewish mother, he pushed 
scrumptious holiday cookies. I ate one, closed 
my eyes in ecstasy to chew, and successfully re-
sisted the others. John stood expertly wrapping 
presents with military precision.  

The puppy-dogs, about 30-40 pounds each, 
charged from their cozy pen to greet me like 
three bouncing Tiggers. After jumping and kiss-
ing they happily wagged their tails and inducted 
me into their pack.  Meow. They looked at me 
with adorable brown eyes anticipating that I 
would share the buttery delights. I was, so they 
thought, now one of them.  I didn’t give in.  Santa 
would bring them a couple of brightly wrapped 
packages of tasty, heart-healthy, teeth-cleaning 
dog treats the next day. Purrrr-fect.      

Despite Jason, and especially John’s efforts 
to get me to stay longer using guilt, a useless 
emotion, I took my leave. I’ve stopped doing 
things because of courtesy, protocol, or because 
someone will be annoyed if I don’t. I often will 
do something when it is genuinely important to 

someone. 
I’m grateful for an invitation. It’s an honor to 

be remembered regarding a dinner, social event, 
or special occasion. On the other hand, I don’t 
take what’s left of my time on earth for granted. 
It’s particularly precious now that I celebrate an-
nual 39th birthdays. There’s a lot to do before 
I fertilize a maple tree, sunflower field, or have 
my ashes scattered somehow in the holy land 

(Lincoln Center).  
Make the most of the New Year. Find the time 

to share if it is important to someone.  May you 
and your family be blessed with joy, peace, suc-
cess, and happiness!  

* Paul is an author, attorney, and a seminary 
trained, ordained priest in greater Albany, NY. 
He may be reached at Dilovod@aol.com.

In
 th

e 
N

am
e 

of
 G

od

8 Billion from page 4
considered a funny side conversation at dinner?

And for those amongst us who aren’t open-
minded to aging, I have 4 words for you: “Oh, 
you will be!”

Our society, unfortunately, values the illu-
sion of looking good on the outside vs. really 
being healthy. And we see this everywhere, 
from tanning salons to Botox gift certificates 
in our stockings.

But still, fear grips us. Our own self-worth 
is wrapped up in how others see us … a true 
black hole when one is a lesbian, gay, bi or 
trans individual.

And haven’t we come so far, crossed so 
many barriers, only to find ourselves unable to 
deal with the reality of aging without angst?

In the spirit of the New Year, here are my 
thoughts and predictions for the future:

• Make-up, an expensive and unnecessary 
mask on the human body, will be relegated 
to the levels of tobacco and will only be used 
when one is a clown.

• Flannel and chamois shirts will become 
fashionable again in the lesbian community; in 
fact, I’m starting the trend.

• Botox and cosmetic surgery will be de-
scribed as barbaric savagery in less than 50 
years (Can anyone say “Cher”?)

• Gay men will continue to look, dress and 
smell better than their straight counterparts. 
(Not hard to call that one).

Don’t be fooled into thinking that you have 
to dye your hair, wear tight Abercrombie & 
Finch muscle shirts or be seen partying at the 
clubs until 3 am like you used to or be viewed 
as passé. If we can just be at peace with our-
selves as we dress, look and act our age, what-
ever it is, we will always be beautiful. Make no 
mistake about it. And there’s no need to cover 
that up.

* Suzan Ambrose is often seen wearing 
designer flannel while snowshoeing in the 
Mt. Tom area when she’s not writing diligently 
for The Rainbow Times.
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For nearly 15 years, The 
Kinsey Sicks, America’s 
Favorite Dragapella Beau-
tyshop Quartet, have served 
up a feast of music and 
comedy to audiences across 
the United States and in-
ternationally. Combining 
award-winning a cappella 
singing, sharp satire and 
over-the-top drag, they 
have drawn the attention 
and devotion of unexpect-
edly diverse audiences.

The Kinsey Sicks began 
in 1993 as a group of friends 
who went to a Bette Midler 
concert in San Francisco 
dressed as the Andrews Sis-
ters. Assuming they’d be 
among many drag queens, 
they found themselves to be the only ones (other 
than Bette, of course). They were approached 
that night to perform at an upcoming event. 
Their reply—“we don’t sing”—was quickly 
disproved when they realized that all of them 
had musical backgrounds. They began singing 
and harmonizing that night, and the seed for The 
Kinsey Sicks was planted.

The Kinsey Sicks founders were a group of 
refugees from successful careers as professionals 
and activists. Original member Ben Schatz (“Ra-
chel”) is a Harvard-trained civil rights lawyer, 
former Director of the national Gay and Lesbian 
Medical Association, and one-time presidential 

advisor on HIV issues. Irwin Keller (“Winnie”) 
is a University of Chicago-trained lawyer and 
linguist and former director of the AIDS Legal 
Referral Panel of the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Keller authored Chicago’s gay rights ordinance, 
passed into law in 1989. In 2004, the KINSEY 
SICKS were joined by actor/singer/designer Jeff 
Manabat, who is responsible for Trixie’s inordi-
nate glamour and soaring counter-tenor, as well 
as the entire group’s hot couture. The hilarious 
and talented Spencer Brown joined the group in 
2008 as (“Trampolina”), a Kansas City-based 
actor and singer, already known for his drag 
character Daisy Bucket (pronounced, of course, 
“bouquet”).

The Kinsey Sicks will perform at CityStage 
Springfield January 21 – 23. For tickets call 
(413) 788-7033.

the kinsey sicks performs at citystage
america’s favorite dragapella Beautyshop Quartet comes to springfield

Lesbian Best Sellers
 1.  Girl Seeks Girl 

– Chica Busca Chica
 2. The L Word Final Season
 3.  Steam - the Movie
 4. I Can’t Think Straight
 5. Traing Rules
 6.  She Likes Girls 4:  

Tomboys and Tough Girls
 7. Ghosted
 8.  Itty Bitty Titty Committee
 9. Drool
 10. Blood on the Flat Track

Gay Best Sellers
 1. Hollywood Je taime
 2.  The Butch Factor
 3. Pageant
 4.  Eating Out 3: 

All You Can Eat
 5. Little Ashes
 6.  Redwoods
 7. Half-Life
 8. Breakfast with Scot
 9. Were the World Mine
 10. Mr. Right

the month’s best selling videos
courtesy: wolfevideo.com

 Deceiving from page 2
places where you can find names and profiles 
of people from our queer/trans family who 
are locked up.  Check out www.prisonercor-
respondenceproject.com and www.blackand-
pink.org. People who are locked up need our 
support and care!

2. Get to know some of the people who 
work at The Network/La Red or Gay Men’s 
Domestic Violence Project. Let’s talk openly 
and honestly about abuse within our relation-
ships. It can be scary to do but when we do it 
honestly we have so much potential to help 
each other out.  

3. Have really great sex! Can you let go of 
some of your body image issues this year? 
Can you try that hot kinky thing you’ve want-
ed to do that you’ve been embarrassed about? 
Have sex with your long term lover or some 
anonymous hottie you met out and about. Do 
not assume what someone’s genitals look 
like, men can have cu&#$ and women can 
have co@&$. Have great sex and remember 
that consent is sexy!

4. If you go out dancing try going up to 
someone you don’t know and include them 
in your dancing group. Get out on the dance 
floor, step it up hard, and sweat till the doors 
close at 2:00 a.m.  If you “don’t dance,” push 
yourself to do so anyway because it feels 
good to move your body!

5. Make an effort to confront all forms of 
oppression that you see in your life. Ask your-
self, how is racism playing out in the prison 
industrial complex and what can I do about it. 
Wonder with your friends about how capital-
ism got to where it is today and why so many 
queers are buying into the exploitation of the 
market economy. After you wonder for a 
while take action to transform it.  

These are a tall order, but I hope you can 
have as much fun as I will figuring out how 
to do these things as 2010 begins a new de-
cade of queer debauchery and revolutionary 
organizing!

the kinsey sicks
PHoTo CourTesY CiTYsTage
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ask a transwoman: it is real violence happening to real people
By: lorelei erisis*/TRT Columnist 
Lorelei,

I was at the (transgender) day of remem-
brance last week and I couldn’t help feeling 
a little detached. As the names were read I 
found myself wondering if we have all become 
so desensitized to violence that we justify it un-
der certain situations. I’m sympathetic to the 
cause of remembering the dead. I’m a feminist, 
an activist, and a humanist. Despite all this I 
found myself wondering about how many peo-
ple are killed in acts of war, how many people 
are beaten in relationships that they presume 
are loving, and how many times a day we see 
violence as a commodity in western culture.  

Media and perpetual war have given us a 
standard level of violence to compare other 
acts of violence to. With the constant bom-
bardment of violent images that come to us on 
a daily basis through ads, jokes, music, and 
news footage we have all become victims of 
the justification of violence in society. When 
I heard how many transpeople were killed in 
third world countries I found myself thinking 
“you expect that kind of thing there.” When 
I caught myself justifying it, I began wonder-
ing about the complexities of violent crime. 
We have a tremendous focus on safety in this 
culture and an underlying, usually unspoken, 
puritanical belief that if the person attacked 
was sexually deviant and/or in the wrong geo-
graphical area (like Brazil, or the Deep South) 
that they somehow had it coming.

Every day we are assaulted with a mirage 

of violent images and assumptions. Seven of 
the ten top TV programs are based on violent 
crimes. Our culture has a blood lust and a si-
multaneous obsession with safety. We inten-
tionally consume violence as entertainment.  
We believe that safety is of paramount impor-
tance worth giving up any level of privacy for.  
This is madness. I think our obsession with 
violence and our Orwellian focus on safety is 
hypocritical and perverted. We fetishize and 
demonize violent acts in the same breath.

So my questions: do you know anyone per-
sonally who has been a victim of a hate crime? 
Are you worried about violence towards your 
person? If so, from whom and in what situ-
ations? What do you think women can and 
should do to stop justifying violence under any 
circumstances?  Do you watch crime shows? 
What is your take on the cultural obsession 
with violence and safety?

—Barbara G.

Lordy, that’s a lot to take in Barbara, and 
I may not be able to address all of it in the 
space I have here, but as it happens, the ques-
tion you ask is particularly relevant to my 
own experience with the Transgender Day of 
Remembrance.

It is a sad fact that as a member of a num-
ber of marginalized communities, whether it 
is the transgender community, the queer com-
munity or the kinky community, I know far 
too many people who have been the victims 
of hate crimes.  It’s easy, even discounting the 

almost institutional level of vi-
olence inherent in this society, 
to become desensitized to it.  
Too many of my friends have 
been intimidated, harassed, fol-
lowed and beaten for me to be 
able even to know how to truly 
cope with it. I hear the stories, 
I express my sympathy, anger, 
even outrage and then I have 
to kind of file it away. How 
else can I carry on? There is so 
much, I am often numb to it.

I attended a Transgender 

Day of Remembrance observance at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Society Meeting House in 
Amherst. It was not the first one I’ve attended 
and I doubt it will be the last. Usually I hear 
the names and it saddens me. These are my 

people—my family. 
But, still I am discon-
nected from them. 
They are just names 
to me. It somehow 
doesn’t surprise me 
when I hear of trans-
folks being killed in 
some faraway place 
like Brazil or some 
less than progressive 
locale in the middle 
of this country.  

