


GLAAD released a study that identifies
an enormous religious opportunity to
further LGBT rights. GLAAD joined

with the University of Missouri Center on Reli-
gion and the Professions to analyze 316 LGBT
news stories. The findings showed that “three
out of four religious messages came from peo-
ple whose religions have formal policies oppos-
ing LGBT equality.”
Key findings of the report include:

• Conservative Evangel-
icals have an inordinate
opportunity to convey
their positions.
• Conservative Evangel-
icals are cited 50 percent
of the time.
• Spokespersons sup-
porting LGBT rights are
usually from secular or-
ganizations or without religious affiliation.
• Positive messages regarding LGBT issues are
overwhelmingly non-religious.
The findings underscore why LGBT rights

have become a battle between religious interests
and secular groups. The perception that the ex-
pansion of LGBT rights is an attack on religion
stems in part from a lack of supportive religious
voices being asked for comment by the media.
Before you get upset, think about the possi-

bilities. There are thousands of pro-LGBT reli-
gious leaders throughout the country from many
faith traditions and religious denominations who
have yet to be heard. This is great news. A
strong case can be made as a matter of fairness
to media outlets to have a balanced religious

perspective.
The vast majority of those who oppose LGBT

rights do so because of faith or religion. They
are not given a chance to hear and explore other
religious interpretations. This is missing from
the national discussion. You may think that reli-
gion should have no role in the matter. You’re
right. It is not reality.      
This is a chance for further progress. How?

Ask your local religious leader to contact dioce-
san, regional or national faith leaders to reach

out to major media outlets.
If you’re a member of the
United Church of Christ
(UCC), for example, ask
your pastor to contact the
general minister and presi-
dent of the denomination.
He needs to be on the
rolodex of newsrooms
across the country as a re-
ligious contact person to

comment on LGBT issues.
This may seem logical and obvious, yet there

is an important administrative component that
must be addressed. Someone has to get pro-
LGBT religious leaders on call lists for the na-
tional media. This is not a one-time endeavor.
News is instant. Reporters and program produc-
ers for radio and television have a lot to manage.
There’s also job turnover. Contacts change.
Keeping religious LGBT spokespersons on the
media radar screen must be polite and persistent.
Because most of New England supports LGBT
rights, the emphasis must be elsewhere.        

Arizona’s SB 1070 should not
be a part of this nation of ours,
for it is blatant discrimination

and racial profiling of people just be-
cause they are “perceived to be differ-
ent.” In our LGBT community, we all
know too well what these  “perceived”
misconceptions do to people we love,
know and support. By supporting and
upholding a key component of this law,
the U.S. Supreme Court managed to hurt
millions of undocumented immigrants
from all walks of life. Equally, it sent a

message that the Justices may not fully under-
stand the realities of being a person of color in
the United States. How can they? Only two of
its justices (Justices Thomas and Sotomayor)
are people of color, and only one of them is of
Hispanic descent. However, they are still all
American citizens nonetheless and cannot fully
understand the discrimination that is present for
the millions of undocumented immigrants who
are working in this country, paying taxes and
trying to get by in a land that they consider a
privileged country. That is what the Irish
thought of this country too, many years ago. 
In its decision, the Supreme Court sent a sub-

jective message around the world. Immediately
reports of criticism were all over the media, in-
cluding TRT. As an American citizen by birth
of light skin, considered to be a White Hispanic,
I am not comfortable with a law that could even
be prejudicial against me and my family. The
differences that work to my advantage are that I
know the language and my rights well, I may
not be “perceived” as an undocumented immi-
grant, and I can enter or leave this country as I

please. After all, is that not what all born-Amer-
ican citizens with a passport can do? 
When we, as a country, take away the rights

of others less privileged, we start commotion
domestically and around the world. Abroad,
these actions can be considered hypocritical, for
don’t we advocate for justice for others living
in other places? How can we interfere in what
others do, while carrying out similar actions
against our own citizens? The undocumented
immigrants are grossly underpaid and many
work in sub-human conditions, is that not an-
other way to obliterate their rights? 
I’ve seen such unfair treatments when I inves-

tigated it in Alabama, where undocumented im-
migrants were hired by poultry factories,
worked while injured (yes, even while bleeding)
as they packaged the chicken that many of us
consume. The immigrants could not even com-
plain because they did not know the language
well nor did they dare question sub-human or-
ders that kept them working long hours while
sick, due to their lack of human rights. What
they wanted was to work hard to be able to send
monies home, monies to care for their elderly
parents, children and extended family. 
Frankly, all I was a witness to was a desperate

group of humble individuals who wanted to
work and needed to provide for their families’
livelihoods. How is that different from what we,
as Americans, do here for our own families? I
still have not met one educated (and I don’t nec-
essarily mean schooled) person that is afraid of
immigrants taking away their jobs, or imposing
their language on us. However, I have met many
immigrants who afraid of our system, our com-
panies, ...

It has been a few months since I wrote ex-plicitly about the realities of incarceration
in our LGBTQ communities. As Massa-

chusetts moves forward with plans to build
and/or expand three women's jails and as New
Hampshire sets up a contract with the Correc-
tions Corporation of America to operate a private
prison in the southern part of the state, it's key
for queers and trans folks to remain vigilant. 
Black and Pink, an LGBTQ prisoner-support

and grassroots penal abolitionist organization I
work with, had a vibrant presence at Boston
Pride this year (hundreds of our stickers and pens
also showed up in New York City, Chicago and

San Francisco). Thousands of people walked by
the Black and Pink booth during the Pride festi-
val and hundreds of people stopped to talk with
us. One of the primary objectives of the day was
to get individuals to commit to beginning a pen
pal friendship with a currently incarcerated
LGBTQ prisoner. Black and Pink's long-term
objective is the abolition of the prison industrial
complex, but until the United States has a differ-
ent system of securing authentic justice, there are

2.4 million people in prison and jails who need
support. The choice to become a pen pal can feel
somewhat daunting of a task at first. Where does
one start? What can someone on the outside say
to someone locked inside? What were the people
convicted of in the first place? These are among
many common questions people ask. Another
question I'd encourage everyone to ask is, What
happens when we do not connect with our
LGBTQ family behind bars?
Letter-writing to individuals who are locked

up is not only a great opportunity to build strong
relationships with new people (or, obviously, to
keep in contact with your loved ones), it is a sim-
ple harm-reduction tool for people inside. Think
for a moment about mail call in a prison. This
time of the day is often in a place where prison
guards and other prisoners can hear whose name
is being called. Imagine a young transwoman
who was homeless before getting locked up, un-
likely receiving any mail. Prison guards and
other prisoners already isolate, harass, sexually
assault and demean transgender women prison-
ers and the knowledge that no one on the outside
is paying attention simply empowers them to in-
flict suffering with impunity. Becoming a pen
pal means that this individual's name will be read
out loud and others will know that someone ...

By: Jason Lydon*/TRT Columnist
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Dear Editor,
The Pride Guide was a work of art! I was at
first questioning which was the right guide,
but upon seeing the cover page, the tons of
information on Boston Pride and the enter-
tainment, I figured it all out. It was a really
nice piece. I picked two of them up this
time, one for me and another for my
boyfriend, who was out of town. 

—Eddie Rhinehart, Boston, MA

Dear Editor, 
I’m not so sure that I follow the Food col-
umn well. I’m not sure if I’m misunder-
standing the author, or his writing style. Is
it possible to have him write again about
cuisine? I’d really like that.

—Kendall Roberts, Sommerville, MA

Dear Editor, 
I hear you were moving to Boston. Will you
still be serving western Mass?

—Janice Herrera, Springfield, MA

Dear Janice,
Yes, we will. Everything else stays the same
as always. Thank you!         —The Editor

Letters to the Editor

Think for a moment
about mail call in a
prison. ... Imagine a
young transwoman
who was homeless be-
fore getting locked up,
unlikely receiving any
mail. See Black and Pink On Page 17 

See God on page 16

See SB 1070 on page 17

In the Name of God: Non-bigoted religious spokesper-
sons’ participation needed to discuss LGBT rights
By: Paul P. Jesep*/TRT Columnist 

Radio, television and
newspaper reporters
need resources at
their fingertips.



