


New Year’s makes me depressed. I’ve
never liked the holiday. The more
time passes, the more distasteful it

gets. There’s much on my to-do list and time
is diminishing at a faster clip.      
This is not about Seasonal Affective Disor-

der. Nor is it about Blue Christmas Syndrome
where millions struggle with sadness during
the entire holiday season. Although a Chris-
tian, I’m indifferent to Christmas, a co-opted
Pagan holiday that conveniently ignores the
birth of Jesus in late
spring or early summer.
Thanksgiving is nice,

but the only thing most
seem to remember
about it is the inevitable
family drama and petty
feuds. Still, it’s New
Year’s that brings me
down.          
It’s as if instead of

having a light bulb over
my head offering a
wealth of good ideas
and solutions, I have an
hourglass and I can see
the sand running out. I
almost feel as if a force
is pressing down on me.    
I’ve even developed a bizarre ritual of some-

times not letting myself go to sleep. If I don’t
go to sleep then it’s not tomorrow. It’s still
today. Tomorrow has been delayed.  

My anxiety about
time isn’t about death.
Death doesn’t frighten
me. Perhaps it should.
Although I haven’t been
to the other side yet, I
sincerely believe there
are far worse things
than death. In fact,
death liberates the soul
to move to a higher
spiritual level.
No one knows for certain what’s waiting for

them on the other side,
but I’m curious to see it.
I hope to be reunited
with my precious Seal
Point Siamese cats, Tris-
tan and Isolde. The pos-
sibility of reincarnation
bothers me. One life has
been enough. I’m not in-
terested in coming back
as man, cat, mineral,
vegetable or anything
else. Just let me move on
to a better place.    
New Year’s revelers

enjoy the holiday be-
cause it’s another chance
to party and also look

ahead to a brighter time. It can signify moving
beyond the trials and tribulations of an awful
year, whether from unemployment, health ...

For the first time since its enact-
ment in 1994, last year’s 112th
Congress failed to pass a reau-

thorization of the Violence Against
Women Act, VAWA. Historically, this
bill has effortlessly passed Republican,
Democratic and
bipartisan led Con-
gresses, until now.
Despite over-
whelming support
and passage of the
bill by the Demo-

cratic-led Senate, House
Republican leadership de-
nounced it by refusing to
bring the measure to a
vote on the floor, notwith-
standing efforts by Vice
President Joe Biden. Ac-
cording to a report by the
Huffington Post, the em-
battled bill would have ex-
tended domestic violence
protections to 30 million
LGBT individuals, undoc-
umented immigrants and Native American
women. The mere thought that majority Re-
publicans in the House believe that even a frac-
tion of domestic violence victims should be
left without protections is deplorable and cer-
tainly un-American. Hopefully, the thousands
of women and other minority groups and their
allies will remember this lack of action on the
Republican’s behalf when it comes time to

vote again for Congressional leadership, or in
this case, lack-there-of. 
Never has there been a time of greater hos-

tility toward American sub-cultures as there is
today. It is a power struggle for the “majority”
that has been in power throughout the history
of our country, thereby controlling the legisla-
tive process to keep themselves at the top and

everyone else at the bot-
tom. It is about the old
ideas vs. the new ones
and the tolerant vs. the
intolerant. It is about
equal liberty, a concept
that has been forgotten
by those who lead; a
concept that should be
bestowed to all Ameri-
cans. Minority groups
are gaining great
strides. Likewise, there
has never been a time
where such diversity is
represented in Con-
gress, municipal and
Federal positions. And
with that advancement,

comes fear and an internal power conflict. That
is why the House Republican leadership re-
fused to let VAWA come to a vote. They knew
it would pass, even other Republicans strongly
expressed support of it. But the leadership
halted its progress with deliberate intent. The
leadership predicts their ship is about to sink. 

When this newspa-
per hits the stands
we will be in the

second full day of cuts insti-
tuted by the “fiscal cliff,” if
Congress and the Obama Ad-
ministration are unable to
come up with an alternative.

The Budget Control Act of 2011 mandates that
there will be $1.2 trillion
in cuts, including an 8.2
percent cut across the
board to public services,
if an agreement is not
reached on the budget. At
the time of this writing,
the last day of Congress
session before the Christ-
mas break, there are no
viable agreements com-
ing out of the House
under the leadership of
Speaker Boehner. Presi-
dent Obama, in his em-
barrassing efforts of
negotiating, has agreed
to cut at our Social Security benefits. Things are
a mess in Washington and they are making de-
cisions about the lives of those most dependent
upon state resources to survive. 
In May I wrote about the cuts we are already

experiencing in AIDS services, and I spoke with
a social worker from an AIDS Service Organi-
zation in Boston about the devastation to pro-
grams already coming to Massachusetts in
2013. If the fiscal cliff cuts go into effect, we
will see even greater loss of resources to AIDS
services. Based on the 2012 federal budget,
there will be a $538 million cut to domestic
AIDS programs and $689 million to global
AIDS programs. Domestically these numbers
mean $64 million cut to Center for Disease
Control, where we get most of our prevention

funding and outreach work; $196 million cut to
Ryan White, which is used to fund HIV/AIDS
specific care for people living with HIV/AIDS;
$77 million from AIDS Drug Assistance Pro-
gram; $251 million from National Institute of
Health AIDS research, which will set us back in
finding a vaccine; and $27 million for Housing
Opportunities for People with AIDS (HOPWA),
which provides essential homes and stability for
people living with HIV/AIDS. Not only do

these cuts to AIDS spe-
cific programs put peo-
ples' lives in danger,
people living with
HIV/AIDS rely upon so
many of the other social
services getting cut. The
reality of the fiscal cliff is
that it is an attack on poor
and marginalized people.
The good news is that

people are fighting back.
The press had a great time
with ACT-UP Philly's ac-
tion in Speaker Boehner's
office on November 27. In
case you missed it, AIDS

activists went into Boehner's office, disrobed,
their naked bodies with calls to end cuts painted
on them, and ... 
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Dear Editor,
I’ll be frank, I wasn’t too keen about reading
the low municipal index from Northampton.
I agree it should be higher. I’d like to alert
our municipality to work on bringing more
members of the GLBT community to work
for them. Maybe our Mayor can make it
happen. The information was good to know,
just when your town is criticized, it’s not
taken lightly. 

— Jim Crevasten, Northampton, MA

Dear Editor, 
Just wanted to let you know that I printed the
vouchers for the Salvation Army kettles and
even had to give them an LGBT course on
discrimination by the company. I had two
people be nice about it and one who said he
agreed with the company’s position. Nice
huh? Good ‘ole Christian, he said he was.

—Mark Reindheart, Boston, MA

Dear Editor, 
Thank you for exposing the work that the
Rhode Island organizations do, especially
the work of Miss Kitty Litter. I just love her!
It’s important to give to RI HIV organiza-
tions, especially now that most funding is
needed.

—Edward Julien, Providence, RI

Letters to the Editor

... AIDS activists went
into Boehner's office,
disrobed, their naked
bodies with calls to
end cuts painted on
them, and chanted
slogans ...”

Unfortunately, John
Boehner (R) and Eric
Cantor (R) are still at
the helm of the Repub-
lican House enter-
prise. I say it’s about
time that ship sinks
and the captains
should go down with it.

See HIV Cuts on Page 23 

Faith, family, and God: Time, death and
not looking forward to the 2012 New Year
By: Paul P. Jesep*/TRT Columnist 

Although a Christian,

I’m indifferent to Christ-

mas, a co-opted Pagan

holiday that conve-

niently ignores the

birth of Jesus in late

spring or early summer.

See Christian on page 11

See VAWA on page 19
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On November 27, 2012, just a hand-
ful of days before World AIDS Day,
the United States Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention released a
striking new report about the status of
the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the U.S.
According to the CDC, young people
between the ages of 13 and 24 repre-
sent more than a quarter of new HIV
infections each year, and over half of
these youth living with HIV are un-
aware they are infected. Furthermore,
the report stated that the most affected
group of young people are young gay,
and bisexual men, as well as African-
Americans. The Rainbow Times inter-
viewed Dr. Ralph Vetters, M.D., of the
Fenway Institute’s Sidney Borum, Jr.
Health Center, to discuss the implica-
tions of the report and how Fenway’s
programs address the issue.
The Rainbow Times: I think it might
help the reader to know how the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
can estimate numbers for a demo-
graphic whose individual population
does not know it is affected. In other

words, how can the CDC know these individ-
uals are affected without the people themselves
knowing?
Dr. Ralph Vetters: The CDC uses a number of
statistical tools to get the numbers you’re talk-
ing about. It’s what we call the treatment cas-
cade. The following web sites have the best up
to date numbers: http://tinyurl.com/6m3vt6x
and http://tinyurl.com/6jjl28.

They get these numbers by looking at rates of
testing in different populations and then look-
ing at the number of positive results within
tests done in that particular population. Say
we’re looking at a population of 100,000 peo-
ple. If, for example,
1.5% of all those
tested in a particular
population are HIV
positive, then we
would expect that
there would be 1,500
people with HIV in
that population. But
if there are only 300
people who have
been diagnosed
HIV+ in that popula-
tion then we can say
that 1,200 people are
likely to be infected
but don’t know they
are infected: in this
imaginary case that
would be 80% [of
the infected population that is unaware they are
infected]. Of course, there are a lot of problems
with this method — maybe the people who are
getting tested know that they are the highest
risk people and so the number of HIV+ cases
is high just because of their risk behaviors, but
we can’t necessarily think that every member
of the entire population shares those particular
risk behaviors. So the CDC probably does a
number of statistical checks to “weight” the
population by likely risk behavior to get the
final numbers.

Q. What contributes to people being un-
aware that they are infected with HIV?
A. People are unaware they are infected be-
cause frequently there are no symptoms when
they first get infected, or they are very mild.

There is a thing called
HIV Conversion Syn-
drome, and the typical
symptoms are fever,
rash, swollen lymph
nodes, sore throat –
things that look a lot
like a cold or viral in-
fection. And these
symptoms can be very
mild or nonexistent.
And they may not be
very closely related in
time to the incident that
caused the infection, so
people don’t tend to
connect the dots, espe-
cially when the dots are
very mild. It can then
be years before the

other symptoms of HIV come about – the op-
portunistic infections – pneumonias, meningi-
tis, anemia, et cetera – and only then might
they get tested and find out they are HIV+. One
of the big concerns is that people are most in-
fectious and able to spread HIV in the period
of time right after they get infected when their
blood is full of the virus at extremely high lev-
els. Shortly afterwards the viral load — the
number of virus particles in each drop of blood
– goes down to pretty low levels and stays
there for years, only creeping up again to high

levels when the immune system has been de-
stroyed.
That’s the medical reason why people might
be unaware that they are infected. Not getting
tested is the other reason, and that happens be-
cause of fear of being positive, fear of being
stigmatized, fear of losing insurance coverage,
fear of losing family and friends and employ-
ment, distrust of medical providers and fears
about confidentiality. Also access to free test-
ing. And among some younger gay men fatal-
ism — I’m going to die anyway, I’m going to
get it anyway — why bother getting tested.  All
this varies across populations – ethnicities,
races, ages, genders, class.
Q. What is it about the young gay and bisex-
ual men and African Americans that cause
them to be most affected? Are there certain
factors or risk behaviors that they have in
common?
A. Lots of reasons. First, the number of people
in those populations who already have HIV is
higher percentage-wise than white women in
suburbia, for example. That means that any un-
safe interaction is more likely to involve expo-
sure to HIV — there are just more people who
are HIV+ around. In addition, that means that
the number of people with brand new infec-
tions is higher and that they have a larger
amount of the virus in their blood, making it
easier for the virus to be passed along with
even small amounts of blood or seminal fluid.
This is a concept called the “community viral
load.” It turns out that young black gay and bi-
sexual men do not engage in any different
kinds of sexual activity than white gay men 

See HIV At-Risk on Page 8

Fenway: CDC reports high rates of HIV infection in young American gay and bisexual men
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The Republican leaders in the U.S.
House started off the 2013-14 session
giving unusual prominence to their legal
defense of the Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA).
As part of a routine package of “rules”

by which the House is to govern itself
during the 113th Congress, Republican
leaders included language authorizing
the continued legal defense of DOMA.
Drew Hammill, press spokesman for

House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi,
said the request runs counter to the Re-
publican “mantra” to find cuts in spend-
ing and counter to the trend toward
acceptance of same-sex couples marry-
ing.
“Republicans will take the extraordi-

nary measure of including an authoriza-
tion of their efforts to defend DOMA in
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives and by doing so, continue to spend
taxpayer funds, already adding up to
$1.7 million, in their attempts to defend

this shameful law in federal courts and the
Supreme Court,” said Hammill.
Even Log Cabin Republicans complained.
“At a time when sound fiscal policy should be

front-and-center, diverting taxpayer funds to de-
fend the Federal Defense of Marriage Act
should not be a priority, period,” said Log
Cabin’s interim executive director Gregory An-
gelo. 
The draft of the text for the rules bill, passed

along partisan lines January 3, was made known

to Democrats on the evening before the first day
of the 113th Congressional session. It was, oth-
erwise, a day of celebration for most in the
LGBT community as Vice President Joe Biden
swore in the first openly gay elected person to
the U.S. Senate – Tammy Baldwin, Democrat
of Wisconsin. The House also swore in its
largest ever LGBT caucus – with six members,
all Democrats, including Reps. Jared Polis of
Colorado, David Cicilline of Rhode Island,
Mark Takano of California, Mark Pocan of Wis-
consin, Sean Maloney of New York, and
Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona.
Polis, now the senior most openly gay mem-

ber of the House, went to the floor Thursday, to
express his disappointment with the DOMA lit-
igation language.
“Big spending Republicans on Day One

spending millions of dollars of taxpayer money
on a federal takeover of marriage and lawyer
stimulus –wrong foot to start off on,” said Polis.
The DOMA legal fees provision appears in

Section 4 of House Resolution No. 5. It author-
izes the Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group
(BLAG) to continue its legal defense of DOMA
“or related provisions” in the Windsor v. U.S.
case and “other cases that involve a challenge
to the constitutionality” of Section 3 of DOMA.
The provision states that BLAG “continues to
speak for, and articulate the institutional posi-
tion of, the House in all litigation matters in
which it appears, including Windsor v. United
States.”
The provision does not identify a dollar

amount authorized to continue this defense, but,
a spreadsheet from Democrats on the Commit-
tee on House Administration in October showed

B L A G
had paid
out more
than $1.4
mill ion
in legal
fees be-
t w e e n
April 25,
2 0 1 1 ,
and Oc-
tober 9,
2 0 1 2 .
The fees
were paid to Republican former Solicitor Gen-
eral Paul Clement and his legal team, who were
hired by House Republicans.
House Democrats criticized Speaker John

Boehner, who heads the five-member BLAG
committee, when House General Counsel Kerry
Kircher and House Administration Committee
Chair Dan Lungren (R-Calif.) signed a contract
to pay attorney Clement $500,000 to defend
DOMA after the Obama administration said it
believed the law to be unconstitutional. (The
Obama Department of Justice continues to en-
force DOMA but said it would no longer defend
the law in court.) The Committee and Congress
had not authorized expenditure of the funds for
such litigation. Democrats said the contract was
made without proper authorization for the fund-
ing.
Hammill said he does not believe the lan-

guage in the rules bill satisfies that need to au-
thorize funding, saying it was still “outside the
appropriations process.” 
LGBT groups were quick to criticize inclu-

sion of the language in the rules bill.
“It is particularly disappointing that this his-

toric Congress – with the largest-ever class of
openly lesbian, gay and bisexual Members and
same-sex Congressional spouses – has begun
with a vote that disrespects those new Members
and all LGBT Americans,” said Allison Herwitt,
legislative director for the Human Rights Cam-
paign.
Marc Solomon, national campaign director of

Freedom to Marry, called it “truly dishearten-
ing.”
DOMA, he said “has been struck down as un-

constitutional 10 times, with support from
judges appointed by Presidents Nixon, Reagan,
and both Bushes.”
“It's past time for the Republican leadership

to listen to their constituents, a majority of
whom support the freedom to marry, and stop
wasting precious resources in an effort to treat
fellow Americans as second-class citizens," said
Solomon.
That shift is not likely to happen before the

U.S. Supreme Court weighs in on the constitu-
tionality of DOMA, in the Windsor case, later
this year.
Meanwhile, in the Senate, Roll Call newspa-

per reports that there are 51 senators ready to
back a new rule change that curb the use of fil-
ibustering to stall or block legislation. Currently,
nearly all legislation has to gain at least 60 votes
in order to pass a procedural vote to close debate
and move to a vote on the bill itself. The fight
over that rules change is not expected until after
the inauguration, January 21.
© Copyright 2013 by Keen News Service. All
rights reserved.