As I was reading 
the list of names though a place name jumped 
out at me. East Hollywood—my old neighbor-
hood. A transgender woman named Paulina 
Ibarra had been brutally stabbed to death in 
her own apartment.  

My old neighborhood. My own neighbor-
hood. The tears welled up and I began to sob 
shudderingly.  

We fool ourselves when we think, “It can’t 
happen here.”  

East Hollywood has a large transgender 
population. Transgender women go to L.A. 
from all over. It seems like it ought to be a 
“safe haven” for transgender folks. It’s a large, 
diverse, culturally cosmopolitan city, the 
home of the entertainment industry, famously 
open-minded.

I did not know Paulina, at least not necessar-
ily. But, I would see all of the other transgender 
women in my neighborhood as I was out and 
about and even when we did not know each 
other, we saw each other. When we passed 
each other in the street or rode the bus down 
Santa Monica Blvd., there was almost always 
some kind of acknowledgment. Whether it was 
a nod, a word of greeting, or just a brief mo-
ment of eye-contact, there was the unspoken 
message, “I see you, we are sisters.”

Seeing these other transgender women in 

and around the neighborhood always made me 
feel just a little bit safer; a little bit more okay. 
I was not alone.

Paulina could easily have been one of these 
women that I saw every day. I have no way of 
knowing. We may even have spoken. I would 
often say hello and introduce myself. I’m like 
that.

Suddenly, it wasn’t just a name on a list. It 
was a person. They all were. Whether in Los 
Angeles or Argentina or Arkansas, they were 
my sisters. This is not the violence we see on 
television, it is real violence happening to real 
people. The transwomen whose names are on 
the list of the dead were PEOPLE who have 
lost their lives simply because they dared to be 
themselves. And if it can happen to them, it can 
happen to us. It can happen to me.

That is the reason we must remember the 
names, must never forget. That is the reason 
we must not allow ourselves to be lulled into 
complacency by the sheer, overwhelmingly 
prevalent levels of violence in our entertain-
ment and on the news. We cannot afford to 
be numb, not while we struggle for protection 
under the law. Not while a single transperson 
remains unsafe simply because of whom we 
are and how we chose to present ourselves.

And, yes Barbara, I do also worry about vio-
lence towards my own person and especially 
towards the people who love me and support 
me, especially my family and friends.

You will not be surprised to know that my 
outspokenness has won me some dangerous 
enemies. Almost as soon as I arrived back here 
on the East Coast and began to open my very 
loud, big mouth, I found myself on the radar of 
at least two of our local Massachusetts based 
Hate Groups. I won’t give them the publicity 
of naming them and to be honest it was cer-
tainly an indicator that I was obviously doing 
something right, but it is nonetheless scary. 
There are people who hate us simply because 
we make them uncomfortable. We challenge 
their comfy ideas of how the world ought to 
be. They are dangerous. And they hate me

See Real People on page 16

transactivism: coexist with your surroundings without fear or shame
By: deja nicole greenlaw/
TRT Opinion Writer 

Happy New Year! Yes, yet an-
other year is upon us and we 
are already entering our second 

decade of the 2000s! As I look back 
at all the New Years that I’ve seen, I 
am amazed at how much things have 
changed for the better for all of us in 
the LBGT community, and yes, even 
for the T segment! Many Ts are com-
ing out these days and many of them 
choose to be out and proud. This is a 
far cry from even 10 years ago when 
hardly anyone chose to be visibly out. 
The closets were everywhere, wheth-
er in the Cross Dresser’s closet or the 
full time stealth closet. Being Trans-
gender was definitely not the thing “to 
be” back then. Most of us were very, 
very ashamed that we were Transgen-
der. We were so careful about being 
Trans that we continually covered our 
tracks so that no one could ever find 
out about us as our lives would be ru-
ined forever! “Whaaat?? You want to 
be a woman (man)!! What the heck is 
wrong with you?? You need help and 
get away from me you weirdo!!” We 
were truly scared of being discovered. 

All the time, how-
ever, we had no idea 
that we were not the 
only ones who felt 
this way.

I remember my 
childhood/teen hood 
years and my new 
year’s resolutions 
back then. I was 
soooo deep in my 
closet that I was, as 
my girlfriend Laura 
would say, subter-
ranean. Frightened to the bone about being 
caught wearing female clothes and thinking 
about being female was my ongoing daily 
struggle. Every single day I had to deal with 
these issues. I knew that I could never talk to 
anyone about this back then. To do so would 
surely lead to therapist visits and most likely 
electro-shock treatments, not to mention the 
embarrassment, guilt and shame of wanting to 
be “the other gender.” What would my fam-
ily members say? What would my friends say? 
What would the other kids at school say? What 
would the townspeople say? I would be put in 
a class by myself and no one would want to 
even talk to me. My life would be ruined!

Back then I was thought of as a child/teen 

that consistently got good grades and would 
have a bright future working in the white-
collar world. I played Little League baseball, 
joined the Cub Scouts, the Boy Scouts and I 
was even an altar boy in the Catholic Church! 
I was never a problem back then. Nothing but 
good things awaited me. How could I mess 
this “perfect” life up? There was no way that I 
could let anyone ever know that I had gender 
issues! I had to somehow stop this “unusual 
behavior” and therefore my number one reso-
lution for every year was to simply stop wear-
ing female clothes. I thought that it would nip 
it right in the bud; if I simply stopped cross-
dressing. It made sense to me back then. How 
wrong I was in my well intentioned solution!

Anyway, I never made it more than two 
weeks every year before I broke my resolution. 
I just couldn’t stop my obsession of wearing 
a dress and staring deep into the mirror and 
thinking about what my life would be like as a 
female. It was a pretty awfully confusing time 
back then. I just simply denied, denied, denied 
and I pushed my feminine spirit way down, 
deep into the darkest corners of my soul. The 
addition of the bad feeling of failing that I felt 
as soon as I broke my number one resolution 
every year just added failure to my issues. 
These issues were buried deeply inside me and 
were never to be let out to another single soul 

on the planet. I was scared, confused, and full 
of guilt and shame. It was total turmoil rag-
ing within me and it was totally invisible to 
the outside world. I would never let it surface 
except for those moments when I absolutely 
knew that I was alone. I am sooo glad that 
those terrible days are over!!!

But that was then and this is now and my 
New Year’s resolutions these days are much 
different! Today, I resolve to live life as who I 
am, to live my life to the fullest and enjoy my-
self as much as I can while doing so. Because 
of who I am, I will always try my best to be 
more understanding of others who are differ-
ent in any way and to be more accepting of 
these same others. I will also always try my 
best to be civil to others who do not understand 
nor accept me. My goal is to coexist with the 
rest of the world as who I am.

I believe that these resolutions of today are 
good, solid, positive, life enhancing resolu-
tions. They are sooo much better than my an-
nual old one of essentially resolving to deny 
being myself year after year as I did in my 
youth. Looking back it is truly amazing that 
I kept this all inside of me and was sharing it 
with no one. I’m glad that I got through those 
difficult years. Now I look forward to really 
living my life as who I am! Now I can truly say 
“Happy New Year!”

lorelei erisis

deja nicole greenlaw
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BOSTON, MA—Last month the 
Boston Pride Committee (BPC) an-
nounced that Keri Aulita was hired 
as the organization’s first employee 
in its 40 year history and will assume 
the position of Deputy Director on 
January 4, 2010. 

Aulita is a 10 year veteran of the 
Pride Committee. She recently served 
as Vice President of its Board of Di-
rectors. She brings with her 15 years 
of development and special event ex-
perience and has worked with some 
of the region’s largest non-profits in-
cluding AIDS Action Committee, JRI 
Health, Rogerson Communities, The 

Boston Living Center, P Flag, Youth Pride and 
Fenway Community Health.

In this newly created position, Aulita will 
oversee the organization’s overall functioning 
including coordinating Pride Week activities, 
cultivating corporate partnerships, developing 
new educational and human rights program-
ming, generating event revenue, working with 
community groups and agencies, and manag-
ing the committee’s media relations.

“I am honored and thrilled to be able to tran-
sition into this new role with an organization 
that I have cared so deeply about for so many 
years,” says Aulita.

“Now that our extensive search is over, we’re 
all revved up to move into this new phase and 

begin planning our upcoming 40th anniversary 
Pride celebration,” explained Linda DeMarco, 
Boston Pride President. “Keri has been a tire-
less leader in our ranks and her fundraising 
and management skills will continue to serve 
us well and help us grow.” 

Operating since 1970, Boston Pride is an 
independent, non-profit agency that serves the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) 
community by enhancing visibility through a 
week of events each June and year-round ac-
tivities that promote LGBT awareness, digni-
ty, and understanding. For more information, 
visit www.bostonpride.org. 

BOSTON, MA—The Boston Pride Commit-
tee is pleased to announce that the Theme for 
Boston Pride 2010, per the community vote 
on www.bostonpride.org, is: “Riots to Rights 
- Celebrating 40 Years of Progress”.

“Riots to Rights - Celebrating 40 Years of 
Progress” honors the 1969 Stonewall Riots 
that commenced the modern Gay Rights move-
ment and commemorates the progress we’ve 
made as a community’s since those early days 
of the battle for equal rights. As Boston Pride 
celebrates its 40th Anniversary, we encourage 
our community to remember the brave pio-

neers before us who bravely took to the streets 
in protest and in anger, but with incredible 
hope that one day we would overcome the 
harsh shackles and restraints of hatred, bigotry 
and discrimination.

And from those early riots, rose rights and 
freedoms and progress that we slowly see 
coming to fruition. What this year’s Pride 
theme does not do, however, is pretend that 
the struggle is over. We celebrate the progress 
that has been won thus far, but also recognize 
that across the globe- from Massachusetts to 
Moscow, Puerto Rico to Uganda, Taiwan to 

Sri Lanka, and thousands of lands across the 
world- we are still not wholly free.

During Pride week, as we remember and 
reflect on how our journey started, let us all 
commit to doing our part to ensure that our re-
maining battles end in victory.

With the 2010 Theme selected, Boston Pride 
is delighted to open up nominations for Boston 
Pride Parade Marshals. Nominations forms are 
available at www.bostonpride.org/marshals.

Questions can be directed to info@boston-
pride.org or by calling the Committee’s Pride-
Line at 617-262-9405.