In a dramatic move with significant
political and economic implications, a
majority of the U.S. Supreme Court on
Thursday (June 28) voted to uphold
President Obama’s landmark health
care reform law. The vote, at least in re-
gard to the key conflict, was 5 to 4, with
Chief Justice John Roberts writing the
opinion and joining the four justices on
the liberal wing.
The decision is a big relief to people

with costly illnesses, including people
with HIV or breast cancer. It is an enor-
mous political victory for the Obama
administration, because health care re-
form was Obama’s signature achieve-
ment thus far in his first term. And it
creates an awkward issue for Republi-
can presidential nominee Mitt Romney
to negotiate. Romney worked for a sim-
ilar plan for Massachusetts, when he
was governor, but has since joined the
majority of Republicans in arguing vig-

orously against requiring citizens to buy cover-
age or pay a “tax” for not doing so.
The Affordable Care Act (ACA) “individual

mandate” requires every citizen, by 2014, to ei-
ther buy health coverage or pay a penalty that
helps mitigate the burden on the health care
system when they seek medical care without in-
surance.
All three of the nation’s major LGBT legal

groups had signed onto a brief in support of the
ACA, noting that 30 percent of people with
HIV are not able to obtain health insurance.
Among other things, the ACA prohibits in-

surance compa-
nies from limiting
or refusing cover-
age for a person
with HIV, breast
cancer, or any
other disease. It
also prohibits in-
surance compa-
nies from
dropping a per-
son’s coverage
after the person
became ill.
Justice Anthony

Kennedy, writing
for the dissent,
said he believes
the entire law is
unconstitutional.
He was joined by
the court’s conser-
vative wing, in-
cluding Justices
Antonin Scalia,
Clarence Thomas,
and Sam Alito.
Lambda Legal,

Gay & Lesbian
Advocates & De-
fenders, the National Center for Lesbian
Rights, the National Center for Transgender
Equality and others submitted a joint brief in
support of the ACA. They argued the law en-
sures health coverage for people with HIV and,
in doing so, stems the spread of the virus to oth-
ers. That, they said, also helps contain the enor-
mous burden that HIV infection puts on the

health care sys-
tem.
The 30-page

brief was one of
more than 130
briefs filed in
HHS v. Florida
and several other
lawsuits seeking
to strike down
the ACA, signed
into law two
years ago by
P r e s i d e n t
Obama.
The gay

groups’ brief,
like most media
reports, focused
on the ACA in-
dividual man-
date that
everyone pur-
chase health
coverage. Under
ACA, with some
exceptions (in-
cluding reli-
g i o u s - b a s e d
objections and

poverty), everyone would have to obtain health
coverage starting in 2014. Those who failed to
do so would have to pay one percent of their in-
come annually as a penalty. Over the years, the
penalty rises, but there are limits to how high it
can go.
With the individual mandates, argued the gay

groups’ brief, “thousands of lives—and billions

of dollars—could be saved each year, and the
HIV/AIDS epidemic could be dramatically
curbed.”
Carl Schmid, Deputy Executive Director of

The AIDS Institute, said his group was “ex-
tremely pleased” with the upholding of the
ACA.
The court upheld other points of contention

in the law, including whether states can be re-
quired to cover the expanded number of people
qualifying for Medicaid under the ACA. Some
states opposed that expansion, saying it unfairly
increases the state’s obligation to share the
Medicaid costs. The majority opinion said the
federal government could not withdraw exist-
ing Medicaid funding from states that were un-
able to fund the expanded pool.
In other Supreme Court news this week, the

high court voted 5 to 3 (with Justice Elena
Kagan recusing herself) to strike down three
provisions and at least temporarily sustain one
provision of Arizona’s controversial immigra-
tion law. Lambda Legal said the one provision
retained —allowing law enforcement officers
to stop any person they suspect is in the United
States without the federal government’s per-
mission— is especially harmful to LGBT peo-
ple.
“LGBT immigrants and LGBT people of

color remain particularly vulnerable because
this provision…  requires police to stop and
question people based on their appearance,”
said Lambda, in a statement released about the
decision. “The LGBT community knows all too
well how easily people who are perceived to 
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By: Lisa Keen/Keen News Service

U.S Supreme Court upholds Pres. Obama’s Affordable Care Act

To read the rest of this story visit:
http://tinyurl.com/chf9hm2
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BOSTON, Mass–One of the most successful
singers to come out of Boston is someone you
may have never even heard of. But you are
about to in a big
way.
After mega-

successful CD’s
in Asia, where
censorship has
worked in his
favor (Lady
Gaga was just
banned in In-
donesia), the big
band music of
Brian Evans is
the prevailing
genre through-
out China, Sin-
g a p o r e ,
Malaysia, Tai-
wan, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, Hong
Kong, and The Philippines. Translation: Evans

has made mil-
lions without
ever having had
a release in
America (and
he was born in
H a v e r h i l l ) .
That, too, is
about to
c h a n g e .
Grammy Maga-
zine names him

among Norah Jones and Michael Buble’ as one
of the most relevant new crooners of our time.
Evans once did a stint on ABC’s “Full

House” as a kid
(he was Kimmy
G i b l e r ’ s
boyfriend, just
YouTube it) and
has just signed
on to record his
major label
debut in the
U.S. under pro-
ducer Narada
M i c h a e l
Walden, the
multi-Grammy
Award winning
producer who
launched Whit-
ney Houston,

including the most successful film soundtrack
of all time, “The Bodyguard.” Walden also pro-
duces Elton John, George Michael, Stevie
Wonder, Aretha Franklin and Mariah Carey.
Now … Walden is producing Brian Evans. Get
ready, world.
The new CD, which will first debut in Asia

this month, will feature Evans remakes of
”Rocketman,” “Don’t Worry, Be Happy,”
“Jump,” “She Drives Me Crazy,” and even
Livin’ La Vida Loca.” It also features Evans
original songs “I’m A Traveler” and “At Fen-
way,” the mega-Red Sox hit he wrote (it de-
buted at #3 on Amazon.com … during football

season). Red Sox Hall of Famer, Jim Rice, is
currently seen in a Best Buy TV commercial
promoting the new song “At Fenway,” by
Evans.
Evans, who began his “crooning” career in

Vancouver, performed every Saturday night at
a club called Babalu. Singer Michael Buble
performed on Sunday’s. Buble’s album just
came out first. That brought him to Vegas,
where he’s opened for Jay Leno, Joan Rivers,
and Social Distortion.
Evans is also the writer of a major motion

picture being developed for the big screen.
Evans wrote “Horrorscope,” a story about a
psychic who is forced to tell predictions to the
mob. When the mob thinks she screwed them
on a prediction that results in arrests of the
mafia’s godfather, a hit is ordered on the psy-
chic. The murder of the psychic causes a phys-
ical manifestation of the signs of The Zodiac,
who then seek revenge for the psychic’s death.
Evans and Narada Michael Walden have al-
ready written the title track song, and Evans
gave his blessing for his producer to also pro-
duce the movie soundtrack. Not a hard choice,
given Walden has already produced the most
successful film soundtrack of all time with
“The Bodyguard.” “Horrorscope” is also being
developed for toys and video games. Evans
moved back to Boston last month to implement
his “At Fenway” into Red Sox Nation.
Although mum on his love life, Evans has

been seen performing karaoke on Thursday
nights at Machine.
See them both (Walden will be on drums with

Evans’ big band) at The Wilbur on July 20th.
For tickets visit www.thewilbur.com or
www.brianevans.com. Want to win a pair of
tickets? “Like” his FaceBook page at
www.facebook.com/croonerman.

Crooner Brian Evans Lands in Beantown: Performs at The Wilbur

Evans and Charlie Sheen hanging out in Boston last year. 
PHOTO: PROVIDED BY THE BRIAN EVANS MUSIC GROUP, INC.

Brian Evans and Cher were seen shopping on Maui
last year.

PHOTO: PROVIDED BY THE BRIAN EVANS MUSIC GROUP,
INC.
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Mockingbird Lane
gets its cast of
munsters

It started with,
“Huh? A reboot of
The Munsters? We
need this?”
And then we

learned that Bryan Fuller, the wildly in-
ventive creator of Pushing Daisies, was
behind it and
e x t e n d i n g
trust to his
left-of-center
c r eden t i a l s
was much
easier. And
now there’s a
cast so cool
and so queer
(and queer-ad-
jacent) that
NBC’s dra-
matically dif-
f e r e n t
reimagining
of the vintage
sitcom, now
titled Mock-
ingbird Lane
just became

must-watch TV for
the fall. Jerry O’Con-
nell will star as Her-
man Munster and
Portia De Rossi will
play Lily, while Eddie
Izzard will star as
Grandpa. Daisies
alum Beth Grant
(Sordid Lives) will
play a suspicious
neighbor and
Cheyenne Jackson has
just signed on to guest as a local Scout Master

with eyes for Lily. Casting is ongoing, so ex-
pect more updates as the weeks roll on. But for
now all you have to remember to do is set your
DVR this fall and stop confusing them with the
Addams Family. 

The Canyons welcomes Lohan … for now
If her time shooting Liz & Dick is any indi-

cation, Lindsay Lohan might not yet be ready
to return to work. Erratic behavior, car acci-
dents, lateness, bouts of unconsciousness: all of
it distracts from the project and the fact that this

t a l e n t e d
y o u n g
woman is
fully capable
of good
work. But
a s s u m i n g
she makes it
through this
one and
comes out
the other
side stronger
and back on
track, her
next project
could be fas-
cinating, a
g e n u i n e
g a m e -
changer pro-
fessionally.
You may re-
member an
earlier report
where we
said that “it
doesn’t get
crazier” than
the combina-
tion of
Am e r i c a n
Psycho au-
thor Bret

Easton Ellis, Taxi Driver screenwriter/Cat Peo-
ple director Paul Schrader and alt-porn star
James Deen, but now that Lindsay Lohan has
been added to the mix of what is now going to
be called The Canyons, it all just totally did.
Ellis describes the upcoming feature as a story
about people in their 20s chasing “power, love,
sex and success in 2012 Hollywood,” which
sounds like the perfect vehicle for Lohan, even
if her co-star is more known for focusing ex-
clusively on the sex part of that equation. Noth-
ing’s set in stone yet, but this one is only going
to get more interesting.