By: Lisa Keen/Keen News Service

Congressional hypocrisy: VAWA perishes but DOMA fight lives on in GOP-led House
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In the Healthcare Equality Index,
HEI, 2012 (www.hrc.org/hei),  — an
important measure of healthcare de-
vised by the Human Rights Campaign,
HRC — 71 survey respondents met all
of the Core Four HEI criteria, earning
them the status "Leader in LGBT
Healthcare Equality 2012,” even when
407 facilities participated in it.
These 71 respondents represent 234

facilities that protect their LGBT pa-
tients and employees from discrimina-
tion, ensure equal visitation access for
LGBT people through explicitly inclu-
sive policies, and provide staff training
in LGBT patient-centered care. From
these healthcare facilities throughout
the country that met the Core Four cri-
teria, according to the HRC, only 10 of
them earned such excellence criteria in
New England. Unfortunately, the 10 fa-
cilities are all located within one state
in this region. LGBT members from
other New England states are not as
fortunate to have the treatment nearby,
as do the LGBT residents of Massachu-

setts. 
Because of these results and the limited fa-

cilities that fully care for LGBT patienes and
their rights, t is vital to stay informed about
LGBT healthcare and the institutions that go
the extra mile to provide members of the
LGBT community with equal care and treat-
ment with 100% satisfaction level to the pa-
tient and his/her family.

According to the HRC, The Healthcare
Equality Index (HEI) is a unique and invalu-
able resource for healthcare organizations
seeking to provide equitable, inclusive care to
LGBT Americans—and for LGBT Americans
seeking healthcare organizations with a
demonstrated commitment to their care.
In The Rainbow Times’ areas of coverage

(New England), the following facilities were
Leaders in LGBT Healthcare Equality 2012. 
• Baystate Health (9 facilities), Springfield,

MA
• Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center,
Boston, MA
• Boston Medical Center, Boston, MA
• Brigham and Women's Hospital, Boston, MA
• Cooley Dickinson Hospital, Northampton,
MA
• Faulkner Hospital, Boston, MA
• Fenway Health, Boston, MA
• Harvard Vanguard Medical Associates, New-
ton, MA

• Mount Auburn Hospital, Cambridge, MA
• Newton-Wellesley Hospital, Newton Lower
Falls, MA
These Leaders are all located in Massachu-

setts, two in the western part of the state. Mem-
bers of the LGBT community in New England
may have to travel, if they want to experience
the quality care that these healthcare institu-
tions provide, which has earned them the status
of “Leader in LGBT Healthcare Equality
2012.” 
Healthcare organizations are warmly invited

to participate in the HEI 2013
(http://tinyurl.com/bbe3a4u) , an online survey
that closes on February 15, 2013, and is free
of charge. Participating organizations enjoy
these benefits:
• Free online training for staff at all levels
• A customized needs assessment for planning
and benchmarking
• Featured status in the HEI report
(http://tinyurl.com/a5ecpf2) — and designa-
tion as Equality Leaders (http://tinyurl.com/bx-
aclq3), if the Core Four criteria
(http://tinyurl.com/aghat9o) are met, accord-
ing to the HRC website.
LGBT patients can search the HEI report

(http://tinyurl.com/abnkdcq) to learn which fa-
cilities have participated in the HEI, and which
have been designated as Equality Leaders
(http://tinyurl.com/agnoe5n). In 2012, a record
407 facilities were represented in the HEI, with
an unprecedented 57% designated as Leaders.
To read the complete HEI 2012 report visit:

http://tinyurl.com/a34tmjs.

2012 healthcare institutions’ proven excellence when treating LGBTs
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First ever Pioneer Valley e-philanthropy event gives over $1 million to local nonprofits
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NORTHAMPTOM, Mass. — The first 24 hour
e-philanthropy event in Western Massachusetts
was held by the Community Foundation in
partnership with nine leading funding organi-
zations. Valley Gives, an online day of donat-
ing to local nonprofits, aimed to reach out in
unique ways to donors to invest in organiza-
tions that are the fabric of Western Massachu-
setts, according to information from the Valley
Gives online fact sheet.
Caroline Deltoro, Director of Communica-

tions for the Community Foundation of West-
ern Massachusetts and Michael Kusek of
Communication Angle explained that the idea
for Valley Gives was thought up by two local
philanthropists, Al Griggs and Paul Doherty,
who were inspired by the Gates Foundation's
Giving Pledge, which asks the wealthy to do-
nate half of their wealth to charity. “The basic
idea was to inspire a ‘culture of giving’
throughout the community … we were hoping
to encourage everyone, regardless of income,
to contribute, to get out a message that philan-
thropy is not restricted to the wealthy,” said
Deltoro and Kusek. 
The online event utilized the Razoo Founda-

tion, a 501(c)(3) organization that promotes
and provides online charitable giving solu-
tions, to allow visitors to donate to nonprofits
throughout Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin
counties. Deltoro and Kusek stated that their
goal was to raise $1 million, and the event
ended up giving $1,174,737 in total to 268 par-
ticipating organizations and programs. 
“It was fun and exciting to see gifts come in

from new donors!” said Leslie Tarr Laurie,
President and CEO of Tapestry Health. Tapes-
try Health raised $3,513 and, said Laurie,
“hundreds read about our work for the first
time. Some may have already
known about our more publi-
cized work in women's health,
but not known about our
LGBT, HIV and suicide pre-
vention services.”
Wendy Payson, Director of

Communications and Commu-
nity Relations at ServiceNet,
Inc., an organization, accord-
ing to its website, that provides a wide range
of human services for people in the Pioneer
Valley, said that the day allowed them to raise

over $1,800 and gain new supporters. 
Payson also said, "Beyond that, we raised

significant awareness in the community about
the services we provide. We weren't sure what

to expect, and we were pleased
with the result."
Another organization, Family

Diversity Projects, a national
nonprofit, according to
www.familydiv.org, that creates
traveling exhibits to help elimi-
nate prejudice and harassment
of those who are discriminated
against, also benefitted from the

day. 
“It sounded like a great way to increase

awareness of our work, raise funds and help

support other Valley nonprofits, too," said
Peggy Gillepsie, Co-Director of Family Diver-
sity Projects, who also donated that day to
other area nonprofits. "We feel our local roots,
and have done a great deal of our interviewing
and photographing for our exhibits, such as
Love Makes a Family: Portraits of LGBT Peo-
ple and their Families, locally." Gillepsie stated
that they raised approximately $12,000 and in-
creased their donor base, and the funds will be
used for general operational support to make
the exhibits accessible to any venue that wants
to show them.
All organizations interviewed said that they

would absolutely participate again.
Initial feedback was positive, and Deltoro

and Kusek said that “nonprofits were very
pleased with the day, as it can be a challenge
to raise operating support, and this provided an
opportunity to be a part of something big and
high profile without having to make major in-
vestments of time and other resources,” and
also that donors “talked about how it was fun
and exciting to watch the totals come in
throughout the day and to track the progress of
their favorite charities.” 
Deltoro and Kusek said that Valley Gives

will be an annual event, and that their “hope is
to build on the success of the first year to raise
even more money in subsequent years, as
awareness continues to grow.” 
For more information about Valley Gives and

participating organizations, visit www.valley-
givesday.org.
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For those of us who grew up in the
90s, we remember sex ed classes with
videos that included testimonials from
people who looked just like us — but a
little older — about how they became
infected with HIV. We remember
haunting photographs and heart-rend-
ing stories chronicling the short lives of
those diagnosed with the virus. We re-
member Pedro from The Real World, a
sweet soul who came into our living
rooms weekly via MTV and humanized
the illness in ways those sex ed tapes
couldn’t. We remember that being di-
agnosed with HIV was a death sen-
tence.
Things certainly have changed. The

good news is that contracting HIV does
not have to be a death sentence any-
more. The bad news is that HIV infec-
tion rates among American youth are
actually increasing. And that dichotomy
of good and bad essentially sums up the
news we heard about HIV/AIDS in
2012.
Indeed, last year proved to be a com-

plex one for news about the epidemic,
with both positive and negative statistics and
figures being reported by leading organizations
working in the fields of treatment and preven-
tion. 
In July, for the first time in twenty-two years,

the International AIDS Conference
(www.aids2012.org) returned to the United
States, seeing 24,000 participants from 183
countries gather in Washington, D.C. to present
the latest research and discuss measures needed
to ensure that financial support keeps pace with
scientific advancements in the fight against the
epidemic. The tenor of publications from the
conference tended to be optimistic, as was the
UN, stating in a report released in November of
last year that ending AIDS is a feasible goal for
the near future within the next generation. 
At the same time, a 2012 report by the United

Nations Programme on AIDS stated that deaths
by AIDS had dropped from 2.3 million in 2005-
2006 to 1.7 million in 2011. Meanwhile, the
number of people living with HIV increased by
18% from 2001-2011 – a combination of the
longer lifespan of those living with the virus and
new infections.
In fact, while UNAIDS reported last year that

new HIV infection rates dropped by half in low-
and middle-income countries around the globe,
the United States Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported in November that of the
50,000 new HIV infections in the U.S., young
people aged 12-24 make up more than a quarter
of that number, with 60% of those individuals
unaware that they are infected.
The conclusion one can draw is twofold. On

the one hand, treatment for the human immun-
odeficiency virus has advanced to the point that
it need not develop into acquired immunodefi-
ciency syndrome, allowing those affected to live
to a nearly normal life expectancy if treatment
is begun soon after infection with the virus. But
on the other hand, the alarming story told by
new infection rates indicates that something
must be going awry in the efforts against the
epidemic. 
What could be at the root of the issue of high

infection rates among young people? 
Speculation might lead one to believe that part

of the blame should go the nation’s public
schools, whose lack of robust sexual education
programs could indicate that young people

might not be receiving information about HIV
in meaningful ways. According to the
Guttmacher Institute, only 20 states mandate
both sexual education and HIV education in
public schools. And while 33 states total man-
date HIV education, 13 mandate HIV education
only — meaning that the virus is discussed
without including it in a more general discus-
sion of sexual health and sexual awareness. This
amounts to less than half the states in this coun-
try’s public school system offering comprehen-
sive sexual education, leaving countless young
people in the dark about sexual issues – and the
realities of sex’s relationship to HIV infection.
Yet although these figures are troubling, and

these policies are problematic, they might not
fully answer the question.
New infection rates among youth are espe-

cially high in certain demographics. Specifi-
cally, young gay and bisexual men and African
American men tend to be at greatest risk for in-
fection, making up the lion’s share of new in-
fection statistics. Young men who have sex with
men comprise 72% of new infections, and
young African American men total 50% of new
infections, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention report released Novem-
ber 27, 2012.
Dr. Ralph Vetters, MD, of the Fenway Insti-

tute’s Sidney Borum, Jr. Health Center, is an ex-
pert in HIV research, treatment, and prevention,
especially in this particular high-risk demo-
graphic. Dr. Vetters oversees programs that
“specialize in caring for youth and young adults
ages 12 to 29 who may not feel comfortable
going anywhere else, including those who are
LGBT or just figuring things out; homeless or
living on the streets; struggling with substance
use or abuse; sex workers; or living with
HIV/AIDS,” according to a recent press release
from Fenway.
Dr. Vetters was able to provide some answers

as to why these groups see higher infection
rates, explaining that there is a certain amount
of fatalism among the young male gay popula-
tion regarding the virus, and that because the
number of people who have HIV in those pop-
ulations is already higher, risky interactions are
more likely to involve exposure to HIV. This in
turn means that the number of people with new
infections is higher, meaning that they have
more of the virus in their blood, making it more
transmissible, even via only relatively small
amounts of blood or seminal fluid. Dr. Vetters
refers to this as the concept of “community viral
load.”
In addition, although young gay black men do

not engage in different kinds of sexual activity
than young gay white men, the community viral
load in the population is higher, according to Dr.
Vetters. “This is in part a function of the way the
white gay community has organized and created
venues for testing and treatment, part a function
of racism within the gay community so that
black gay men aren’t integrated into those test-
ing and treatment venues, part a function of the
economy and the fact that the young black pop-
ulation is less likely to have health insurance

and therefore less likely to be engaged in care
and getting their HIV disease managed and
treated: treatment reduces the community viral
load.”
When asked how these issues might be ad-

dressed, Dr. Vetters pointed to the strategies of
programs at Fenway Institute. According to Dr.
Vetters, reducing barriers to testing and treat-
ment is key to the effort. Working closely with
local youth service organizations like BAGLY
(Boston Area Gay and Lesbian Youth) and
Boston GLASS (Gay and lesbian adolescent
support services) enables the Borum Health
Center to uniquely engage with HIV-positive
youth. “By working closely with these organi-
zations, the Borum has developed a reputation
of understanding the lives these youth lead – we
are non-judgmental, sex-positive and focus on
harm-reduction — supporting behaviors over
time that will reduce exposure to the community
viral load. Youth who test positive are referred
to us for management. We provide free STD and
HIV screenings; we help people get signed up
for health insurance; we offer an environment
that is youth focused — not adult or baby fo-
cused in the way that pediatricians’ offices or
adult care clinics can turn off youth. We are able

to be the first and most successful place where
HIV+ youth can get into regular health care.”
In addition, three other programs at Fenway

– Project PrEPare, SMILE, and Connect 2 Pro-
tect — focus specifically on this particular high-
risk population of young gay and bisexual men
of color, and act in complementary ways to re-
duce new infections, improve treatment, reduce
the community viral load, and attack head-on
some of the structural barriers in the community
that have limited the efficacy of previous at-
tempts at intervention in this demographic.
However, Dr. Vetters cautions, “When we see

that 26% of all the new cases of HIV nationwide
are from this relatively small segment of the
overall population, it means that there is, in a
sense, a different kind of epidemic going on
among young, gay and bisexual African Amer-
ican males. It implies that the public health ap-
proaches, community outreach programs, and
clinical treatment plans that have been working
to some extent for the rest of the population are
not working for this particular population and
so we have to rethink our entire game.”
But amidst all the data and numbers, all the

science and medicine and research papers, and
the 34 million people living with HIV around
the world, there are two things everyone seems
to agree on. The first is that great strides have
been made in the thirty years since the epidemic
first came to national attention in the early
1980s. And the second is that only through co-
ordinated efforts to expand HIV prevention and
treatment initiatives, integrate HIV programs
into broader health services, maintain funding,
and improve human rights across vulnerable
populations will the international community
begin to end the AIDS epidemic.
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(unprotected receptive anal sex, for example),
or engage in them more frequently than white
gay men, but that the community viral load
among young black gay and bisexual men is
higher than it is among the white gay commu-
nity. This is in part a function of the way the
white gay community has organized and cre-
ated venues for testing and treatment, part a
function of racism within the gay community
so that black gay men aren’t integrated into
those testing and treatment venues, part a func-
tion of the economy and the fact that the young
black population is less likely to have health in-
surance and therefore less likely to be engaged
in care and getting their HIV disease managed
and treated: treatment reduces the community
viral load. We also have to think about other
sexually transmitted infections such as herpes,
chlamydia, gonorrhea: rates of these disease are
higher among the black gay/bisexual male pop-
ulation for the same reasons as above, and hav-
ing those diseases makes it easier to contract
HIV.
Q. Can you explain the significance of the
CDC study’s findings for the present and fu-
ture of the HIV/AIDS epidemic? How do
these figures fit in to overall trends since the
disease first received wide attention?
A. The biggest deal about this is that in other
segments of the population the rates of increase
in infection are going down: for example, white
males who have sex with men are getting in-
fected at a lower rate than before. In fact, some
people are now talking about the idea that by
treating everybody we know who has HIV we
can reduce the rate of new infections and by
doing that snuff out the epidemic much the way
was done with smallpox and is being done with
polio. But, when we see that 26% of all the new
cases of HIV nationwide are from this rela-
tively small segment of the overall population,
it means that there is, in a sense, a different kind
of epidemic going on among young, gay and
bisexual African American males. It implies
that the public health approaches, community
outreach programs, and clinical treatment plans
that have been working to some extent for the
rest of the population are not working for this
particular population and so we have to rethink
our entire game.
Q. What must be done/what does Fenway's
Borum Center do to address these issues?
A. At the Borum, where we see mostly adoles-
cents and young adults and focus on providing
care to high-risk populations, we mostly try to
reduce barriers to testing and treatment. We
work closely with local youth service organi-
zations — BAGLY (Boston Area Gay and Les-
bian Youth) and Boston GLASS (Gay and
lesbian adolescent support services), for exam-