Boston Pride announces 2010 Theme
“Riots to Rights – Celebrating 40 Years of Progress”
Nominations for Parade Marshals open

Boston Pride hires Deputy Director
Bo

st
on

 n
ew

s
Clarification of a December 2009 TRT article

The Rainbow Times received a letter from 
J. Aleah Nesteby, NP, regarding a statement 
made in our coverage of the Baystate Transgen-
der Health conference. Nesteby wrote “In actu-
ality, the guidelines specified by the WPATH 
Standards of Care state that a patient should 
undergo a real life experience for a minimum 
of 3 months OR undergo psychotherapy before 
being deemed eligible for hormone therapy.  
Additionally, some providers use an informed 
consent model, which does not include specific 
time requirements for the “real life experience” 
or psychotherapy.” Nesteby, who is a trans-
gender health care provider who presented at 
the conference, is correct. Our article was not 
intended to provide details about the steps to 
transition, but rather to report on the conference 
as a whole and provide general information 
about what was covered. In context, our state-
ment about the “real life experience” related to 
WPATH standards and genital surgery provid-
ed by Dr. Bowers. However, this could be read 
as misleading. To be clear, WPATH standards 
require 12 months of “real life experience” for 
adults or two years for adolescents before geni-
tal surgery, while hormone treatment may begin 
after an unspecified period of psychotherapy or 
after a “real life experience” of three months for 
adults or six months for adolescents. As Nest-
eby points out, some providers use an informed 
consent model rather than strictly following the 
WPATH guidelines. It should also be noted that 
the actual transition process varies widely from 
person to person, and many do not view transi-
tion as a set of steps leading to genital surgery, 
as the WPATH model—and the article—may 
suggest. We appreciate the opportunity to clari-
fy these points raised by the article and thank J. 
Aleah Nesteby, NP, for prompting us to do so.



8 • Jan. 7, 2010 - Feb. 3, 2010 • The Rainbow Times • www.therainbowtimesnews.com

By: trystan dean*
“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and 

scattering the sheep of my pasture!” declares the 
Lord. Therefore this is what the Lord, the God 
of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my 
people: “Because you have scattered my flock 
and driven them away and have not bestowed 
care on them, I will bestow punishment on you 
for the evil you have done,” declares the Lord. 
Jeremiah 23:1.

Having just returned from a heavenly day 
spent in community with other “different” folks 
at the Transcending Boundaries Conference in 
Worcester, a day that ended with a powerful 
dramatic performance by Peterson Toscano, 
presenting his new work, “Transfigurations,” 
about the appearance of trans personalities in 
Biblical stories, I can’t help but reflect upon my 
own Christian fundamentalist roots. 

I claim a personal place within the mystical 
ground occupied by so many who are differ-
ent, who perceive the world in a different way, 
which is primarily intuition-based. I understand 
that the rational is also powerful, important, and 
necessary, as the grounding anchor and staircase 
that guides all visionaries back to the here and 
now. Finding the balance between these 2 ways 
of knowing is important and necessary.

I have been poked repeatedly by Spirit for the 
last 2 days, asking me, with an annoying and in-
creasingly insistent buzzing kind of feeling, to 
pull my NIV Bible off the bookshelf and dis-
cover a message waiting for me there.

This morning I grudgingly obliged and opened 
to Jeremiah. The verse quoted above leaped off 
the page and I felt moved and inspired to write. I 
have been thinking a lot lately about GLBT com-
munity and healing, and the recent Trans Day of 
Remembrance I attended in Amherst has helped 
clarify some ideas that have been percolating.

I was born and raised in Kansas, adopted at 
birth by very strict, and deeply dysfunctional 
Christian fundamentalist Nazarenes. My father 
was an angry, violent man with limited social 
skills and intelligence. He was raised by a vio-
lent, deeply misogynistic father who beat him 
throughout his childhood.

Misogyny left its mark on my adopted moth-
er as well. She has described her childhood as 
happy, and I believe it was, relative to the norm 
for the 1940’s, but something shaped her in a 
way that left her vulnerable to marriage with a 
dangerous, hateful man, and compelled her to 
remain as her spirit gradually warped and dimin-
ished to accommodate his domination. 

My twin brother and I were pulled into their 
emotional maelstrom through adoption at birth. 
We both developed survival strategies, hiding 
our feelings, escaping with the help of books, 
TV, and daydreams, while waiting for adult-
hood to free us. In truth, no one is ever free from 
their childhood.

I’m sharing a glimpse of my roots to try to 
explain why I spend so much energy thinking 
about Christianity and formulating replies to a 
hateful fundamentalist mindset that holds that 
powerful women, gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and 
transgender people deserve to suffer and die. 
I sometimes wish I could just challenge Fred 
Phelps to a duel, because I know I’d win. I feel a 
sacred certainty in my gut that God loves me just 
the way I am, and that I am beautifully made, as 
a thinking, feeling, inquisitive, FTM intersexed 
individual who is unafraid to seek my own truth 
in a world where too many relinquish their inner 
compass, and replace their individuality with a 
life-long effort to conform and obey.

I am currently unable to afford TV program-

ming. But recently, at a friend’s house, I was 
channel-surfing and caught a few seconds of 
a southern evangelist lecturing a room full of 
seemingly spell-bound women, telling them to 
guard their minds and not let in dangerous in-
formation. This female bible lecturer was spe-
cifically cautioning against studying “demonol-
ogy.” I chuckled, because if I had been in that 
room as a youngster, I would have gone straight 
to the library afterwards to begin researching 
“demonology” to try to figure out what was so 
scary. But the underlying message of this char-
ismatic blonde dominatrix posing as a teacher 
was really: don’t think too much, because it 
will diminish my control, and the Church’s con-
trol, over you. And for those who have made a 
choice, somewhere along the way, to live their 
lives as obedient children, never embracing free 
will, free choice and the free thinking inherent 
to responsible adulthood, I’m sure her message 
was wholly and deeply embraced.

To me, this unhealthy emphasis on “obey 
and conform” is at the heart of norm-driven 
medicine, in all its forms, including psychology, 
which is why I personally demand a paradigm 

shift away from using norms to pathologize 
those who express radically different personal 
realities, including sexual orientation and gen-
der expression.

But I also want to send a firm reply to those 
who teach hate in the name of Christ. I believe 
that if Jesus Christ were walking the planet to-
day, he would have taught a workshop at last 
weekend’s Transcending Boundaries Confer-
ence. It is not heresy to form a personal rela-
tionship with Christ that allows for a unique, 
individually-tailored understanding of his mes-
sage, which was 100% about holding one’s 
personal conviction in the face of all opposi-
tion. Christ was born within an oppressed and 
enslaved community. He was expected, because 
of his bloodline, to exert a leadership role. Many 
around him attempted to groom him as a mili-
tant radical, someone who would command an 
armed revolt against the Romans. 

Christ was born brilliant, with an inner aware-
ness and a sense of destiny that allowed him 
to debate, even as a young child, with learned 

teachers. He was quickly recognized as someone 
different, and “special.” He understood that vio-
lence could never secure a real solution to racial 
hatred. He taught loving patience, forgiveness, 
and nonviolent communication to open minds 
and hearts to new ways of thinking.

He pissed everyone off, in his own commu-
nity, and among the Romans, because he would 
not conform, would not obey, would not be 
shaped or led down any path he did not choose 
for himself. He was so sure of the power of love, 
that even after being tortured and impaled on a 
cross, one of his last conscious acts was to pro-
vide loving encouragement to a convicted thief, 
nailed up beside him, and publicly promise that 
thief a place in heaven.

I know I’m probably turning off a lot of my 
intellectual buddies with my fundie talk, but 
perhaps this isn’t about you. It’s about me, rec-
onciling my view of queer community with my 
Christian roots.

I believe all those who call themselves Chris-
tians, including those dressed in silk and jewels 
representing Rome, and those in Protestant plain 
clothes, who teach hatred against those who do 
not conform, are delivering upon themselves 
and the heads of those who have chosen to fol-
low in blind obedience, the same divine curse 
promised by God in Jeremiah to all shepherds 
who work to divide his flock.

The God who taught that goats with streaks 
and mottles are just as valuable as those who 
have pure white coats, and who sent a part of 
himself to Earth in the form of a son who would 
not conform, obey or respect any guidance that 
did not resound within his own heart, surely 
loves gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and transgender 
people, as well as all the other precious noncon-
formists within our world. We who listen to our 
own hearts and minds are the streaked and mot-
tled members of the human flock. That so many 
of us have dedicated ourselves to nonviolent 
community building, patiently working to win 
acceptance from our larger community, without 
ever engaging in militant organized violence, is 
the most powerful testament we have to offer 
about the source of our deeply held convictions. 
All people are beautiful and beloved children of 
God, however we choose to name and worship 
the divine love that created us and holds our 
world together as we learn and grow. That was 
Christ’s message, and he left it without blem-
ish, holding strong till the end, so that this truth 
would never be forgotten, although so many are 
currently doing everything in their power to sub-
vert it. Fred Phelps, the Vatican, and all others 
who teach hatred in the name of God are part of 
the composite “Anti-Christ” in action.

I call upon all those who teach hatred to 
change their ways. I name you as heretics, as 
demonic, as anti-Christian, and avatars of the 
“Anti-Christ.” You are sleepers, mindlessly 
obeying your deepest fears, anxieties and uncer-
tainties. I encourage you to let go of these dark 
drivers and take a leap of faith into a place that is 
delimited by an unconditional, infinite love that 
is powerful enough to allow for every possible 
human variation. I invite you to let your minds 
think and imagine and explore, and to become 
your own judge for what is acceptable for you, 
and to stop projecting your fears and acting out 
your own self-hatred against innocent others. I 
invite you into responsible adulthood, as equal 
partners with the rest of humanity as we engage 
a future that is tolerant, loving and exploratory 
on all levels. 

Happy Holidays, everyone.  Blessed be, may 
the love of Christ fill all our hearts, and Gassho.

*Trystan Dean is a 46-year-old intersexed Fe-
male to Male transgender/GLBT activist living 
in Western Massachusetts. Trystan spends most 
of his time caring for his spoiled rotten beagle, 
Tobey, and goofing around with his friends on 
Facebook. In his early twenties he received a 
full Buddhist ordination in Japan. Trystan has 
been active in GLBT community for more than 
2 decades, and identified as a butch lesbian for 
over 25 years, before recently coming out as 
Trans.

If you preach hate, you are the one going to hell

“ All people are beautiful and beloved children of 
God, ... . That was Christ’s message, ...”
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safe homes Winter Wonderland Ball and auction to benefit lgBt youth
By: lisa a eramo/TRT Reporter

Empowering LGBT youth is what Safe 
Homes in Worcester, MA is all about. 
This youth-led organization, which re-
cently celebrated its 10th anniversary, 
provides support and resources in a safe 
and nurturing environment for more than 
300 youth ages 14-21 each year. 

“We provide a very important ser-
vice to the community,” says Laura 
Farnsworth, program manager. “LGBT 
youth are still at a significantly higher 
risk than other youth for suicide, home-
lessness, drug and alcohol abuse, fam-
ily rejection, dropping out of school, 
violence, and hate crimes. Reducing 
that isolation and providing outreach 
and education to the community is a 
vital part of what we do.”

Safe Homes offers a wide range of 
programming, including coming out 
nights, poetry slams, HIV/STD pre-
vention and testing, drug and alcohol 
awareness, on- and off-site counseling 
to name a few. A drop-in support center 
is open every Thursday from 6:30pm-
9pm so youth can connect with peer 
leaders and others. 

In addition, Safe Homes partners 
with local speakers and trainers, such 
as True Colors (of Theater Offensive 
in Boston), the Worcester County 
Rape Crisis Center of Central MA, 
AIDS Project Worcester, and other 
community-based groups. The organi-
zation also provides LGBT awareness 
training for youth workers, educators, 
social workers, foster parents, and stu-

dents. It also hosts a monthly support group for 
parents (Greater Worcester PFLAG).