Janet Jackson produces trans doc Truth
You knew you liked Janet Jackson, but did

you know how much? Maybe it’s because
throughout her career, she’s always been the
most cautious of the Jackson clan, the least
willing to turn her life into a public spectacle
in between work projects. She acts, she sings,
she dances, she does commercials for NutriSys-
tem, but otherwise she keeps to herself. And
alongside that wise approach to her personal
life she’s maintained an activist’s stance as an
ally to the LGBT community, a bond that will
only deepen as she enters a new role: executive
producer of Truth. That’s the title of an upcom-
ing documentary about transgender people and
their treatment around the world. New York’s
Brainchild Films and director Robert Jason are
behind the feature, which will focus on the lives

and struggles of transgender people in North
America, Latin America, Europe and Australia.
In a written statement, Jackson says that she at-
tached herself to the project to help eradicate
discrimination against the trans community.
This calls for a YouTube transgender flash mob
dance video set to “Rhythm Nation!”

Kevin Smith: The Groovy Straight Bear gets
animated
Kevin Smith was apparently kidding when he

said he was quitting filmmaking. After last
year’s speaking tour where he also showed his
horror film, Red State, to audiences along the
way, he said that his hockey comedy, the up-
coming Hit Somebody, would be his last film.
But you can’t keep the man away from his ar-
dent fan base, and now it looks like Jay and
Silent Bob’s Super Groovy Cartoon Moviewill

be a reality in 2013. Not only is the hetero
Smith an honorary gay bear by this point, hav-
ing conducted hockey-themed same-sex wed-
dings on his Smodcast podcast and produced
documentaries like Malcolm Ingram’s Small
Town Gay Bar, but there have never been two
gayer Smith creations than the perpetually high,
heterosexual life partners Jay and Silent Bob.
We have no idea what the film is going to be
about, but it’s almost certain to be R-rated,
raunchier than everything else in the multiplex,
and filled to the brim with homosexuality. If
not, that will be the most shocking thing he’s
ever done.

* Romeo San Vicente’s most shocking moment
has been reposted on dozens of Tumblrs. He
can be reached care of this publication or at
DeepInsideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.
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Radio, television and newspaper reporters
need resources at their fingertips. As noted
above, there are many who reach out to LGBT
secular advocates. This wrongly shapes the
discussion between God-fearing and wrongly
labeled heathens.  
The next time a national newscast on CBS,

ABC, NBC, or FOX has a report or discussion
on marriage equality or some other LGBT
issue it would be helpful to have a representa-
tive from the UCC or another mainline pro-
LGBT denomination. In other cases, there are
Mormon parents who support LGBT rights
who would make great national spokesper-
sons.
Getting more religious leaders to speak on

behalf of LGBT issues would neutralize and
go a long way to furthering equality. GLAAD
is doing an extraordinary job in advancing a
positive religious perspective, but it can’t do it
alone. Check out the report
(www.glaad.org/publications/missingvoices)
and think about how you can advance pro-
LGBT religious spokespersons in the local
and national media.    

*Paul is an author, attorney, and a seminary
trained, ordained priest in greater Albany,
N.Y. E-mail questions to Dilovod@aol.com.

Ihave a gay agenda:  toget every LGBT person
who can climb on a

bike to start riding one.
There are similarities be-
tween being a successful cy-
clist and a happy queer:  the
more visible you are on the
street, the better; you can

wear loud, garish outfits with pride; and you
feel free to go almost anywhere. 
I just completed a five-week bike trip up the

entire length of the Mississippi. My original in-
tent was to challenge myself at a time when I
was beginning to feel like my body was on an
inexorable slide into arthritis and pain.  I also
wanted to see the heart of America at the gentle
pace only two wheels can provide.  On both
counts, I got much more than I expected.  I dis-
covered that America is a kinder, sweeter place
than I had come to believe just listening to the

news. And, despite my aching back and Spanx-
resistant gut, I felt strength and freedom that I
never experienced before.  
Our community faces disproportionate health

challenges, such as obesity, substance abuse
and depression, much of which can be blamed
on discrimination and isolation.  Until that
ends, we can take some matters into our own
hands.  Exercise itself is a powerful medicine
for mental health and general wellness, but cy-
cling offers even more.  When you realize that,
under your own steam, you can go five, ten, or
even a hundred miles, you can’t help but feel
liberated, if only for a little while.  
Let’s start with five miles.  That’s what I did

about ten years ago, on a geeky recumbent bike
because I had wrist problems then. Other cy-
clists regularly whizzed past me, but I kept rid-
ing – which is my first and most important tip.
Don’t be afraid to slow down to a crawl, but do

keep going.  Regularly up your distance a mile
at a time and you’ll be amazed at how far you
can go.  I hit a personal best last month of 115
miles in one day.  I’m on a regular road bike
now; I still go slowly, but I go.
And a few more tips: Don’t worry about what

type of bike you’ve got, as long as it works. If
your old Schwinn’s been in storage, take it to
the shop for a tune up and to make sure every-
thing works properly.  Check your tire pressure
every few days.
Biking shouldn’t be painful.  A decent bike

shop can adjust your ride so that it works for
you, provided it’s roughly the right size. No
matter what you’re riding, consider a profes-
sional bike fitting if you want to ride regularly,
you’re ready to go on longer rides, or have
physical restrictions.  Precision fit is not just for
skinny triathletes.
Make friends with your gear and your gears.

Thirty gears isn’t much harder to use than three.
Low gears will get you up that big hill; high

gears will make you zippy on the flats. Wear a
helmet that fits snuggly, and don’t keep it at a
jaunty tilt.  You want it straight on top of your
head, like Don Draper in a fedora.
Once you’re out there, claim your right to

take the whole lane and ride with confidence
and purpose. Ignore people who honk at you.
Don’t be intimidated by faster riders. Instead,

how about finding inspiration from the 80-
somethings I met in Minnesota, who meet on
the weekends for a short ride to the bakery,
where they reward themselves with lattes and
cupcakes.  Maybe skip the cupcakes, but do
drink lots of water, and eat good carbs before,
during and after your ride.
This brings me to my last tip.  Find people to

ride with.  It’s a great motivator. Bike groups... 

Mockingbird Lane, The Canyons, Janet Jackson, and Kevin 
By: Romeo San Vicente*/Special for TRT
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Thinking Out Loud: Go for a ride
You too can be out and proud on a bike, even if you look terrible in Lycra
By: Abby Dees*/Special for TRT

God From Page 2 Our community faces disproportionate health chal-

lenges, such as obesity, substance abuse and depres-

sion, much of which can be blamed on discrimination

and isolation.  Until that ends, we can take some mat-

ters into our own hands.  

Janet Jackson
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Read the rest of this story at:
http://bit.ly/O9FZ4N
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our people, to the point that they are petrified to
even look at us directly in the eyes. Is that not
similar to the fear that many LGBT people ex-
perience in parts of this country (and abroad)
where discrimination, hatred and utter igno-
rance prevail? It’s the same sheep, dressed in a
different color, but treated just the same way—
just because it was born a sheep.
It is distressing that the Justices voting for the

majority opinion upheld the fundamentally in-
humane and unfair element of SB 1070, thus

sending a message that they simply could not
relate to the immigrants’ needs. Perhaps they,
too, forgot their ancestors’ immigrant status
when they first came here seeking a better life,
more opportunity and fairness in a land that
they thought would promise them just that. Will
today’s immigrants reach the status that yester-
day’s immigrants were afforded? We’ll see.
*Gricel M. Ocasio holds an MBA, Marylhurst

University & and a Bachelor’s in Journalism
from Temple University, 1991. Reach her at:
publisher@therainbowtimesnews.com

is looking out for them and cares about them.
The harm-reduction role extends to the pris-

oner pen pals themselves. LGBTQ people are
disproportionately held in solitary confinement,
overwhelmingly experience sexual violence, and
are constantly religiously abused by right-wing
preachers. This can lead to a deep internalization
of self-hate which can manifest as self-harm or
suicide. Your letters may be the only kind words
this person hears. Your efforts to get to know this
person could be the only positive recognition
they receive as LGBTQ people. Black and Pink
is regularly told that our efforts are the only con-
nection people have to the outside. Chrisdilla, a
transman in Illinois, wrote, “I'm in segregation
24 hour lock down. I'm lonely, I'm in need of a
friend. ... Hope I continue to hear from you all
and hope to one day meet you all!” You could be
part of alleviating suffering of a member of our
LGBTQ community who is so often forgotten. 
Efforts to support LGBTQ people in prison are

not limited to the adult penal system. The recent
hearings by the Massachusetts Commission on
GLBT Youth included reports about young peo-
ple affected by the Department of Youth Serv-
ices, the criminalization of LGBTQ youth

behavior, the school-to-prison pipeline, and the
blatant racial disparities in detention. Unfortu-
nately, Massachusetts does not have a current or-
ganizing project working specifically on the
needs of young LGBTQ people affected by the
juvenile justice system or the larger adult penal
system. The commission has made recommen-
dations in the past for training of DYS facility
staff, but training is only a very small part of the
solution. Nicer, friendlier detention centers are
not what our youth need, ending criminalization
and providing authentic alternatives are key steps
Massachusetts needs now and the Commission
needs to take a lead on this. Pride month has
come to a close, but the work of celebrating and
honoring the lives of all LGBTQ people still has
much work to be done. Feel free to check out
www.blackandpink.org to find out more about
that project and learn more about how the penal
system harms LGBTQ people. 
*Rev. Jason Lydon is a Unitarian Universalist
minister in Boston. He is a long time anti-prison
organizer and founder of Black & Pink, an
LGBTQ-focused effort working toward the abo-
lition of the prison industrial complex. Jason is
also an avid lover of famous people and block-
buster action flicks. You can reach Jason at
blackandpink99@gmail.com