ple — to provide (in BAGLY’s case) and sup-
port (in the case of GLASS) — peer-oriented
outreach and HIV screening in unconventional
venues. Screening gets done where the youth
hang out and where they have confidence in the
people who are providing the tests – they know
that their “$#%t” won’t get spread around the
community. By working closely with these or-
ganizations, the Borum has developed a repu-
tation of understanding the lives these youth
lead – we are non-judgmental, sex-positive and
focus on harm-reduction – supporting behav-
iors over time that will reduce exposure to the
community viral load. Youth who test positive
are referred to us for management. We provide
free STD and HIV screenings; we help people

get signed up for health insurance; we offer an
environment that is youth focused – not adult
or baby focused in the way that pediatricians’
offices or adult care clinics can turn off youth.
We are able to be the first and most successful
place where HIV+ youth can get into regular
health care. And studies show that individuals
who know they are positive alter their behavior
in ways that reduces viral exposure to unin-
fected partners. So we have helped to create a
network of HIV screening, SDT screening and
treatment, and linkage to health care that is cul-
turally appropriate, matches the cognitive and
developmental stage of youth, and helps reduce
the community viral load.
Q. A recent press release from Fenway in re-
lation to the CDC report highlights three of
Fenway’s Adolescent Trial Network pro-
grams as of interest to the CDC research,
presumably because they aim to reduce
harm among some of the most at-risk popu-

lations. Can you explain how Project PrE-
Pare, SMILE Linkage-to-Care Program,
and Connect to Protect work together, and
their goals?
A. These three programs are directly targeted
towards this specific high-risk population of
young (12 to 24), gay and bisexual young men
of color. They are meant to act in complimen-
tary ways to reduce new infections, improve
treatment and reduce the community viral load
that I talked about before, and to attack head on
some of the structural barriers in the commu-
nity that have limited the efficacy of previous
attempts to intervene in the epidemic among
this population. 
Project PrEPare will be offering medications to
youth that are known to reduce new infections
from exposure to HIV during high-risk sexual
behavior among men. This project is meant to
see if it will similarly reduce new HIV infec-
tions among youth – if it does, it could help
break the chain of transmission that maintains
the current epidemic. 
The SMILE program is a direct patient naviga-
tion program where an outreach worker meets
personally with HIV+ youth and helps figure
out all the things that keep them from regularly
engaging in care (transportation, behavioral
health concerns, income issues, housing prob-
lems) and then helps them resolve those prob-
lems so that regular HIV care can keep them
healthy and maintain their adherence to treat-
ment and keep their individual viral loads un-
detectable, thereby helping to reduce the
community viral load. 
Connect 2 Protect is a community wide collab-
orative program trying to identify and then rec-
tify built in barriers to individual youth’s ability
to engage in less risky behavior: this team is
looking at: 1) the role of faith groups and fam-
ily and how that may increase a youth’s sense
of isolation and alienation, contributing to their
risky behavior; 2) the lack of comprehensive,
culturally appropriate sex education in the
schools and how simple knowledge deficit may
contribute to behavior that increases the risk of
HIV infection.
None of these programs expects immediate re-
sults; the goal is to develop structural changes,
and new habits as well as evidence-based clin-
ical interventions that, over time, will bend the
curve towards the extinction of the epidemic,
or at the very least a reduction in the proportion
of new infections found in this young age
group.
To learn more about Fenway’s Sidney

Borum, Jr. Health Center, visit http://sidneybo-
rum.org/. To find out more about the other Fen-
way programs mentioned in this interview, visit
the Fenway Institute website found at:
www.fenwayhealth.org/. 

At Fenway there
are programs di-

rectly targeted to-
wards this

specific high-risk
population ...”

— Dr. Vetters

HIV At-Risk From page 3HUD Enforces LGBT
Equal Access Rule
WASHINGTON, D.C.—On January 2nd, the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) announced a settlement agree-
ment in a claim it brought against Bank of
America for discriminating against a lesbian cou-
ple applying for a federally insured mortgage
loan. This settlement marks HUD’s first enforce-
ment action taken under its recently enacted
LGBT Equal Access Rule.
The rule, which represents one of the most sig-

nificant federal nondiscrimination efforts ever
taken on behalf of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) community, went into effect
on March 5, 2012. It prohibits discrimination
based on sexual orientation, gender identity, and
marital status in public housing and HUD’s core
housing programs, including eligibility determi-
nations for mortgage loans insured by the Federal
Housing Administration (FHA). NCLR worked
closely with HUD in the development of this
rule, and has continued to partner with HUD on
implementation of and education about the rule.
HUD brought the claim alleging that Bank of

America’s denial of an FHA-insured mortgage
loan from an otherwise eligible Florida lesbian
couple because they were not married constituted
discrimination based on sexual orientation and
marital status. The agreement requires Bank of
America to pay a fine of $7,500 and to notify its
residential mortgage loan originators, processors
and underwriters of the settlement agreement.
Moreover, it requires Bank of America to take
steps to re-train its employees that the Equal Ac-
cess Rule prohibits discrimination against appli-
cants based on sexual orientation, gender
identity, and marital status. 
“[This] announcement is a turning point for the

LGBT community in its fight for equal access to
fair and affordable housing,” said NCLR Policy
Director Maya Rupert, Esq. “This settlement
agreement shows how serious HUD is about
working to ensure all people and their families
can access public housing and crucial housing
programs. 
We congratulate Assistant Secretary John

Trasviña and his staff on this important victory,
and we look forward to continuing to work with
HUD on its efforts on behalf of the LGBT com-
munity. We hope to work with entities like Bank
of America as they bring their policies into com-
pliance with the LGBT Equal Access Rule and
train their staff to serve the LGBT community.”
The National Center for Lesbian Rights is a na-

tional legal organization committed to advancing
the human and civil rights of the lgbt community
through litigation, public policy advocacy, and
public education. www.NCLRights.org. 
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New theme for annual LGBT health
event draws big crowd, raises funds

HGLHC's One Big Event attendees, including Senator Richard Blumenthal (second from left-toright) and
Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra (first, from left-to-right).
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HARTFORD, Connecticut — The
tenth annual fundraiser for the Hartford
Gay and Lesbian Health Collective, the
largest organization in Connecticut de-
voted to the LGBT and HIV/AIDS
communities, succeeded in raising
monies to support their LGBT and
HIV/AIDS health programs and serv-
ices in the greater Hartford area. One
Big Event, held yearly in the fall, was
reinvented for this year, and was at-
tended by over 500 people.
"One Big Event is unique because it

is the largest black tie LGBT event held
at the largest event facility in Connecti-
cut. Our goal was to raise $125,000,
and we did," said Dan Millett, Devel-
opment Coordinator for the HGLHC.
According to a press release pub-

lished after the event, this was the best
One Big Event yet, and "dignitaries
such as Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra
and Senator Richard Blumenthal ...
commented on the significance of the
evening."
The evening included over 200 live

and silent
a u c t i o n
items, din-
ner, cock-
tails and
d a n c i n g .
This was
the first
L G B T
event ever
held at the
Connecticut Convention Center, the largest
such venue in the state. This new location was
part of their new ad campaign, "New Look,
New Venue, New Attitude," which aimed to be
"sexy and sophisticated," according to Millett.
"We outgrew our old venue and ... the new at-

titude was to emphasize the tenth year of One
Big Event and how it has grown." 
The Hartford Gay and Lesbian Health Col-

lective seeks to provide medical and dental
services, education and support groups and re-
ferral services for the LGBT communities, ac-
cording to the HGLHC website, and it serves
clients of all genders and gender identities,
sexual orientations, ages and ethnicities.
Funds raised from the event support all pro-

gramming by the HGLHC, including HIV pro-
grams, counseling/testing and education,
educational and social groups for Latino men,
an assortment of support groups for LGBT
people of all ages and needs, as well as various
medical services. The press release stated that
this monetary success was due to the support
of not only attendees, but auction donors, ad-
vertisers and sponsors, and that an appeal to
the audience by Michael Wilson, former Artis-
tic Director of the Hartford Stage, raised over
$15,000 alone, by reminding those in atten-
dance how the Health Collective meets the
many needs of the community. 
Next year, the event will be held in October,

again at the Connecticut Convention Center,
and will mark HGLHC's 30th anniversary of

service to the
LGBT and
HIV /AIDS
c ommu n i -
ties, said
Millett. The
organization
is also begin-
ning to de-
velop other
fundraising
events to be

held throughout the year.  
For more information about One Big Event

and the Hartford Gay and Lesbian Health Col-
lective, visit www.onebigevent.org and
www.hglhc.org.

By: Emily Scagel/TRT Assistant Editor
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BOSTON, Massachusetts — Legacy
has released a report entitled LGBT
Communities & Tobacco Use
(http://tinyurl.com/aossg9x). This is the
twelfth publication in Legacy’s dissem-
ination series. It calls attention to the
issue of the high prevalence of tobacco
use and nicotine dependence in LGBT
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender)
communities in the United States and
examines socio-cultural facets of to-
bacco use and tobacco-related knowl-
edge, attitudes, and behaviors among
LGBT individuals. It also includes four
examples of promising projects imple-
mented by Legacy’s past grantees to ad-
dress the high prevalence of tobacco
use and tobacco-related disparities in
this population, including The Fenway
Institute’s Network for LGBT Health
Equity (http://tinyurl.com/a55hv87).
The release of the Legacy report will

be complimented by a video titled To-
bacco Control in LGBT Communities
(http://tinyurl.com/aossg9x), which
looks at tobacco use among the LGBT
population through personal stories and

expert insights from Scout, PhD, Director of
the Network for LGBT Health Equity and oth-
ers.  There will also be a webcast at 3:30 p.m.
EDT titled Tobacco Use in the LGBT Commu-
nities: Why LGBT People Smoke So Much &
What Can Be Done About It
(http://tinyurl.com/bxa8wxm) and Scout will
be one of a panel of experts featured.  You can

get more information about the panelists and
view the webcast online at
http://tinyurl.com/bxa8wxm.
The three-pronged release represents one of

the largest spotlights ever shone on LGBT to-
bacco use by a major tobacco control organi-
zation.  A recent article in the American
Journal of Public Health
(http://tinyurl.com/ay95l5x) analyzed nation-
ally representative survey results and found
that LGBT people smoke cigarettes at rates
that are nearly 70
percent higher than
the general popula-
tion. Legacy is com-
mitted to raising
awareness of the
high prevalence of
tobacco use within
these communities
and highlighting so-
lutions to address it.
Individual projects

at the grassroots
level have succeeded
in shifting some
norms within the
LGBT community.
Some of these projects are detailed as case
studies in the report.

• Leave No Funds Behind: Bridging the Gap
Between LGBT Organizations and Tobacco
Control Funding: The Network for LGBT
Health Equity worked with Legacy to create a

project called “Leave No Funds Behind,” to
create a national database and toolkits and pro-
vide technical assistance and training in order
to establish a bridge between LGBT organiza-
tions and tobacco control funders.
• CRUSH: The LGBT Lifestyle Project:
CRUSH was an experiential marketing cam-
paign by the Southern Nevada Health District
Tobacco Control Program designed to address
tobacco disparities among LGBT populations
in Las Vegas, Nevada.

• Delicious Lesbian
Kisses: A Social Market-
ing Campaign with Stay-
ing Power: The National
Lesbian Health Organi-
zation (Mautner Project)
designed the campaign to
address tobacco dispari-
ties among women over
the age of 40 by promot-
ing the idea that non-
smoking women were
sexier and more fun to
kiss through posters and
launch events in five
cities across the United

States.
• 30 Seconds: Helping Health Care Providers
Reach LGBT Tobacco Users: The Gay and
Lesbian Medical Association created an online
Continuing Medical Education (CME) course
for health care providers to teach culturally tai-
lored strategies for conducting Brief Tobacco

Interventions with LGBT patients.
Legacy (www.legacyforhealth.org/) is dedi-

cated to building a world where young people
reject tobacco and anyone can quit.  The Foun-
dation develops programs that address the
health effects of tobacco use. We want to help
all young people reject tobacco, and give
everyone access to tobacco prevention and ces-
sation services.
The Network for LGBT Health Equity

(http://tinyurl.com/a55hv87) is a community-
driven network of advocates and professionals
looking to enhance LGBT health by eliminat-
ing tobacco use, and other health disparities
within our communities. We are one of six
CDC-funded tobacco disparity networks and a
project of The Fenway Institute in Boston.
For more than forty years, Fenway Health

(http://tinyurl.com/aphj6x6) has been working
to make life healthier for the people in our
neighborhood, the LGBT community, people
living with HIV/AIDS and the broader popu-
lation.  The Fenway Institute
(http://tinyurl.com/29pl78d) at Fenway Health
is an interdisciplinary center for research,
training, education and policy development fo-
cusing on national and international health is-
sues. Fenway’s Sidney Borum Jr. Health
Center (http://sidneyborum.org/) cares for
youth and young adults ages 12 to 29 who may
not feel comfortable going anywhere else, in-
cluding those who are LGBT or just figuring
things out; homeless or living on the streets;
struggling with substance use or abuse; sex
workers; or living with HIV/AIDS.
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High prevalence of tobacco use & nicotine dependence in LGBTs
Work of The Fenway Institute’s Network for LGBT health equity spotlighted by Tobacco Foundation
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BRATTLEBORO, Vermont — Green Moun-
tain Crossroads, a new organization for the
Lesbian, Gay,Bisexual, Transgender and
Queer community, has formed and will hold
an official launch party on Friday, January 25,
at 6 p.m. at the Backside Café in Brattleboro,
VT.
Green Mountain Crossroads (GMC) is a non-
profit organization with a mission of support-
ing the local rural LGBTQ community in
being visible and connected with each other.
Based in Brattleboro, GMC will feature com-
munity events, news and information from the
tri-state area of southeastern Vermont, south-
western New Hamsphire, and northwestern
Massachusetts.
GMC hosts an interactive

Community Calendar at its
website  —
http://tinyurl.com/ah4938w
— and an email list for an-
nouncements.
One of GMC’s primary

goals is to keep the local
LGBTQ community
informed of events and

activities of interest, and
maintain information on re-
sources for LGBTQ indi-
viduals.
As 2013 progresses,

GMC will also host work-
shops and events for the
community, including

performances by renowned

performers such as Peterson Toscano. Toscano
visited Brattleboro with his show “Transfigu-
rations: Transgressing Gender in the Bible” in
2012, and plans are underway to bring him to
Brattleboro again this year with
his new show.
The official launch party on Friday, January

25 is a public event, open to the LGBTQ com-
munity and straight allies alike. Refreshments
will be served and drawings for door prizes

will take place. Snow date is Friday, February
1. For more information on Green Mountain
Crossroads, visit the organization’s website at:
http://tinyurl.com/ah4938w or email them at:
greenmountaincrossroads@gmail.com.

issues, or relationship breakup. Ironically, even
in years objectively considered challenging,
I’ve never been enthusiastic to send a bad one
on its way.
The maddening discussion I have with my-

self about time, and probably purpose, is tem-
pered by one of my favorite writers – Leo
Tolstoy.  
“You say you would do twice, ten times, a

hundred times, more than you did,” wrote Tol-
stoy. “But if you did ten thousand times ten
thousand more than all men [and women] have
done what would that have been in the work of
God? A mere nothing! God’s work … is infi-
nite. God’s work is you … be not a laborer [but
a son or daughter], and you will become a part-
ner of the infinite God … your work will be
neither small nor great, it will be God’s work.” 