The organization’s annual winter fundraiser—
the Winter Wonderland Ball and Auction—will 
help raise money to support these and a variety 
of other programs and services that Safe Homes 
offers, says Farnsworth. In particular, monies 
raised will go toward costs to maintain the drop-
in center, including costs associated with food, 
office space, staff, the Web site, supplies, out-
reach, and publications.

The event itself will include food, live en-
tertainment, horse drawn sleigh rides, a silent 
auction, and more. Attendees can look forward 
to a variety of auction items, such as tickets to 
performances, jewelry, and paintings, donated 
by various local organizations as well as larger 
corporations. Previously, items were donated 
by Bristol-Myers Squibb, MetLife Insurance 
Group of Massachusetts, Bank of America, and 
the Worcester Telegram & Gazette. 

Last year, the event drew as many as 200 peo-
ple, and Safe Homes hopes for the same turn-
out this year, says Christina Foley, marketing 
coordinator.

It’s important for people to attend the event 
and support LGBT youth, says Farnsworth. 
“Anyone who cares about ending discrimination 
and making our communities safer for all youth 
should want to support this amazing program,” 
she adds.

For more information about the Winter Won-
derland Ball and Auction, visit http://www.
safehomesma.org/ or contact Christina Foley at 
508-755-0333. The event is open to the public, 
and tickets are $65 per individual or $125 per 
couple. It will take place on Friday, February 5 
at 7pm in Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, MA.C
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“ Anyone who cares about ending discrimination 
and making our communities safer for all youth 
should want to support this amazing program, ...”

live performance by krisanthi at the 2007 holiday fundraising event.
PHoTo CourTesY of former safe Homes sTaff member.
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“Mamma Mia, here I go again! My, my, how 
can I resist you?” If you’re a Mamma Mia fan, 
resistance is futile. Back by popular demand, 
Mamma Mia! Audience Sing-Along is return-
ing to Northampton after its sold-out event last 
winter.

Out! For Reel presents this crowd pleaser on 
Saturday, January 30 at 7:30 p.m. at the Acad-
emy of Music Theatre in Northampton. For 
more information, visit www.OutForReel.org.

“People are still talking about how much 
fun they had last year at the Sing-Along,” says 
Jaime Michaels, producer and founder of Out! 
For Reel. “We’re bringing it back as our an-
nual cure-your- winter-blues tradition.”

“It was an amazing experience I’ll never for-
get. The sheer energy and joy of the audience 
was a total high,” says Amy Tremont, who at-
tended the Sing-Along last year. “Imagine 800 
people so incredibly happy, singing together 
as loud as we could. I am thrilled it’s coming 
back.”

“Even the skeptics who were reluctant to 
attend came up to me afterwards absolutely 
thrilled,” says Michaels with a laugh. This year 
Out! For Reel will screen the film in closed 
caption so that everyone will have access to 
the lyrics and members of the deaf community 
can also enjoy the film.

“The Sing-Along event is for everyone—
LGBT and straight, women and men, children 
and adults. “It’s a great way to bring people 
together—it’s a very effective bridge-builder,” 
states Michaels.

“We’re encouraging people to wear cos-
tumes - boas, overalls, flippers, hats—some 
people did last year—but this year we want 

to make it official. We want people to enjoy 
themselves. Sing, dance, wave your cell phone 
like a candle—whatever feels good,” says 
Michaels.

Tickets are $12.50 in advance, $15 at the 
door, $11 for college students with current ID 
at the door. Advance tickets can be purchased 
online at www.OutForReel.org. Tickets may 
also be purchased at four ticket outlets: State 
Street Fruit Store, Northampton; Booklinks 
Bookseller, Northampton; Food For Thought 
Books, Amherst; and World Eye Bookshop, 
Greenfield. 

“Last year there were a lot of people who got 
sold-out of the event last year—people were 
crying at the door,” says Jan Eidelson, a vol-
unteer for Out! For Reel. “I highly recommend 
that folks buy their tickets early because it will 
sell out faster than they think.”

Mamma Mia!, starring Meryl Streep, is an 
adaptation of the beloved musical that has 
been seen by more than 30 million people in 
170 cities and spoken in 8 languages around 
the world. Inspired by the storytelling magic 
of ABBA’s songs, from “Dancing Queen” 
to “S.O.S.”, Mamma Mia! is a celebration of 
love, friendship, and mothers and daughters.

Meryl Streep described her experience of 
seeing the stage show in New York for the first 
time as “pure joy.” “The songs are timeless,” 
says Streep. “They just enter your body.” 

Out! For Reel’s mission is to create and 
strengthen our LGBT community through cul-
tural events, build connections to our hetero-
sexual allies, and work toward the eradication 
of homophobia.

the cure for your Winter Blues: Mamma Mia!
audience sing-along returns to northampton

meryl streep in the film mamma mia! leading women through a greek village singing aBBa’s 
popular hit song “dancing Queen.”

PHoTo CourTesY uNiversaL sTudios
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Queertations: Say WHaT?!
By: rex Wockner

“ I’m not gay. I grew up singing and dancing, so 
people have been calling me gay since fifth grade. 
I’ve heard everything you could possibly hear about 
it. But I do love gay people, so I’m not going to act like 
I was insulted or angry about it.”

—Glee star Matthew Morrison, who plays Will Schuester, 
to Elle, Dec. 18.

“ This means there’s one less barrier for people. 
When I grew up, there were only a handful of Latino 
state elected officials and there weren’t any openly 
gay ones. So I never thought I would be in office.”

—Incoming California Assembly Speaker John Pérez
to the Los Angeles Times, Dec. 21.

“ My parents, my family and my friends all love me 
and accept me for who I am, and even if the public 
are upset by this, I know the love of those people 
who mean the most to me will never change. 
I’m not going on a crusade, but I’m proud 
of who I am. I feel I have achieved everything I 
could ever possibly have hoped to achieve out 
of rugby, and I did it being gay. I want to send a 
positive message to other gay people that they 
can do it, too.”

—UK rugby legend Gareth Thomas in a Dec. 18 coming-out interview 
with the Daily Mail. Thomas plays for the Cardiff Blues.

“ We face two major challenges in 2010.  
We must simultaneously combat right-wing groups 
working against us, while pushing for faster and 
more meaningful change from Congress and the 
White House. And it’s not going to be easy. From 
the outrageous lies used to end marriage equality 
in Maine and California, to the turncoats in the 
New York Senate who rejected marriage equality, 
2009 showed us that we can’t expect change to 
come to us. To put our 2010 game plan into action 
immediately, we must grow our ranks by 2,010 new 
members this month. Join HRC right now, and be a 
part of this movement. If you join as a new member 
with a gift of $35 or more, we’ll send you this water 
bottle (pictured) as our way of saying thanks.”

—The Human Rights Campaign, Dec. 21.

“ We will not gag ourselves when it comes 
to gay porn stars, Manhunt profiles, sex clubs, 
three-way relationships, poppers, or all the other 
dirty little secrets of gay culture that the khaki-clad 
HRC clones are afraid ‘the straights’ will find out 
about and use against us to continue depriving us of 
our civil rights. Until they can deal with those things, 
they will only be tolerating us, not accepting us, so 
it’s better to just get it out in the open now.”

--Gawker.com, Dec. 22, after the site was criticized for an item it 
published about a CNN iReport piece done by gay porn actor  

Collin O’Neal. See tinyurl.com/gawkprn1 and tinyurl.com/gawkprn2.
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Williams College Queer Film Festival
by Images Cinema: January 15-17th
WILLIAMSTOWN, MA—The Williams Col-
lege Dively Committee for Human Sexuality 
and Diversity is proud to present The Williams 
College Queer Film Festival 2009 January 
15-17 at Images Cinema, 50 Spring Street in 
Williamstown, MA. The highlight of the Fes-
tival will be the January 17 appearance of ac-
claimed director Jennie Livingston to host the 
screening of her films Paris is Burning (1990) 
and a new documentary short, complete with a 
Q and A session.

“Following on the success of our festival last 
January, we wanted to bring another group of 
exciting films to northern Berkshire County.  
Once again, Images has kindly agreed to host 
the screenings,” Justin Adkins, Queer Life Co-
ordinator at the College explained.

The Festival starts Friday night, January 15, 
with the provocative documentary Outrage 
(2009), which focuses on closeted American 
gay politicians and the anti-gay positions they 
uphold. Travel Queeries (2009), by contrast, 
explores the activism and cultural production 
of radical Eastern European queer communi-
ties.  At midnight, we will once again join the 
South Hadley-based Come Again Players for a 
traditional live-cast midnight screening of The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show.

On Saturday, January 17 join us for a double 
feature:  The Aggressives (2005) and Mom’s 
Apple Pie (2007).  The former documents the 

experiences of black male-identified lesbians 
while the latter details the plight of lesbian 
mothers in the early seventies.  Following 
Mom’s Apple Pie there will be a discussion of 
the issues raised by the films and a reception.

Later that afternoon join us for the Northern 
Berkshire premiere of the feature film, Han-
nah Free (2009), starring Sharon Gless of 
Cagney and Lacey fame.  The Amazing Truth 
about Queen Raquela (2008), a comedy about 
a Filipino drag queen who comes to America 
seeking fame and fortune, will screen next.  
Finally, finish off the evening with a lesbian 
horror film, Bandaged (2009).

Sunday, January 17, Jennie Livingston 
screens her newest film Who’s the Top and her 
feature-length documentary, the controversial 
and groundbreaking Paris is Burning. A dis-
cussion with the director will follow.

Tickets for all screenings will be available 
from Images starting January 5, 2010. Regu-
lar ticket prices apply. Free for Williams Col-
lege students with ID. For more information 
visit http://williamsqueerfilmfestival.com/ 
and www.imagescinema.org/ or call Im-
ages’ Movie Line: 413-458-5612 or office: 
413-458-1039

The Williams College Dively Committee 
for Human Sexuality and Diversity strives to 
develop an understanding of human sexual-
ity and sexual orientation and their impact on 

culture through a broad array of programming 
that explores issues relating to gender differ-
ence, sexuality, homosexuality, and feminism, 
and that encourages a respect for and aware-
ness of human sexuality and diversity. 

This year’s Festival is also sponsored by the 
Berkshire Stonewall Community Coalition 
(http://www.berkshirestonewall.org/) and The 
Rainbow Times, the region’s premiere LGBT 

(lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) news-
paper, dedicated to increasing awareness of 
LGBT issues and serving as a vehicle to unify 
and strengthen the communities of Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, north central Connecticut, 
and southern Vermont while providing quality 
news to its diverse readers. For more informa-
tion visit: www.therainbowtimesmass.com/
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Creep of the Week: Rick Scarborough
By: d’anne Witkowski*

Remember how, 
when Barack 
Obama was elected, 

all racism suddenly ended 
and was gone forever? 
You’d be driving along 
and black people and 
white people would be out 
in the street hugging all 
over the place and you’d 
be all, “Hey, Yes We Can, 
and all, but I’ve got to get 
to work!” 