Black and Pink From Page 2

SB 1070 From Page 2

A new report on that status of health-
care for LGBT Americans shows that an
increasing number of hospitals are striv-
ing to treat patients equally and respect-
fully.
That’s the main take away point from

the Healthcare Equality Index 2012
(HEI), Healthcare Equality Index, re-
leased on Tuesday, June 19, during a
news conference in Washington, D.C.
when Human Rights Campaign (HRC)
president Chad Griffin and Secretary of
Health & Human Services Kathleen Se-
belius together unveiled the 64-page re-
port.
Commitment to LGBT care
The report shows hundreds of the na-

tion’s healthcare outlets, including hos-
pitals, clinic/outpatient facilities, and
healthcare networks have demonstrated
their commitment to LGBT patients.
“Just a few short years ago the health-

care industry wasn’t having conversa-
tions about LGBT healthcare equality,”

said HRC President Chad Griffin, according to
a press statement.
“Now, thanks to advocacy by the LGBT com-

munity and some standout leaders, growing
numbers of healthcare providers are making an
explicit commitment to treat all patients with
dignity and respect. The healthcare industry is
beginning to heed the call for fairness and com-
passion,” he explained.
Now in its fifth year, the HRC Foundation

produced  “Healthcare Equality Index 2012:
Promoting Equitable and Inclusive Care for

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Patients and their
Families.”
Fenway Health with a perfect
score
Meanwhile, back in Boston,

Stephen L. Boswell, M.D., pres-
ident and chief executive officer
of Fenway Health “applauded”
the study, crediting both HRC
and HHS for their efforts in
“raising the visibility” of LGBT
health.
Still, he said the index gets at

only part of the challenge in
meeting the needs of LGBT peo-
ple and serving them better.
“Policies and procedures” are
one thing, Dr. Boswell said over
the telephone. Better yet, is medical care best
“practices,” including the basics of gathering in-
formation about a patients “sexual orientation”
and “gender identity.” Asking the question
about orientation and identity is important for
primary care providers. The information is also
helpful in gathering data about the LGBT com-
munity and its unique healthcare needs.
Importance of HPV prevention
Citing another critical practice, Boswell said

it is imperative for health care providers to offer
the HPV vaccine to both male and female
young persons—before they are sexually active.
“We have one of the most biologically pow-

erful vaccines,” he said. But it is not widely of-
fered at the time it came be the most effective
— before youth become sexually active.
Highly contagious, HPV is shorthand for

human papilloma virus, which can cause genital

warts, as well as throat, cervical
and anal cancer— if not treated.
Fortunately, most people with

HPV do not develop symptoms or
health problems from it. In 90
percent of cases, the body’s im-
mune system clears HPV natu-
rally within two years, according
to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, based in Atlanta,
Ga.
Altogether, eleven Massachu-

setts medical care facilities earned
HRC’s distinction as “Leader in
Healthcare Equality”—including
Fenway Health.
A Fenway Focus blog posting

voiced the medical care facility’s
gratitude for the honor:  “Fenway

is deeply committed to providing quality, cul-
turally competent care to our LGBT patients
and to fairness and equality for all staff, and we
are proud to have that commitment recognized,
especially in such a high-profile report.”
Other healthcare providers in MA with per-
fect scores
Other equality leaders include Baystate

Health’s nine facilities (Springfield), Boston
Medical Center, Brigham and Women’s Hospi-
tal, Cooley Dickinson Hospital (Northampton),
Faulkner Hospital, Harvard Vanguard Medical
Associates (Newton), Mount Auburn Hospital
(Cambridge), and Newton-Wellesley Hospital
(Newton Lower Falls).
In garnering equality-leader honors, the Mas-

sachusetts medical care outlets—and others na-
tionwide — all responded “Yes” to a body of
four health care equality criteria and have poli-

cies in place to protect their LGBT patients and
employees from discrimination. The leaders in
healthcare also ensure equal visitation access
for same-sex couples and same-sex parents
through explicitly inclusive policies and provide
staff training on LGBT patient-centered care.
Measures used for the HEI
The 2012 HEI includes 407 respondents that

volunteered to fill out a survey on key aspects
of treatment of LGBT patients and staff, includ-
ing patient non-discrimination policies, visita-
tion polices, employment non-discrimination
policies and training in LGBT patient-centered
care.
Other Boston area participants include Dana-

Farber Cancer Institute, Massachusetts General
Hospital, and Tufts Medical Center.
More healthcare facilities participating in
survey
This year’s index represents a 40 percent in-

crease in participating respondents from last
year. In addition, there were 237 outlets—a
whopping 162 percent increase—in facilities
that received a perfect score and were desig-
nated healthcare leaders.
States not represented include two NE states
Even though more facilities than ever volun-

teered to fill out the survey, 18 states are not
represented, including Alabama, Alaska,
Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico,
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, West
Virginia, Wyoming—and the two New England
states of Vermont and Connecticut. 

By: Chuck Colbert/TRT Reporter

Fenway Health leads in healthcare equality across the board, others in MA
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To read the rest of this report visit:
http://bit.ly/LcalOF

Stephen L. Boswell, MD,
president and chief execu-
tive officer at Boston-based
Fenway Health.
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Otra celebración
de Orgullo de Boston
y Rhode Island con-
cluyó. Ahora es la
época de verano,
playa, barbacoas y
vacaciones para mu-
chos/as. Para otros/as
el trabajo de ser ac-

tivista nunca toma vacaciones.  Los ac-
tivistas LGBT en nuestra área se
preparan para las actividades de Orgullo
en Hartford y Worcester, Orgullo Latino
LGBT en Boston
(www.bostonpride.org), la conferencia
lnterpride (www.interpride2012.org), y
un sinnúmero de otras actividades so-

ciales y políticas. Es hora de tomar conciencia
y participar de estas actividades para aprender
de temas que nos afectan como personas Latinas
LGBT. Este año es uno de política y se pudo ob-
servar el mismo durante las celebraciones de
orgullo y se van a percibir todas las campañas
de ahora hasta Noviembre. Debemos de recono-
cer los temas que nos afectan y aprender de
los/as candidatos/as a los diferentes escaños
políticos. 
¡Hay tanto trabajo de hacer para llegar a la

igualdad! Como he dicho anteriormente, no es-
tamos pidiendo derechos diferentes, sino los
mismos derechos de todos/as en la sociedad.
Simple y sencillamente abogamos por una
igualdad en derechos. Es por eso que es impor-
tante que participemos en las actividades políti-
cas y sociales donde podamos hablar con los/as
candidatos/as y activistas LGBT para aprender
de ellos/as.  
Durante la Celebración de Orgullo de Boston

se celebraron 30 años de activismo y actividades
LGBT en el mundo pero todavía falta una
equidad entre todos y entre todas las comu-
nidades LGBT en el mundo.  Aunque haya cel-
ebraciones a nuestro alrededor no significa que

las haya a través
del mundo. To-
davía en Jamaica
no hay una cele-
bración de
Orgullo ni en
Costa Rica, ni en
Belice, ni en El
Salvador, ni en
Nicaragua, y ni
en tantos otros
sitios en el
Caribe, Centro y
Sur América.
¡Increíble!  Hay
activistas LGBT
pero las fuerzas
del gobierno y de
la sociedad son
mas “grandes”
que ellos/as.   
En Puerto

Rico, hay dos

celebraciones de Orgullo LGBT cada Mayo y
sólo un candidato gay (por el Partido Indepen-
dentista) que está por un escaño político en el
Senado. Todavía hay tanto por hacer en Puerto
Rico para concientizar a los/as que están por es-
caños políticos sobre la comunidad LGBT. Ex-
isten muchos/as activistas que luchan
diariamente por la igualdad de derechos y están
logrando poco a poco que la sociedad en Puerto
Rico nos acepte más y como somos.  ¡Estos/as
activistas no toman descanso, ni en verano!
Aunque no seas puertorriqueño/a y aunque no
vivas en Puerto Rico, puedes ayudar a estos/as
activistas. No podemos seguir celebrando pen-
sando que lo tenemos todo acá en Massachusetts
y que los otros/as se defiendan y aprendan de lo
que hicimos acá. ¡Esto no funciona así!  Es
tiempo de que nos envolvamos allá o acá y si
eres de otro país, también te puedes envolver en
tu país de origen. ¡Aboga por la igualdad allá y
acá! 
Todos/as debemos pensar que podemos ser

activistas. No tienen que hacerlo en televisión o
marchar pero pueden escribir cartas, enviar
correos electrónicos y/o donar de su tiempo (o
dinero).  El  movimiento LGBT comenzó con
un grupo pequeño de gente de color en
Stonewall. Aprendamos de nuestra historia
LGBT y movilicemos a nuestra comunidad en
contra de los atropellos a la misma en nuestros
países Latinos y hasta en nuestro “patio”.
¡Aboga por igualdad allá y acá!
No tenemos que ir tan lejos para aprender

sobre la importancia del activismo social. Nue-
stros/as hermanos/as transgéneros en este estado
de Massachusetts se unieron como comunidad
y educaron a los aliados/as y pudieron lograr
que la legislatura (y el gobernador) firmara la
ley anti-discriminatoria a la comunidad trans-
género. ¡Debemos aprender de la movilización
de nuestros/as hermano/as trans!
Tenemos tanto que hacer, tan poco tiempo y

tan pocos activistas haciendo el trabajo. Durante
la celebración de Orgullo de Boston pude pasar
tiempo conociendo a lectores de esta columna y
periódico.  Escuché de tantas quejas y de situa-
ciones que se deben de mejorar para la próxima
celebración y sí tienen validez pero en vez de
quejarse y sin hacer nada, debemos usar estas
“energías” en el trabajo que hay que hacer. Re-
comiendo que envés de mandar una nota elec-
trónica quejándose por esto o lo otro, escriban a
los periódicos (o a las autoridades) para que
tomen cuenta de todos/as las muertes ocurridas
el pasado año en nuestra comunidad LGBT por
actos de odio (o “bullying”).  Pregúntele a
esos/as candidatos/as sobre como te van a re-
sponder de ser electos/as en Noviembre.
Vamos a seguir tomando conciencia de la im-

portancia del activismo y de apoyar a los/as ac-
tivistas o actividades locales o nacionales que se
enfoquen en la igualdad de derechos para
todos/as. Recuérdense de la importancia que
cada uno de ustedes tiene – cada persona LGBT 