The quote keeps me grounded. There are a
lot of very old, bitter, unhappy people I’ve met.
I’ve realized they were probably as nasty when
they were in their 30s as they are in their 80s.
It speaks to the quality of one’s life, not how
many years you live. It speaks to celebrating
something every day with friends and the fam-
ily you make. There’s always more you can do
with your career or in trying to make a differ-
ence for others. Just do what you can, where
you can, and find joy. If only I could follow my
own advice. 

*Paul is an author, attorney, and a seminary
trained, ordained priest in greater Albany, NY.
He recently authored “Lost Sense of Self & the
Ethics Crisis – Learn to Live and Work Ethi-
cally,” and is founder of www.CorporateChap-
laincy.biz.”

New LGBTQ organization formed in Vermont Franks wants the MA Senate appointment

Christian from page 2
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BOSTON, Massachusetts — One day out of
retirement as a member of the U.S. House,
Barney Frank said Friday that he has asked
Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick to ap-
point him as the interim senator to replace John
Kerry, who is expected to be confirmed Secre-
tary of State later this month.
Frank told MSNBC’s Morning Joe talk show

panel on that he would like to serve as U.S.
Senator from Massachusetts for the several
months before a special election chooses
Kerry’s replacement.
Host Joe Scarborough, racing to close off the

eight-minute free-for-all “exit interview” with
Frank, asked: “Former Congressman Barney
Frank, would you consider possibly being fu-
ture Senator Barney Frank if the governor calls
you and says…
“Yeh,” said Frank, before the question was

fully out of Scarborough’s mouth.
“…fill in for a few months?”
“A month ago, a few weeks in fact, I said I

wasn’t interested,” said Frank. “It was kinda
like you’re about to graduate and they said
you’ve got to go to summer school. But that
[temporary fiscal cliff] deal now means that
February, March, and April are going to be
among the most important months in American
financial….”
“So, you’d consider it?” interjected Scarbor-

ough.
“Yes, in fact, I’m not going to be coy, it’s not

anything I’ve ever been very good at, but I’ve
told the governor that I would like, frankly, to
do that because I would like to be a part of
that.”
President Obama nominated Kerry Decem-

ber 15 to replace retiring Secretary of State

Hillary Clinton.
Governor Patrick
said, at a press
conference De-
cember 21 that he
would not name
anyone to the seat
until after Kerry
is confirmed. But
that process is not
expected to take
long because
Kerry appears to
have widespread
support from his
senate colleagues
in both parties.

Other names being tossed around the rumor
mill as potential interim senators include Mike
Dukakis, a former Democratic governor of
Massachusetts, and Vicki Kennedy, the widow
of the late Senator Ted Kennedy. Frank has the
advantage of still having a residence and staff
in Washington.
Meanwhile, U.S. Senator Scott Brown, a Re-

publican who held the Kennedy seat until he
was replaced by newly sworn-in Senator Eliz-
abeth Warren on Friday, is expected to run for
the Kerry seat. And, at the moment, Democrats
in Massachusetts appear to be coalescing be-
hind U.S. Rep. Ed Markey, who has announced
his bid for the Kerry seat.
Frank, 70, and just retired after more than 30

years in Congress, said he is not interested in
running for the Kerry senate seat.
© Copyright 2013 by Keen News Service. All
rights reserved.

Barney Frank
PHOTO: OFFICIAL PHOTO
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BOSTON, Massachusetts — New HIV
infections held steady at about 50,000
in 2010, the CDC reported last month,
but new infections among gay, bisexual
and other men who have sex with men
(MSM) are up 12% from 2008 to 2010.
MSM represented 64% of new infec-
tions in 2010 compared with 61% in
2009, even though MSM comprise
only 2% of the adult population. New
infections were up 22% from 2008 to
2010 among MSM age 13 to 24.
Despite the disproportionate burden

of HIV among MSM, especially Black
MSM, targeted HIV prevention is
largely targeted toward heterosexuals
and other risk groups, according to an
analysis conducted by The Fenway In-
stitute last year at the request of Fun-
ders Concerned About AIDS and
amFAR. That analysis found that:
• In a 2009 Wisconsin case study,
among Blacks, male on male sex ac-
counted for 58% of HIV diagnoses that
year. Yet Black gay men only received
19% of targeted tests, and made up only
11% of HIV prevention clients.

• Only 27% of HIV education and risk reduc-
tion funding was targeted toward MSM, ac-
cording to a 2011 Centers for Disease Control
analysis; 38% was targeted toward high-risk
heterosexuals, while 20% was not targeted or
was targeted toward other risk groups.
• Only 16% of National Institutes of Health
funding for HIV that was targeted to a specific
risk group was allotted to MSM, according to
a 2011 report by the White House Office of

National AIDS Policy.
“The HIV epidemic is increasingly impact-

ing gay and bisexual men, especially Black
men and young men, despite new advances in
treatment and prevention,” said Kenneth
Mayer, MD, Medical Research Director and
Co-Chair of The Fenway Institute. “We must
redouble our efforts to prevent HIV among gay
men by shifting prevention funding to more
closely match the incidence data.”  Many
working in AIDS policy on the federal level are
aware that prevention with MSM is under-
funded and are working to change this.  Dr.
Kevin Fenton, Director of the CDC’s National
Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD
and TB Prevention for the past seven years, re-
cently acknowledged that funding for preven-
tion and research with gay men was “about

half of what it should be.”  “Our own stigma,
our own homophobia,” Fenton said, “cascades
down in our funding and allocations, intention-
ally or unintentionally resulting in underfund-
ing of gay men’s work across the country.”
(Source, The Georgia Voice, March 30, 2012.)
The CDC recently launched new behavioral

intervention programs aimed at Black gay men
and transgender women. The CDC’s pro-HIV
testing ads feature positive images of gay men
of color. However, these don’t challenge the
anti-gay prejudice that increases young gay
men’s vulnerability to HIV and still discour-
ages HIV testing in many communities. 
HIV is just one of many health disparities af-

fecting gay youth. Many correlate with expe-
riences of being bullied or socially isolated.
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) youth are at greater risk than their het-
erosexual peers of violence and victimization,
self-harm, substance abuse, sexually risky be-
havior and school absences because they feel
unsafe.
There are a number of resiliency factors

linked to lower rates of risk behavior among
LGBT youth. These include having openly gay
role models among teachers, school staff or
family; having nondiscrimination and anti-bul-
lying policies in schools, and family accept-
ance —- especially parental acceptance. Young
people who have these supports are less likely
to have unprotected sex, multiple sexual part-
ners, abuse substances, suffer from depression
or be homeless.
“The Obama administration has the power to

change the current dynamic, in which gay men
are more than 40 times as likely as their

straight counterparts to become HIV infected,”
said Sean Cahill, PhD, Director of Health Pol-
icy Research at The Fenway Institute. “The
Centers for Disease Control could challenge
anti-gay stigma as the public health threat that
it is, through innovative social marketing cam-
paigns aimed at shifting social norms related
to anti-gay prejudice. The CDC and public
health departments should fund campaigns and
interventions that promote parental acceptance
of gay sons as a resiliency factor that can be
protective against HIV infection.”
Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), which the

US Food and Drug Administration recently ap-
proved, can significantly reduce HIV’s preva

Fenway: More HIV prevention funding needed for gay men
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Kenneth H. Mayer, MD, Co-Chair of The Fenway In-
stitute. PHOTO: MARILYN HUMPHRIES

Sean Cahill, PhD, Director of Health Policy Re-
search at The Fenway Institute. 
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More than 30 years have passed since Bette
Midler made her screen debut as a rocker with
a self-destructive drug habit. The film, 1979’s
The Rose, turned the Hawaii native’s dreams,
and her nights performing for half-naked gay
men at a New York City bathhouse, into a leg-
endary and undeniably influential career in
music — the title song is one of her biggest
hits — and in film.
Later roles would include parts in Beaches,

Hocus Pocus and The First Wives Club, all of
which go down as gay cult classics. A star of
the stage, screen and recording studio, with nu-
merous Grammys, Golden Globes and Emmys
to her name – even the moniker “The Divine
Miss M” doesn’t quite do her justice.
But now that the curtain’s closed on her two-

year Las Vegas spectacle – The Showgirl Must
Go Onwrapped in 2010 – she returns as a lead-
ing lady in her first major picture in more than
a decade. In Parental Guidance, the 67-year-
old plays a grandparent alongside Billy Crys-
tal, who both try to navigate modern-day
parenting conundrums when they’re stuck
watching their daughter’s three kids.
In this chat with Midler, she talked about

Parental Guidance — including the film’s
stance on bullying — and the “bittersweet” be-
ginning of her career.
Chris Azzopardi: You share some similari-
ties with your character, Diane Decker, in
Parental Guidance. One thing I’d like to be-
lieve you don’t have in common with her,
though, is when one of the kids dresses up
as a girl. You would have let that boy wear
those high heels, wouldn’t you have?
Bette Midler: I haven’t seen it. I wasn’t in that
scene.
Q. The part where you and Billy Crystal
won’t let the youngest boy go to school in
those heels – that wasn’t you?
A. (Laughs) Oh, yes – that’s right.
Q. You would have let him wear those,
right?
A. What are you trying to get at?
Q. That you’re a gay icon. I could see you
being OK with him in heels.
A. I sort of try to avoid encouraging kids to be
hustlers.
Q. The movie also takes a stand against bul-
lying. It suggests standing up for yourself
and fighting back. Is that what you would
tell a kid? What would your advice be?
A. I would tell them to tell someone immedi-
ately. Tell a grown-up. Tell an older person im-
mediately that this is happening. Say, “Please
help me stop this.” You shouldn’t keep it a se-
cret. I would encourage a child not to keep it a
secret and to get help as quick as they can, and
if they don’t get help in one place, try to get
help in another place.
It’s completely unacceptable. It’s a big country
and there are so many different kinds of people
in this country now — and everybody doesn’t
raise their kids the right way, you know?
Sometimes children who are a little bit differ-
ent are not considered — and they have to be!
Everybody has to be considered and treated
fairly. It’s just unacceptable.
Q. You must’ve appreciated that Parental
Guidance spotlighted that issue, right?
A. Oh, you know, Billy’s a guy with a pretty
big heart, and he’s a fair-minded guy and I’m
sure that was something he never even thought
of not putting in. Of course he’d be a fan of
doing the right thing.

Q. Who came up with the singing bits in the
film? You and Billy?
A. It was his idea. We had been singing to the
kids to keep them entertained for a week or
two. We had a big tornado scare and everyone
was in the basement at one time, so we were
entertaining the kids. It just sort of happened
that we were singing these doo-wop novelty
songs, and the kids seemed to like them. They
had never heard any of this stuff before, so it
just sort of fell into place and seemed like a fun
addition to the movie.
Q. Which songs were you singing?
A. “Get a Job,” “Yakety Yak” and “Poison Ivy”
— the old Leiber and Stoller catalog. Both of
us are around the same age, so that’s our child-
hood music. We’re very steeped in it.
Q. It was cool to see Marc Shaiman’s name
on the project too, because you’ve worked
together before. What was it like having him
work on Parental Guidance, as well?
A. He’s a dear friend of Billy’s and a dear
friend of mine, so when they needed someone
to score the picture, Billy brought him up be-
cause he has such a great sense of humor.
Q. Your career started in the ’70s when you
performed with Barry Manilow at the Con-
tinental Baths in Manhattan, where you got
your nickname “Bathhouse Bette.” Do you
have any good stories or memories from
those days?
A. To tell you the truth, it’s in the dim, dark re-
cess of time. I remember I had a wonderful
time. I remember I made a great mark. I re-
member that I had a lot of friends in the gay
world. I mean, I remember friends more than I
remember instances. Unfortunately, a lot of
those people are gone, and I think about them
often. They would’ve just been hitting their
stride at this point. It’s very bittersweet.
Q. You mention having lots of gay friends
then, but I’m sure there’s no shortage of
them in your life now.
A. Of course I have a lot of gay friends. I’m in
show business!
Q. Do you still keep in touch with anyone
from those bathhouse days?
A. Actually, most of them have passed. I hear

from a couple of people. My old assistant from
those days is still in my life, and so is my cos-
tumer. We’re still in touch and I see a couple
of the girls, The Harlots, from time to time. But
honestly, it’s a big, big life and a big world, and
people go off on their own and do what they
do. Everyone tries to do the best they can.

I will say that in the old days when all of this
was all so underground, the excitement in the
gay community now about gay marriage and
coming above the ground, older people (must)
think, “Wow, look how far the gay community
has come by sticking together and toughing it
out.” You know, gay marriage, being able to
adopt children, being part of the mainstream
as opposed to always being sub rosa — it must
be so fascinating and such a strong validation.
Q. You’ve really seen the evolution of the
gay rights movement.
A. I certainly have.
Q. You were at the forefront of it when you
got your start, so where do you think — or
where do you hope — the gay movement is
headed?
A. I’m not gay so it’s kind of hard for me to
answer that question. I watch and I’m fasci-
nated and I’m interested. And I’m enthusiastic.
I’m all those things. I try to help where I can.
I just think it’s just fantastic for the gay com-
munity. Just fantastic. And I know they’re
happy. I know there’s a lot of joy in the com-
munity. I know there are a lot of people who
are very, very excited about the change that all
this acceptance has given them. I know it’s a
real thrill. At the same time, there’s also the
part that was exciting because there was noth-
ing that they were allowed to do. There was all
this stuff about doing things under the radar
that was also exciting in a whole other way. So
it’s interesting to watch. Very interesting to
watch. And I’m happy for those who are
happy. I really am.

Bette Midler: The Showgirl talks boys in heels, bullying and more

See Midler on page 21

By: Chris Azzopardi/Special for TRT
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Billy Crystal and Bette Midler play the grandparents in the movie Parental Guidance, as their characters try to
navigate modern-day parenting woes as they babysit their grandchildren for three days.

PH
OT

O:
 P

HI
L 
CA

RU
SO

 

http://www.therainbowtimesmass.com
http://ptown.org/Home.asp


Q: I read your solidarity
piece. I disagree. First,
drag queens are entertain-
ers; at the end of the show,
they clean off the makeup,
get in their male street
clothes and go home. Sec-
ond, crossdressers are ei-
ther on their transitional
path -- not even sure, or

sometimes even aware that they might transi-
tion — or they are men who like to be pretty.
These are two things that link crossdressers
and drag queens, as far as why they aren't part
of the umbrella, neither one needs rights; they
go out for a short bit, then go home and back
to their male lives. 
I was part of the movement that helped pass
the Equal Rights Bill, and the main reason
public accommodations weren't passed as well
had everything to do with how crossdressers
and drag queens are perceived, and how visi-
ble they are due to their flamboyance. If we
want to succeed, we need to cut them loose and
show the world we are just people who want
to live. 
Clarissa

Thanks for your response and for ex-
pressing an all too common view
within our community, Clarissa. Let

me tell you why I find this to be an often ill-
conceived and also dangerous argument. It's
not that you are entirely incorrect about your
assessment of either group, and though some-
times those two groups represent not so much
sisters and brothers, as cousins. Here's why I
include them. Or rather more specifically, why
it's important not to exclude them.
I'll start with Drag Queens (And Kings!).

Though "drag" can be accurately defined as a

performance style, and you are correct that
many Drag Queens identify as gay men (and
Kings as lesbians), I can tell you from having
met lots of different trans folks, that a good
many transgender people come through the
drag community. It’s their avenue for experi-
menting with gender and discovering them-
selves. More than a few transpeople identify as
gay or lesbian before transition. Many play
with drag before anything else.