But then you’d remember that 
your true job was to love and 
you’d just put the car in park 
and jump out and join them. 

Unfortunately, the election 
of a lesbian mayor in Houston 
hasn’t quite had that same ef-
fect. Some people aren’t very 
happy right now. One of those 
some people is surely Rick 
Scarbrough, the president of 
Vision America. No, he isn’t an optometrist. 
The _Vision America_ board includes such 
right-wing, anti-gay notaries as Don Wildmon 
and Tim LaHaye. Scarbrough sent out an e-
mail before the election warning Houstonians 
that if Annise Parker became mayor, “Houston 
will become ... the San Francisco of the South.” 
That’s right: Windy. Cold – even though it’s 
California, for crying out loud. Not to mention 
all of those damn hills. Or maybe he’s talking 
about the gay thing. “If people who hold to tra-
ditional values neglect to vote in this election, 
the results will be far reaching,” Scarbrough 

pleads in his e-mail. “This election illustrates 
like few others why good men and women 
must stay engaged as concerned citizens.” 

According to Scarbrough, Parker’s election 
will bring on the Eight Gay Commandments of 
the Homosexual Agenda, if you will. First, ev-
eryone in Houston will have get gay married. 
Second, gay-on-gay action in public will be the 
law. Third, “homosexuality (will be taught) to 
school children, starting in kindergarten, as an 
acceptable, alternative lifestyle. This is known 
as multisexualism. This enables homosexuals 
to recruit children to their lifestyle.” Ah, yes. 

The old “gays are after your kids” line. I have 
yet to meet a single gay person who was “re-
cruited” into being gay. 

I think someone needs to tell the anti-gay 
Christians that homosexuality doesn’t have 
anything to do with missionary work. In order 
to drive the “lock up your kids, the gays are 
coming” point home, Scarbrough cites NAM-
BLA in order to “prove” that Parker and her 
gay mafia will, in their fourth measure, “lower 
or remove age of consent laws leading to relax-
ation of laws prohibiting pedophilia.” That’s 
right. Gays won’t be happy until 60 year olds 

can marry 12 year olds. You know, like the 
old-timey Mormon Church. No. 5: Gay people 
are going to take your job after Parker makes 
gays “a minority class, leading to affirmative 
action for homosexuals in the workplace.” Sil-
ly Houstonians. They thought it was illegal im-
migrants they had to watch out for. Destroying 
freedom of speech is sixth on the list, as a les-
bian mayor would surely “prohibit any speech 
which opposes homosexual activity. This 
would be considered ‘hate speech’ and have 
criminal sanctions. This would destroy First 
Amendment free speech rights for those who 

oppose homo-
sexual conduct 
and the homo-
sexual political 
movement.” 

Seven and eight 
on the list are em-
ployee benefits 
for homos and 
the election of 
more gay candi-
dates who will 

implement these same eight steps, thus creat-
ing a never-ending gay cycle. And all of this is 
going to happen in, um, Houston? Whatever 
you say, Scarbrough. You’re the one with a 
divinity degree, not me. 

*D’Anne Witkowski has been gay for pay 
since 2003. She’s a freelance writer and 
poet (believe it!). When she’s not taking on 
the creeps of the world she reviews rock and 
roll shows in Detroit with her twin sister and 
teaches writing at the University of Michigan.

d’anne Witkowski

Remember how, when Barack Obama 
was elected, all racism suddenly ended 
and was gone forever?... 
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By: romeo san Vicente*
 1. Adam Lambert’s Make-Out-Gate

When a conservative stalwart like 
Peggy Noonan (former speechwriter 
for Ronald Reagan and George Bush) 
declares a pop star part of the decline of 
American civilization, then you know 
that pop star is doing something right. 
And that’s what recently happened 
with American Idol runner-up Adam 
Lambert. The most successful of all 
gay former Idols, Lambert kicked up a 
storm with little to no effort by simply 
coming out, overseeing crazily gay 
cover art for his debut CD and then 
fake-shocking everyone at ABC with 
his American Music Awards perfor-
mance in which he did nothing that a 

thousand other pop stars haven’t already done. 
Except he did it all with other guys. Someone 
had to go there first, so it’s more than a little 
brave of Lambert to cannonball it like he has. 
And anyway, maybe Noonan was just talking 

about that song he 
sang for 2012.

2. Glee sings out 
loud

New Moon made 
sex objects out of 
its male stars like it 
invented the idea of 
lusting after beau-
tiful young men. 
Precious presented 
lesbian teachers as 
warm, caring sur-

rogate moms to a child in desperate need. A 
Single Man explored the silence and secrecy 
surrounding gay spousal grief in the early 
1960s with deep sensitivity and deeper style. 
But for sheer gayness and unadulterated joyful 
pleasure, nothing touched Glee. Arguably the 
biggest TV phenomenon of the most recent fall 
season, the all-singing, all-dancing show took 
the High School Musical template and turned it 

on its head, adding sass, sarcasm 
and swagger to the formerly un-
cool scenario of showtunes-ob-
sessed teens in show choirs. All 
it took was an evergreen Journey 
song and one boy brave enough 
to perform “Single Ladies” in a 
leotard. Take that, jocks.

3. Meredith Baxter speaks out
The culture at large is obsessed 

with youth. Everyone knows 
this. But one of the problems 
with that is the perpetual myth 
that to be gay is to be always 22 
years old. So when one of Amer-

ica’s beloved TV moms came out, it felt like a 
touch of revolution. Witness Meredith Baxter, 
Alex P. Keaton’s Family Ties mother, warm 
maternal presence in countless TV shows and 
TV movies, actual mother to her own kids off 
screen, and an actor who’d already been liv-
ing openly as a lesbian before ever opening 
her mouth about it. But when she decided to 
say the words late in 2009, she re-entered the 
public consciousness in a way that spoke vol-
umes about the dignity inherent in gracefully 
allowing life to lead you to a new kind of love, 
no matter what form it takes and no matter the 
stage of life. Next step: her memoir, due in 
bookstores sometime in 2010, a capitalist move 
of which Alex would approve.

4. Carrie Prejean tries to sour gays on beau-
ty pageants

All she had to do was fib just a little. It’s 
worked for countless church-leaning disco di-
vas over the years. A simple “I love my gay 
fans” is sufficient to sidestep thorny, career-
endangering political or religious beliefs. But 
Miss USA contestant Carrie Prejean, goaded 
into a response by judge Perez Hilton, quickly 
became not only a poster child for the religious 
right, but a too-easily-mocked figure of English 
usage sticklers (“Opposite marriage?” Huh?) 
and logic-loving citizens nationwide. Worse, 
for a second there, she threatened the symbiotic 
nature of beauty queens and gay male pageant 
viewers. Who would spoil the fun like that? 
And then keep on spoiling it with more and 
more scolding and uptight talk show appear-
ances? And then create a whole new delightful 
category of schadenfreude with multiple sex 
tapes? No one but Carrie P., the gift that kept 
on giving. Here’s to more wackiness in 2010.

5. Lady Gaga takes over everything
Back in the day, cult performers like Grace 

Jones, drag-monster Leigh Bowery and actor/
singer Divine ruled dance clubs with a weird 
sort of majesty. They were imperious, mysteri-
ous and sometimes just plain raunchy. But after 
Madonna, the goal became superstardom, not 
eccentricity. Enter Lady Gaga, a pop star who 
absorbed those influences and created a mar-
ketable – wildly marketable in fact – synthesis 
of mainstream hit song-sense and extreme per-
sonal style for a new generation. From outfits 
made of Muppets to greeting Queen Elizabeth 
II in crazy red makeup to shrouding herself en-
tirely and freaking out Eminem at the VMAs 
before accepting an award on behalf of “God 
and the gays,” Lady Gaga took the wide open 
space that was 2009 and inserted herself into its 
interesting-female-pop-star-shaped void. She 
was everywhere, almost maddeningly ubiqui-
tous. And while her latest million-selling single 
is called “Bad Romance,” the gay love affair 
with this nervy diva is just beginning.

*Romeo San Vicente can be reached care of 
this publication or at DeepInsideHollywood@
qsyndicate.com.
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DEEP INSIDE HOLLyWOOD: The Top Five LGBT Entertainment Stories of 2009

romeo san Vicente

Real People from page 6
personally as well as many of my finest 
associates.

Unfortunately, I fear our society is un-
likely to give up the obsession with violence 
that you spoke of Barbara. It seems some-
how ingrained in us and as long as it contin-
ues to sell ad space on TV and in magazines 
and drive traffic to internet sites, the powers 
that be are unlikely to stop promoting it.

There is, I think, something brutal in hu-
man nature. But, there is also something 
wonderful.  We feel anger and fear, but we 
also feel sympathy and love. And, as long 
as a single transperson, or a single woman 
or even a single human being remains un-
safe we must not succumb to apathy or be-
come numb to the violence. We must never 
cease to struggle or allow the lives of people 
like Paulina Ibarra to be marginalized and 
forgotten.  

* Lorelei Erisis is Miss Trans New Eng-
land 2009 and she can be contacted at: 
loreleierisis@therainbowtimesmass.com

adam lambert
PHoTo CourTesY of QsYNdiCaTe
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RI Governor’s race, an opportunity for change
By: Joe siegel/TRT/NT Reporter

Rhode Island’s LGBT commu-
nity will have their choice of pro-gay 
candidates for Governor in the 2010 
election. The race to replace outgoing 
Republican Governor Donald Carc-
ieri features General Treasurer Frank 
Caprio and Attorney General Patrick 
Lynch, both Democrats, and ex-Sena-
tor Lincoln Chafee, an Independent.

There are no Republican candidates 
currently running. Rory Smith, a busi-
nessman from East Greenwich, was 
running as a Republican but recently 
withdrew his candidacy due to a lack 
of support.

Electing a pro-gay Governor is cru-
cial, considering the fact that the Ocean 
State has been fighting to pass same-
sex marriage legislation for the last 12 
years. Carcieri, who opposes marriage 
rights for gays and lesbians, threw his 
support to the National Organization 
for Marriage (NOM) at a press confer-
ence last April, spoke at a fundraiser 
for the anti-gay Massachusetts Family 
Institute, which believes “homosexu-
ality is an unhealthy practice and de-

structive to indi-
viduals, families, 
and society”, 
and vetoed a fu-
neral planning 
bill for domestic 
partners.

In March, 
openly gay Prov-
idence Mayor 
David Cicilline 
announced he 
would not be 
running for Gov-
ernor. Cicilline 
said he was plan-
ning to run for 
a third term as 
Mayor instead, explaining he wanted to focus 
his attention on Providence.

Cicilline’s decision means that the nation will 
have to wait longer to see its first openly gay 
governor. Cicilline, 47, was the first openly gay 
mayor of a U.S. capital when he took office in 
2003. 

Lynch, 43, has been an advocate for civil 
rights and supports marriage equality. 

He is the first Attorney General in Rhode Is-

land history to 
appoint a Civil 
Rights Advo-
cate in his of-
fice. Lynch has 
brought success-
ful enforcement 
actions against 
individuals who 
have violated the 
rights of gay citi-
zens and same-
sex couples to 
live without fear 
of discrimina-
tion, intimida-
tion and threat 
of physical vio-
lence. Lynch is the only Rhode Island Attorney 
General to have ever brought such cases.