Nueva York, NY—El mes pasado, Lambda
Legal y más de 100 organizaciones que apoyan
los derechos de los inmigrantes—
incluyendo la Liga de Ciudadanos
Latinoamericanos Unidos
(LULAC, por sus siglas en in-
glés)—participaron como amigos
de la corte (amicus) en el caso Ari-
zona contra Estados Unidos, en el
cual la Corte Suprema está evalu-
ando la posible inconstitucionali-
dad de la ley anti-inmigrante del
estado de Arizona, la ley SB 1070.
En un escrito legal, las organiza-
ciones hacen claro que la ley SB
1070 puede causar la discriminación y el ex-
tremismo contra los inmigrantes. 
"La ley SB

1070 y las me-
didas anti-inmi-
g r a n t e
adoptadas en
otros estados,
obligan que las
personas se es-
condan y au-
mentan el temor
y la desconfi-
anza que dis-
uaden a muchos inmigrantes y personas de color
de la comunidad LGBT que buscan la protec-
ción de - u ofrecen ayudar a - la policía," dijo
Iván Espinoza-Madrigal, abogado de Lambda
Legal. "Inmigrantes y personas de color LGBT

son especialmente vulnerables porque la ley SB
1070 criminaliza a personas por su apariencia.
La comunidad LGBT sabe muy bien que las
personas fácilmente pueden ser percibidas como
'diferentes' o 'actuando de forma distinta' y que

estas pueden ser razones para
acosamiento o persecución.
Arizona está apelando ante la

Corte Suprema un decreto contra
ciertas provisiones claves de SB
1070 otorgado por la Corte Fed-
eral de Arizona y afirmado por la
corte federal de apelación del
Noveno Circuito. SB 1070 ame-
naza a miembros de la comunidad
LGBT, quienes ya conocen, en
relación con funcionarios locales,

hostilidad elevada y la violencia basada en la
apariencia, los gestos y otros rasgos. Por ejem-

plo, la ley
puede  ser uti-
lizada para in-
vestigar el
estatus migrato-
rio de y detener
todos aquellos
que pueden
tener permiso
federal para
permanecer en
los Estados

Unidos pero que no tienen documentación, in-
cluyendo a las parejas del mismo sexo bi-na-
cionales y personas LGBT que huyen ... 

Verano y año de políticas calientes

Lambda Legal: Apoya decisión con-
tra la ley anti-inmigrante de Arizona

Por: Wilfred W. Labiosa*/Columnista de TRT
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Por: Iván Espinoza-Madrigal/Abogado de
Lambda Legal

SB 1070 amenaza a miembros de la co-
munidad LGBT, quienes ya conocen, en
relación con funcionarios locales,
hostilidad elevada y la violencia
basada en la apariencia, los gestos y
otros rasgos. 

Pon Tu
Anuncio en

The Rainbow
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Lea el resto de esta columna en:
http://tinyurl.com/73kq9aj

Lea el resto de esta columna en:
http://bit.ly/LK9LfR



The Connecticut PRIDE committee, a not for
profit organization, has produced events that
promote awareness, tolerance, acceptance, and
equality for “everyone.” We do this to provide
a safe space, a healthy sense of family and iden-
tity, and most importantly to save lives.
For the past 30 years we have produced in-

creasingly larger outdoor events throughout CT
complete with vendors, entertainment, speak-
ers, food, and more. Last year, having com-
pleted a five year reorganization, the 2011
Board of Directors and the small PRIDE com-
mittee reached out to the community in an effort
to bring in fresh faces and new ideas. Our intent
was to induce more community involvement in
the production of Pride celebrations in Con-
necticut. Unfortunately, until relatively recently,
we had very little response. 
After much planning discussion and many

long, grueling hours of debate, the Board de-
cided not to produce a large outdoor event in
September 2012.  Instead we recognized a need
to focus on a new and much more encompass-
ing development plan for 2013 and on into the
future. We now have a very dynamic group of
people dedicated to making the New Pride
Committee and its productions better than ever.
The Board 2013 Plan:
• CT Pride will become more of a statewide or-
ganization by running fund raisers and events
in venues throughout Connecticut.
• We are planning 3 major events, Fall 2012,
Spring 2013 and June 2013
with a fund raising goal of
$50,000, and a larger, rein-
vigorated outdoor festival in
Sept 2013 with a proposed
budget of $75,000.
• CT Pride will increase its
educational component and
produce seminars, workshops
and training classes in part-
nership with community or-
ganizations.
• CT Pride will increase our
commitment to our commu-
nity’s Youth and will estab-
lish a Youth Garden for
children ages 3-15 at our fes-
tival events.
• CT Pride will have a new
and updated website and will
make increased use of all so-
cial media. More information

will be forthcoming.
We are very excited about our new and more

encompassing development plan for Connecti-
cut Pride and look forward to your support and
input. Membership on the Pride Committee is
open to all and we welcome new committee
members as well as input and feedback from the
Connecticut LGBTI and allied community. Ad-
ditionally, opportunities are always available for
donations and corporate sponsorship.    Please
email us at info@connecticutpride.org with
your input, feedback or information requests for
donations and sponsorship.

Yours in Pride,

The Connecticut Pride Executive Board
Brian Couzens, William Urich, Jon Pepe and
Jessica Couzens 

There are some folks in this
world who just don’t under-
stand gay Republicans. I am

not one of them. Though I should
make clear that by “understand” I
mean “acknowledge the rightful exis-
tence of” and not that I can make
sense of the whole thing.
But hey, to each his own – or her (Hi

Mary, hi Heather. Congratulations and
all that). Gays are a diverse lot and
certainly that is true when it comes to
politics. Yes, the Democrats are “bet-
ter” on LGBT issues. Way, way better,
actually, though not as great as they
could, and should, be. And compared
to Republicans, the Democrats are a

non-stop Pride parade.
Still, it is not a surprise that groups like GO-

Proud, a conservative gay Republican group,
exist. But it is kind of surprising that a group
formed explicitly by a bunch of gays would “en-
thusiastically” endorse Mitt Romney for presi-

dent. To say that Romney is anti-gay is an
understatement, no matter what happened in
Massachusetts on his watch. He’s renounced all
of that and the folks he has aligned himself with
will make damn sure he stays that way.
So what gives? Well, apparently if you’re a

member of GOProud, gay rights issues are ir-
relevant.
According to GOProud’s executive director

Jimmy LaSalvia, “We think that jobs, the econ-
omy, healthcare, retirement security and taxes
are all ‘gay issues,’ and on every single one of
those issues, Mitt Romney is light years better
than President Obama.”
Aww, isn’t that cute? Basically any issue is a

“gay issue” so long as someone gay takes issue
with it. Got that? Never mind that Romney’s
policies would no doubt further hurt LGBT
families. Take jobs, for instance. Romney won’t

even take a stance on equal pay for women; you
think he gives a shit about employment protec-
tion for homos? As for healthcare, there are
countless same-sex couples who cannot be on
each other’s health care because they’re
strangers in the eyes of the law. Retirement se-
curity for gays? Ha! They’ll spend it all on
lawyer fees. And don’t get me started on taxes.
Just ask a same-sex couple committed to each
other for years, even decades, what it feels like
to have to mark “single” on their tax return
form.
So yeah, these issues are gay issues, but say-

ing that Romney is better than Obama here
pretty much erases the whole gay part. GO-
Proud doesn’t really give a shit about gay issues,
unless we’re talking about gays with a lot of
money.
Don’t get me wrong. Money isn’t all bad and

having lots of it must be nice. But it certainly
does take the sting out of the every day discrim-
ination that the LGBT 99 percent face.
So why be a gay group at all if you don’t think

civil rights are important? Granted, LaSalvia ac-

knowledges that the election is “bigger than just
one issue.” No shit. I don’t have a problem with
that. What I do have a problem with is an enthu-
siastic endorsement of an anti-gay president
from a gay group. It is indicative of some seri-
ous self-hatred and/or smug disdain for the is-
sues that the every-day gay faces.
I can’t help but picture GOProud members

emailing each other steamy Ayn Rand fan fic-
tion featuring John Galt and Howard Roark.
Gay Rights Shrugged, perhaps. And just imag-
ine what fun they could have with a title like The
Fountainhead. Who knows? Maybe it’ll become
a national phenomenon: Fifty Shades of the
Self-Loathing Gay.
*D’Anne Witkowski has been gay for pay

since 2003. She’s a freelance writer and poet
(believe it!). When she’s not taking on the creeps
of the world she reviews rock ‘n’ roll shows in
Detroit with her twin sister.
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Release from New Connecticut Pride