Some of these will continue to perform
"drag" on stage during and after transition. As
you noted, they may also be entertainers, and
it is their particular performance niche. In point
of fact, the Miss Trans New England Pageant
was originally started to address the dilemma
that many transwomen, who were on HRT and
going through transition already, were pretend-
ing to be gay men doing drag so they could
compete in "Miss Gay... etc." pageants.  
Let me come right out and admit to you my

own biases. I get very frustrated when people
assume I’m a Drag Queen because I’m a per-
former and also trans. And frankly, I find cross-
dressers sometimes “squicky.” I've even played
a game with my roommates to see how many
emails I have to open in my OKCupid account
before I get to some guy telling me he likes to

wear silky underwear.  
But for every panty fetishist, there's a

transwoman just trying to find herself, like an
awkward teenager. Often there just isn't any
good way to know the difference until they
themselves make it clear.
It is an easily discoverable narrative that

many transwomen go through a phase of trying
on the identity, passing through the commu-
nity, or appearing to be crossdressers. Your

own words acknowledge this. And yes, some
crossdressers have no desire to transition and
simply want to "feel pretty" or have some
fetish attached to it. We often have no way of
knowing for sure who is a sister and who isn't. 
But remember all those brave people at

Stonewall and Compton's Cafeteria who we
claim for our own? Powerful transgender
women and men, pioneers of our movement.
Who were also Drag Queens and Kings, or
were perceived as such. These were undeniably
our sisters and brothers. But culture translates
kind of awkwardly sometimes.
Also, it's worth noting that transpeople who

come from the drag communities can be an im-
portant through-line for connecting up to the
better-funded and more powerful Gay and Les-
bian parts of the movement. They cannot deny

their connection to the "T" when we remind
them that many of us come from the G and the
L as part of our journey.
It’s a slippery slope for us to try and draw all

of these arbitrary lines. We risk alienating
those parts of our community most in need of
our support in the process. Not only that, but
by presenting a splintered front and fighting
over who does and who does not belong, we
not only draw energy away from more impor-
tant work, we provide our enemies with the tin-
der with which to burn us down.  
Further, I would assert that "Public Accom-

modations" were not passed, not because of
how crossdressers and drag queens are per-
ceived, but because there are bigots who would
use these perceptions to stoke the fears of oth-
erwise good, rational and caring citizens and
politicians.
There's a thing I like to do when I'm doing

improv. If an ensemble member is perceived as
a weak team member, I make a point of work-
ing with them whenever I can. If that player is
onstage and I notice hesitation from anyone
else, I will jump right in. Not only does it help
that person to grow and learn, it also makes me
a better improviser and it makes the ensemble
stronger as a whole!  
Look to the things and people that make you

uncomfortable and ask yourself, what is it re-
ally about these people, that makes us uncom-
fortable? Is it perhaps the mirror they hold up
to ourselves? Our own insecurities? Our fear
of being “othered?” 
If we address these questions ourselves,

within a unified, radically accepting and sup-
portive community, we can only become
stronger. Slainte!

*Lorelei Erisis is Miss Trans New England
2009. Send your questions about trans issues
to her at: loreleierisis@gmail.com..

Af e w
m o n t h s
ago, I did

an outreach at a
local college as part
of a panel about
gender expression
and identity. At one
point someone in

the class asked how much it costs to
transition. A transman on the panel
stated that to physically transition from
male to female it costs about $40,000.
I was amazed, and said that I was sur-
prised that “the surgery” costs that
much. He explained that he was speak-
ing of not only “the surgery” but also

facial feminization surgery and breast augmen-
tation surgery, as well as face and body hair re-
moval by laser or electrolysis and the cost of
hormones. I must have looked confused be-
cause he then explained if one wants to do it
all then it would cost that much.
I suppose it would cost that much if you

want to “do it all.” I know of a few who have
had all of those surgeries done, but most of the
transwomen I know haven’t. I realize that there
are monetary constraints on most of us to have
everything done, but then I wonder, if we all
had the financial resources would we “do it
all?” Do we need to “do it all” to feminize our

bodies? If not, then how much is enough? 
An overwhelming majority of the girls want

to have genital reconstruction surgery, and if
they get to do only one of the surgeries, this is
the one. This is the one that matters most and
it’s constantly on the mind of almost every

transwoman I know. This is what many deem
as the defining point of becoming a woman.
This is the “holy grail” surgery. 
There are also some who want facial femi-

nization surgery, FFS. I’ve heard that this is
among the most painful of surgeries, as there
is bone cutting involved. FFS may also include
non-bone cutting procedures such as eyebrow
lifting, hairline straightening and nose recon-
struction. It may not be as painful as cutting
into the bone but I’m sure it still hurts plenty,
and if you’ve had any nose work done, I’m
sure that you want to keep your sneezing to a
minimum.

Breast augmentation involves cutting the
skin and inserting and positioning the im-
plants. I would imagine that this is probably
the least painful of the three surgeries, but I’m
sure that the addition of implants to an already
fairly tight chest might hurt a bit, at least for a

while. 
Hair removal is nowhere near as painful as

the three above surgeries, though may be irri-
tating and uncomfortable. The cost may be not
as much as the above surgeries either, but it
may creep up over time. 
Hormones are taken to destroy the testos-

terone and increase the estrogen in the body.
Hormones are pretty magical, as they usually
do a very good job over time and can really
feminize a body. There are, however, draw-
backs to taking hormones. Two drawbacks to
the hormones which destroy testosterone are
that one’s sex drive is decreased and the pleas-

ure of orgasms is decimated. One drawback to
the hormones which increase the estrogen is
the chance of a deadly blood clot. Except for
the blood clot possibility, hormones involve no
pain. The cost of hormones isn’t too bad and
insurance will usually cover some of it. 
Two surgeries that could also help feminize

the body are hip and butt implants. Strangely,
I know of no one who is even thinking about
them, as transwomen usually have no shape on
the lower part of the body. It’s like two parallel
lines straight down with no feminine curves,
so I’m not sure why this part of the body is
overlooked by most transwomen.
So there, in a nutshell, are the ways that you

can feminize a masculine body for a price that
may lead up to $40,000. Yes, it costs plenty and
yes, it does hurt a lot. Does one need to “do it
all?” Maybe, maybe not, it all depends on the
individual and what they want, and/or what
they need and/or what they can afford. I think
that most of all it depends on what makes one
happy. One may not need to “do it all” to be
happy. One may need to just do enough. What
is enough to make one happy? There is no one
answer. It varies from person to person.

*Deja Nicole Greenlaw is a local
transwoman who has 3 grown children and
works at 3M. She can be contacted at de-
javudeja@sbcglobal.net

By: Deja Nicole Greenlaw*/TRT Columnist

Costs of surgery: Does one need to physically “do it all” to transition?

Ask a Transwoman: A defense of transgender solidarity and an argument for radical inclusion
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But for every underwear fetishist, there's a

transwoman just trying to find herself, like an awk-

ward teenager. Often there just isn't any good way to

know the difference until they themselves make it

clear.

A transman on the panel stated that to physi-
cally transition from male to female it costs
about $40,000. I was amazed, and said that I was
surprised that “the surgery” costs that much.
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Fiscal deal creates cliff hanger for LGBT centers
LGBT service groups and others who de-

pend on federal funding for a portion of their
work can breathe a sigh of relief — for about
two months. Congress sent President Obama a
bill Tuesday night (January 1) to satisfy part of
its mandate to address the nation’s growing
debt.
The House, after 11 p.m. Tuesday night (ja.

1st), passed a bill that was approved by the
Senate at 2 a.m. that same day, extending tax
cuts to most Americans while increasing taxes
for taxpayers earning more than $400,000 per
year or $450,000 per couple.
But the bill was clearly aimed at calming the

Wednesday morning stock market reaction to
the Congress’s failure to approve an adequate
measure against the country’s budget crisis. It
did not address how the federal government
would cut spending and, instead, agreed to
come up with another bill to do that by March
1.
Cece Cox, chief executive officer of the Dal-

las Resource Center, the fourth largest LGBT
center in the country, says the deal struck Tues-
day night “helps us escape the immediate cuts
but doesn’t mean we’ve escaped them perma-
nently.” The Dallas center, which is already
into the second quarter of its current budget
year, will now start running projections, said
Cox, to anticipate what might yet come from
Congress.
“Running projections can’t be done with

much scientific certainty at this point because

who knows,”
said Cox. “But
we can run
some scenarios
of things that
could happen
and think
through how
we would con-
tinue to func-
tion and
provide serv-
ices.”
Thir ty-five

percent of the
nation’s more
than 200 cen-
ters for LGBT
people are non-
profit groups
that rely on
federal grants
to fund more
than a quarter
of their pro-
gram expenses,
according to a
report in June
from the Move-
ment Advancement Project (MAP). The cen-
ters provide programs for young people,
seniors, people with HIV, and others to address
such concerns as — coming out support, sui-
cide prevention, and addictions with sensitivity
to sexual orientation.

Lorri Jean,
chief executive
officer of the
nation’s largest
LGBT commu-
nity and health
center — the
L.A. Gay &
Lesbian Center
— says that, if
the federal gov-
ernment does
make dramatic
cuts in spend-
ing, it could
much less fund-
ing for the
LGBT centers.
And that, she
said, would
come at a time
when cuts to
federal agen-
cies would
likely push
more and more
LGBT people
to seek out the
services at their

local centers.
But Tuesday night’s passage of a temporary

bill at least means that the automatic, across-
the-board and deep cuts in federal funding
have been stalled, for two months. Dawn Har-
batkin, executive director of the Lyon-Martin

Health Services center in San Francisco, esti-
mated the cost of such automatic cuts would
have amounted to about $167 million for the
nation’s LGBT community health centers. A
report from several national LGBT groups
with the Center for American Progress esti-
mated the automatic cuts would have cost the
Ryan White HIV program about $196 million
of federal funding in the first year, leaving as
many as 9,000 patients without access to vital
medications.
The bill passed by Congress, the American

Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012, extends tax rate
reductions that were passed in 2001 under
President George W. Bush to the end of 2013.
It also requires Congress to take up a “tax re-
form bill” no later than April 30 to create “a
fairer, simpler, flatter tax code.”
In other Congressional news of potential in-

terest to the LGBT community, House Repub-
licans have named Rep. Jack Kingston (R-Ga.)
to head up the subcommittee that oversees the
appropriations for the departments of Labor,
Education, and Health and Human Services.
The Human Rights Campaign rated Kingston’s
Congressional voting record a zero. He re-
places another HRC zero-rated member, Rep.
Dennis Rehberg of Montana.
According to last June’s MAP report on

funding of LGBT centers, the majority of fed-
eral grants to LGBT centers were awarded by
HHS.
© 2013 by Keen News Service. All rights re-
served.

By: Lisa Keen/Keen News Services

http://www.therainbowtimesmass.com
http://fenwayhealth.org/16evaluation


16 • The Rainbow Times • www.therainbowtimesmass.com January 10, 2013 -  February 6, 2013 

At only 32, Lauren Bedford Russell is
both a reality star on The Real L
Word’s third season and an accom-

plished jeweler. Since the end of filming she
has spent most of her time bouncing back and
forth between New York and Los Angeles. Her
company, Lyon Fine Jewelry, has created var-
ious charity bracelets, and beginning in Janu-
ary 2013, she will be selling an anti-bullying
bracelet. Recently, she took time out of her
hectic work schedule to speak with The Rain-
bow Times. 
TRT: Did you always want to be a jewelry
designer or did you ever think about pursu-
ing any other careers?
Lauren Bedford Russell: I didn't know growing
up. I definitely have been interested, since I
was little, in jewels. My dad is really knowl-
edgeable and really into jewelry and gem-
stones. But I didn't decide to go into it until I
was living in New York. This was about three
years ago, when I decided to start designing
the line and actually make it my own business.
[It had been] between jewelry and publishing.
I was kind of like, "I don't know what I want
to do!" Then I finally decided and went for it. 
Q. Is there any particularly item you prefer
making?
A. My passion has always been bracelets. But
I definitely feel like rings are something that's
more universal. I like to make rings that men
and women can wear … Between all types of
jewelry, rings and bracelets are my two fa-
vorites and that's what I have the most of in my
line. But I see myself putting out more men’s

rings soon. 
Q. How successful have you been using so-
cial media to promote yourself and reach
out to fans?
A. It's so rewarding! I have never been the sort
of person to be promoting myself like that, but
I feel like it’s all lumped together. To promote
my line, I need to promote myself. To promote
myself, I need to promote my line. But the im-
portant thing for me now is reaching out to the
fans, because they have been so amazing. I
have really gotten such a great reception from
people. [I’ve] been touched by so many peo-
ple's messages and words of what's going on
in their lives, and how I've affected it, large or
small. So that's been a huge, huge positive re-
sult of the show.
Q. Is there one medium that you'd say is
your favorite?
A. I think the fans really enjoy Instagram be-

cause they don't get to watch us on television
anymore. So the next best thing is pictures.
Without overdoing it, I decided to keep that up
and show them what's going in my life. I also
have a Tumblr (http://tinyurl.com/bkjx5ee) that
I answer questions on …They've really praised
me for being very active on that and so it's
good for everyone. It makes me feel really
good to answer people’s questions [and give]
advice ... I'm really happy to talk to them.
Q. Would you consider yourself a role model
in the LGBT community at this point?
A. Well I would love to be, but obviously there
are parts of the show I think about when you
say that. I think about getting drunk at Dinah
[Shore Weekend] … But people now know that
I'm more than a lot of the stuff they show. The
real reason they chose me was because I'm a
professional, successful entrepreneur. In all
those aspects of my work life, and my help

with the charities, in those respects I definitely
hope to be a role model for sure.
Q. How did your family feel about you going
on the show?
A. My family has been really supportive.
They've been awesome, even when my mom
saw my chest on television. My dad actually
watched the original drama series _The L
Word_, from the beginning. And he was al-
ways like, "You've got to watch it! You've got
to watch it!" So he was one of my first fans, of
course he's a huge fan.
Q. How have you decided to split up the hol-
idays?
A. [Kiyomi and I are] going to Canada the day
after my birthday on December 22. Then we
fly to San Diego to see my family on the 27,
and then right after Christmas my sister is get-
ting married. Then we go to Houston for New
Year’s [laughs] like I said all over the place …
It's been one of those situations where if you
told me I'd be doing this a little while ago I
would've said, "I don't have the energy.” But
when you're in it, you get some sort of adren-
aline that kind of pulls you through. 
Q. Is there any word on a fourth season of
The Real L Word coming out?
A. You know we've all, every single one of us,
not really heard a definitive answer. We're sup-
posed to find out at the end of December. We're
all kind of wondering what's going on. So I
don't know, we'll see. You'll definitely find out
when we do, we'll definitely let people know.
To find out more about Lauren Bedford Rus-

sell and her Lyon Fine Jewelry and Charity
Bracelet line, visit www.lyonfinejewelry.com.