Lynch calls same-sex marriage “the human-
rights, civil-rights issue of our day.”

In 2007, Lynch issued an advisory opinion 
stating that same-sex marriages performed in 
Massachusetts be recognized in Rhode Island.

Chafee, 56, served in the United States Senate 
as a Republican from 1999 through 2006. He 
has the distinction of being the only Republican 

senator to express support for same-sex mar-
riage. Last June, Chafee posted a column on 
The Huffington Post, where he called same-sex 
marriage “a question of basic fairness.”  

”Gays and lesbians have contributed to the 
diverse fabric of Rhode Island and the rest of 
the country for generations, strengthening our 
communities in innumerable ways.

Rhode Island legislators should follow in the 
footsteps of our fellow New England states and 
be true to our pioneering history of tolerance 
by advancing a marriage equality bill. But for 
that to happen, all of us in Rhode Island who 
believe in full equality need to do our part by 
voicing support for same-sex marriage loudly 
and clearly,” Chafee wrote. 

Caprio, 43, is a former state senator who was 
elected General Treasurer in 2006. Regarding 
same-sex marriage, Caprio has pledged not to 
veto a marriage bill if it came across his desk 
as Governor. 

However, with an unemployment rate which 
is the third highest in the nation, as well as a 
massive budget deficit, whomever voters elect 
will have plenty of other problems to deal with.

But one thing is for certain: the LGBT com-
munity will be more than happy to see Don Car-
cieri out of the State House for good.

See C’mon Out from page 2
additionally, differing family dynamics make 

some families more or less pleasant. You and 
your partner are dealing with some of these things 
as well as your partner’s homophobic family.    

You are torn about who you want to be with. 
You want to be with your partner and you want 
to be with your family.  Your situation is compli-
cated with the homophobia your partner’s family 
is demonstrating. from what you describe, this is 
the tricky piece.

it is not altogether uncommon for couples 
to experience homophobia. even heterosexual 
couples can experience families that exert certain 
pressures that devalue the primary couple, 
attempting to keep the family of origin primary. 
one task for any adult couple, i believe, is to suc-
cessfully individuate from the family of origin so 
as to be able to make their partnering relationship 
primary. it seems you and your partner are in the 
middle of trying to work this out.  

Your partner’s difficulty in speaking up to the 
family is creating problems for you as a couple.  
How does the families’ homophobia impact 
your partner?  does your partner realize the bind 
that exists?  does your partner want to do the 
personal work to make your relationship primary? 
i believe this must become clear before you both 
can decide where to go. i do 
not know your age and your 
partner’s experience with the 
family thus far in terms of 
achieving independence from 
them. i have said before that 
people who stand up for them-
selves can do much better in 
life than people who hold back 
in fear. but depending on both 
your ages and life experiences, 
this can take time. relation-
ships, i believe is about striking 
a balance between being loving 
and patient with our partner’s 
struggles and limitations, while 
still asking that the relationship 
move toward growth.

You partner may or may not 
be ready to stand up to the 
family in regard to your rela-
tionship.  if your partner goes 
alone as to not challenge the 
families’ homophobia, i doubt 

you will feel good about this. but if you two can 
come together and speak about it openly and 
honestly, perhaps you can plan and work towards 
making changes in the future. but if you both go 
along as if this is not an important issue, likely 
resentments will likely build.

Honestly and awareness are major corner-
stones of any relationship.  You may or may not 
be able to fully work this one out this year.  but if 
you both are committed to sticking with the issues 
here, you may very well be able to navigate this 
differently in the future.

Thank you CJ for bringing up this one. it is 
important since so many people struggle during 
the holidays trying to make it all work!

best to you, Tetty

Ms. Gorfine:
I have been dealing with depression for a long 

time. Sometimes I think I should just go on medi-
cation like everyone else I know. What is your 
opinion about this? Sincerely, Marcus

Hi marcus:
Yes, medications have become the “gold 

standard” in treating distress in our culture. The 
opinions stated here are mine, based on my own 
beliefs and work as a psychotherapist. There will 
be people who will disagree with me.  You should 

know that there are many different opinions con-
cerning the validity psychotropic medications.

i do think medications can be enormously 
helpful to many people at in different situations.  
There are times that that meds can be used over 
a long period of time and truly do increase the 
quality of life. That said, in general, i believe that 
psychotropic medications are highly over used 
in our modern society. insurance companies and 
physicians often look in this direction as the first 
course of treatment when someone is struggling.

Personally i think this is a travesty. instead 
of making human care and connection our 
first priority, we turn to something chemically 
derived that may help people feel better and in 
some cases, feel less or nothing at all. instead 
of helping people understand and help them 
with what is making them feel badly, millions 
of americans take millions and millions of pills 
daily.  insurance companies are perfectly fine with 
this situation. When someone goes into psycho-
therapy as a way to deal with their distress, they 
and mostly their practitioners are almost imme-
diately pressured to reduce the symptoms and 
end treatment. often it is not a matter of resolving 
what the client sees as the problem but what the 
insurance company wants. This may very well be 
a result of the pharmaceutical companies and the 
immense profits garnered by this industry.

i use medications when someone is suffering 

emotionally and needs to take the “edge” off, 
thereby giving us time to work on the issues.  
in most cases my goal to help people reduce 
and eventually go off whatever medications they 
have needed.  again, there are cases this is not 
possible.  some people may need meds indefi-
nitely.  but i do not believe most people fall into 
this category.

my advice to you marcus is:  if you want to 
get some help with medications, do so.  also see 
a therapist who can help you with your distress 
so this does not have to become a lifetime of 
dependence.  

i wish you the very best. Tetty

c’mon out!  submit your questions to tetty 
gorfine, director of lifecourse counseling center.  
simply go to www.lifecourse.net and click on “ask 
us a Question.”  all questions will be answered 
on the bulletin board. one or two will be printed 
next month here in the rainbow times.

*Tetty also been a psychotherapist since 1980. She has 
worked extensively with LGBTQ individuals, couples and 
groups and has supervised both clinicians and therapists in 
training.  Her vision and leadership spirited nearly all of Life-
Course Counseling Center’s programs.  Tetty has also been 
on numerous radio talk shows and television programs.  She 
has presented at professional conferences on topics pertinent 
to gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender individuals.
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Por: Wilfred labiosa*

¡Un año 
n u e v o 
ya co-

menzó! Otro año 
con esperanzas, 
deseos, y sueños, 
espero que a todo/
as se les cumplan 
éstos en este año 
2010.

Antes de despe-
dir el 2009, tuve 
la experiencia de 

visitar la Casa Blanca durante la Nav-
idad. Fui invitado por la organización 
nacional Latina GLBT, Unid@s a 
representarnos durante una Noche 
“blanca” en la Casa Blanca. ¡Que 
honor! Fue una experiencia increíble 

que recordaré para toda mi vida ya que la pude 
compartir con mi esposo. Al entrar a la Casa 
Blanca, la Primera Dama Mrs. Obama colocó 
un árbol para que los visitantes pudieran escri-
bir el/los deseo(s) que quisieran… y esto me 
dio la idea para esta columna. También me re-
cordó del refrán (y canción) de abriendo puer-
tas cerrando heridas y me dio el concepto para 
esta columna de mis 10 puertas/deseos para la 
comunidad LGBT. 

Escribo esta lista sin orden sólo con mi cari-
ño y abogacía que siento por mi comunidad 
LGBT. Fue difícil escribir una lista de deseos 
y escoger sólo 10, pero aquí voy.

Mi primer deseo, el cual escribí en este árbol 
de la Casa Blanca, es el de que todo/as sea-
mos iguales y que no hayan mas crímenes de 
odio. Todo/as merecemos un mundo seguro. Si 

a todo/as nos tratasen con igualdad entonces 
no habría que diferenciar entre estos crímenes. 
Y, que en paz descansen todo/as los que han 
fallecidos por crímenes de odio. ¡Paz para 
todo/as por igual! 

Mi segundo deseo es que nuestra economía 
mejore y que todo/as los/las que perdieron sus 
trabajos por la economía en el 2008 ó 2009 
puedan conseguir trabajos con la paga que se 
merecen. ¡Suerte!

Mi tercer deseo es que todo/as acepten su 
orientación sexual y/o identidad de género y 
que reciban el cariño y amor que se merecen 
de sus amistades y familiares. ¡No quiero más 
suicidios en el 2010 por falta de aceptación!

Mi cuarto deseo es que todo/as se prote-
jan cuando tengan sexo. Vamos a detener la 
transmisión de VIH/SIDA y ETS (enfermedad 
transmitidas sexualmente).  ¡Prevención es la 
llave, edúcate! 

Mi quinto deseo es que podamos recibir una 
justa cubierta de salud para todo/as por igual. 
Políticos escuchen, todo/as tenemos el derecho 
a un plan de salud que nos cubra como inmi-
grantes y gente LGBT.  

Mi sexto deseo es que estas guerras acaben y 
que todo/as nuestros/as compañeros/as y her-
manos/as LGBT en la guerra, regresen sanos y 
salvos. Paz y prosperidad. 

Mi séptimo deseo es que todo/as nos unamos 
en el 2010 y que aboguemos por nuestros dere-
chos como ciudadanos en este país. Unámonos 
y aboguemos por derechos para nuestros/as 
hermano/as transgéneros y para una reforma 
inmigratoria justa para todo/as, para el derecho 
a la adopción, al matrimonio y por todos los 
derechos que nos merecemos. Igualdad.

Mi octavo deseo es que participemos de ac-

tividades como la celebración de Orgullo de 
Boston que celebra en el 2010 cuarenta años 
en Junio; como la de Orgullo Latino en Octu-
bre; de organizaciones como Unid@s: La Or-
ganización Nacional Latina GLBT; y de toda 
actividad y/o organización Latina GLBT.

Mi noveno deseo es que respaldemos a esta 
publicación que nos apoya como comunidad 
Latina GLBT y a toda publicación que incluya 
nuestra voz Latina LGBT. Apoyemos a pub-
licaciones como esta que estan administradas 
por individuos de nuesta comunidad Latina y 
GLBT. Fidelidad y libertad de expresión.

Y mi décimo deseo es que todos/as celebre-
mos de la vida y que gozemos del amor, de los 
arco iris, de la luz, de la nieve, de la noche, de 
nuestras amistades y familiares, y de todo lo 
que la vida nos ofrece. Y, como Walter Mer-
cado escribe en su horoscopo para el 2010, 

“Aplica buen humor donde reine la amargura 
y la exagerada seriedad. Ríete mucho y celebra 
cada día de tu vida como si fuera el último de 
tu existencia.”  ¡Celebremos de nuestro Or-
gullo LGBT durante todo el 2010 y Feliz Año 
Nuevo!  

*Escrito en ambos idiomas por Wilfred W. 
Labiosa, para comentarios o sugerencias co-
muníquense al wlabiosa@hotmail.com  Ed-
itado por Gricel Martínez Ocasio. Wilfred es 
el representante de esta región en la mesa 
directiva de la organización GLBT Nacional 
llamada Unid@s y miembro de la mesa direc-
tiva de Boston Pride. 