Creep of the Week: GOProud, pridelesss
By: D’Anne Witkowski*/Special for TRT
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Connecticut Pride: New Board
establishes plan for 2012-13

what I do have a problem with is an enthusiastic endorsement

of an anti-gay president from a gay group. ... Maybe it’ll become

a national phenomenon: Fifty Shades of the Self-Loathing Gay.
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JOHNSTON, RI—Every Tuesday night at
Town Hall Lanes in Johnston, R.I., something
quite spectacular happens. For 13 years, the
alley has been home to Big Gay Al’s, or what
some may consider as the largest duckpin-
bowling league in the country. 
In 1999, Leo Monteiro, the league president,

co-founded Big Gay Al’s with two friends and
12 teams. Today there are 32 teams and count-
ing. Monteiro says that they founded the
league after seeing the success and fun of Gay
Bingo, which is a
monthly fundraiser for
AIDS Care Ocean
State. 
“It’s an outlet for peo-

ple to get together out-
side of a club setting,
have fun and raise
money,” he says. Like
Gay Bingo, much of the
league’s proceeds go to
AIDS Project Rhode Is-
land and AIDS Care
Ocean State. Over the past few years, particu-
larly with the shaky economy, the league has
also contributed to other organizations like Op-
tions, Marriage Equality Rhode Island and
Youth Pride Incorporated, as well as a local no-
kill pet shelter.

Big Gay Al’s season runs from May 15 to
Aug. 21 this year, every Tuesday night from
7:15 to 9:30 at night. Monteiro says that “a lot
of folks have never bowled before, or never
bowled duckpin, but often make new friends,
have a great time and stick around for years.”
When asked if he was any good at bowling,
Monteiro said he was, partially because he’d
been doing it for so long. “It’s not intense or
anything. I don’t think anybody takes winning
too seriously, even though there’s an award
ceremony at the end of the season.”
To participate in the league, which comprises

teams of four, interested
bowlers should expect to
pay $14 per week. Al-
though, it’s about halfway
through the season, and
there are already several
teams, Monteiro encour-
ages folks to come by.
Some teams came into the
league together, but many
have been formed with
couples or individuals

being paired with other stragglers. “There’s al-
ways a spot open, because not everyone can
make it every week,” Monteiro says.
Each week, the league holds a 50/50 raffle.

Tickets are three for $1 and 20 for $5. The first
ticket drawn will win 50 percent of the money

collected that night.
The second ticket
drawn will have a
chance to bowl for the
running jackpot,
which starts at $20. If
you bowl a strike, you
win the jackpot week. 
Monteiro says that

he had looked up other
gay bowling leagues
and found a few in
California with 20-
plus teams, but none
so large as Big Gay
Al’s. 
“Pretty impressive

for such a small state,”
he says.

PROVIDENCE, RI—Gordon Fox, (D-
Rhode Island) Speaker of the House, has
come around marriage equality in the
Ocean State, according to statements he
made last week to Freedom to Marry. 
According to the organization’s report,

Fox announced that he would be seeking
another term as Speaker of the House
and “plans to bring the freedom to marry
to a vote in the state House of Represen-
tative in 2013.”
Although same-sex couples in Rhode

Island may be hopeful due to the Obama
administration’s support for marriage
equality, there is still uncertainty that the
legalization of gay marriage will pass
next year.  A former 2011 story by The
Rainbow Times, TRT, explained the co-

nundrum faced by same-sex Rhode Islanders
since “a same-sex marriage bill has been intro-
duced every year since 1997 but has never made
it out of committee for a floor vote.”
Fox stunned the LGBT community on April

27, 2011 (http://bit.ly/M09ILg) when he an-
nounced his support for a civil unions’ bill, not-
ing there were not enough votes in the House
for a marriage equality bill. Such an unexpected
move led to the introduction of a civil union’s
bill, which passed as law by the RI legislature.
For his action, Fox found himself at the center
of a YouTube parody (http://bit.ly/MMKXUI),

produced by Jim Carroll who, upset by Fox’s
change of heart, wrote new lyrics to the popular
song F%#k You by Cee Lo Green, and applied
them to Fox. Carroll shot the video in one day.
“I found it difficult in my head to come up

with a rational explanation as to why a gay man
would do something like that,” Carroll told The
Rainbow Times in 2011.
Gov. Lincoln Chafee, in July, 2011, signed the

civil union bill into law while expressing, via
Boston.com (http://bo.st/OWMSch), that the
bill was “an imperfect piece of legislation but
calling it a ‘step forward’ toward full marriage
rights in the state.”
Earlier in May Chafee, via an executive order,

provided Rhode Island with the ability to rec-
ognize out-of-state marriages between same-sex
couples, although still not offering the same for
its residents. Legalizing marriage equality in RI
is the next step that will provide same-sex cou-
ples with full marriage protections that their het-
erosexual counterparts have enjoyed for years. 
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TOP 10 BEST SELLER VIDEOS
Courtesy: WolfeVideo.com

LESBIAN TOP 10

GAY TOP 10

1. Tomboy
2. Joe + Belle
3. The Guest House
4. The Secret Diaries of Miss 
Anne Lister

5. Hit So Hard
6. The Perfect Family
7. The Dreya Weber Set
8. Pariah
9. Albert Nobbs
10. Elena Undone

1. Private Romeo
2. Kawa
3. August
4. Leave it on the Floor
5. What Happens Next
6. Surf and Turf Double 
Feature

7. The Green
8. Judas Kiss
9. And Then Came Summer
10. Sordid Lives: The TV 
Series
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By: Casey Rocheteau/TRT Reporter

By: Christine Nicco/TRT Reporter

Rhode Island’s Gordon Fox sup-
ports marriage equality, again!

Gay bowling in Rhode Island raises money
for the AIDS project and marriage equality
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Senator John Kerry (D-Mass.)
“This is an important day for the

Supreme Court and an important day
for Americans who need affordable
health care coverage. But I hope this
will also be an important day for our
politics and our discourse. For the past
three years, opponents of health reform
did everything they could to distort and
deceive. They tried to scare the Ameri-
can public with outright lies about
‘death panels’ and ‘socialized medi-
cine.’ When that didn’t work, they came
up with a new strategy: claim that the
individual mandate the Republican
Party itself had invented was unconsti-

tutional. [Now], the conservative Roberts
Court put an end to that debate. Those who
have sought to demonize health reform need to
put an end to their scare tactics. This needs to
begin a new day, where the test is not what you
can oppose but what you can propose. Enough

time has been wasted in the United States Con-
gress on pointless repeal votes designed to
score political points. Too much time has been
wasted on a legislative temper tantrum. We
need to get back to the business of implement-
ing a constitutional law that will lower health
care costs for everyone and give 33 million
Americans the health coverage they deserve.”

Fenway Health President & CEO Stephen
L. Boswell, MD
“The Affordable Care Act represents an histor-
ical step toward improving the health of the
American people, as important as the creation
of Medicaid and Medicare 47 years ago. We
commend the Supreme Court for upholding
the right of our elected representatives—our
Congress and President—to address these crit-
ical issues. The Court’s decision upholds im-
portant protections against discrimination in
healthcare delivery and helps ensure access to
life-saving care and services for many Ameri-
cans, including LGBT people and people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS.
“The Affordable Care Act provides the

LGBT community in parts of the country that
don’t recognize same-sex relationships with
more affordable insurance options and pro-
vides support for preventative care and HIV
testing, treatment and prevention services. It
also prohibits insurance companies from can-
celing coverage for pre-existing medical con-
ditions, including for people living with HIV.
The Affordable Care Act also provides re-
sources to expand community-based care to
help meet our country’s growing healthcare
needs and to provide more access to primary

care providers in the hopes of keeping people
healthier and cutting down on expensive emer-
gency room visits and hospitalizations.”

Abbe Land, Executive Director and CEO of
The Trevor Project
“The Trevor Project is grateful that the

Supreme Court upheld the important provision
in the Affordable Care Act that will enable mil-
lions of Americans, including at-risk LGBTQ
youth to gain access to healthcare coverage.”

Allison Francis, Communications Associate,
The Theater Offensive
“We strongly support of the Supreme Court’s

ruling to uphold President Obama’s Affordable
Care Act. We’ve seen firsthand through our
OUT in Your Neighborhood work how the lack
of affordable healthcare disproportionately af-
fects the LGBT population, especially people
of color, lower-income families, and those liv-
ing with HIV. Everyone deserves access to

healthcare regardless of class, race, gender
identity, & sexual orientation.”

Wilfred Labiosa, CASPAR, Inc. Executive
Director
“Today’s decision is a historical one for all

of us in the United States. It will be a mandate
that will affect positively all of those who need
services for their dual diagnosis of a mental
health and addiction to substances/alcohol. We
won’t see the benefits short-term but we will
see it in the months/years to come! Every per-
son with a dual diagnosis will have access to
the appropriate care and intervention across
every state and region. We applaud the 5 Jus-
tices who understand the plan proposed by
President Obama. Thank you!”

Rebecca Haag, AIDS Action Committee
President & CEO
“Today is a victory for everyone in this coun-

try who is living with HIV/AIDS. Massachu-
setts is leading the country in terms of health
outcomes for people living with HIV/AIDS.
Our state is also a leader in declining HIV
transmission rates. What we have learned in
Massachusetts is that you cannot end the AIDS
epidemic if people with HIV/AIDS do not
have access to health care. And today’s ruling
by the Supreme Court ensures that millions
more Americans, including the 1.2 million liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS, will have greater access
to health care than at any other time in our na-
tion’s history.