Reality star of The Real L Word discusses her successful jewelry line, more
By: Clara Lefton/TRT Reporter PHOTOS BY: LYON FINE JEWELRY
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¡Ya comenzó otro
año lleno de expecta-
tivas! ¿Qué va a
pasar? Nadie lo sabe
pero lo que sí debe-
mos reconocer es
que cada uno de
nosotros/as puede
hacer algo para

mejorar el mundo en donde vivimos.
Las pasadas semanas estuve de viaje por
Centro América y por dos estados en el
sur de E.U. ¡Qué mucho hay que hacer!
En Nueva Orleans todavía las cosas no
han sido resueltas desde los daños deja-
dos por el huracán en el 2005 especial-

mente cuando ya la ayuda cesó de llegar y
¿ahora qué? Honduras, Costa Rica, México, y
otros países centro americanos y del Caribe
están llenos de pobreza, crímenes y personas de-
samparadas, y ¿qué hacemos al respecto? Nue-
stros/as hermano/as LGBT están sin derechos
en muchos de estos estados del sur de E.U.,
Centro América y el Caribe, ¿qué podemos
hacer al respecto? Hay tanto por hacer pero
¿dónde comenzamos? Cada uno de nosotros
puede traer el cambio y ayudar en algo aunque
sea simple.  
Durante las vacaciones escuché por primera

vez una canción escrita por Dianne Warren y
cantada por Beyoncé que me trajo a la mente

que cada uno de nosotros puede dejar una huella
en este mundo y saber que cada cosa, aunque
sea simple, puede significar algo para otra per-
sona. Esta canción titulada, “I was here” o Es-
tuve aquí, en español habla de esto. La canción
menciona que no deberíamos vivir sin lamentos
sino vivir amando, viviendo, y dejando nuestra
marca para que todos/as sepan que estuvimos
aquí. Las letras de la canción dicen, “Quiero
decir que he
vivido cada
día hasta que
muera y re-
conocer que
s i g n i f i q u é
algo en la
vida y
corazón de
otros y esta
será la prueba
de que dejo e
hice la difer-
encia en este
mundo”.  
Reconozco

que el 2013
comenzó con
algunas altas
como el derecho al matrimonio gay en tres es-
tados y bajos en nuestra economía y crímenes
de odio; pero debemos ser optimistas y pensar
que las cosas van a cambiar. Si no cambian, lla-

men o escriban a sus legisladores y demanden
este cambio y reconocimiento.  No seamos per-
sonas que sólo aceptamos. Seamos personas que
actuamos y traemos el cambio. Debemos re-
conocer que hay mucho que hacer y que en
nosotros está la fuerza. Cada uno de nosotros/as
puede dejar una marca en el 2013. Hubo de-
masiadas penas en el 2012. Tenemos que mov-
ilizarnos y traer el cambio. Aplaudo a todos/as

en Puerto Rico
quienes están
marchando y
trayendo a la
conciencia de la
sociedad la hu-
millación y ho-
mofobia que
sufren la comu-
nidad LGBT.
¡Los crímenes de
odio, físicos y
verbales, no
pueden ser acep-
tados por
ninguna sociedad
y ningún pro-
grama de tele-
visión puede

mofarse de estos crímenes y victimas! Basta ya
de esta homofobia en Puerto Rico, México, EU,
Centro América, y alrededor del mundo. 
Vivamos en el 2013 haciendo todo lo que po-

damos hacer y reconozcamos que podemos
vivir una vida llena de alegría, amor y de que
hicimos todo lo que pudimos hacer sin lamenta-
ciones de lo que pudimos hacer pero no lo hici-
mos. Cada uno de nosotros podemos ser más de
lo que somos, no hablo sobre ser más poderosos
o ser más ricos sino que me refiero a una riqueza
espiritual y de un poder de auto-estima más
grande. ¡Haz una caridad humanitaria aquí, allá
o donde quieras o como puedas pero hazla du-
rante este año! Creo que si cada uno de nosotros
hace algo el mundo será diferente y la alegría y
amor podrán reinar. Hay tanta tristeza, frus-
tración en el mundo que algunas veces uno se
siente oprimido, deprimido y sin deseos de
hacer nada pero hay que superar esto y seguir
hacia adelante.
Como dice la canción, “Sólo quiero que sepan

que di mi todo, hice mi mejor, traje a alguien
algo de felicidad y dejó este mundo un poco
mejor porque estuve aquí, viví, amé y estuve
aquí.” Cada uno queremos dejar una marca en
este mundo… ¡espero que en el 2013 todos/as
podamos tomar el primer paso en dejar esta
marca! Les deseo a todos/as que hayan pasado
un Feliz Día de los Reyes y Feliz Año 2013 –
uno lleno de paz, felicidad, prosperidad y amor.  
* Columna escrita por Wilfred W. Labiosa,

activista y psicólogo; miembro de Unid@s: La
Organización Nacional LGBT Latina y de Ac-
ceso: Organización Humanitaria entre Cuba y
E.U.

Querido Lambda Legal:
P: Vivo en Iowa, y en los días antes de la

elección, recuerdo ver un autobús con el lema
"No Wiggins" haciendo campaña contra el Juez
de la Corte Suprema. ¿He escuchado a adver-
sarios de la igualdad que hablan de "jueces ac-
tivistas," ¿qué hacemos en respuesta?
R: En 2009, la Corte Suprema de Iowa pub-

licó una decisión unánime en el caso de
Lambda Legal, Varnum V. Brien, extendiendo
el derececho a casarse a parejas del mismo
sexo. En respuesta, grupos antigay como “Na-
tional Organization for Marriage” y “American
Family Association” decidieron concentrar su
coraje  en contra de los tribunales. En 2010,
estos grupos invirtieron casi $1 millón de
dólares en una serie de anuncios negativos y
una campaña engañosa por autobús para casti-
gar los jueces por fallar en contra de la extrema
agenda política de estos grupos. Al final, esta
injusta campaña consiguió derrotar a tres re-
spetados jueces durante una elección rutinaria
de retención judicial.
Este año, los adversarios al derecho al matri-

monio para parejas del mismo sexo, se re-
unieron de nuevo en otro esfuerzo
bien-financiado para derrotar a David Wiggins,
el cuarto juez, relacionado con el fallo en el
caso. Varnum. El esfuerzo fue encabezado por
el ex-candidato para gobernador Bob Vander
Plaats y consistió en una campaña con el slogan
"No Wiggins" en los autobuses. Tal campaña
incluyó políticos como Rick Santorum y el
Gobernador de Luisiana, Bobby Jindal. La
campaña instó a votantes a expulsar a los lla-
mados "jueces activistas" por hacer su trabajo
– decidir casos difíciles y ratificar los derechos
constitucionales, aun y cuando sus decisiones

no son políticamente populares.
¡Pero esta vez el autobús anti-gay se quedó

sin llantas! En el día de las elecciones, los
votantes rechazaron la politización de sus tri-
bunales al retener al Juez Wiggins. Al rechazar
este ataque a la propia justicia y el intento a in-
timidar a los jueces, los ciudadanos de Iowa
demostraron que no se quedaran callados y que
protegerán el sistema diseñado para preservar
las garantías individuales.
Para la comunidad LGBT, los tribunales de-

terminan casos en asuntos fundamentales que
nos afectan a todos — nuestro ambiente famil-

iar, las protecciones de empleo y vivienda, el
acceso a la atención médica, derechos de padres
de familia — todos los cuales pueden tener
efectos duraderos. 
Lambda Legal trabaja cada día en los tri-

bunales estatales en toda la nación y sabe lo im-
portante que es tener fallos decididos por jueces
imparciales que hacen sus decisiones basados
en la ley, los hechos y los argumentos presen-
tados en cada caso, sin temor de un ataque

político.
La protección de nuestro sistema judicial y

los tribunales imparciales es muy importante en
nuestra búsqueda por la igualdad. ¡Aprende
cómo reconocer ataques judiciales y lo que tú
puedes hacer para defender los tribunales con
nuestro documento! ¡Vivan los tribunales justos
en 2013! Para más información sobre esta guía
visita: http://tinyurl.com/bxo9dj7.

Este año ama a tu prójimo y deja tu huella para la posteridad

Pregúntale a Lambda Legal: Ataque antigay en contra de los tribunales

Por: Wilfred W. Labiosa*/Columnista de TRT
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¡Los crímenes de odio, físicos y
verbales, no pueden ser acepta-
dos por ninguna sociedad y
ningún programa de televisión
puede mofarse de estos
crímenes y victimas! Basta ya de
esta homofobia en Puerto Rico,
México, EU, Centro América, y
alrededor del mundo. 

¡Anúnciate en la
Guía de Orgullo de
Boston/Boston Pride

The Rainbow Times fue el
Patrocinador Oficial de
Boston Pride, Latino
Pride, NAGLY, HBGC, y
otros eventos a través de

todo el año 2012.

¡Empieza temprano y
reservaremos tu anuncio
para la Guía de Boston

Pride Rápidito!

617-444-9618

Por: Eric Lesh/Gerente del Proyecto Tribunales
Justos
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Magic Mike sizzles,
The Paperboy does
whatever the oppo-
site of sizzle is
It was a year of

male nudity at the
movies, but it came
with some strings at-
tached. It turns out

that sometimes what you think is going
to happen… well, it just doesn’t. Steven
Soderbergh’s hit summer stripper movie
opened with a lot of buzz about a lot of
naked men. And it more or less deliv-
ered, especially where True Blood’s Joe
Manganiello was concerned. But what
the unsuspecting gays-and-their-
straight-girls audience didn’t know was
how the film would turn out to really be
about the economic crisis and how much
of a drag it is to be stuck in Tampa, Fla.,
in a go-nowhere job. Not quite the lap
dance we were promised. Meanwhile,
after a storm of press for its Cannes Film
Festival premiere, Lee Daniel’s much-
outraged-about The Paperboy (the one
where Nicole Kidman urinates on Zac
Efron’s face) barely made a noise at the
box office. And it can be argued that
Efron — mostly appearing in the film in
a variety of dampened pairs of under-
pants — and co-star Matthew Mc-

Conaughey both show much more skin than
anyone in Magic Mike (McConaughey in-
cluded, since he was in both films). It’s just that
nobody seemed to care.

Gay shows get cancelled, audiences refuse to
freak out too much about it
The New Normal is still buzzing along, thanks

to juggernaut-master Ryan Murphy grabbing
hold of the TV zeitgeist and turning every show
he creates into miniature tempests of one-liners
and plot continuity frustrations. But Partners is
already done, out of here, erased. From the cre-
ators of Will & Grace, it came and went without
audiences making much online outcry (the place
where all outcries go to be stoked these days).
It turns out that with so many gay characters on
so many shows, the days of rallying around the
only flag in town are over. You have to be the
kind of gays we want to actually watch. And no,
nobody has a good answer for what kind of gay
that is. Ask the still-smarting-from-defeat cast
of The A-List: Dallas about it.

Rachel Maddow is the boss of election night
2012

How great is it to have a brilliantly smart, ra-
tional, funny lesbian leading the pack of TV po-
litical pundits? That’s a rhetorical question, of
course. Sure, Rachel Maddow fumbles the ball
every now and then, like any human being host-
ing a news program will, but overall she
couldn’t be any better if she were dreamed
up by a team of thoughtful lesbian market-
ing wizards. And the MSNBC host ce-
mented her place as a leader in the world
of talking heads on election night, as one
run-of-the-mill, middle-of-the-road male
pundit after another seemed to be court-
ing her favor while results poured. And
because she is a recently installed queen,
she was still gracious to them all. Long
may she reign.

The Beekman Boys Race amazingly
OK, to be honest, we were actually rooting

for Natalie and Nadiya, the Sri Lankan identical
twins who never stopped shouting, “GO TWIN-
NIE!” to win this season of The Amazing Race.
But when they were ousted close to the end, our
second favorites, the bickering married gay goat
farmers from upstate New York (making a
sideline visit to competition game shows
from their own reality program about
what it’s like to be, well, gay goat
farmers), were still waiting in
the wings. Former Martha
Stewart Show fixture Brent
and author Josh had their
share of rocky roads during
the race: mistakes and errors
nearly sent them home more
than once. But when it was
all said and done it was a
pleasure to watch this cou-
ple give each other a big fat
victory kiss on primetime
television. And nab that
cool two million bucks.
Free goat cheese for every-
body!

The Times of Harvey
Milk makes The Na-
tional Film Registry
The Times of Harvey

Milk, the Oscar-winning
1984 documentary from
Rob Epstein and Jeffrey
Friedman, which also
helped lay the cinematic
foundation for Gus Van
Sant’s later fictionalized biopic, Milk, was re-
cently selected for The National Film Registry,
which archives historically important movies

for preservation. The story of the 1970s San
Francisco City Councilman and gay rights ac-

tivist marks a first for the Reg-
istry, which was

previously without
any films by or
about gay Ameri-
cans. And if
you’re won-
dering if this
is going to
open some
kind of flood-
gate, rest as-
sured that I
Now Pro-
nounce You
Chuck and
Larry and Boat
Trip are proba-
bly not on any-

one’s short
list.

Gay indie film Keep The Lights On makes
critics’ year-end best lists 
It’s an explicitly sexual indie film about a gay

couple dealing with drug addiction. But Ira
Sachs’s Keep The Lights On, an autobiographi-
cal account of his relationship with a partner
caught in a spiral of substance abuse (a character
based on Bill Clegg, whose own memoir Por-
trait of An Addict As a Young Man tells his ver-
sion of events) crossed over from the usual
gay-indie-cinema world of film festivals and

low-key DVD release schedules to win acclaim
across the board and a wider release than this
sort of thing usually receives. It was sensitive,
intimate, harrowing and maddening, intelli-
gently written and directed, and acted with quiet
intensity by Danish star Thure Lindhardt and
Zachary Booth (Damages). Just because you
watched an episode of Intervention once, don’t
think you know everything. This movie will take
a bite out of you.

“One Million” moms pick  fights with Elle
and J. Lo 
A group of several thousand online activists

calling themselves – counting be damned – One
Million Moms, decided to court media attention
by organizing an ineffectual boycott of JC Pen-
ney after they put Ellen DeGeneres in some of
their TV ads. Yes, that Ellen DeGeneres, the
frothing monster and supervillain, that one with
her own widely watched afternoon talk show,
the one who dances adorably with the audience
and is generally beloved by actual millions.
Then “One Million Moms” decided to get mad

at Jennifer Lopez. Why? J. Lo is now a
TV producer, see, and she is work-
ing on a show where two charac-
ters are a lesbian couple with
children. Obviously, this is also
an outrage because “One Million
Moms” hate other moms almost
as much as they hate Ellen.
When the J. Lo tempest went
nowhere, OMM decided to re-
turn to the scene of the crime
and get angry about JC Pen-
ney again for putting Ellen
in their Christmas-themed
commercials. Or maybe
they’re mad about elves
and little gingerbread
cakes. It’s hard to keep
track. More from them in
2013, we’re sure. Hope it’s
just as entertaining.

Frank Ocean (and some
more usual suspects)
come out
Yes, Anderson Cooper.
Yes, Matt Bomer. Yes, Jil-
lian Michaels. Yes, Kristy
McNichol. We’re glad
each and every one of
them decided to go public

with the information that
pretty much everybody already knew. It’s wel-
come information, yes, and we can always use
more people with public voices coming out and
committing themselves to the cause of LGBT
rights. But who was surprised? OK, besides One
Million Moms. And then a real surprise took
place in the form of Frank Ocean. Not a house-
hold name before the release of his now-
Grammy-nominated album Channel Orange,
the singer-songwriter and member of the indie-
cool Odd Future collective turned the hip-hop
world upside down by coming out as a man who

loves men. It prompted sup-
portive responses from the
(formerly) notoriously anti-gay
hip-hop world. Well, mostly.
There are always haters. But
when you make them upset
you’re really doing something
right.

*Romeo San Vicente can be
reached care of this publica-
tion or at DeepInsideHolly-
wood@qsyndicate.com.

The biggest LGBT entertainment stories of year 2012
By: Romeo San Vicente*/Special for TRT
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I’ve been writing about
marriage a lot lately,
which seems weird to

me because even up to my
own wedding in 2008, I had
mixed feelings about the
massive focus on marriage
equality over the last
decade.  I mean, when I

came out in … well, a different century, we
weren’t talking much about marriage as a

major goal.  We talked about rights, damnit.
All of them.  Marriage too, I guess, but there
was some odd mix in our collective queer psy-
che that both poo-pooed marriage for aping
heterosexual norms (we talked this way then)
and thought that achieving marriage equality
was about as likely as changing the word
“God” to “Goddess” on our money. There
were more important things to fight for any-
way.
We could enumerate our demands like we

could count Madonna hits on our fingers: an
end to workplace discrimination, sodomy laws,
and gay bashing; access to hospital visitation
and adoption; the right not to be declared an
unfit parent just because you were gay or les-
bian; positive representation in the media;
recognition of bi-national couples, and the
right to political asylum based on sexual ori-
entation or gender identity.  The closest we got
to marriage was domestic partnership, which
we fought for and won in many places.
All of these things were so practical and nec-

essary and all are still pressing issues some-
where, even if we’ve moved forward in other
places. We wanted then, and now, to live our
lives like anyone else without running head
first into stupidity, ignorance or violence.
Marriage, though, was different.
Marriage had baggage. If you were some-

one’s wife not long ago – and today in some
cultures – you were his property. Marriage in
history was about securing money, property
and power. And for me, chronically single and
compelled to chase after indecisive idiots
throughout most of my 20s and 30s, marriage
didn’t have a thing to do with my freedom as a
lesbian. If you asked me in 2000 what the
biggest issue facing our community was, I’d
have said employment discrimination. Domes-

tic partnership was important too, of course,
and I was happy, single as I typically was, to
fight for it. It made good, practical sense if you
were lucky enough to hook up with a normal
person.
What’s happened now that I’m beating the

drum for marriage equality? Did I finally drink
the Kool-Aide?  Am I a patriarchy-and-hetero-
sexuality-blinded zombie? No, and I still don’t
like to be called anyone’s wife.  I just got to
the core of the thing: The difference between
marriage and domestic partnership, aside from

the fact that “domestic partnership” will al-
ways look better on a numbered administrative
form than embossed in fancy curlicues, is a
sense of dignity.
If we had civil unions under the law for

everyone, and marriage were only a spiritual
contract, then I’d be all over the domestic part-
nership thing.  But that’s not the way our cul-
ture does it. Marriage is the brass ring of
agreements. The courts have held it to be the
bedrock relationship of our society since the
Magna Carta. (In fact, the 1879 Supreme Court
case that upheld bans on polygamy didn’t men-
tion morality; instead, it spoke about protecting
the democratic system: If a man could have a
dozen wives, he became, essentially, a despot).
In its most basic form, everyone knows, more
or less, what you mean when you say, “We’re
married.” Likewise, everyone understands why
you sometimes need a divorce, but I once had
to explain to someone, repeatedly, why she
needed to dissolve her domestic partnership
when the relationship tanked.
As the right wing reminds us, marriage is

special and important – which is why we’re
fighting so hard for it. Marriage equality could
happen as soon as 2013. It could move us dra-
matically closer to legal equality in all realms,
regardless if we’re single, married or otherwise
arranged.
I get why some people don’t give a toss

about conventional marriage. I’ll fight for their
rights too. But most of us, LGBT or not, and
me too, are inevitably drawn back to our cul-
tural roots. It can be a beautiful thing as long
as we don’t get all zombiefied about it.
*Abby is a civil rights attorney-turned-au-

thor who has been in the LGBT rights trenches
for 25+ years. She can be reached at:
www.queerquestionsstraighttalk.com.