To read this article in English please visit 
our website: www.therainbowtimesnews.com/
janlatinvision.

¡Mis 10 Deseos para la comunidad GLBT para el 2010!
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WASHINGTON, D.C.—Pride At 
Work, the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) constituency 
group of organized labor, has select-
ed longtime LGBT and labor activist 
Peggy Shorey to serve as the organiza-
tion’s new Executive Director.  Sho-
rey, who has been an organizer and 
community leader in Connecticut for 
the past 17 years, succeeds Jeremy 
Bishop, who resigned earlier this year 
to join the Obama administration in 
the U.S. Department of Labor.  Sho-
rey will begin her new responsibili-
ties at Pride At Work’s headquarters 
in Washington, D.C. in January.

 “Peggy has a long history as a 
union and LGBT leader with exten-
sive skills running social justice non-
profits,” noted Donna Cartwright, 
Co-President of Pride At Work.  “She 
has built effective and vibrant coali-
tions -- including partnerships with 
unions, the faith community, political 
and community organizations and the 
broader LGBT community -- the kind 
of coalitions that change opinions and 
win lasting victories.  We are certain 
that Peggy has the experience, enthu-
siasm and progressive politics to take 
Pride At Work to the next level.”

 Shorey has been a union member 
since 1993 and has worked for both 
the UAW and SEIU.  For the past ten 
years, she has been an executive of-

ficer with the Greater Hartford Central Labor 
Council, and also served as an at-large Execu-
tive Board member for the Connecticut AFL-
CIO.  As an openly bisexual union leader, 
Peggy was founding co-president of the Con-
necticut chapter of Pride at Work.  

 In 2001, Shorey began working as a union 
organizer for the UAW, working with factory 
workers, graduate employees and adjunct pro-
fessors, among others.  In 2005, she became an 
International Representative with the UAW, 

where she most recently led the public rela-
tions campaign for the UAW at Foxwoods, the 
large Connecticut casino, training rank-and-
file members and leaders in speaking to the 
media, and coordinating press efforts around 
the successful union election.

 Most recently, she has organized and mo-
bilized Connecticut state employees providing 
health care services as an organizer for District 
1199, SEIU.  Her work focused on administra-
tion of the state employees’ contract and pro-
tecting vital state services.  In addition, Shorey 

has extensive political experience in Connecti-
cut, including organizing LGBT committees 
for candidates, providing technical support on 
numerous successful campaigns and staffing 
organization’s internal member-to-member 
communication programs. 

  As Co-President of the Connecticut Chap-
ter of Pride at Work, Peggy led in organizing 
the state’s first-ever labor fundraisers in sup-
port of marriage equality.  The Connecticut 
Chapter organized a dozen state labor unions 

in support of marriage equality, and worked 
with Connecticut AFL-CIO leadership to pass 
a statewide resolution in support of marriage 
equality.  This year, both Pride at Work and 
the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists in Con-
necticut jointly submitted and passed an em-
ployment nondiscrimination resolution at the 
AFL-CIO convention, specifically including 
gender identity and expression.  

 In 2007, Shorey traveled to Guatemala with 
a union women’s organization, STITCH.  The 
visit included meeting with women union 

leaders at local textile factories, a banana 
plantation, and discussions with human rights 
leaders.  The trip focused on the effects of 
CAFTA and international efforts in support of 
the right of all workers to form unions.  

 In 2008, she served as campaign manager 
for a successful campaign to defeat a coalition 
of anti-union and anti-gay organizations push-
ing for a constitutional convention.  Shorey or-
ganized a progressive coalition whose efforts 
won a 19-point victory on the ballot question.

 Along with a progressive/labor cycling team, 
she co-founded the Connecticut AIDS Bike 
Tour, a long-distance charity ride dedicated to 
raising funds and awareness about the work of 
14 HIV/AIDS service, education and advocacy 
organizations within Connecticut.  Shorey also 
was an active member of the United Church 
on the Green, UCC, helping to organize “radi-
cally inclusive” events building relationship at 
the intersections of people of faith, the LGBT 
community and communities of color.

  “This is a deeply challenging time for all 
working people – for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender families, and for the labor move-
ment as a whole” said Shorey. “I am honored 
and excited to have the opportunity to take on 
this new role with Pride at Work.”

 “The struggle to make a concrete difference 
in workers’ lives is needed more urgently than 
ever,” she noted. “When we build coalition 
across our communities, such as through Pride 
at Work, we can more effectively organize to 
win justice.”

Pride at Work names Peggy shorey as new executive director
longtime connecticut activist to lead lgBt union group
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“ The struggle to make a concrete difference in 
workers’ lives is needed more urgently than ever, ... 
When we build coalition across our communities, 
such as through Pride at Work, we can more 
effectively organize to win justice.”
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By: lisa a. eramo/TRT Reporter 
For the last six years, Holyoke 

Community College (HCC) has in-
cluded gender identity and expression 
in its nondiscrimination policy in an 
attempt to make the campus safe and 
accepting for transgender students. 

However, during a recent review 
of its affirmative action/nondiscrimi-
nation policy, the college decided to 
remove the language at the advice 
of its legal counsel, citing it did not 
have the authority to add groups of 
individuals that are not currently pro-
tected under state law. 

It was a decision that was based 
purely on legal implications that were 
out of the college’s jurisdiction, says 
Idelia Smith, assistant vice president 
for diversity at HCC. 

The legal rationale to remove the 
language is twofold, says Kenneth A. 
Tashjy, general counsel for the Mas-
sachusetts Community College Sys-
tem. First, the Massachusetts Board of 
Higher Education sets the affirmative 
action/nondiscrimination policies for 
all 15 Massachusetts community col-
leges and nine state colleges.  If one 
college wants to amend its policy, the 
board must approve the change and 
subsequently implement the amend-
ment system-wide, he says. Second, 
the Massachusetts anti-discrimination 
law doesn’t currently include gender 
identity and expression among its 
protected classes. 

“The community colleges’ affirma-
tive action plan is a plan that reflects 
existing protections under state law. 
We extend those protections on our 
college campuses,” says Tashjy.  “I 
have advised that you don’t extend 
beyond what the state law currently 
protects. It doesn’t mean you’re not 
sensitive or supportive, it just means 
that you’re not creating a protected 
class at the local college level that is 

not protected at the state law level.”
Ironically, Massachusetts state colleges cur-

rently include gender identity in their affirma-
tive action/nondiscrimination policies despite 
the fact that state law doesn’t protect this class, 
says Tashjy. However, until the Board of 
Higher Education changes its policy, HCC’s 
policy will remain the same, he adds. 

“[The attorney] was very clear that we can’t 
do it. And in listening to him, I don’t want to 
do it, says Vivian Ostrowski, student activities 
coordinator at HCC. “I don’t want to imply 
protections that aren’t mine to give. Do I want 
the law to change? Absolutely.  Do I want gen-
der identity and expression to be protected? 
Absolutely. But I don’t want to make a prom-
ise I can’t keep,” she says.  

However, the law may indeed soon change 
if House Bill (HB) 1728 and Senate Bill (SB) 
1687 (An Act Relative to Gender-Based Dis-
crimination and Hate Crimes) are passed. The 
legislation, reintroduced for the 2009 legisla-
tive session, makes the protection of transgen-
der people explicit, uniform, and visible to the 
general public. 

If the legislation is passed, HCC will add the 
language back into its formal affirmative ac-
tion/nondiscrimination policy, says Ostrowski. 
Until then, the college hopes to obtain approv-
al from its local board of trustees to include 
gender identity and expression in all institu-
tion-specific documents, such as its mission 
statement and pluralism policy. 

Smith says the decision to remove the lan-
guage has painted HCC in a bad light despite 
the fact that the college continuously strives 
for inclusivity. HCC offers Safe Zone train-

ing each semester and created TransCampus, 
a subcommittee of its Counsel for Commu-
nity, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (for-
merly the Affirmative Action Committee) so 
it could place more of a concentrated effort on 
transgender equality, says Smith. In addition, 
TransCampus provides a series of training 
programs for the HCC community focusing on 
transgender issues.

“The part that is most distressing is that we 
have probably done more than any other com-
munity college in the system to educate, em-
brace, and support transgender students at this 
college. In return, there has been a firestone of 
negativity,” she adds. 

“There’s a perception out there that we’ve 
done this terrible thing,” says Ostrowski. 
“Frankly, as a queer person and absolute ally, 
if we had done this in a way that was inappro-
priate and oppressive, we would have raised 
holy hell about it.”

The college recently sent this statement as 
part of a larger email to all employees and stu-
dents: “While we cannot extend legal protec-
tions that do not exist, Holyoke Community 
College is committed to ensuring a welcom-
ing, safe, and discrimination-free environment 
for transgender students, faculty, staff, and 
members of the community.”

“We don’t need the law to tell us that treat-

ing our transgender students with the same re-
gard and respect is something we should do. 
We already do that,” says Smith.

Alexander Pangborn, transgender student 
and president of the student senate at HCC, 
says the college has been both welcoming 
and accepting. “I think the impression that a 
lot of community members have gotten or as-

sumed is that some administrator decided that 
trans people weren’t worthy of equal protec-
tion, and that’s just not the case at all,” he says. 
“It’s been really frustrating … to see people 
villainizing the school. I feel that HCC is re-
ally affirming and has done a lot of work to be 
inclusive.”

However, despite its attempt to remain in-
clusive, removing gender identity and expres-
sion does set a tone of inequality, says Gunner 
Scott, executive director of the Massachusetts 
Transgender Political Coalition. “They’re go-
ing backwards. It’s counterintuitive to what’s 
happening across the country,” he says.

Currently, 281 colleges and universities na-
tionwide include gender identity and expres-
sion in their nondiscrimination policies, ac-
cording to the Transgender Law and Policy 
Institute.  However, only 81 out of the 281 
are non-private colleges and universities that 
proactively added the language. The others 

include private schools as well as schools lo-
cated in one of 13 states that already have laws 
protecting gender identity and expression. 

“The argument that we can’t do this because 
the state doesn’t require it is ludicrous,” says 

Genny Janiczek Beemyn, PhD, director of the 
Stonewall Center at UMass Amherst. “Laws 
require you to have certain things, but unless 
explicitly stated otherwise, they don’t preclude 
you from having others. It’s incredibly divi-
sive to have had this in your policy and then 
remove it.” 

UMass Amherst, for example, added gender 

identity and expression to its own legal affir-
mative action/nondiscrimination policy this 
past summer. The university’s Web site will 
be updated in January to include the amended 
policy. Beemyn, who was instrumental in ad-
vocating for the change, says a supportive vice 
chancellor and administration made it pos-
sible. “I spent years pleading with some senior 
administrators. All it really took was having 
someone in place who said, ‘Yes, I really agree 
with you on that,’” she says.

Beemyn, who also serves as a board member 
of the Transgender Law and Policy Institute, is 
no stranger to the legal implications of adding 
gender identity and expression to a nondiscrim-
ination policy. Previously, she spearheaded the 
effort at the University of Iowa, which was the 
first school in the country to add the language 
to its nondiscrimination policy in 1996 after an 
incident of discrimination took place in Iowa 
City. She also advocated for the language to be 
added at Ohio State University.