Read the rest of this story at:
http://tinyurl.com/7c59log

“This groundbreaking health care law holds

sweeping reforms for LGBT people who face

significant disparities in health and care from

our nation’s broken health care system. ...” 

—Kara Suffredini, executive Director, Massequality

National organization leaders’ re-
actions to the Affordable Care Act

Mayor Morse kicks off pride month: Holyoke flag-raising
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HOLYOKE, Mass—The city of Holyoke cele-
brated June's LGBT Pride Month with the rais-
ing of a rainbow flag at city hall last month.
The ceremony included poetry, speeches and
music from city residents. The event was in-
spired by the openly gay Mayor Alex Morse,
who sat on the Massachusetts Governor's
LGBT Commission for three years and
founded Holyoke For All, the first LGBT non-
profit organization in the area. 
"It's important to send the message that

Holyoke has a thriving and diverse LGBT com-
munity here in Holyoke. The LGBT commu-
nity exists beyond Northampton. Holyoke is a
diverse, tolerant city," wrote Mayor Morse in
an e-mail, who hopes this will become an an-
nual gathering. "[It] was important to send a
message to my LGBT residents, but most im-
portantly to send a message to our city's youth
that we love them, accept them, and are here to
support them."
Mayor Morse himself spoke at the ceremony,

along with LGBT ally and City Councilor
Gladys Lebron-Martinez. Due to his contribu-
tions to the Holyoke community, former city
council official Tim W. Purington, who was the
first openly gay elected city official in Holyoke,
was invited by Mayor Morse to speak as well. 
"As far as I know there has never been any

formal pride activity [organized by city offi-
cials] and this was a really great start to show
some pride in Holyoke," said Purington, who
was impressed both with the size of the flag
and the crowd. 

Other speakers at the event included teenage
residents Miguel Torres and Jazmine Herrera,
members of the Holyoke Equal Rights Associ-
ation (HERA). This support group is a program
of the Holyoke Youth Task Force that meets
every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at the Holyoke
Health Center. 
"I know that the [youth] have had a really

long, hard road of feeling accepted in their
community and to be able to see their commu-
nity raise a gay flag, I think it really was life
changing for them," said Amy Epstein, who
runs HERA. At the weekly meetings Epstein
receives around 20 to 30 young adults and es-
timates that every year she sees over a hundred. 
Although no protesters were seen at the flag-

raising ceremony, Morse’s administration did
receive one phone call from a resident com-
plaining about the event.
Another citizen, Marcella Jayne, felt that de-

spite her support for the LGBT community she
believes Mayor Morse was more interested in
enhancing his administration than equal rights.
The 25-year-old is an eight-year resident of the
city and voted for Mayor Morse during his first
election, but questions if she would reelect him. 
"I feel a renewed urgency to question the

false corollary presented by politicians who
rely on the politics of their identities to suggest
that because they are a member of one margin-
alized group that they will therefore represent,
defend and advocate for all others," said Jayne.
"I would love to see [an] LGBT event in
Holyoke that was inclusive and focused on em-
powering those LGBT residents who are dis-
enfranchised on many different levels."

By: Clara Lefton/TRT Reporter
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Last month, I had the
opportunity to at-
tend and speak at

The Massachusetts Commis-
sion on GLBT Youth Hear-
ings, held locally at Holyoke
Community College. And
some of the testimony was
quite emotional. That testi-

mony and those youth who so desperately need
our help as allies, role models and advocates, in
all of our communities, are what I’d like to talk
about.
As for this being a column usually focusing

on trans issues, I will note simply that our trans
and gender-nonconforming youth represent one
of the most at-risk segments of these communi-
ties. They are often the hardest to reach and the
most disadvantaged in terms of services and re-
sources available. 
I’m involved in a great deal of activism: lob-

bying, writing, speaking, marching, travelling
and basically shaking babies and kissing hands.
But the most gratifying work I get to do is with
youth. Most particularly LGBTQ Youth from
Holyoke and the surrounding communities. I
have chaperoned at various events, emceed the
Western Massachusetts Youth Pride Prom and I
have had the great privilege of working with the
amazing youth from HERA, the Holyoke Equal
Rights Association.
Whenever my chaotic schedule allows, or

honestly, when HERA’s overworked, enthusias-
tic and all-too-often under-acknowledged adult
coordinator Amy Epstein orders me to
(“Lorelei! You’re coming to HERA this Thurs-
day to teach Improv!” “Yes, Friend Amy.”), I
come to HERA’s weekly meetings and run my
Queer Improv workshops with them, which ba-

sically means I get to put everyone up on their
feet, having fun, being loud, and expressing
themselves, their lives and their feelings! It’s im-
prov: all I do is give them some guidance and
games to work with. It’s their voices that fill the
room and tell the stories.
And it is those voices I heard today telling

their stories in an infinitely more intimidating
environment than I provide. Before an impres-
sive-looking panel at a lonely microphone in an
expansive auditorium, the youth who spoke told
a tale of unimaginable bravery in a still very hos-
tile world. Some told stories of acceptance,
while others spoke of very real physical danger
and hostility from not just their communities and
peers, but their families as well. 

I’d like to share with you a pair

of stories that were submitted as testimony today
that the youth were kind enough to share with
me.
“I’m bisexual. My mother doesn’t know. I’m

afraid to tell her because I’m her only daughter.
How am I supposed to tell my mother that her
only daughter likes girls AND guys? She won’t

accept me. She finds it disgusting. Her words ex-
actly are, ‘Guys are supposed to be with girls.
No girls and girls and guys and guys. People
who are gay are connected to the devil.’ It scares
me. I love my mother. I want her to accept me,
flaws and all. It’d be so [much] easier if she
knew more about gay people. She’d understand
how it is. ... She’ll be OK.”
“The day my Mom found out I was bisexual

she came home, sat me on the couch and started
yelling at me. She told me if I wanted to leave,
then leave. So I went into my room, started pack-
ing my stuff. When I was packing, my mother
walked in and said that I was actually leaving
and got very upset.  
She started throwing punches at me. After a

while, she left. A few minutes later she came in
with her phone
and smacked
me across the
face with it.  
When she left

I jumped out
the window
with my bags. I
kissed my
brother and
sister goodbye
and left. I went
to my best

friend’s house. I was a runaway for seven days,
then I turned myself in. Ever since then me and
my mother haven’t been the same. I’ve run away
four times and gotten arrested every time.
I was put in a program. In the program me and

my mother were put in family therapy. We sorta
resolved our issues and she’s OK with my sexu-
ality. We’re not as close as before but we’re
working on it. I believe that we will be the way
we were before.”
The thing that strikes me the most about this

pair of stories is not the horror, but the hope in
them. Hope that if they can just be accepted as
they are, everything will be OK.
They stand out as who they are. Their proud

self-acceptance is something I wish I could
share with every single older LGBTQ adult I
know who is struggling with accepting them-
selves as they are at many years, or even
decades, older.
But despite this self-acceptance, they still need

us. They need YOU! So many of these youth,
most especially the ones who live in communi-
ties like Holyoke, isolated both physically and
culturally from the resources available in more
privileged communities, need US to reach out to
THEM. 
These youth, often youth of color, are up

against so much already—not just bullying from
their peers. Their families, churches, educators,
even the police and the organizations that are
supposed to be there to help them are often
against them. They are turned away, condemned,
harassed and attacked simply for being them-
selves.
They need those of us who have privilege,

power, big wallets or just big mouths to stand up
for them and with them. To say, No, you will not
treat our youth this way. We need to go to the
people who are already working with them, in-
side the communities and ask, how can we help?
Where are we needed?
It’s time to listen, to act, and to help keep that

hope alive! Slainte!
*Lorelei Erisis, former Miss Trans New Eng-

land, can be contacted at her e-mail address:
loreleierisis@therainbowtimesmass.com.

To the
transwome
n who

are/were family
men and who have
suffered the loss of
family:
When I began

writing for TRT in
early 2008, the editors asked me to write
about the lives of transgenders and to ed-
ucate people about how our lives really
are. This particular column is about the
sadness that too many of us face.
When you come out to the world that

you are LGBT you may lose some
friends and family members. They may

not understand what is going on or they may not
want to believe this new version of you. They
may think that you are going through a phase or
maybe that you have just gone crazy. Whatever
they think, they just don’t like this coming out
of you. You may no longer have their love, and
loss of love is very traumatic. 
I believe that the hardest thing about coming

out is this lost love. It can be massive. The loss
of your mom’s love, your dad’s love, your
brother’s love and your sister’s love is awful.

Imagine all of the above people you have al-
ready lost and then add to that the loss of your
son’s love and your daughter’s love. Add once
more the loss of that special person who you
thought was going to be your life partner. It can
really send one to the depths of extreme sadness

and loneliness and suicide.
Many transwomen were dads and husbands.