There are a lot of things that
threaten world peace: The
ready availability of assault

rifles. The Military Industrial Com-
plex. Terrorism. Chemical weapons.
Nuclear arms. Global warming. Reli-
gious intolerance. Greed. Power hun-
gry dictators. The War on Drugs. Vast
inequality. You know, just to name a
few little things.
But I can’t help but feel like I’m

forgetting something. Something else
as terrible as a dictator killing his
own people or a suicide bomber or an
elementary school full of dead chil-
dren… Oh! I’ve got it: a guy marry-

ing another guy (or a lady marrying another
lady).
But don’t take my word for it. Take it from

Pope Benedict XVI who said as much in his
Dec. 8 Message for the Celebration of the
World Day of Peace (which is Jan. 1, by the
way, in case you wanted to celebrate).
After decrying abortion and saying that pro-

choice people are actively working against
happiness and peace, he turned his attention to
the gays. He said, “There is also a need to ac-
knowledge and promote the natural structure
of marriage as the union of a man and a woman
in the face of attempts to make it juridically
equivalent to radically different types of union;
such attempts actually harm and help to desta-
bilize marriage, obscuring its specific nature
and its indispensable role in society.”
He added that homosexuality was basically

“an offence against the truth of the human per-
son, with serious harm to justice and peace.”
Got that? A woman marrying another

woman is the moral equivalent to a suicide

bomber. Homos are ruining marriage, and
therefore peace, for everybody. Boo.
Apparently not satisfied with calling out the

gays during his “peace” speech, the pope also
wagged his gnarled finger at them during his
Christmas speech, too.
What it comes down to is that Pope Benedict

XVI is pretty freaked out about all of the gains
gays and lesbians have made toward marrying
for real in this world. And so he used his
Christmas speech to accuse gays and lesbians
of giving the bird to God.
Thanks to homos, the pope said, sex and

gender are “no longer a given element of na-
ture that man has to accept and personally
make sense of: it is a social role that we choose
for ourselves, while in the past it was chosen
for us by society.”
In other words, God assigned you a role,

damn it. You’re either a woman who wants a
penis in her vagina or you’re a man who wants
to put his penis into a vagina. For peace. (Al-
ternately you can be a priest or a nun.)
This penis/vagina “duality” is “an essential

aspect of what being human is all about.”

“When freedom to be creative becomes the
freedom to create oneself, then necessarily the
Maker himself is denied and ultimately man
too is stripped of his dignity as a creature of
God,” Benedict said.
Being gay, in the pope’s eyes, is a choice and

a bad one at that.
All this coming from the man who has es-

chewed a traditional marriage in favor of an al-
ternative lifestyle.
*D’Anne Witkowski has been gay for pay

since 2003. She’s a freelance writer and poet
(believe it!). When she’s not taking on the
creeps of the world she reviews rock ‘n’ roll
shows in Detroit with her twin sister.

Creep of the Week: Pope Benedict XVI –
Judging & Hating; His “Christian” Way

Thinking Out Loud: Confessions
of a Marriage Doubter, yes I was

By: D’Anne Witkowski*/Special for TRT
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In other words, God assigned you a role, damn it.
You’re either a woman who wants a penis in her
vagina or you’re a man who wants to put his penis
into a vagina. For peace. (Alternately you can be a
priest or a nun.)

BOStOn PRIDE 2013 ... ADVERtISE!

By: Abby Dees*/Special for TRT

... an end to workplace discrimination, sodomy
laws, and gay bashing; access to hospital visi-
tation and adoption; the right not to be declared
an unfit parent just because you were gay or
lesbian; positive representation in the media;
recognition of bi-national couples, and the right
to political asylum based on sexual orientation
or gender identity.  
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America is changing. It is time that all of our
elected leaders do as well.
VAWA is a public and social health issue as it

designates the acceptable national response to
sexual and domestic violence. Due to the pas-
sage of this human rights bill in 1994, the
United States Department of Justice cited a sig-
nificant reduction in these types of crimes.
Without the House voting on this bill and allow-
ing it to perish in Congress, what message does
that send to women or other victims of domestic
abuse? What message does that send to the Na-
tive Americans, LGBTs and immigrants? What
value has that assigned to all of us? What mes-
sage do we want to send back to them?
But there is hope. The New Year brings a

newly elected Congress. 
The National Task Force to End Sexual and

Domestic Violence Against Women will con-

tinue to push for the law's return in 2013, ac-
cording to a statement released by the organiza-
tion. 
"The U.S. House of Representatives contin-

ued to voice strong opposition to offering basic
protections to certain vulnerable populations...,"
the task force wrote. "There is no time to waste
in addressing the needs of victims. We call on
the 113th Congress to act immediately on
VAWA this month and pass a bill that safely and
effectively meets the needs of all victims."
Unfortunately, John Boehner (R) and Eric

Cantor (R) are still at the helm of the Republi-
can House enterprise. I say it’s about time that
ship sinks and the captains should go down with
it.
*Nicole Lashomb is TRT’s Editor-in-Chief.

She holds an MBA from Marylhurst University
and a Bachelors from SUNY Potsdam. Contact
her at: editor@therainbowtimesmass.com.

VAWA from page 2
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December 31 marked the end of
Rhode Island's federal funding for
community-based HIV prevention and
education programs in the state. There-
after, RI state funds for HIV will only
go toward testing and those already liv-
ing with the virus and not toward pre-
vention funding. In spite of that, HIV
averages 100-125 new infections each
year in RI within the last decade, ac-
cording to an Epidemiology profile
published by the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Health.
This will affect a variety of Rhode Is-

land's well known organizations, such
as AIDS Project RI, Pawtucket Citi-
zens Development Corporation, Thun-
dermist Health Center, Youth in Action
RI and Youth Pride Inc.
"Because we're a smaller state, the

cuts are really going to be shaking the
nonprofits that have been kind of
championing the work for the best 10
or 12 years," explained Adeola
Oredola, Executive Director, Youth In

Action RI. "Huge, huge chunks of money are
completely disappearing from our State De-
partment of Health and it's going to hurt youth
programs [and] all different populations."
Nothing like this has ever happened before

in terms of federal funding, confirmed
Oredola on a telephone call with The Rainbow

Times. Previously, the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Health funded many primary preven-
tion programs,
therefore creating
a brand new set of
challenges for
these nonprofits.
"We have a long

way to go [and]
we're still trying to
anticipate espe-
cially next year …
We're hoping to be
doing some really
good community
health work.
Hopefully with the
support of our
friends we can
continue to do that
at some level,"
c o n t i n u e d
Oredola.
The support, ad-

vocacy and educa-

tion center, Youth Pride Inc., had initially re-
ceived a three-year grant from the RI Depart-

ment of Health.
The money was
set to go toward a
program called
the Mpowerment
Group, where
LGBT youth
would learn about
HIV prevention
and safe sex
through commu-
nity building
events, explained
Kerri Kanelos,
Executive Direc-
tor of Youth Pride
Inc., and said the
goal was to edu-
cate five youth
leaders to teach
their peers, as
well as staff per-
son to oversee

them.
In the grant's starting year, 2011, the organ-

ization received $90,000 toward the project.
Then in its second year, 50 percent of the
budget was cut, followed by a complete loss
of funding in 2013. As a result, Kanelos said
the organization has reached out to the best
places it could think of, Elizabeth Taylor's
AIDS Foundation, Elton John's AIDS Foun-
dation and even local RI charities, to try to re-
cover from lack of RI Department of Health
funding.
"It was a big surprise to us … When we ini-

tially went for the funding we saw it as some-
thing that was much more stable than what it
has turned out to be," said Kanelos. "The
minute we heard that year three wasn't going
to happen, and there was a cut in year two, we
started looking for private foundation money."
In an effort to get past these budget cuts and

combine efforts, the RI HIV Prevention Coali-
tion was formed about a year ago, explained
Kanelos, and contains more than 20 commu-
nity groups. The Coalition’s mission statement
reads, "a forum for community-based organi-
zations and other agencies in RI to work to-
gether to prevent HIV through sharing
information, doing advocacy, strengthening
partnerships and raising public awareness."
The Coalition recently held a large meeting

in celebration of World AIDS Day. The event
took place during midday in the State Room
of the RI State House, with about 40 atten-
dees. Those present were graced with the
words of Governor Lincoln Chafee, U.S. Sen-
ator Sheldon Whitehouse and RI House
Speaker Gordon Fox. 
Kanelos attributes the Coalition's strong

public efforts to Thomas Bertrand, who is also
the Executive Director of AIDS Project RI.
"We're still formalizing our relationships … it
is a member-driven network of organizations,"
said Bertrand.
The next RI HIV Prevention Coalition meet-

ing will be open to the public, and will be held
from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. on January 16. The
location has not yet been determined. For
more information, please contact Thomas
Bertrand at Thomas@aidsprojectri.org or join
the "Rhode Island HIV Prevention Coalition"
Facebook Page, http://tinyurl.com/a2ygd36.

RI cuts federal funding for HIV prevention and education programs, organizations react
By: Clara Lefton/TRT Reporter
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Governor Lincoln Chafee on World AIDS Day
PHOTOS BY: RI GENERAL ASSEMBLY, GOVERNOR CHAFEE STAFF

State Representative Eileen Naughton of Warwick, RI, a
big supporter of assisting the AIDS cause

TOP 10 BEST SELLER VIDEOS
Courtesy: WolfeVideo.com

LESBIAN TOP 10

GAY TOP 10

1. A Perfect Ending: Auto-
graphed Photo + DVD

2. Kiss Me
3. Jessica Clark 2013 Calen-
dar

4. Lost Girl: Season 2
5. The Guest House
6. Chely Wright: Wish Me 
Away

7. Farewell, My Queen
8. Elvis & Madonna
9. Joe + Belle
10. Jack & Diane

1. Gayby
2. The Men Next Door
3. The Wise Kids
4. Elliot Loves
5. Keep the Lights On
6. Weekend
7. North Sea Texas
8. August
9. The Skinny
10. Judas Kiss

This could have been your ad!This could have been your ad!

617-444-9618617-444-9618
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Controversial & new LGBT sports doc-
umentary released on NBC Bay Area 
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A documentary about homophobia in the pro-
fessional sports world called “The Last Barrier”
recently aired in the Bay Area. This hourlong
special investigates the personal concerns pro-
fessional gay athletes face, including locker
room acceptance, fans, team ownership and
more. 
“I don’t think fans care about the sexual ori-

entation of players, and I don’t think the players
in the locker room care about sexual orientation.
It’s all about winning,” said Amani Toomer,
NFL veteran and NBC Sports NFL analyst, in
a defining point of the movie.
“The Last Barrier” includes additional com-

ments ranging from a wide variety of people in
the sports industry, from players like Chris
Kluwe, Minnesota Vikings Punter, to Rick
Welts, the President and Chief Operating Offi-
cer of the NBA’s Phoenix Suns. 
“The goal of the show was to generate discus-

sion …
amongst the
viewers after
they watch the
show. I think
that’s the most
you can ask
for. Then
hopefully dis-
cussion will lead to people examining their val-
ues, and their feelings,” said Ted Griggs,
Comcast SportsNet Bay Area President. 
The documentary itself came about through

an already existing partnership – Comcast
SportsNet Bay Area produces a show for NBC
Bay Area that airs after Sunday night football
games. It is traditionally a half-hour segment
that discusses issues in sports, but when they
tried to conquer the topic of sexuality, it became
apparent that 30 minutes was not going to be
sufficient, explained Griggs. NBC then agreed
for a full-hour piece, and the show cast Comcast
SportsNet anchor Dave Feldman, CSNBa-
yArea.com’s Senior Insider Ray Ratto and
Comcast SportsNet’s MLB analyst Shooty
Babitt as hosts.
“The people are great. Comcast SportsNet

works with the [LGBT sports organization] You
Can Play project, and they’ve made a real com-

mitment to helping end homophobia in sports,”
said Cyd Zeigler, Jr., the Co-Founder of Out-
sports.com, the self-proclaimed worldwide
leader in gay sports. 
With over a decade of experience in the

LGBT sports industry, Zeigler was selected as
one of the documentary’s guests. Although he
personally enjoyed his interview experience, he
did not agree with all of the perspectives given
on “The Last Barrier.” 
“Shooty Babitt, this one guest they had on,

really just doesn’t know what he’s talking
about, you know? He’s talking like it’s still
1979 and he’s playing for the Oakland A’s. I
mean, it was a different perspective to include,
it was interesting that they chose him,” said Zei-
gler in a phone interview.
Host Babitt is a former New York Met’s scout,

Oakland A’s baseball player and friend of
openly gay MLB player Glenn Burke. Zeigler
was frustrated with some of Babitt’s commen-

tary, like the
excerpt below.
“You have a

guy that needs
to come out
and let every-
body know
who he is. But
you know it’s

going to be to a detriment to the team because
now everybody else gets involved, everybody
else has to answer all these questions that they
probably shouldn’t have to answer because
someone has an agenda that they want the
world to know about, rightfully so, but I just
don’t think this is the setting when you’re talk-
ing about a team sport,” said Babitt in “The Last
Barrier.”
Although an upsetting response to some,

Griggs believes that it’s important to try pro-
duce a fair and balanced documentary. “... you
have to be careful to not be an advocate, even
though we all have our own personal feelings
about this topic. You have to sort of put the can-
vas out there and let people give their opinions,”
he explained.
“The Last Barrier” will air on NBC Bay Area

throughout January, and is available on Com-
cast SportsNet Bay Area via DirecTV and Dish
Network’s sports packages.

By: Clara Lefton/TRT Reporter

Q. Have you heard of this documentary that
Malcolm Ingram is working on about the
Continental Baths that you performed at? I
read that he was trying to get you involved.
A. No, I have not. This is the first I’ve heard of
it.
Q. Where do you stand on the new wave of
gay icons? Do you follow them?
A. No, I don’t. I have to say I don’t. I think that
the gay community has always liked a certain
type, and there are plenty of those around. But
no, I don’t follow it. I do my work; I keep my
head down. I have my family, and I do — it’s
all fascinating and it’s all wonderful, and it’s a
big river of life and people get on on one bank
and wind up in another place. There are new
people all the time. Paul Simon said it best
when he said, “Every generation throws a hero
up the pop charts.” So I’m used to the idea that
people come and go, and it’s always fun to
watch. It makes life glittery and fun. And that’s
what we’re looking for.
Q. But Adele is now considered a gay icon,
and I’ve heard you’re a fan of hers.
A. I do love Adele. I adore Adele. I think she’s
a really good singer and a terrific songwriter.
Her voice is such a beautiful voice. And she’s
funny and she’s warm and she’s all the things
you want a performer to be. I mean, outside of
who her fan base is, I think just as a human
being she stands out. I’m really happy that
she’s around. I’m really happy that she’s made
it and that people adore her. She’s going to
have a long, long career.
Q. Now that you’ve made your screen re-
turn, will we be seeing more of you soon? A
new studio album? Maybe a tour?
A. You know, I’m listening to music. Every day
I pick something out of the pot to listen to. I

do keep very active with that part — in the
songwriting world — and I’m studying the
guitar just because I love music. So I’m very
interested in music just as an art form, not nec-
essarily to have records or to have hits or any-
thing — just to make music. That’s never left
me. I’ve always loved that and I’ve always
loved people who are actual musicians. I love
the singers and the musicians, too. So I’m al-
ways interested in what people have to express
and the way in which they choose to express
what they have to say. So that part of me – the
art part – will never leave. I do keep busy with
that.
Q. But you know how much we’d love to
hear a new album, right?
A. Oh, you’re very kind. I’ll do my best to de-
liver it … before the afternoon is up!
*Chris Azzopardi is the editor of Q Syndicate,
the international LGBT wire service. Reach
him via his website at www.chris-
azzopardi.com.