The number of colleges and universities that 
include gender identity and expression in their 
affirmative action/nondiscrimination poli-
cies will likely continue to rise, says Beemyn. 
“More and more students are making them-
selves known as being trans, and they want 
universities and colleges to serve their needs,” 
she says. 

Editor’s note: Supporters of HB 1728 and SB 
1687 can gather together and speak with leg-
islators on Transgender Equality Lobby Day 
2010, which will take place at the MA state-
house on Thursday, January 21, 2pm-5pm. 
For more information, visit the Massachusetts 
Transgender Political Coalition’s Web site at 
http://www.masstpc.org/legislation/lobbyday10.shtml.
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removal of gender identity and expression from a nondiscrimination Policy 
Ignites Storm of Controversy at one Local College

gunner scott stated that the decision is
placing the college “backwards.”
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“ I don’t want to imply protections that aren’t 
mine to give. Do I want the law to change? 
Absolutely.  Do I want gender identity and 
expression to be protected? Absolutely. 
But I don’t want to make a promise I can’t keep, ...” 

“ However, despite its attempt to remain inclusive, 
removing gender identity and expression 
does set a tone of inequality, ...” 
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NORTHAMPTON, MA—Christa 
Hilfers will present “Winter Won-
derland,” a night of drag queens 
and rock stars, on January 16 at the 
Academy of Music Theatre, 274 
Main Street in Northampton, Mas-
sachusetts. Glammy Award winning 
entertainer Peppermint is scheduled 
to headline the event, a benefit for the 
Miss Trans New England Pageant 
(www.misstransnewengland.com). 
An annual competition produced by 
Hilfers, the pageant made its debut in 
Northampton in 2009 and will once 
again in fall 2010 recognize talented 
transsexual women living in New 
England.

 “We are very excited to bring Pep-
permint to the area so that everyone 
can enjoy how talented and fabulous 
she and other transgender perform-
ers are,” said Hilfers. “Peppermint’s 
awards are many, including Enter-
tainer of the Year from The Glammy 
Awards, New York’s premiere night-
life awards ceremony. This is going 
to be the drag and musical event of 
the year. Instead of driving to New 
York City to see Peppermint, we’ll 
have a chance to see her awesome 
concert in Northampton. Nobody 
should miss it!”

 Peppermint is a rising star in the 
music video scene and two of her 
best-known singles, “Thought Ya 

Knew” and “Servin’ It Up!” are frequently 
downloaded on iTunes. Peppermint was re-
cently honored by HX magazine as the recipi-
ent of its Best Drag Queen of the Year award, 
for the second year in a row. To view her vid-
eos and learn more, visit www.Pepperminton-
line.com. 

 In addition to Peppermint, Miss Trans New 
England 2009 1st runner-up LezLeeAnne 
Rios and her rock band, and Georgia Star 
Michael, will perform. For more information, 
visit www.misstransnewengland.com, email 
misstransnewengland@gmail.com or call 
413-461-6853. 

 “Winter Wonderland” starts at 7:00 p.m. 
with a CD signing afterwards from 9:00 to 
10:00 p.m. Advance tickets may be pur-
chased for $15 at the Academy of Music The-
atre box office on Tuesdays – Fridays from 
3:00 to 6:00 p.m. or by telephone order at 
413-584-9032 x105 or online at http://acad-
emyofmusictheatre.tix.com. Service fees may 
apply. Tickets may also be purchased online 
at www.misstransnewengland.com or at the 
Ultra Gal shop and Pride and Joy Bookstore 
in Northampton, and at Food For Thought 
Books in Amherst. Tickets at the door cost 
$20.

About Peppermint:
A few of Peppermint’s many accomplish-

ments: New York drag queen extraordinaire 
Peppermint was honored by HX magazine 
with its 2009 Best Drag Queen of the Year 
award – for the second year in a row. She 
was featured in Paper Magazine’s 10th An- nual Beautiful People issue. Most notably, 

Peppermint won Entertainer of the Year from 
The Glammy Awards, New York’s premiere 
nightlife awards ceremony. It was her first 
win in this category, but she also won Best 
Emcee for the second year in a row from the 
Glammys. Peppermint has also been featured 
on the cover of NEXT Magazine. Pepper-
mint rocks out audiences in the Big Apple 
and beyond with her dynamic dance singles 
“Thought Ya Knew” and “Servin’ It Up!” 
For more information visit: www.Peppermin-
tonline.com.

 About the Miss Trans New England 
2010 Pageant:

Miss Trans New England is a pageant held 
annually in Northampton, Massachusetts for 

male-to-female (MTF) transsexuals living 
in New England. Contestants receive scores 
in four categories – glamour, poise, evening 
gown, and talent – along with a random ques-
tion from a judge. The winner receives a cash 
award and prizes. Miss Trans New England 
represents the transgender community, and 
speaks or performs at various events and 
fundraisers throughout the year of her reign. 
The first-ever Miss Trans New England Pag-
eant, held in 2009, drew regional and national 
attention. WFCR-FM radio aired a segment 
about the competition and The National Geo-
graphic Channel filmed the pageant for a tele-
vision show to air next fall. For more infor-
mation, visit www.misstransnewengland.com 
or email misstransnewengland@gmail..com.
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“Winter Wonderland” to feature nyc drag diva Peppermint 
fundraiser for transgender Pageant set at academy of music theatre

PHoTo CourTesY of PePPermiNT
glammy award winning entertainer Peppermint brings her dance music and drag extraordi-
naire from nyc to northampton on January 16 to benefit the Miss Trans New England Pageant.
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By: dan Woog*

As one decade 
ends and an-
other begins, 

The OutField pauses 
to survey the GLBT 
sports world. We’ve 
come a long way, 
baby, from the days 
when the term “gay 
athlete” was regarded 
as an oxymoron at best, 
repulsive at worst.

Life is still not 
peachy-keen, of 

course. Players and coaches remain closeted. 
Anti-gay rhetoric still flows. But a tipping 
point seems nearer than ever.

Take this story – one of several reported by 
Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation 
intern Emily Witko in a roundup titled “Me-
dia Paying Attention to LGBT Sport Issues.” 
When Outsports.com reported that Dallas 
Mavericks basketball player Drew Gooden 
referred to two Los Angeles Clippers fans as 
“faggots,” one of the men e-mailed Mavs’ 
coach Mark Cuban from his BlackBerry. Cu-
ban quickly responded: “I appreciate you tell-
ing me. I will deal w Drew.”

Similarly, when Kansas City Chiefs running 
back Larry Johnson used anti-gay slurs, the 
football team docked him a week’s pay – about 
$315,000 – and suspended him for a game. His 
agent said, “Larry apologized. He learned from 
it, and hopefully other people learned from it. 
My hope is that people learn that something 
positive can come out of this, and that there 
are words that should not be used because they 

demean people.”
Homophobic slurs are not confined to the 

U.S. Witko reports that Danish soccer team FC 
Midtjylland fired star goalkeeper Arek Onysz-
ko for writing in his book, _Fucking Polak_: 
“I hate gays, I really do. I think it’s fucking 
disgusting to hear them talk to each other as 
if they are girls. I can’t be in the same room 
as someone who’s gay. Look at them kissing 
each other – it’s sickening.” Onyszko is no 
stranger to controversy. In 2008 he was fired 
from another squad, after a conviction of as-
sault on his ex-wife. He served three months 
in prison.

Back in the U.S., Major League Baseball 
welcomed its first openly gay owner in Octo-
ber. Laura Ricketts – who serves on the board 
of Lambda Legal – joined her family in pur-
chasing the Chicago Cubs, for $845 million. 
The earth did not stop revolving – and the 
Cubs, a non-World Series contender since 
1908, did not immediately become competi-
tive – but Ricketts’ ascension to the highest 
level of the baseball world may be significant 
simply because no one cared.

The gay sports world heard a voice for 
equality from a straight source, too, when for-
mer pro Justin Bourne wrote a column in USA 
Today headlined: “It’s Time to End the Use of 
Gay Slurs in Hockey.”

Bourne – who, Witko says, used anti-gay 
slurs “many times himself” during his career 
– recognized that the atmosphere in homopho-
bic locker rooms may keep talented gay play-
ers out of the game. 

“It’s time to acknowledge we’ve been unfair 
to the gay community,” Bourne said. “The cul-
ture of our sport can be misogynistic, homo-

phobic and cruel. More important, it’s time to 
make a stand that we want it to change.”

One hockey player who may benefit from 
Bourne’s stand – if it is heeded, and adopted, 
by the sport – is a 17-year-old named “Mikey.” 
He lives in a suburb of Minneapolis, is captain 
of his high school team, and blogs regularly 

Writing in blog-speak, Mikey says: 
“im gay and not out and spend 
my whole life with jocks who 
are mostly anti gay. it usu-
ally sucks, but its cool i 
get to play hockey.” 
He writes about the 
usual: practices and 
games, shoveling 
snow and worry-
ing about waking 
up in a hotel on a 
road trip where 
teammates sleep 
two to a bed, 
spooning with a 
teammate and – 
well, this is a fam-
ily column. Check 
out http://hockeykid-
mn.blogspot.com for a 
look into what it’s like to 
be a gay high school athlete 
these days – and, in many ways, 
just a normal teenager.

Finally, a shout out to an entire hockey team. 
This one is the girls squad from Woodstock, 
New Brunswick. The Lady Thunder team won 
a Canadian provincial human rights award for 
standing up for two teammates who came out.

According to CBC News, Alyssa McLean 

and Sierra Paul were supported by Lady Thun-
der players – but taunted by rivals. The oppos-
ing team refused to shake the two girls’ hands. 
The same girls were then treated rudely at a 
fast-food restaurant.

Their Woodstock teammates devised a plan. 
They created rainbow-colored buttons, with 

the word “homophobia” crossed out. The 
girls wore the buttons to games.

A team in Edmundston, Can-
ada asked what the buttons 

were about. The Wood-
stock players gave them 

some – and their op-
ponents immediately 
put them on. 

The Woodstock 
girls were “a model 
for the promotion 
of human rights 
among youth,” 
said New Bruns-
wick Human Rights 
Commission chair 

Gordon Porter, in 
making the award.
Happily, they are not 

the only ones speaking 
out – and standing up – for 

GLBT athletes everywhere.

*Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, 
soccer coach, gay activist, and author of the 
“Jocks” series of books on gay male athletes. 
Visit his Web site at www.danwoog.com. He 
can be reached care of this publication or at 
OutField@qsyndicate.com.

The OutField: a new decade for GLBT sports starts now

dan Woog
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Bill Berggren

Last month, the Greater Boston Business Council (GBBC) held its Holiday Party and Award of Excellence 
 ceremony at the Hotel Marlow in Cambridge, Mass. The 2009 Award of Excellence winners are: 

Pam Garamond: Individual Member of the Year • Bob Linocut: Individual Achievement
Pathways Wellness: Community Service • Spirit Magazine: Small Employer • Dana-Farber: Large Employer
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