They lived through all of the things that families
live through: the good, the bad, the happy, the
sad, the laughter, the memories, the traditions,
and the love that keeps the family all together.
When they come out as transwomen, part of the
nucleus of the family is suddenly shattered.
“Whaaat? Dad wants to be a woman? What do
you mean? You’re kidding, right? He does? But,
but, but …”

It’s awful to suddenly find this new, deep
chasm between you and your family. Sure,
sometimes the family may accept you but more
often than not you are, in effect, banished from
the family. It’s almost like you don’t exist. Any
family functions that come up you are suddenly

excluded from. Any holiday get-together or
birthday, you most likely will not be invited. If
you are invited you may get asked to come to
the event “the old way.” The “new you” is not
welcome. In many cases just forget about them
remembering your birthday or acknowledging
you on Father’s Day. You are no longer part of
your former family.
You may have thought that you would live

your whole life with a wonderful, loving life
partner and your children possibly might have

babies of their own. You would share your life
with your wife and enjoy your children and your
grandchildren together with her. But no, you
most likely will not be sharing your life with any
of your family members. You most likely will
be alone, as an outsider looking in.
This loss of family is staggering and it takes a

toll on you. It’s a huge loss but you must some-
how deal with it. Yes, you have to work through
it and it may take a few years or more to get past
this stage of your life.
After a while, you may sort of get used to

being without your family in your day-to-day
life but then along comes the dreaded holidays,
which bring families together, especially family
holidays like Thanksgiving and Christmas. The
birthdays are also tough and Father’s Day can
be unbearable.
You are trading your family for the right to be

who you really are. No, it’s not fair but what can
you do? Go back in the closet to please them?
That’s not fair to you. It would be so much bet-
ter if they could only accept you but they may
never accept you. Yes, maybe never.

*Deja Nicole Greenlaw is a local
transwoman who has 3 grown children and
works at a local Fortune 500 company. She can
be contacted at dejavudeja@sbcglobal.net.

By: Deja Nicole Greenlaw*/TRT Columnist

Transwomen who come out later in life risk losing their families, and it’s a painful process

Ask a Transwoman: Holyoke Equal Rights Association; it’s time to reach out to & fight for our youth
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By: Lorelei Erisis*/TRT Columnist

These youth, often youth of color, are up
against so much already—not just bullying
from their peers.

If you are invited you may get asked to come to

the event “the old way.” The “new you” is not wel-

come. In many cases just forget about them re-

membering your birthday or acknowledging you

on Father’s Day. 



Hu d s o n
Taylor is
not gay.

Not that there’s any-
thing wrong with
that.
Three years ago,

when the University
of Maryland

wrestler put a Human Rights Cam-
paign sticker on his headgear, some
people wondered about his sexuality.
Taylor didn’t care. He was more con-

cerned about sending a strong show of
support to the gay community. For him, the
medium—sports—was an appropriate means
for an important message.
Taylor admits he had “zero exposure” to gay

people growing up. “I started wrestling when I
was 6,” he recalls. “All my friends were other
wrestlers. I didn’t think the LGBT world per-
tained to me.”
But in middle school he sang in a choir. At

Blair Academy in New Jersey he performed in
musicals and plays. “No one was out when I
was there, but homophobic comments of my
friends—and me—always got corrected,” he
says. He lived in two worlds—“jock and thes-
pian”—and his horizons broadened.
The HRC sticker was his first act of public

advocacy. It attracted plenty of attention, and
in February of his senior year the Outsports
website interviewed him. To Taylor’s surprise,
2,000 emails poured in. Many came from clos-
eted young athletes. “It was jaw-dropping,”
Taylor says. “About half of them made me cry.”
For the first time, he realized the power of allies
to make a difference.

“If a college wrestler could
get that response, imagine if a
football coach or athletic di-
rector spoke out,” he says.
“They could change the
world.”
Deferring law school, Tay-

lor and his girlfriend Lia—
“my partner in everything,”
now his wife—began plan-
ning an organized called Ath-
lete Ally. Taylor accepted
attorney Fred Raffetto’s offer
of help, and asked if he could
do pro bono work. Hesitantly,
Raffetto approached his firm,
Ansell Grimm & Aaron. They
agreed (and Raffetto is now a partner there).
Taylor initially planned to create a place for

allies to sign a pledge, which would give LGBT
athletes hope and encouragement. The website
does that, while also offering a place for allies
to post personal stories.

But Athlete Ally has evolved into something
far different: a resource to help allies speak out
publicly, and encourage others to do the same.
Today there are several dozen college Athlete

Ally Ambassadors. They talk to teams and ath-
letic departments at their universities, asking
them to sign the pledge. (It says: “I pledge to
lead my athletic community to respect and wel-

come all persons, regardless
of their perceived or actual
sexual orientation, gender
identity or gender expres-
sion. Beginning right now, I
will do my part to promote
the best of athletics by mak-
ing all players feel re-
spected on and off the
field.”) 
School newspapers, radio

and TV stations and blogs
cover those pledge sign-
ings, creating a snowball ef-
fect for the cause.
“Lots of student-athletes

want to take a stand,” Tay-
lor says. “They just haven’t had the tools to do
it before.” So far, over 5,000 athletes and
coaches have signed the Athlete Ally pledge.
One of the success stories is the University

of Cincinnati, where 10 teams signed the
pledge. Suddenly on campus, the issue of

LGBT athletes was in the news.
Sometimes, Taylor notes, “we get pledges

from schools we hadn’t even reached out to.
This is definitely something that people are
talking about now.”
There has been “literally no pushback,” Tay-

lor says. However, he admits, “most of the
schools we’ve reached out to are in the North-

east.” In an effort to broaden Athlete Ally’s
scope, he will head South—to schools like
Rhodes College in Memphis—this fall. He’s on
the road often, usually every other week.
He concentrates on colleges because, he says,

those athletes and coaches are more politically
and socially aware than their high school coun-
terparts. It’s easier to be “active and aggressive”
at the college level.
And, he explains, the Gay, Lesbian and

Straight Education Network (GLSEN) spon-
sors a “Changing the Game” project at the K-
12 level. “Pat Griffin and her group have done
a fantastic job,” he says.
In the coming year, Taylor hopes to encour-

age teams to wear an ally symbol when they
compete. The design is still in the works. He
envisions something instantly recognizable,
like the pink ribbon that symbolizes breast can-
cer awareness. 
“I come at this conversation from a very safe

place,” Taylor notes. “I’m part of the athletic
culture. I said stupid things when I was
younger. By telling my story, I allow others to
tell theirs.”
It helps that he is still involved in sports. Tay-

lor is an assistant wrestling coach at Columbia
University. He is once again living in two
worlds—this time, athletics and gay advocacy. 
Thanks to Hudson Taylor and Athlete Ally,

those two worlds are no longer mutually exclu-
sive. 
*Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, soccer

coach, gay activist, and author of the "Jocks"
series of books on gay male athletes. Visit his
website at www.danwoog.com. He can be
reached care of this publication or at his per-
sonal e-mail: OutField@qsyndicate.com.

We still
call it
t h e

“Farm Bill,” and
politicians still want
the photo op with a
small farm family
whenever they speak
about it, but Ameri-
can agriculture pol-
icy is about big

business. Agriculture policy may be the
most critical issue of our times, yet
most of us pay little attention to it.
While Hillary Clinton (Secretary of

State), Tim Geithner (Treasury Secre-
tary), Leon Panetta (Defense) and Eric
Holder (Justice) are household names
we hear about on a daily basis, few of
us could say who the Secretary of Agri-

culture is. This must change, because our agri-
culture policy is fundamental—it’s our food
supply. From food security (food stamps and
school lunches) to food safety (inspections and
certifications), food research (labeling and nu-
trition
education), international relations (who we

trade with) and environmental concerns (e.g.
seed, fertilizers, pesticides, animal growth hor-
mones and antibiotics, etc.) to macro-eco-
nomic matters (giant transfers of income from
average Americans to the well-to-do), agricul-
ture policy affects many aspects of our lives.
Consider the new farm bill passed by the

Senate just last month. Like its predecessors,
this bill attempts to correct abuses of the past
– eliminating price supports and subsidies and
targeting assistance to small farmers (under
current law nearly 50 percent of this money
goes to large commercial farms who don’t
need it). It also eliminates direct payments for
not planting a crop (much of this money goes
to large landowners, not farmers). And it pro-
vides some new programs that could encour-
age more food and vegetable production and
consumption. The new bill emphasizes crop in-
surance for crop failures due to weather and
natural disasters and compensation for farmers
who suffer modest losses on fields actually
planted. At first blush, this appears to be a step
in the right direction, but is it just more corpo-
rate welfare? Will the unintended beneficiaries
of this farm bill be large insurance companies
who’ll have their premiums paid by taxpayers,
instead of the agribusiness giants who profited
most under the last one? 
Ask politicians who want your vote where

they stand. And push your representatives to
use tax dollars to promote policies you endorse
and to support people and businesses you be-
lieve should benefit. 
Next month, we’ll examine the promise of

and concerns about genetically modified foods.
Share your thoughts, ask a question or suggest
a topic for a future article – contact me:
john@muchogusto.com or visit his site
www.muchogusto.com and join our food
forum. Until next time – ¡Mucho Gusto!,
¡Muchas Gracias! y ¡Buen Provecho!

Deferring law school, Taylor and his girlfriend Lia –
“my partner in everything,” now his wife – began
planning an organized called athlete ally. 
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To Cook is To Love:  We reap what we sow
By: John Verlinden/Special for TRT
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The OutField: Hudson Taylor and the power of ‘athlete ally,’ victory through unity
By: Dan Woog*/Special for TRT

Another installment of Food and Politics and the 2012 elections

TRT Soon To Be Boston Based, New England Read!
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