Midler from page 13

Bette Midler

PHOTO: KERRY HAYES 
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Boston, MA
Grant received to educate gay men
about domestic violence
The Gay Men's Domestic Violence

Project has received a $10,000 Verizon
Foundation grant to support a program
educating GBTQ men about domestic
violence and the role they can play in
responding to it. The campaign will aim
to empower men to speak out against
domestic violence, provide awareness
and resources to the community and to
educate them to act as a positive influ-
ence for other men.

LGBT organizations see increase in
funding and donations
LGBT social justice organizations ex-

perienced a 17 percent revenue increase from
2010 to 2011 after several years of decline. The
report, by the Movement Advancement Project,
looks at the LGBT movement's finances span-
ning 40 major LGBT organizations represent-
ing 69 percent of the budgets of all LGBTQ
social justice organizations. Organizations are
also seeing an increase in funding through in-
dividual donations. Despite gains, challenges
were also named in the report, including that
the revenue of anti-LGBT organizations still
greatly outweighs that of LGBT organizations.

Fenway Health urges for more HIV Prevention
Funding for gay men
Despite a disproportionate amount of HIV

infections among gay, bisexual and other men
who have sex with men, MSM, funding for
HIV prevention is directed toward heterosexu-
als and other at risk groups, found an analysis
conducted by The Fenway Institute. Sources
from The Fenway Institute state that prevention
funding needs to be shifted to match the inci-
dence data.

Chicago, IL
New book documents the role of gay print
media
A new book gives a comprehensive overview

of the past, present and future of gay print
media. "Gay Press, Gay Power: The Growth of
LGBT Community Newspapers in America"
contains essays, interviews and hundreds of
news clips and images from mainstream and
early gay publications and describes the critical
role of the gay press. The book is available
through Amazon.com, as well as Chicago's
Women & Children First Bookstore. 

Elected officials announce vote for marriage

equality
Illinois Rep. Greg Harris and Sen. Heather

Steans have announced that they will call for a
vote soon regarding the Religious Freedom and
Marriage Fairness Act. The Marriage Project
Director for Lambda Legal stated that by bring-
ing this marriage bill to a vote, they have
brought hope to thousands of same-sex couples
in Illinois, and it is encouraging that elected of-
ficials agree with the freedom to marry.

Des Moines, IA
Lawsuit filed to permit same-sex parents
listed on birth certificateThe Iowa Supreme
Court heard Lambda Legal's lawsuit that is
seeking an accurate birth certificate to all chil-
dren born in Iowa to same-sex married parents.
In the case presented, Iowa's Department of
Public Health denied a request for both lesbian
spouses to be listed as parents on the birth cer-
tificate of their daughter. All other states that
permit same-sex couples to marry, or enter civil
unions or domestic partnerships, issue birth
certificates to children of same-sex couples on
the same terms of those of different-sex cou-
ples.

Montgomery, AL
Alabama ruling to stop segregating HIV pris-
oners
A federal judge ordered a stop to segregating
Alabama prisoners with HIV. The ruling stated
that the practice violates the Americans with
Disabilities Act and that this discriminates
against the prisoners and denies them equal ac-
cess to rehabilitative programs. The decision
also bans the state's policy of requiring HIV-
positive prisoners to wear white armbands to
alert others of their status.

New York, NY
LGBTQ- and ally-centered YouTube channel
to debut
A new gay-centered YouTube channel will
launch to specifically target an LGBT and like-
minded audience, and will feature weekly short
series. Gwist, TV With a Gay Twist, is de-
signed to appeal to anyone who enjoys a gay
sensibility. Gwist will also incorporate
Google+ Hangouts into programming.

Providence, RI
Marriage bills introduced in House and Sen-
ate
House Rep Arthur Handy, as well as Senator
Donna Nesselbush, have introduced bills in the
House and Senate that would legalize marriage
equality in Rhode Island. Handy has released

a statement saying that he is confident the bill
will pass and that it is overdue. The House is
committed to voting by the end of January. 

South Lyon, MI
Teacher suspended for playing anti-harass-
ment song
A middle school teacher has been suspended
for playing a song that discussed the harass-
ment faced by gay youth. The song was played
during an eight-grade performing arts class, by
request of a student. The teacher was sus-
pended for three days and had pay withheld for
two. Equality Michigan, the only LGBT anti-
violence and advocacy organization in the
state, is investigating the matter further and
stated that they will make sure that diversity
and love is taught over intolerance and hate. 

Springfield, IL
Illinois bill for marriage equality pro-
gressingIllinois' Senate Executive Committee
has adopted the Religious Freedom and Mar-
riage Fairness Act, in a first step of many to-
ward advancing the freedom to marry. This is
the first time an Illinois legislative body had
voted to extend marriage equality, stated the
CEO of Equality Illinois. This new House and
Senate are believed to have more support for
LGBT issues.

Washington, D.C.
LGB hate crimes are second most frequently
committed
Crime statistics released by the FBI show that
for the first time, crimes based on sexual ori-
entation are the second most frequent hate
crime committed. The number of reported hate
crimes committed against gay men and les-
bians increased from 1,277 to 1,293, surpassing
crimes committed on the basis of religion, and
falling only after crimes based on race. The
HRC president stated that this is a reminder
that even though strides are being made toward
equality under the law, LGBT people still face
dangers in America. The FBI will begin col-
lecting data on hate crimes committed on the
basis of gender identity in 2013.

Report documents services provided to
LGBTQ students in college career centers
Career centers in higher education are improv-
ing in providing services to LGBTQ students,
but there is still much work to be done, accord-
ing to OUT for Work's 2013 Career Center
Certification Report. The findings indicate that
only 3 percent of the career centers surveyed
earned an A+ Gold ranking, out of A+ Gold,
Gold, Silver and Bronze. The assessment, com-
pleted by 158 college career resource centers,
is intended to gauge the current career tools, re-
sources and programs accessible to LGBTQ
students through campus career centers.

HRC Statement in response to DOMA Recom-
mitment
Changes to the House Rules for the 113th Con-
gress include a recommitment to spending tax-
payer money on defending the Defense of
Marriage Act. The HRC released a statement
in which they express their disappointment that
the 113th Congress, with a historically large
number of LGBT members and spouses, is be-
ginning a vote that will disrespect those mem-
bers and all LGBT Americans. 

LGBTQA organizations call for support to de-
fend sex workers
Over 50 LGBTQA organizations have called
for support of worldwide efforts that will de-

fend lives, as well as rights, of all who are in-
volved within the sex trade. In their statement,
they recognize violence against sex workers as
an LGBTQ issue and stand committed to end-
ing it, while also calling for an essential policy
approach focused on an increase of safety, op-
portunity, empowerment and harm reduction.

Supreme Court to hear cases against Prop. 8
and DOMA
The Supreme Court has announced that it will
hear the Hollingsworth v. Perry case that chal-
lenges California's Prop. 8, as well as the Wind-
sor v. United States case against the Defense of
Marriage Act, the discriminatory ban on federal
recognition of married same-sex couples. The
HRC president stated that this is a milestone
for equal justice under the law, and that this an-
nouncement gives hope that a landmark
Supreme Court ruling for marriage will be seen
this term.

Tobacco use disparities addressed in new re-
port
Grassroots efforts have been working to fight
LGBT targeting by tobacco companies. A new
report released by Legacy focuses on these ef-
forts, and explores the continuous disparities in
tobacco use between LGBT people and the
general population. The report, Tobacco Con-
trol in LGBT Communities, also explains
Legacy's role in addressing this population's
needs and details case studies of successful in-
terventions. According to the American Journal
of Public Health, LGBT people smoke ciga-
rettes at rates 70 percent higher than the general
population. 

GOP called upon to stop funding DOMA
The nation's LGBT leaders have called upon
the House GOP to stop funding the Defense of
Marriage Act, which costs taxpayers millions
of dollars. The letter sent to the House Repub-
lican leadership stated that with more states al-
lowing same-sex couples to obtain marriage
licenses, DOMA creates burdens on tax-paying
citizens. A 2004 report from the Congressional
Budget office estimated that federal individual
income and estate tax revenues would increase
$700 million per year if DOMA was not in
place, and recent polling from Greenberg Quin-
lan Rosner found that most Americans oppose
DOMA and the Republicans' court defense of
it.

ACLU warns against National Defense Au-
thorization Act
President Obama signed the National Defense
Authorization Act, which includes a provision
that insists the military accommodate moral
principles and religious beliefs of all armed
forces members. The president did acknowl-
edge that this provision is unnecessary and ill-
advised. The director of ACLU Washington
cautioned that the language of this provision
was too broad and could lead to claims of a
right to discriminate, not only against LGBT
people.

West Point, NY
West Point Cadet Chapel holds first same-sex
wedding ceremony
The first same-sex wedding ceremony at West
Point Cadet Chapel has been held between an
Army Veteran and OutServe-SLDN, the asso-
ciation of actively serving LGBT military per-
sonnel, board member and her partner. The pair
stated that West Point holds special signifi-
cance to them, and to be able to legalize their
union there is very important. 

LGBTQ news from around the country: The good, the bad and the ugly
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These days,
if you can
run, you

can raise funds.
Every weekend, it
seems, there are
road races to cure
breast cancer, build

schools in impoverished African vil-
lages, and do just about every other
good deed imaginable. Fundraising
races are impressive affairs, complete

with corporate sponsors, water stations and
gushing publicity.
When Chris Mosier decided to run to raise

money, though, he did it alone. The decision

seemed apt. He was running to support home-
less LGBT teenagers, and few populations are
as lonely as that.
Chris’s run earlier this month – 35.6 miles, a

loop around the entire perimeter of Manhattan
– benefited the Ali Forney Center. A shelter
and drop-in center offering food, showers,

clothing, medical care, and mental health and
substance abuse services to thousands of
youngsters annually, it was destroyed by Hur-
ricane Sandy. Flood waters from the Hudson
River demolished computers, office equip-
ment, refrigerators and food.
Chris was never homeless himself. But the

plight of teenagers cast out of their families –
then left to battle for survival, at the same time
trying to figure out who they are and where
they fit into the world – resonated deeply.
As a girl growing up near Chicago, she

played team sports. She always knew on some
level she did not fit society’s expectations of
gender, but she did not have the vocabulary to
express what she felt.
Even in college, Chris says, “I didn’t know

about the LGBT community. I was oblivious
to it, and to any kind of self-awareness.”
About 10 years ago though, Chris finally met

some transgender people. Gradually, that self-
awareness grew.
Chris moved to New York and began a career

in higher education. Chris identified as

“queer,” and played on men’s softball teams.
But Chris also ran and bicycled on teams and

in events as a female. “I delayed my transition
because of sports,” Chris says. “I did well as a
woman, and wondered how competing as a
man would affect things. I wear Spandex. I’m
in very body-conscious sports. Being an athlete
was an important part of my identity, and I had
a lot of questions.”
Those worries proved groundless. Chris was

accepted quickly during and after his transi-
tion. He’s spent the last five years competing
in road races and triathlons, and serves as a
coach and ambassador for the Empire
Triathlon Club and Team Aquaphor.
Like many members of New York’s LGBT

community, Chris had heard of the Ali Forney
Center. As he learned of its devastation during
the hurricane – and saw other destruction while
running in local parks – Chris vowed to help.
As vital as its work is, Ali Forney is only a

drop in the bucket. There are an estimated
3,800 homeless youth in New York, Chris says.

Forty percent are LGBT. The center provides
only 250 beds. Still, it’s something.
“I don’t have the money to get Ali Forney

back on its feet myself. But I could raise a little
bit,” Chris says. “And if I raised awareness,
too, that might lead to something.”
He chose a date – Dec. 1 – and spent three

weeks spreading the word via social media.
Donors could contribute any amount; sugges-
tions included $32 (a dollar for every mile he
figured he’d run), $50 (a dollar for every kilo-
meter), or whatever else anyone wanted.
He also gathered prizes to raffle off to con-

tributors.
Chris started and finished at the United Na-

tions. And he started and finished alone.
“A lot of teammates and friends offered to

join,” he notes. “But it was important for me
to do this by myself.”
He wore no headphones; he just ran, and re-

flected. At one point he stopped at the Staten
Island Ferry Terminal to warm his hands. “I re-
alized, if I was homeless I couldn’t just do
that,” he says. “I’d have to really think about
things like where I could use the bathroom.”
He carried a bit of food, but dropped some
along the way. “If I was homeless, losing that
food would have meant a lot more.”
Chris’ run took 5 hours and 18 minutes. He

felt pretty good until Mile 25. At Mile 30, he
really started to feel the effects. But – like
homeless youth with no other options – he kept
going.
When it was over, he had an hour to shower,

and get to work.
The Ali Forney Center had no idea who

Chris was. They still might not. That’s not the
point, he says. “This isn’t about me. It’s about
getting the word out, and helping an organiza-
tion that helps kids who need help.”
Chris continues to get the word out. And he

continues to accept donations. The website is
www.aliforneycenter.org. Search there for
“Mosier” and give what you can.
*Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, soccer

coach and gay activist. His latest book is We
Kick Balls: True Stories from the Youth Soccer
Wars. He can be reached care of this publica-
tion or at OutField@qsyndicate.com.

chanted slogans such as, “budget cuts are re-
ally rude, that’s why we have to be so lewd.”
They brought a lot of attention to the fact that
these cuts will steal resources from people who
need them to survive. Right here in Boston the
fight has been brought to the steps of Senator
Kerry's (future Secretary of State) front steps
in Beacon Hill. Activists with ACT-UP Boston
staged an empty Thanksgiving meal in front of
his house, serving themselves only pill bottles.
While Massachusetts may not see a cut to med-
ications, people with HIV/AIDS cannot live on
pills alone. AIDS activists, unsatisfied with
Kerry's response, showed up at his home again
on December 1, World AIDS Day, still protest-
ing the cuts. Demands are being made on
politicians in Washington and when they
choose not to listen, people are forced to use
different tactics to get attention, whether that
be naked bodies or showing up at a politician's
home.
There are plenty of possible solutions to this

fiscal crisis that do not include cutting social
services. A popular demand from AIDS activist
groups, nurses and many others is the Robin
Hood Tax. This is a financial transaction tax
(.005 percent and .05 percent) on the buying
and selling of stocks, bonds and derivatives on

Wall Street. This type of tax, already in place
in 40 other countries, would bring in hundreds
of billions of dollars each year from Wall
Street. While I agree that taxing Wall Street is
a great idea and I am excited for this money to
come in, we already have more than enough
money to fund all the social service programs.
If we stopped putting trillions of dollars into
war we could fund all of our programs. If we
stopped putting hundreds of billions of dollars
into prisons, police, immigrant detention and
other repressive policies we could also fund all
of our programs. We should fight for the Robin
Hood Tax, but let us also fight for a new kind
of prioritization of resource spending. 2013
will see harmful cuts to social services,
whether we fall off the fiscal cliff or not, but
your voice can join those who are working to
keep money in programs that keep people liv-
ing to fight another day.

*Rev. Jason Lydon is a Unitarian Universalist
minister in Boston. He is a long time anti-
prison organizer and founder of Black & Pink,
an LGBTQ-focused effort working toward the
abolition of the prison industrial complex.
Jason is also an avid lover of famous people
and blockbuster action flicks. You can reach
Jason at jason@blackandpink.org.

“I delayed my transition because of sports,” Chris
says. “I did well as a woman, and wondered how
competing as a man would affect things. I wear
Spandex. I’m in very body-conscious sports.
Being an athlete was an important part of my
identity, and I had a lot of questions.”

Chris Mosier

Q 
SP

OR
TS

The OutField: Chris Mosier runs after Hurricane Sandy
By: Dan Woog*/Special for TRT

TRT is Now Boston Based, New England Read!

HIV Cuts from page 2
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